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1927'" 

AMERICAN REGISTER 

1807-9 

The American Register,or,General Repository of History,Pol1t1cs:, 

~ 
and Science wae lert1nee4 ~Y - . .._ 

k1a.c.... 
tbe ftr1; vel1:!Rie about November twentieth 

1807 and ran regularly tor seven semi-annual volumes until in 1811 
• 

the first part for the year 1810 was ~~:Q~. ,, • . .' •(4 it: a, }~' :U.£. 
~ ~11\""4 ,I. J,.;. {L J. ~ ~ 'l.> ~ ~ ~ ~ • 

c.& A. Conrad of Philadelphia were the publishers of the whole ~-t: 

ae~ee vtlnaea. T.& G. Palmer printed the first three volumes;Jol'ln 

Binns, the fourth;A. Sinall,the fifth,>a.&4 sixth\an~\though no printer's 

(~o~ . / 
name appears ~the '1 seven~ p51J:Lter •as appa.HJ:lt:lo!f U•e e-."' • .k · 

,. 

~u(fb 1he issues occured about· the 'twentieth of May and November 

~ ~ W-a.o k.o 
tl=J..ey we:i::e Rot ma~e at em' etteh stated time. According to the preface 

of volume one the material was ready before the end of July, but~ 

)ti' i:ik~ * 
.j:t:-s date ~e vel'Wllie must have been published i~&Pil¥ after 21 November 

1807. Volwr.e two was issued before 17 May 1808 according to the date ot 

a letter,in the preface of vo1·wne three,wh1ch was 8814 te :&e too late 

to ··be iftBeP~QQ. in voltm.e two. Volume three was issued some time 

before the Select Reviews for February 1809 

~t 
which contained -u announcement, ef 1~ Volume four was issued. after 



20 May 1809 the date of the preface. Volume five was issued about 

21 November 1809 for the preface opens with a reference to the maga-

zine being two years old. The two remaining volumes not ~eiag edited 

..ot~~ 
by .Brown are not to be . .QQli*&itle!'etl lsy tie at length though some\_4'. 

....c92..s 

~ essential details will be given. d:ttrtng the eottr8e of the l'Peee11.t... 

Awi.t M.ow many pages were to be SQJ,lie~ in each volume is not 

~ ~ "'al(- .Q.CIM. ~ 
~i»l•ely known because et eQP laek et a prospectus.Qt tHe wePf(.. 

From the statements that volume one had over fifty,and volume two 

over sixty p3gea more than WEWi intP.nded a.fld from expressions of 

surprise concerning the size of the volume, it appeara ~ about 

~80 pages were originally planned for. Not being numbered consecu-

~ 
tively none of the readers,unless he had a ~Ym9il1ea~ curiosity 

and a ready pencil,could have known bow many pages he was receiving, 

1 
In the January 1807 number of the Literary Ka.gaz1ne in the de,art~ 

aeftt-eM" Literary Intelligence a notice or the prospectus et iais 

~ appeared which read: 

• 

1 Vol.VII,-p.80. 



Brown was never tulfilled~&-we aa-ve agt ~eeR ~le te ttna eve& 
.J 

~~"'" 1 
~ Qe'y et i.C...)¥\ it probably was issued and sent broadcast;so we are 

compelled to study the work without having its purpose outlined, 

~ 
collecting ~t det~ls wa can from the prefaces. 

The aatl:l'f1~ plan of changing the Literary Magazine and American 

Register into a semi-a.nnual,.-e ~?VQ aeem,was mentioned by Brown as 

early as 21 November 1806,when he wrote to Jotm E. Hall in part as 

follows: 

uWhether it will lose,by this change,or gain,in any other 
respect than in intrinsic value I cannot forsee. Conrad 
thinks lt will benetit,as to vendability,and his opinion 
ls sufficient to influence me tho' my labour,espec1a11y 
the labour of retlection,will be greatly augmented. The 
worK ls,as nearly as possible,to take the shape of the 
British Annual Registers,and to consist of the various 
departments to be found in them. I am just going to 
prepare a prospectus,which,when published,you will see, 
ot courae: ••.• • 

letter 7 v~bt~~eaese thing about the plan :t:.eP tB:e, 

per1w"1e~~ is the absence of a reference to Burke. ·~1ch 1 as we et:Jal~ 

We should not be deceived into believ~ing ~ the idea of the new 

publication was first thought of and hastily accepted when his pub-

lisher suggested it. As far bacK as the preface to the American 

1 Possitly it appe~red on the original wrapper of the February 1807 
~ I numberA..wh1ct we h~ve never seen. 

t~'\ ~..;..,. 



1930 
Review Brown had in mind a collection meetl.g of ~ :material w~1Q.tl. 

j,·1~ ~ 
~~RQ a .,a:ace M:e the contents of ~ Register. Evidently he had be-

come acquainted with the English Annual Register at least six years 

db ~ 
before he wrote to Hall s.Be•t it. As we go on it will be •vit&&t 

~ the work is ~ be co~114e•ea ae one ot the steps in th.e logi-

cal development of its editor•s mind. 

That there was S<>rn•wbai a~ a demand tor an American periodical or 

1 
the ktnd 1s evident from a letter or Jeremy' Belknap•s to Ebenezer 

Hazard in 178~ in which it seems tQat aR ~R~al PegiaieP &R tlw 

"'* ~len er il"le Rigli&~ ene was a long-felt want of the American historian. 

~q;~S d- .fh 
A Portfolio notice a;atee ~flsi i~QWR'i R&Siite~ supplied s~a~ a 

2 
want. W'1e literary intelligence of the Analectic ~ says it sup-

·p1ted the dea1red features more than ~ny other publication. ef i~a 

1 BelJc:;n.~ P;:ip~r.s 1r_ ji!'i.3Sachusetts H1Etor!.c;il Society Cc~le_~t1or_s, 
series v,vo1.r,p.165. 

2 ·rol.IV,::pp.172-3,AUgust 1811.i.. 



1930 A 

The idea was not al alt4. original with Brown. ::eee,1te t~e rae-; 

~ ~ataloguers often state it was the first American magazine or 

(;wr 
its kind we f1na tna,t va.tthew carey,whose American Museum had begun as 

A 
~ 

a monthly in 1787,changed fiia ili•ltea•1Nl to an annual in 1798 and made 

its character somewhat similar to the English one, though the proportion; 

~ 
aia &fQQe given to tt#fe~e~ departments was about the reverse. Likewise 

Noah Webster 1r. 1788 had attempted something of the kind in the 



,L.t-tf~ 
short-lived monthly American Ma.g~z1ne. A!le~htM!l-.\he 

/\ 
American Annual 

Reg1ster,or Historical Memoirs or the United States for the year 

edited oy 11;:9 ~&l'tmen:teM J.T.Collender, ~ ..e......""l"'· 
1796A had died aa soon as born, the first vol~eing t ~e &Rly eaa.. 

ie inat w'Aen Browa ew to ettltioate the "tteld:" tor his eotttt'~PYRW~ 

i-t '"3 i XJOt by 3Dl' I!'ft31U a V1 rgil.1 °DP 

The bibliographers seem ie ~axe Q9AR unable to avoid errors con-

~ ~'1 
cerning this work,~ 1t has Raver been OQr seeEl t=orta11e te have r~ 

~ ~w-L<.. a correct description or 
J\ 

~~-to not rare; 1 t appear# in the 
I\ 

~h.~ l-'
it. As a marketable ware it is ae-\1\scarce ~-

~~. 
auction sales &R ~ average of OAQ8 a y:eaf'-

The most obvious error which runs through all accounts et ~-t. is the 

date. Because it is lettered on the backs or the volumes,and contains 

k-t;: 
material for 1806 to 1810 the aa~1ag is usually given 'Ile same. The 

J..ah.J. 
pr.WiiiliibA~ dQtiB eft ~:tte title-pages are 1807 to 1811. Brown is 

/\.. 

k"~k 
invariably stated to be the editor,wben °! Q9WP89 an examination 

or volume six would show ~ he on~y lived long enough to edit the 
he, vvJ- .-e ~ l~.r-..n w I... Qt.~ ti.&.. ~ fl.~~ . 

first five volumes. The usual note is that Brown wauppl1ed almost 
I' 

"'- ' the entire contents,1f1Uding original poetry,essays,memo1rs,etc.," 

~a.. k.~t~'1 
which 1a ,as will ~e eee& 1a conclusion reached by an over-worked 

I\ I\ 

imagination. 

1 
The Monthly Anthology tor November 1807 had a notice t;e the etfe&; 

l Vol.IV,:p.629. 



tbat 

AKessrs.conrad & co. ot Philadelphia have in the press 
The American Register,Volume !,edited by C.B. Brown. This 
work is to be continued semi-annually.• 

1 
The Boston Emerald for November 1807 slightly altered the &&llQ 

notice: 

•J.Conrad and co. Philadelphia,have nearly ready tor 
publication the first volume or the American Register, 
edited by c.B.Brown to be continued semi-annually.• 

These formal :_notices,supplementary to Brown•s letter to Hall, 

establish the tact ot Brown's editorship • .Besides his own efforts 

whieh were mostly confined to the Annals we tirld tm\ fa1 thtul 

John E. Hall helped with prose and verse contributions. Other than 

2 
this in the case of some articles Brown goes out of his way to deny 

any part or the authorship of them. 

If the word usupplied• is used literally it is perfectly obvious 

in its meaning and its application to Brown. What an editor of a 

~c~ 
periodical is for,if not for~ this,1s unknown to us. But the 

. -'-- A. 
~~~cf 

meaning generally aeee1riee by cataloguers is that •se wel'&l is the 

same as if they bad said he wrote Nalmost the entire contents•etc. 

So tar i\S any one may estimate the various departments wsiQ~ 

1 Vol.IrI,:p.83. 
2 Especially the article on thB Political Ghar~~~~ of Dr.Fran~lin, 

(Vol.II,y.175) the note to which ts to be given presently. 



1933' 

the entire contents" is a-eettred~ impossible as Brown's; for 

the simple reason that by.far the 
Cr-.~ 

greater part of tlrem ~a mslle 

u~ ar selected news ft&•ee and govermnent documents. 

Of the poetry there are only two items which are distinguished 

-~ 
as •original". one is clearly not by Brown llM. the other appears 

c~ 
to be hls; ln tact it has~ internal evidence, as 1ie lea4 tte· 

• 
~ 

to 'IUe c1 t'j\a ·fari Ot OUT itUtly 9t' 1ii;le yea!' ii\ V•}'J:ieh ii 18 Big~d 

ar:Q wnere we Si\idl ~oft'•i:. our Jii'llf •f 1\lt@ 8:iiGEt1o-g. 

The weasays and memoirs" and the uetc.u whict. are suggested 

as Brown's will 1n due course et iima prove to be any one•s 

but his. 



1933 A 

,ftL 
When we 3ay ~ Brown edited ~s periodical the reader 

can by examining tae ws•k it~ readily eome ~ near the 

corrP.ct conclusion as to ~what he wrote for it. At the same 

tine the i:isat *baQld bft caps1der&a t~ai ine character Of most 

of the material ..,1gA a& A& 8&ll•e1ei tends to bury the char-

1 
acteristics or an author, for it is mostly an impersonal relation 

of facts. When, however, Brown did break through the barriers 

~ 0-""" ~ 00..- c.e-., 
~~& g11vpse1 or ~1m are more than interesting because we 

~ 
are assured that aB:Y" opiniona expressed are sincere 

and not only sincere but ~Y re21"'eB ef til'le iime are the result 

1 ':'he Ana.lectic August 1814 p.17_3,under the edi:orsr.ip of Wash-
1r:.e;:.on--!rv1r,·g,sr.•ea.ks o~' this aan:P cha.racteristic ir. n~ference 
to T.E.Palmer's Hi2_t_q_rica1 _!'.eg:lst_e;_- putlisheJ at Washington. 



or his whole experience. They are also not a' ~ll obtrusive,such as 

they .. often are in works or the imagination. 

The Philadelphia Gazette l>(. 2 January 1808 contained an advertise-

~"-~~ ment which ~ppaar1 i& }}Q¥& ~&&a first inserted 9 December. It reads 

in part as follows: 

uThe publication ts edited by Mr.C.B.Brown and is modelled 
on the plan or the Brtt1sh Annual Registers. It will be 
continued sem1-annually,and contain an accurate and im
partial history of all national and political events or 
the passing time,whether relating directly or indirectly 
to our own country--a register or all public papers;all 
official and diplomatic documents relative to military, 
fiscal or civil tr3.Ilsact1ons and official papers of in
dividual states,which are of general importance--a chronio1e 
ot all memorable events which happened in private lite 
and are generally interest1ng,or reflect a light on the 
actual condition or society and manners--an abstract or 
the literary history or the times,with a view or British 
publication,and a sketch of American Literature--Poetry-
an abSlr~at of all the laws passed in the first session 
of the 9th.congress--a register of aeaths,&c.&c.• 

From its style this appears to be extracted rrom the lost prospectus 

and is therefore or considerable 1P8B&Bt importance,te ~e, But it 

has a turther value. 

This notice is only one among several which tell us ~ the model 

was \m4oubtiQ:ly the Annual Register begun in London in 1759. Accord-

ing to the advertisements of the importers H. & P. Rice of Philadelphia 

\Ac.. 

it was 11a'a-accessible to Brown ae fa? back a.a 1800. At New York it 
ha~ been read by Smith and Brown in 1798. 

How far Brown followed the model -aa'1 '¥~e:PeM\ lis lile,aP'&ea t:rem i'&e 

e~p.le ts~ interesting ~\H4:)t.... The titles differ in s1gn1f1cant 
• 



details. Be1ll8 Gonsc1ous of the i:nita.tion,wishing to distinguish 

·~ ~ 
l!::l:e weu ~€1 -~•ntta 8 ff g911!.ele'1 l.~1!h,.r~act that h1s was to be 

w~'- L ..};' ....-~ Ctrll.RJ...~ k'-' ~£. ~ 17?7. 
a semt-annual,~~eWB en~1~le4 i~e magazine tl:la A.mer1ea.A: Hesister 

..., 
tne'&e~ or tbe •nnual ijegtst&l!. So as not to make a slavish imitation --
he uses the •general repository• as a minor title though it seems 

+,~ 
as if the •view• aa used in the English .gwe should have appealed 

~0"4 
to him~ forcibly inasmuch as he was familiar with its use in the 

title to his .translation of Volney in 180~. But a change~ most 

important and not traceable to any desire for singularity is -til his 

substitution ia t~e s~ejee~ l!l8'iliH.' of "Literature• for •science•. In 

this ~~5\iQ~la~ we have the personality of the author asserting 

1tself,the spot that will not out,no matter how determined he be to 

cast off the muse and take on the forensic mistress. The attitude 

of the Englishman toward the literary department that •those that 

10 not deserve to be well spoken of ,do not deserve to be spoken ot 

l a....,.c~-t-' 
at a11,• was all very well 1n a~~ ee'a~liei'\64 country where the 

germ of the art did not need encouragement. In tha new land the 

~ 
slightest indication of ability was JHM. to be Et+scouraged. In this 

respect Brown wisely did not follow the model. 



l ~ ~(.,-1 

Bo•eva::,~ the general plan or the departments, it seems as it 

~ 
~11evm could not have done better than to stick to his model. It had 

done~ little experimenting,1t had been carefully planned before 

its first issue in 1759 and it had lived almost half a century. With 

the exception or several insignificant details the departments or 

the English publication were now stable though in its early volumes 

introductions written by Edmund Burke tor Dodsley•s Annual Register. 

such a modelling o~vie~&l.!5 leads 4litil to a comparative atudy of the 

0~r4g;9piati9S et i~ two men•a historical editing;a study in which 

it is not necessary to depreciate the ability of one in order to 

exalt that or the other. 

minor of the man who ultimately 

became one or the 

comparison 



When he introduced the Annual Register .Burke was about twenty-nine. 

Brown was thirty-six when he launched the American Register. One 

came to the task with a mind occupied by literary ambition the other 

with about twenty years experience and fruition of literary accomplisll-

ment; 

Burke here at first wrote history flavored by a love tor theatrical 

declamation;with an egoism that afterw~d proved his po11tical streng121, 

never tor long forgetting h1mself;w1th the arts of a young politician 

well at his command;with the same method as if making a public speech 

theatrical in its best sense;tn a style well suited to the mass of 

mankin~. After the first volume he forgot himself and adopted the 

more modest editorial •we•. 

Brown wrote history with a personal appearance sometimes in the 

notes and rarely in the text;he makes continual. reference to his 

authority for the mater1a1;continua1 observations on hwnan nature in 

individuals and in the mass with the mature judgment of a man of 

his years,always making allowance for the foibles and weaknesses of 

human nature;h1s purpo~ is pure elucidation; he endeavors to teach 

his readers to acquire,b~ use of the materials at hand,an unde~~tanding 

1 
Q,{ all the transactions related;he only once uses the "I" of the 

1 Vol. II ,p. 76. 



pol1t1c1an;his style 1s the better one ot his maturity, the sentences 

~~ ... ti~ 
being caretully constructed with no t~a,•1e~ 1ntention,tlow1ng 

.e~wt-
al.ong with ease,so fluent ~ the reader reels no ~ to acquiesce 

1n an argument. 

on the whole Burke uses his knowledge of the mob to convince by 

-tk (1'1 vws la, ~ 
his own authority. Brown knows human nature jtl1rt as ~ .aad. avoids 

"'""'~ ~ use ot his knowledge .except M explanatory. Each 1n his own way 

used the best method. tor his purpose. 

Whether one did the better is not clear. It all depends on the 

intention. BUrke never acknowledged. this work of his--perhaps he was 
' 

~ L-o 
asham~d of it. However,we Qave nothing to show \lo& what he would 

have accomplished had his ambition been purely li tera.ry ,and we 

likewise do not know what Brown might have accomplished had he 

aimed at holding a political office. What BUrke did accomplish we 

all know and adm.ire. 

The pla.n and scope 

What Brown did will be seen presently. 

~04 ;;.'? 
of the American Register can be ariefly compre-

hended by tracing the various departments through the five volumes. 

'l':tnzr we t1&"2 \Mt "'1'he Annals ot Europe and America:_, the American and 

Foreign State Papers,and. the Register of Deaths are the only ones 



which remain throughout. The Chronicle (of memorable occurences) 

and the Miscellaneous Articles appear in all except volume three. 

The Abstract of Laws and the Poetr_y run through only three volumes, 

British and American Literature and PUbl1cat1ons appear in the 

~c~ 
first two volumes and afterwards only in the fourth,~~ ~eeon bei&g 

;\ 

~ lists at all complete could only be .rurn1shed once a year and 

not semi-annually. British and Foreign Intelligence chiefly Scientific 

becomes in volume two Literary and Ph1losph1cal and dies without the 

~ 
deletion of the subject on the title-page. Several instances eee~~ 

I\ 

waeiloQ a special article is given a section ot 1ts own. 

SU.ch a view or the work should make it apparent that the greatest 

obstacle to~ success,ise atisie.ele which Brown seem9Q for some 

\)(Oq 

time unable to perceive,was 1lle etm,le ese that he was attempting 
I\ . 

not only an American Register but also an English and European one 

as well. In confining itself to papers and parts or papers which 

related solely to its own country the English periodical set Brown 

an example ~ he failed to appreciate. at\ \l\a~ vtritte ~4e~~~e~ly 

weul<J. leave 1e!aMed: had lrate 'been ktnetel' ~e i.1m.. 

1 
The Annals ot Europe and America are the most important in that 

1 In volun:es II and III the type used is larger tr..a.n 1n ~ others. 
er. the same change in the case et tlI~ pre race to Vol. IV. 



tney are ,....,a~ia•iLf' the one department on which Brown did original 

work. In our whole collection there probably is not a better example 

Juc1i:fts ..e:t tlle importuoe at titt:ngs by th! number of ltoll:a!'e eeA""' 

knows Brown as a dreamy youth with a head 

tull or extra.vaga.nt and fanciful ideas. t-&- tn1 s soPt. ot a nan. et. 

Wlle!I tlMI we•~~ is la•cel:Y eompoeed.,these annfa1s ;;'.li,~ ~ ...... a 

revelation. There ls no speculation and dreaminess here. The tacts 

are cold or heart and barren of fancy as fate made them. They are 

common and practical and ~ so tar as they are practical and every-

da.y and ract and not !1ct1on,they strike loudest the new note 1n 

Brown's lite and work. 

The division into chapters seems to have been eaie&et~if' made to 

give the Annals ati ~=araal semblance or relationship.and tor the 

k . 
most part,Bl'em:i. was justifted in so do1ng;neverthele3s the truth~ 

et t~ mat~ar ram~i&B tlat in some cases one or more ch~pters are 

not logtcally connected with the others. In this respect the English 

model was not any better. 

To resume the depart~ents or the magazine. We have seen~ the 

Annals were partly personal and partly h1stor1ca1. In the case of 



the American and Foreign State Papers the material is mostly hie-

torical,the slightly personal side le 1R i•e ~e-5 that some or it 

ls probably condensed. So far as Brown ls concerned we are here 

principally interested ia ilW tae•a that he did the translating and 

tnat later collections ot historical material published by,and in 

the archives Ct'f the different governments concerned have entirely 

superceded the Register. so ~ 1t is doubtful whether the average 

~ 

hlstorian consults tthe work at all not to mention such important 
A. 

matter as going to it tor tacts or documents. Hawava»~\thether there 

is anything of value tia.i lla& ~eea overlooked in their haste,may be 

seen when we consider each department. 

The American Register ot Deaths,wh1ch runs through the seven volumes, 

is one ot the most useful departments and 1• seme eaee~ may contain 

material not to be round elsewhere. For this purpose the magazine 

should be or continuous and lasting use as a reference book or 

obituaries and when the lack or an index ls some day supplied,the 

~C~ ~0..~I~• 
research student ma.y here tind aemeiQ1Ag gt meFe ;bQR ,aestng vsitte~ 

~ 
Peaa•~lV these obituaries were selected rrom the daily newspapers, 

aa'1 1£ Uie:¥ WiPS,. the department will ()f course not have the value 

tor us ~ lt ~~9~;e~1y had 1n the days or 1ts publication. 



1 
The Chronicle ot Memorable Occurences which Brown spoke or as 

the •private or internal history ot the nat1onN is divided into 

two parts in volume two and is omitted in volume three. Its contents 

resemble those or the uyellow journals" or to-day,the subjects 

running the gamut or news:t1res,the weather,shipwrecks,tloods, 

1ncendiaries,counterteiters,accidents,up-r1s1ngs or the Negroes and 

prisoners,duels,suicides,discovery ot m1nes,erect1on or light-houses, 

drown1ngs,murders,1nfant desert1ons,surg1cal operations, trials, 

hang1ngs,elections,robber1es,the breaking up or the ice,and dramatic, 

mil1tary,relig1ous,d1plomat1c and scientific news. As he said in 

the preface to volume tive this chronicle rescued from oblivion 

the tacts or every-day that appeared in the daily and weekly news-

papers,and,as the matter has been proven or value byiie present-day 

scarcity or tiles or old newspapers the department should assume 

an importttttce for us that was entirely absent when the work was 

issued. 

The Abstract or Laws was a work done with scissors and paste 

though a department valuable to his subscribers. The only thing that 

ha.a a.n interest for and bearing on our study in this connection 1s 

the statement or Brown that he made the abstract with considerable 

1 Preface to Vol.II,p.1v. 



care. Undoubtedly his· legal training maa.e 1l1m Just 10 aY.ell lu~1;i.er 

~'rJ-. 
ri tted teiF Mte eGU'ttug et 1;ll1e "i'8oP' et 1118 'PeYtod:tea:i.. In this ~ f _t-IMI_+-

~ ' (""' 
\u_ 

~art1oular Bl'ewn added a temporary value to his periodical which his 

model did not touch at all. 

In the departments entitled Kiscellaneous Articles and Poetry 

the material supplied was not all new. When there was a ;,Peeeift! 

k 
need tor a •r111er• ~ did not hesitate to turn to the r1rst 

repository that came to ~ ha.Iid,h1s own Literary Kagazine,rrom 

~~ 
which he extracted st¥e:&al articlesJ "'-uw ..f; ~ 'vt.~T~<i . 

1 
The Character or Dr.Franklin is a reprint of the same article 

2 
'For the Literary Jlagazine• and the opening paragraph was undoubtedly 

written by Brown. It reads: 

• 'A JUST view of the cha-;;;,cte~ or f 
Dr. Franklin has probably never l 
been gh•en by any of his country
men. While living, the world was 
di".ided into passionate friends and t 
rancorous enemies, and since his , 
death a kind of political tincture still ~ 
adheres to all our sentiments con- , 
cerning him. Among his own C(1Un• 
trymen, prejudice and passion, wt.ich '. 
used to be enlisted wholly on·~js i 

side! has, i_n some resp_ects, b~.o . 
hostile to hup, and an 1mpart1a\ • '. 
timate of his merits can perhaps 
only be iooked.Jor among foreigners. i 
The folfo~~ portrait is taken from i 
a foreign~lication, and seems.to ' 
be alto~ether dispassionate and equi- ! 
tahle."' · _, - ·- ·- . --

\.{~ 
The article 1..a t~e eSd!le t~in the Literary 'Magazine/called 

forth a root-note by the editor concerning the existence of 

1 Vol.I,p.150. 2 Vo 1. VI , p. 36 7. 



Franklin's letters which should be published and which we have noticed 

in our study or that periodical. 

Facts relative to the present state of~ City ot Tripol~;~ 

l 
Jonathan Cowdery,SUrgeon ot the late American Frigate Philadelphia 

2 
is a._ reprint ot the same •For the Literary llagazine ... 

3 
On the death or ~young ~ is a reprint ot stanzas Q!!. the death 

4. 
of a young lacty •For the Literary lla.gaz1ne•. It has four corrections 

O"f punctuation and in the earlier appearance was signed 9 Ph1ladelph1a• 

but whether or not it is Brown's is not clear. 

5 
On the Discoveries of Captain Lewis by Joel Barlow is copied rrom 

6 
Stanzas on,etc.,•For the Literary llagaz1ne•. 

Wri tt~n ll a Lady, on reading ~manuscript .1ourna1,or the celebrated 

7 
little prod1g,v._,J.H.Payne, is the same as Lines,written ~ ~ lady, 

.2n. reading§. manuscript Journal,written 12.Y: the celebrated little 

8 
prodigy,.r..H.Pa..yne •For the Literary Magazine•. Both appearances 

9 
differ considerably from that given by Harrison in his lite or Payne. 

Philadel_p_hia,an elegy. Written during the prevalence or the yellow 

10 11 
fever, in l 79L is a reprint or that "For the Li terar.v llagazine". 

1 Vol.I,p.189. 2 Vol.VIII,p.191. 3 Vol.I,p.197. ~ Vol.VI,p.24-C. 
5 Vol.I,r.198. 6 Vol.VII,p.159. 7 Vol.I,p.199. 8 Vol.VI,p.239. 
9 Phil~.,1885,p.33. 10 Vol.I,p.200. 11 Vol.VI,p.239. 



There are three changes ln punctuation and two ln d1ct1on,along tor 

adown and the tor tlly,but they are possibly typographical errors 

and can not be used to suggest the work as Brown•s,tnough the subject 

and tlle metre
1
wh1ch ls only a variation or the couplet, warrant a 

%t~ 
suspicion~ "may be~~. 

1 
The Remonstrance ot the Poplar ~by J.E.Harwood ls the same 

2 --
as •For the Literary Ka.gazlne• except that in the earlier appearance 

there was added lion us1tara MQ.. tenui terarjPennajaor. Harwood was 

£o· ~ 
an actor and his poems W8efiil published in New York ln 1809r 'fhis ene.. 
~in-..+~~~ 

::~$~!;J.!:'.f;\1:;~1!'!:: .. i!!::a!~e~Vo ._ it appears to 
have been left buried ln Brown's per1od1calf • 

3 
To Charlotte 1s the same as To Charlotte. Not RY Moore,•For the 

4 
Literary llagazine.• In this case the signature is NJ.L." ln the 

other "I.L.N --a common variation ot those days. 

Account of the protl t and loss upon a flock Q.t. sheep wintered at 

5 
Clermont ln 1806-1 ls a re~ar ~:Re prot1t §! l!l!!. 

' ... 
nppp q flQQlc tl !l:l2~ W1Rte;;w~ at Clermont, 1n the state Of filtl! rn, 

/\ 

ln 1806-z. Published.,12.Y_ order or the Agricultural socie~ or Duchess 

county,N.Y.,Et the proprietor,Robert R. Llvingston,"For the Literary 

6 
Magazine•. In the earlier appearance the signature uRobert LivingstonN 

1 Vol.t,p.201. 
4 Vol.VII,:p.79. 

2 Vol.VI,:p.80. 
5 Vol.tI,:p.113. 

3 Vol. t, p. 204-. 
6 Vol.VIIIp.124-. 



was not given at the end. 

1 2 
In the cases or Louisiana and Sketch ot Peru Brown round the same 

tive 
source ot intormation augg'eS.Abut did not give the same material. 

The most interesting appearances ot Brown's hand are to be round 

in the literary departments. Comprising as they do all the various 

lines or literary endeavour both abr~d and in the United States, 

the ditticulty is to select rrom rather tl'la.n to find Brown's 

opinions. 

The Review of Literature opens with the British Publications and 

3 
the Editor's bow reads as follows: 

IT is the object of the i'olfowin.gsk:etch to give a summary account 1 
of contemporary British literature, and to do this rather by classing 1 

and enumerating the various publications that appear within a given! 
period, than by entering into any particular estimat~f their merits, or 1 

any analytical detail of their contents. A particular review of each i 
work might be easily given, carefully abstracted from the numerous I 
critical journals issuing from the British press, and this abstract would 

1

. 
doubtless be useful, but it would occupy the greater part of the pre
sent work, and exclude matter of much more relative importance. A 
small space must necessarily be assigned to it, and our duty will, we 
presume, be fully performed, if we compress into this space as much 
useful a!!d important information on this subject as its narrow limits 
will admit. , 

English literature, beyond that of any other nation, may be repre- : 
sented as that of the whole world. The curiosity of that nation is I 
such, that no work of general importance can make its appearance in 
any part of the civilized world without being speedily translated into 
English, and even the li~y.ture of our native country becomes Eng
lish, by the republicatio~f all important and valuable productions in 
Great Britain. , 

All publications have an absolute as well as relative value. Many ' 
of them, in all countries, relate tu local occasions and temporary to- t 
pies, and the interest they are calculated to excite, and the instruction · 
they are adapted to convey, is small in one place, exactly in propot!- i 
tion as they are great at another. \We are so intimately united with' 
Great Britain_in. langu~ge, manners, 1!1~v, religion, an~! commerce, th!U1.l 

l Vol.IV,p.49. 2 Vol.V,p.3~8. 3 Vol.I,p.153. 
4The review of the Colt.llll.b_~<\.~ given in volume one 1s the most 

s1gniftcant except ton. As will o·e seen, this plan was not carried 
out. 

5 Brown's novels and romances had already been republished in England. 



in a literacy point of view, we may-justly be regarded-asmembers or,l 
the ~am~ socie~y, as a portion or the same people. Many English 
pub.hcatlons which may be described as strictly local and temporary,. 
excite as much curiosity in America as in Scotland or Ireland; and the' 
whole annual produce of the British press bdng regularly transported ) 
to our shores, and furnishing almost the whole employment of our , 
readers, British literature may truly be considered, so far as books are ! 
the property of their readers as well as of their writers, as likewise : 
American. These considerations will justify the p1·esent design, ~ 
and require us to make our catalogue as simple and mmute as possible . 

. A mere catalogue of books, digested with a due regard to method, 
will serve at least as a guide and index for the information of the I 
learned and inquisiti\'e. .Crit~t.ill opinions il1'e so much biassed and 1 
modified by the personal habits a{ld prejudices of' the critic, that they 
are sel~lom of any use to readers in general. !:'lo man, who is inte- ~ 
ri.:sted m the author or subject of a book, will be satisfied with the sen-

1
· 

tence of another. This sentence, indeed, considering the materials 
which must necessarily compose a professed critic, can hardly ever I 
confor.m to the standard of abstract justice, but this conformity, even 
·when It does take place, can be rarely of any practical utility. Each I 
man r1:ads what his own judgrilerit, right or wrong, dispo:;es him to 1 

approve, and what his own curiosity,- formed and guided by accidents ! 
peculiar to himself, and generally, in some respects, different from. 
that of all other !!l~ll' rende1~_interestin~ andjmDortanLin his_own_ 
eyes. To such readers all that is necessary ls the 
guidance ot a rational or analytical catalogue,and such 
we may venture to promise them,tor,indeed,such 6nly 
1a consistent with "the limits or the present work.•·· 

Thereupon he inconsistently proceeds to demolish the dream of the 

encyclop~edia maker,which is especially interesting in view of the 

fact that twenty-tour volumes or the Philadelphia edition or Rees• 

Encyclopaedia were among the books in the appraisal or Brown's estate. 

Then tollows the various departments such as natural philosopby, 

med1c1ne,theology,law,agricu1ture,etc.,through the whole 11st,each 

with an interesting paragraph,and contrary to his promise the whole 

foreign department 1s wound up with a review in which a few words 

place a valuation on the works in the list. On most publications 

Brown•s opinions are the result or a just estimate and the surprise 

1 In general Brown could speak a.uthor1tat1vely on this subject but 
the next sentence shows only a hastily formed opinion on reviews. 
Aa we have seen Brown's practise was different. 



is tlla.t 1: so .rew cases his Judgment erred.:) 

C.. He has something 
1 
to sa.y on some ~..t~9 pll~11eat1eM in giving them 

ck 
in the 11st,On others hte e,tftieR is gtv&a at the beginning or reser-

ved to the par~graph at the end or the class. 

~ ~ 
In view or the character or BJ.1ernn•9 work in fiction 

~ 

ts especially striking: 

2 
one sentence 

•The castle,abbey,and rorest,and barons,monks,and pil
grims are not yet entirely out or vogue with the dealers 
in .rtct1on. • 

Had he kept to the plan aa p~gataed~ the introduct1on,W}t1o~ we. 

~ 
8'We- eM!'~e&, thLs department would have been -fle\btBg ~llt a list 

of publications and would call tor no remark. Bi$ aug:A ae 1te\ \l:lQ 

~~!&i. Evidently the experience he had had with reviewing ~ taught 

him to dogmat1se on the subject;but,when hefame t~ualij)make 

the list he was unable to pass unnoticed certain works with which 

he was well acquainted,so that it is,after all his preaching, 

almost what he said it would not be, though it is not at all like 

q~ .~L the English model which 1s '1i\1a&l¥ & formal review1such as he had 

published in his other periodicals. 

The second part or the literary review is a Sketch or American 

Literature and what is lacking in length or publications is more 

1 Vol.I,pp.169-172. 2 Vol.I,p.171. 



than made up by Brown's opinions on the state or literature in 

l 
America. This part opens as tollows: 

" LET us suppo5e' a. s~~~-to;h2iiiebiy info~~d,~hat th; ~~J 
.ric~n .states CO?J~~~~~ .~tion of fiv~· ?~si~ ~illio~ J>!i:i>er~~s, ~n-: 
JOftng ·all.the ordmary:benefits of c1vihzat10n an<Lreflnement, Wiat
tended with that poverty' and ignorance in the li>wer cta:sses, and wiih 
that sloth, pride, and luxury in the upper ranks, . cciininonly met w:ith, 
in other nations, and as generally enlightened by an elementary aiid ! 
useful education, as the people of Europeari states. ·such an observer; 
would probl;lbly conclude that there was annually a. considerable har-i 
vest of. original litenµ-y and scientific productions among us.. H~ 
would imagine that in so large and thriving a community, a few hqn
dreds of persons would be round, (o whom the industry of their fathers 
had secured a decent competence, and whom a liberal education ·o~ m. .. · 
quisitive temper would lead to employ their' leisure in some favqunte· 
course of study. • The habit of'writing is so. natural and servt.· ceab. le to j 
the studious, and the vanity so general that leads us to. publish .whaf 
we write, that it might naturally be suspected that a few of this ".das& 
would publish their learned and ingenious labours. There are Se>nie ! 
propensities too, so strong, that neither want will extinguish, nor·' 
drudgery divert the mind from them. Of this kind is a poetical spirit, 
and a stranger might suppose that, among a people so numerous 'and , 
enlightened, the lapse of ten or twenty years would produce a. few~ 
poets, sufficiently ambitious and popular to produce a few annual vo-j 
lumc:s. As necessity, however, is the strongest impulse to literary, a5' 
well~ i,Jl other kinds of invention and industry, it might be suppos_crd, 
·ihat<bc@t-making would in some few cases .be pursued merely Ii]!' a: 
~~~a.method. of subsist.ence, and ~~.some few,_ ~rigin~ wo~ · 
nugnt oe J;lroduced, from the same humdia~mg yet ;salutary unp~se 

--------··· ___ ._ ..... _ 'f 

1 Vol.t,pp.173-175. 



which made Johnson,Gol4amith,and Dryden authors. How iar are 
these expectations and suspicions justified by our experience!· 
how far does the harvest Of American literature agree With 
those views which arise merely from the consideration ot our 
numbers,our wealth,and our means of knowledge? 

This point is not easily settled,because our previous 
expectations would be difterent,according to the choice we 
should make of the standard of comparison. A great many 
original works annually appear in Eritain and in northern 
Germafiy. A much smaller in France,and a smaller stil~ in 
southern Italy,southern Germany,Portugal,and Spa1n:w1th 
which of these shall we compare the American nation. We 
certainly produce !ewer original works than the five first. 
mentioned,but the superiority is probably on our side,pro
portional numbers being duly considered,if we compare our
selves with the four nations last mentioned. 

Ill-informed persons might draw many erroneous tnrer
ences from the scarcity ot original book!J. among us. In the 
first place,1t might be hastily supposed that we were 
very imperfectly supplied with books,and that we wanted 
either the faculty,the 1ncl1nation,or the opportunities 
to rP-ad;a.nd yet this is by no means true. America is probably 
as great a mart for printed publications as a.ny country 
in the world;the proportion of reapers is probably not 
exceeded even in Germany or England. The press is no whP-re 
more P.xtensively employed,nor knowledge more widely a.nd 
equably diffused. Nay ,paradoxical as it may seem, though 
there are few books of original speculation among us,there 
is an enormous quantity or original RUbl1cat1on. A vast 
nUITiller of pens are constantly busy,but circunstances oblige 
them or incline them to be satisfied with brief essays, 
1n daily newspapers a.nd gazettes. 

our notions on this head will be more accurate by ref-il.ec
t 1ng, that the American a·tates are,in a literary view,no 
more than a province O'.f the .British empire. In these respects 
we bear a.n exact resemblance to Scotland and Ireland. our 
13.nguage,ma.nners,and pursuits are even more English than 
tho2e of tr.e two last mentioned countries. our commercial 
1ntercourse,including the trade in books, is not less exten
sive,easy,and frequent • .Books flow 1r. upon us from the great 
manufactory of London,in the sarr.e manner as they make their 
way to .Br1stol,York,Edinburgh,and Dublin. As the inhabi
tants of these cities get their books from London, their 
cloths from Manchester,a.nd their hardware from Birming
ham,so do those of Balt1more,Ph1ladelph1a,New York,and Bos
ton,and the importation and consumption in all these articles 
is such in the American towns,as to place them by no means 
in a. rank below that of the Br1 tish pro;rincial cap1 tals, in 
refinement,luxury,and knowledge. 

If we were to estimate the genius and knowledge diffused 
throughout a nation by the number of its original publi
cations ,we should commit an egregious error. we are led 
into this error by not sufficiently reflecting on the nature 
of the common publications which appear 1n a 
book-making nation. The literary harvest in such nations 



-- . ~on~;ts~~~~t entirely 'Of;irq~a(ationa, in '·whiCk of course there i~ 
nothing but a manu~if!i.tJl\echanical vocatio~; of irrumtiona either in i 
1~rse, or prose, that ob{.mi only momentary regard;,.· and to write or : 
read which is mere' trivial pastime;. of ayatcms and mrthoda in which i 
there is nothing absolutely new, unless it be the order in which parti- ! 
culars are placed; and of hiato1·y thrown into new -'forms, but very 1 
rarely gaining any thing, in light or perspicuity, by the new arrange-! 
ment. We shall indeed be _astonished, in examining a catalogue of' 
annual publications, in Great Britain for example, to perceive h9w lit-. 
tle there is truly original; and of that which is truly original, how 
much is trivial, or dull, or local, or temporary, and how small a display 
is made; upon the whole, of either eloquence, imagination, genius, or . 
judgment. : 

\Vith regard to American publications, however, most enquirers j 
are wholly unacquainted with theit· real amount. 'The theatre is, in
deed, so wide, and the manufacture, if we may so speak, is pursued in! 
so many places, that it is extremely difficult to collect or frame a car- I 
rect catalogue. In Great Britain, almost all publications of any value 
appear in London. In America, there are twenty or thirty towns,l 
maritime and inland, and some of them situated at opposite comers of 
the empire, in which books are occasionally printc<l. New York, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore, carry on the chief trade, but they are per
haps nearly equal to each other in the extent to which this trade is car-. 
ried by them. It is found, even in Great Britain, extremely difficu~ 
to obtain a foll and accurate list, but this difficulty must, for the reasons·· 
just mentioned, be much greater in America. Under any omissions' 
of this kind, however, we are consoled by reflecting, that it cannot ·ex- · 
tend to any work of much importance or wide circulation. In the fol- : 
lowing pages we t'>hall endeavour to form a short list of American' 
publications, which have appeared within six or eight months prior . 
to the month of June, in the present year. A partic~r. account or : 
analytical display of each work could only be attemptetf"by one whose i 
vanity should grasp at the praise of universal knowledge, an<\twhose 
industry was equ~ to the careful pe_rusal of 5.? ~an! V_?!umes._. __ _ 

We have seen in several places ~ there was no one or the time 

who could speak on the subject or book making and authors in America 

with more authority tl'lan Brown.and we have considerable here which 
-{-; 

1 This est1m.a,..e.as one who h~3 had any 1nt~rest tn the matter knows. 
ls. by. ra.r_ .too sma lL 

2 Brown seems to ta.ke &"l extreme view of the matter. Wh1 le all could 
not rP.asonably be nottced,some could ha.ve been selected for brief 
notice,~ as he hali done 1:'.1 the first nart of' t.'h1~ l113Tl!:sl'"Tmo""-t-



1 
expresses his matured opinion. He says: 

2 

· "In investigatini the state of book,niak.fug;-iiiany-:couni:ry;-ancfthe' 
causes that encourage or depress it, we are apt in general to refine too : 
much, and to seek the causes of appearances, rather in the constitu- i 
tional genius of the people, than in the com. ~on and. obvious circ1;1.m-1 
.stances on which the fruits of Uterayy genius_ and industry, like -~ 
other commodities, depend for their abuµdance and scarcity •. Au-
thOrs will, in fact, be always founcl, ~od ~s Jl~ written, where I 

· there is a pecuniary recompcnce f9r authors, and a, ready sale for i 
books, but where any circumstance deni(;!s them thi~ reward,, or re. ': 
~uces_tl_ie _s~le of book_s, t~ere _will necessarily ~C:- fe~! _!lllt~Qra. ' 1 

- · : 

At the end he presents the situation of the American author and 

thereby gives his opinion of his own literary t1mes,as follows: 

1 Vol.I,p.184. 2 Vol.I,pp.185-6 



"When an American student has completed a laborious work, 
he carries· it to the bookseller,and offers it for sale. He 
puts a price upon it somewhat equivalent to the time employed 
in writing it,but the offer is very properly and prudently 
rejected by the bookseller,for,says he,here have I a choice 
of books from England, the popularity anfl sale of which 
is fixed and certain,,and which will cost me nothing but the 
mere expenses of publication;whereas,from you I must pur
chase the privilege of printir.g what I may,after all,be 
unable to dispose of ,and which therefore may saddle me 
with the double loss of the original price and the subse
quent expen·ses. If the <11sappoir..ted author abates ir.:. his 
demand,and even finally is willing to make a. present of his 
work to the publisher, the uncertainty of the sale still 
remaina,and renders the project a hazardous and precarious 
one. His reluctance increases in proportion as it is extensive, 
and vCluminous. This will probably be found to be the 
true cause why original works are so rare in America. There 
are very few in any country who write books without any 
prospect of pecuniary recompense,or,when their books are 
writ ten, C'ill afford to publish them at their own expense. 
The ingenious,therefaYJe,are obliged to spend their time 
in desultory reading,or to turn their attention to the walks 
o·f plodding but lucrative business. 

This state of things may appear to some like a heavy dis
advantage .and as a matter of gre1t regret;and yet,1f the 
appetite for useful and valuatle books be .amply supplied 
at present, of what,. consequence is it whether the supply 
come from home or.from abroad? The capital of booksellers 
is at present fully employed in importir.g and publishing. 
If more of their manufacture were of domestic materials, 
an equivalent diminution must take place ln the materials 
of foreign growt11,and ·upon the whole we are more likely 
to te well e"qp:Piied ·-ls things are at present. At any rate, 
the ev11,1r it be one,seems to be irremediable. As long as 
England,France,and Germany continue to produce books,and 
America is. at liberty to chuse among them what she will' 
import,and what she will republish, it will always be most 
prudent to pursue a great and certain,1n preference to a 
small and precarious gain. Thus,we see at present an .Am0 r
ican bookseller undertake to republish a work in twenty 
volumes quarto,and demMdtng a capital of an hundred thousand 
dollars,who will refuse to give fifty dollars for a pamphlet 
written ty his neigh~or,or even to publish at his own ex
penee,from the risk of loss whicn attends it;and this caution 
it is impossible for an impartial man to censure,though he 
ma.y applaud the generosity, which 'o·t d:ts own accord will put 
something to hazard,or voluntarily abridge its own gains 
for the sake of cherishing or relieving genius in despair, 
or learning in beggary.~ 



Atter volume one this department tollows the plan he had promised 

and confines itselt to a list ot publications. In volume two the 

American list closes with a lengtny discussion on the seat or govern-· 

ment,the only excuse tor which is the political activity on the 

subject formerly treated in a pamphlet. or course the inclusion 

ot the subject here was a mistake probably due to haste. In volume 

tour the old promise is rorgotten and the British list closes with 

a general review of the publications. 

On the whole this department has undoubtedly increased in value 

as the years nave passed. What was formerly mostly a gratuitous 

advertisement tor the booksellers 1s te.;.;@y·· ot value bi bl1ograph1callY, 

if ln both valuations we omit the obvious relation of lt to Brown. 

The British~ Foreign Intelli_g_ence in volume one is called 
• 

•chiefly scient1t1c• and follows the Chronicle. Thoug~ given a 

half-title and heading,the running-title continues as Chronicle. 

The use of the two titles explains the nature of the material,which 

undoubtedly was extracted trom foreign p~riodicals. In volume two 

this department became •1iterary and philosophical• in title but 

did not differ in the character of material. Thereafter the depart-

ment was wisely not continued,tor it reallY was out ot the domain 



or an American publication or this character. Though not clearly 

a. 
perceived by Brown,the abndonment or the Foreign Inte111~ence was 

" 
an 1nd1cat1on that,had he lived to carry it on,the magazine would 

have been worked out so as to take a place in American affairs 

corresponding to that taken by his English model. 

seven articles were considered or sufficient importance to be given 

headings or their own and indexed separately instead of being in-

eluded in the departments to which in some cases they properly 

belonged. Whether they were Brown's or selected by him from other 

publications is to be here considered. 

1 
Volume one has an announcement and notice of Barlow•a Columbiad 

introduced by the following root-note: 

•we have been favored with the following by a rr1end,and, 
though this work does not undertake to give·an account or 
unpublished works,the imp~rtance or the performance here 
mentioned will,perhaps,justify us in inserting this brief 
notice.• 

The statement about the friend indicates that Brown did not write 

this notice. However the tacts connected with it are significant. 

The publishers or the Columbiad were the same as those or this maga-

ztne. The mention or the proof-sheet copy indicates either that 

the author saw it in the publisher's office or that the author 

l P. 217 ff. 



supplied it to him,probably the latter. The ge•eral p1an or the 

~~ 
notice is characteristically Brownish. ::eut,be it BP9WB'~ or not, 

1t is of no importance as a review.and the lees 1a1 1 of 1t $'&8 ~etiei;.. 

1 
The statistical view of the Prussian llonarchv in volume two ts a 

table probably extracted from some publication e'=1tfte! 4a~ and has 

u,.g. 
no value at all tor e~P 'tt?pese. 

2 
on the Political Character of Dr.Franklin in the same volume -- --

~ 

1s introduced by tne !0110~ foot-note: 

•The editor was favored with these remarks by a venerable 
friend and compeer of Franklin. He inserts them with pleas
ure, though,at the same time.he requests the reader not to 
consider him as implicitly concurring in the justice or 
these strictures. He leaves them to have their due and 
unassisted weight with the candour or the reader.• 

The statement is effectual and ~ar~R4il.f' conclusive ~ Brown 

did not write the article. At the same time it is of value as 1"1Mlr 

4 ~k<nJ 
ellJilRg his &fir1t flL toleration. 

The Report or a committee or the House or Representatives 2n. the 

3 
memorial of certain merchants of Philadelphia in volume three may 

have some reiation to the interests or the Brown family 1n shipping; 

but it has none to Brown in particular • ..la \lw fQPDer ga11.e.lt would 

~ 
seem to indicate ttm:i -ikewn had no sympathy with the family e&i1118Pe1aJ. 

transactions, et aa.e nea1es t ot lfifta 

1 P.105-6 2 P.175 ff. 3 Pp.133-6. 



19.58 

The Journal of ~ vo.rage between China. and the North-western coa.st 

1 
o~ America,~ in 1804 in the same volume is or sufficient value to 

warrant t~i •~1ter 1R s&viag itSI prominent position. His personal 

interest in such matters was usually strong. 

2 
The collection of documents on Louisiana in volume four are ot 

C~ct~ .;..tt:_ 
interest in view Qt tae '9e' •~ 

~~~c~. 
pamphletSreJ.at1vw to ttJ.e au~0 se~ 

I 

Browns 1latJ. JlY.'gli&A:8El meFe tA:a11 01J:e .. 

After the introductory letter from 

Sibley to General Dearborn and a few statistics or distances on the 

Red river both of which are additions supplied by Brown we come to 

An Account or Louisiana at the time of its transfer to the united 

States. An asterisk on page 67 refers to a note signed •'Ed.• wfiieR 

.i:eads ae te11ewe1 

•This account caretully abstracted from a work, which was 
itself an abstract of the documents) in the offices or the 
Governments of state and of the treasury,published by the 
government in 1803. The ·substance or that wcrk is here 
delivered with all possible conciseness.• 

The work referred to is An Account of Louis1ana,being an Abstract 

or Documents in the Offices of the Departments of state,and of the 

Treasury,Ph1ladelph1a 1803,to which there was an Appendix ta 2n. 

account,etc.,Philadelph1a 1803. 

1 P.137 ff. 2 P.43 ff. 
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Though the government was said to be, the title pages merely stated 

that William Duane was the printer. The Conrads republished both 

1 2 
pamphlets in November. Heaton of Providence,R.I. also reprinted it. 

The abstracting of the abstract was done by Brown who had enough 

interest in the matter to reprint the first of the two pamp~lets and 

the tabular statistics of the Appendix. However the American Register 

appearance of the text of the Abstract differs considerably from the 

Conrad reprint of the pamphlet and it is unquestionably made up,or 

abs{tracted as Brown says,from not only the pamphlet noticed in the 

note but also from its Appendix. 

As editor Brown certainly took what may be thought unwarranted 

liberties with the material. He om1tted,added,corrected,and changed 

sentences and paragraphs; be added notes of explanation of na.mes;in 

fact he made every revision possible in its English,its wisdom of 

presentation and even 1ts complimentary reference to the •gentleman 

of great respecta.b111 ty and correct information•·. Remarkably he called 

his friends Red men not Indians and outcasts rather than •vagabonds• 

who had emigrated. 

1 Sa.bin 42177. 2 Sab 1r.. 421 79. 
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An additional interest i\ i:ta1 toP ~a is 1& i~e f~c' t:nat it made up 

a special department,er mere corregi1y,1i was given a place of its 

an 
owr:/Hi t~is per10~1ea1. It thus becomesAastonishing and important 

part of his editorial work. Why he thought it necessary to reprint 

a work more than five years old is not clear. 

It seems the author of the original pamphlet was no less a ma.n 

than Brown's old political target of his Louisiana purc:nase pamphlets 

of 1803--Thomas Jefferson,whose letter to William Dunbar 13 Karch 

1 
180~ practically decides the authorship • .But whether Brown knew 

Jefferson was the author is not known. It seems as if he should have 

known for there was no reason to hide the fac~ftwt pe1haps he ~d 

''*' ~. His merc11eas blue-pencilling of ·u1e WQ11"1' may have given some 

offence I we m:\:ie'& a&sQ!fle l'l:ereie ~atienoe if it '11El &et-.. Whether it 

~ 
had anything to do with the fortune of ~r~·~ periodtCal also 

cannot be determined. To Jefferson's friends 1f not to Jefferson 

c ""1.J.. c~I/. 
himself it eaJl. hardly be thought non-partisan, it .eaR not be condoned, 

and it was probably Brown's greatest editorial blunder. 

1 state Papers and Correspon~~nce bearing upon the Purchase of the 
Territory o: Louisiana Washington 1903,p.275. Curtis M.Geer:TrL~ 
Louisiana Purchase Ph1lalelph1a 190~,opposite p.192 gives a 
reproduction of the title-page of the Duane edition and a 
statement that 1t was Jefferson's. 



t < lro 
~Ji.._ 

To summarize the departments: we t1&4 all or them readily ra&g~ 

'&hemael¥ea into two classes;the original and irreplaceable and the 

compiled and superceded. As a stor2_iouse or historical material 

the Register has e.I eeQPae been ~.a.so largely superceded ;tor 

volumes have been written on or compiled from the materials Brown 

1 
used. Reports a&El treaties a&4 Acts or Congress a.&<1 trials alMl. laws 

' ' , , t 

aft(J. state papers and miscellaneous articles have had their own 

I 
I 

!I 

11 

I 
!I 
11 

Ii 
II 

:1 

I 

I 
i 
I' 

ii 
11 
I 

I 
1, 
II 

1i 

l s1x 1805 treaties given in volunie one are omitted from the index. 
Poss1'tly some of them may be important and they should be noticed. 
I-Between the U.S. and the Bashaw of Tripoli;II-VI-Between the u.s. 
and the Delaware,Shawnee,Pottawota.mte,Mta.Iti,F.el River.weas,Cherokees 
and Creek Indians. 

I 
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historians who may have passed Brown in the/f search tor their 

material at the sources,but it they did 1t was unconsciously. On 

the other hand the Register like all other similar publications 

has never had the attention aiveR to ii i:&a~ it deserves. For the 

personal side or its Annals,its literary department,1ts obituaries, 

2 
1ts special articles, and its chron1cle,1t 1s or value and should 

be ai l&aat consulted by all workers in those particular lines. 

3 
The prefaces to the volumes which Brown edited are ae~ 9~ly 1nter-

b If\. 
eating -&e showing the career or the magazine. They give considerable 

biographical material and are worth reprint1ng;theretore we ~ 

collect and e11g~~ly annotate them. 

i 

,I 
J 



The pretace to volume one reads: 

·;r E at 1!i1gt.JiPresent to-the pubHi:~L·~h volume or Tlii AME~. 
·. -·~EGISTER. The Editor dismisses ittrom his hands with no s~atl de-· 

t ,~.,_-£. diflid~nce an~ apprehensi~n.: He is sensible' th.at the '"'.Olik. ~HI.~ 
-~~chargeable with many om1ss1ons and .errors,· :ind .is· co~llci!hs tha€ . 
. , s~e ~fthese may be_: owing to b\~o\Vli incapacity or ignoranc~.'.·l!fi~~~e '~'. 
som~ ~ectio~s, bo~ever, to which be may ~ave ~posed himsel~~~;::· 
out any. demerit on his own part. In extenuation of these, he trus~..tii : 

· ~an<lour and forbearance of the readei-, who will duly reBec;i/fiP!>n · · .. · · ·. ·; 
. i:ulties unavoidably attending the commencement of a work' entir~ly n~~ . 
, .· .~i~ country. In properly distributing and propoiyoning the matena.fs.~{ l!
~:: wor~!£ this nature, ~1e compiler _can only ~e guided by experie?ce~~ be 
:: 'mustmaki.~veral trials be~ore his collec~10ns completely settl_et;-'!ll=tf adjust 

ili,emselvel'to the mould designed to receive them. i~~ • •. · 1 
~ I 

The Editor bad made much larger collections, for every d~partment of i 

th. e present volume, than he af~erwards found. it.possible to ~rovide room. for.

1

1 

• The1'r>gress of the press, which he was obhged to feed, m some d:ree, 
. a~ hazard. left him the power of curtailing, but not of, selecting. As it is, 
ill oroer,t.o admit some of the departments, be has been obliged to extell.!~, 

: :th~J~\ume upwards offift6a~es beyon~ the numberproperlybelongi~g-'~~ 
· .,fL !'-1~,il>.e Chronicle of Memorable Occ?iirrences, and in the Regist't~·o 

. Deatlis, lie was obliged to stop .short of the proper period, and reserve a . , 
considerable quantity of matteO~ the ensuing volume. He had carefully f 
transl~<l Jind digested, with much pains, from genuine originals; a coin~lete ~ .,. . .,, . •::. . 

.,/ serie1-pi·ltrench bulletins, detailing the war in J'russia, as likewise seve~. 
• oflici_al accounts of the same transactions published by the Russian and Prus- . 

1 

' .. sian go'\"ernments: documents that are omitted or deplorably~~ilated and I 
,perverted, .through ignorance or haste, in the c0mmon papeiif".'~f tJie day·~·
He h_ad li~ewise drawn up a narrative_, ~<;\.prepared the illustrating·d0¢· '. ~~: 
ments, ~tive to Miranda's expe~tion~ut all thes<; h~.,has been.obi~ ... 
to omit for want i)froom, and confin~·J¥jllselfto a summary narrative of the· 
affairs of Europe! anc}:_. with a view of th~efit\4,nrtrica; merely preliminary I 

·• to a narrative of plsri--nAents. ·.A very ~~11.cc~mt. which he hi¥! drawn ' 
up of the operationium , .. frontie!s of Louisiana~h<::. l.~~est transaction of 

~-•tTnourown.colin~, h~-Was, ;n. the ~~e acc-;;llllt-, ~bli··· . . . ""j .. .. \ '. . -
··. t~~all compass. .The- historical portion of the ·preseni< . e. 

th8:. ader' ~t~ indeed, regard as J¥rely designed for a preJ.imii:i~~ay. 
The Abstract of the Laws and Public·Acts oftbe United States ~:ide ! 
with peculiar care; and he hQPeS that it will be found of some vl!lli.;Jt!.the ,; 

~' law~'e~ political eiiquirer. The session of the legi!ilature in wmJ(tkfe . 
were passed, was the latest of whose acts an authenti~ copy had been put),, 

. ~she~, whe!l _this anridgement was made. . , "..,•. , , . 
.. l~ ~ay be l}ecessary to remind the reader, that this confpilation'91ima~. J 

.. betre the end of the month of July'last, and, consequently, befure any iii,;.il· 

P_ ~iel. ligellf e had arrived of the laijf st con. tests, and of the peaee between France 1 
-~ 'yith ... ssia and_Prussia. ~IJJi!,.wi_l\"'~xplain many pas?,ge~ in_l'Lhi~~. 

l It t.~iE ce~r1 I'r:t.c:.:c·:t~-l:l '..i :/9!1I~ sir~c~ :r:.f:- ; 1 l"J.r1s vvt::r·e n·:~~,de for 1 t. 
2 As wE· rave seen tr,erP 'NE:re seve::·a.1 o~her a.tteir;;its 3.long the samP lines. 
3 Selectir.g a model ~ay be incl~ded under •experience" but the word is and 

was not usually understood so broadly. 
4 :Brown did not hesitate to fo!'ce them 1r,to the mould. 
5 so tar as we may judge 480 pages were planned for. 6 It ruade UJ) 19 pages. 
7 These are prob<=i.bly tLe on·'='S ultimatt~ly used ir_ voli.;.me two. 
s No n1.rrat1vt~ a.ppe3.rs ir_ t::--P F.t=>gi3t_:>_;'.The EXJ:t:C.it1on of Miranda is mentionec. 

in Vol.JI,p.87 no:.e,3.r.d '.ln extErJted study,ta.k?r~ fro:D a Br1t1st~ pu"olicaticn 
ls g1 ven ir~ Vol. v. p:p. 380tf., 1.n wh~ch c ise tc.ere a.re u:t1stg!i.ed notes, probatly 
by th•:- author,&id others very ir;.terPst1ng sigr_ed "E" a.nd "Edit.," undoubtedly 
by :Brown,3.s well as the ir.troductory :t:aragrai:h. 

9 Wbettter this rP-fers to the Louisiana pari:.phlets used in Vol.IV,p.49ff. or to 
his pamphlet of 1803 1s uncerta1r .. The use of 1he word "drav.i11 up" woula seem 
to suggest· the latter. If such an expression referred to the former we would 
tt.ereby h'1.Ve another point b.Y which to prove it Brown's. 



speak or events as pending,or tuture,which are 
now past. 

In the ensuing volume the Editor hopes to profit 
by the experience he has already gained,and to 
make a more judicious distribution and selection 
of his material.s than he can boast or on the 
present occasion. He will then have an opportun
ity or discussing our domestic history in a more 
ample and satisfactory manner. -

C.B.B. 
Ph1ladelphia,November 1,1807. 

~ 
It is clear !•am g~1 ,Pa~~ee ttft't ~~eWR did no little ~unt 

ot work to supply the most import~ant departments.~t •ae magaain~ 

In some cases it was translation or French, in which we have round 

him proticient,in others he •draws up•,a particularly characteristic 

phrase of his,and prepares,selects,or abstracts the material. But 

I 

in all cases ot articles noticed ift '&i•'l 1R i~ie ,refaee it is 

significant ~ he does not state that the material was furnished 

by any one else,neither does he give any one thanks. From which 

; : iu..e, 
it is more than pre~~le 'lat he wrote the greater part ot any-

thing original in them. 

The preface to volume two reada~ 

- T-HE second volume ofthe-.AMz-aicAi REGISTE!l isnowpresented -
tG the public. It~ contents are design~d to relate to the last half year of 
1807. The Editor hopes the impartial reader will not find it inferior to the : 
former volume in any material circumstance. 

In his historical career, the Editor has endeavoured_ to proceed with the 
utmost vigilance and caution,)articularly with reg-_ard to dome_s~ic .~[~':8· 

1 This rP-calls his letter to Hall 1n which he speaks or his necessity 
for greater reflection in doing the work. 



Hi~ own zeal and impatience woUldha~--;;d-himmii"Chfartheronward 
in our domestic history than he has as yet gone, and have plunged him at 
once into the history of factions and intrigues ; but he has been checked by 
reflecting on the extreme difficulty of managing these topics with imparti- · 
ality, and the necessity of waitil1g till time has in some degree unfolded 
the true nature of public measures. In some respects he may disappoint 
the reader's curiosity, by still deferring his entry upon subjects which may , 
seem to be in a finished state, and of which the materials are fully in pos- , 
·session of the public. We must beg him, how~ver, to reflect, that the true ! 
state of our transactions with the British government was not known till we i 
had somewhat advanced into the year 1808, and that we are not yet in pos-1

1 

session of such a full and authentic history of Aaron Burr's trial as merits 
the attention of a faithful historian; of one who aspires, with whatever rea- , 
son, to deserve the attention of the next generation as well as the present. 
Such a history is promised us, and will enable us, when it comes, to bring i 

Ute history of Burr to a legitimate close. 
The write.r is sensible how little hope of present popularity can be rea- . 

. sonably: entertained by him who does not enlist under the banners of a fac- : 
tion~d set out on a systematic plan of praising or condemning public mea-.1 
sures, merely on account of the persons who perform them; of assigning i 
to one political party all manner of wisdom and excellence, and to the other [ 
the simple and unmixed meed of wickedness and folly. He is sens.ible ; 
that this spirit extends to the transactions of foreign nations, even betw~en : 
themselves i that almost every reader is the warm and zealous advocate of; 

-------------""'-----"----- -~ ---- . ~--.-~=------._;~ -.. ---:=--.::;:- •. I 

either France or England. What indulgence, therefore, can be hoped for 
a work which bestows censure and praise without respect to persons or 
nations ; which considers political events merely in relation to justice and . 
truth, and distributes blame sometimes to one party, and sometimes to the 
other, and sometimes to.both in the same page! who, in writing the his
tory of a war between France and England, never forgets that he is neither j 
Frenchman nor Englishman, nor is bound to shut his· eyes· upon the faults l 
or merits of either ! 

Of those, therefore, who are dissatisfied with his history, he can only cl1e
rish the hope that they will forgive the faults of this part of his volume for 
the sake of the manifest utility'i}fthe rest. A collection of public and offi
cial documents in this convenient form, together with what we may call 
the private or internal history of the nation, in the Chronicle, is no where 
else to be found, and may hope to gain consideration from the enlightened 
part of the community. 

such· is the extensive supply of matter which 
the circumstances of the times afford to a work 
of th1a kind,that the present volume has unavoi
dably extended more2tha.n sixty pages beyond the 
limits which were assigned to it by the original'.. 
plan. Thia circumstance would almost justify us 
in adopting a plan ot greati::?r s1mpl1c1 ty ,and 

. reducing our work to a mere depos1 tory or history 
ana pol1t1cs,were not the rormer year particularly 
rich in historical and political materials,and 
could we expect the same bustling scene to con-
t 1nue long on the theatre or Europe or America.~ 

It ts perfectly evident that the readers,to whom he NappealedN, 

would not gtve the time and attention necessary for a fair examination 

1 BrOi~n•s attlt•1de to·.v~rr.t p:=i.rti-es a.nd :party spirit is conststent through
o:n. In se-·:rera.l other- pla.cas we have touched on this s1<1A of his life. 

2 Bro\v:-~•a mod.el found the sa.m~ diff'lculty of uniformity. Though the first had. .. 
about 500 some volumes of ~he Annua.J.. Re_g_i_s~ter extew.ted to 1100 pages. In Brown: 
case the t\VO" sem1-ann.ua.1 volumes tha.t corresponded to the one of the English 
t()ta.le,1 about one humlred pa.ge s less. 



o'f the materials from which he had chosen. In this particular the work un-

J"{, 
doubtedly served a useful purpose. There is always a place Hi t&e esteem 

ef ~aa:er& ~'1 ia tae afrai:rs et t:Qe werM for the person who collects 

in one volume what would have to be sought in many. 

The preface to volume three reads: 

•The public are now presented with the third volume of the 
American Register. we are not without hopes that its value may 
be deemed superior to that of either of the preceding volumes. 
The public papers·, both foreign and domestic., relate to the most 
critical and interesting transactions which have occured for 
many years,and such a selection and arrangement have been made 
as was best calculated to display them. 

When this work was undertaken,1t was impossible to ascertain 
the quantity and proportion of 1he matter by which it would be 
supplied. Its chief use was Justly considered as arising from 
its being a depository of state papers and of contemporary 
history;but it was not imagined 1 that these would demand any 
large proportion of a thousand compact octavo pages annually. 
we have,however,since discovered that these departments alone 
would amply occupy the limits to which we have cOnfined our
selves;but a regard to our original proposals 2 compels us to 
adhere to our present more miscellaneous arrangement till the 
public shall permit us to contract it. Some trivial 3 deviations 
from this plan will,however,be occasionally indispensable. 
This deviation may most allowably be made with regard to our 
literary reviews of foreign and domestic literature. Of the 
former,the proper materials sel<k.>m come to hand with punctuality; 
nor is it possible to form even a correct catalogue of British 
publications for any period,till halt a year or a year has 

· previously elapsed. The present state of national initercourse 
increases this difficulty. 

With regard to domestic literature, the number of original pub
lications is so scanty,and intelligence concerning them to be 
collected from so extensive a field,that a tolerably correct or 
comprehensive view cannot be obtained or afforded for a less 
period than a year. We have, therefore ,.CJ.eferred this review to 
our next volume on this account,and because of the unusual 
abundance of political matter. 

+i.ffia§:F-D:tien was J:HHl9Se::vry~ .A. consultation of the English Reg1._~ter would 
v12 rtade the f:?..ct evident. 
!'Om this s~a1jomr.o~ we rr;ust conclt.:.de ~ the departmAnts aA i\il}?1'11ea follow
l tl1e plan as 1:•1"1: de'IWJ. in th<'it ~ prospectus. In accordance with his 
~3tolli 1~ conducting periodicals this would have been thP place where he 
'JUld have mentioned any change.in 111:.Jlo. 
Trivial deviations" undoubtedly refer to the substance of the dep1..rtmeri.ts, 
:ot tc t1:ie departments as 3. whole, except in the case ment toned. 



The public papers laid before congress during 
their last session ha.ve been lately published 
in six octavo volumes. This tact will show 
the voluminous extent to which this department 
ot usetul literature is liable occasionally to 
extend. All the matters ofthese-voiM!e~-~~:~:r-;,;;se, not eq~y iapor· 
tant, and we have therefore selected those which are entitled -tG our p~· 

. pal atte1,ltion. The selection, however, is sparing, notwithstanding the extent 

to which it has carried us ; · and it is our purpose to collect, from the public 
documents, for the period _during which the Register has subsisted, the ma
terials of an entire extralb). separate volume, which our subscribers are, of' 
course, at liberty to purchase or noL In this period, many curious details 1 

1 have been communicated by the president tO congress, respecting the situa· I 
'.ti on of the interior of the Uni~d States,_ abstracted from the journals of j 

Messrs:' Dunbar, Hunter, Sibley, Pike, Lewis, and Clarke. These form a 1 

, body of what may be called A~e~i~an ·tr~vels, and are highly curious and 
important. Soma>ith_ese are preparing for publication on a large scale ; but 
some of them can scarcely be said to be extant to any useful purpose, mixed 
up, as they are, in the journals of congress, with so much bulky, expens~ve~

and uninte~sting. matter. It is presumed tha_t a s~~~t~ and entire c~llec~n 1-x 
of these wi:!l be highly acceptable to· persons mqws1tive mto the_ state of tliell' r' 

'nafo·e country. - I 
·r:· \Ve have been favoured by Mr. Shaler, of New York, ~th a, valiJal>,le i 
·manuscript journal of a voyage to the western coast of North America 

1anil ! 
t11e South Sea islands. The importance of this work seemed to us to merit I 
an early publication. l.J.' ' ' · . 1, 

The editor deems it proper to publish the following letter, receired by him! 
too late for notice in his last volume. -,, .. ,. ' · i 

. "·1 
Philadelphia, ilt"ay 17, 1808~ . ' 

SIR, 

It was not until lately that I had the pleasure of perusing the first volume 
of " !he Americ~n F."!gister, for 1806-7,'' published by you in this city, 
wherein you repubhsl,5' p:iper headed" Account of the Massacre in St. Do
mingo, in May, 1806, ·\Tith the followi"S' cditnrial AA1ttnation: 

" The above narrativo. is an anonymous performance, originally published 
in the American newspapers. Its ooly claim to credit must arise &om the 
probable nature of the incidents contained in it. Imperfect as this kind of 
testimony is, it is, in general, the only kind accessible to a minute historian of 
contemporary. events, where official intelligence is wanting." f,. . 

The complii;ient paid to the writer of that piece, by a republr'cation in your 
1 

respe~table.m1scellany, appears tc;i ?~ near!y done aw~y ~y that part of your I 
note~ m which you place the cred1b11ity of 1t, because it did not appear in an · 
official form, upon a very unsure and slender ground. As this piece mav be ! 
read with' some int_erest at a distant period of time, and as it is a very great 
rnattt;r of d_oubt w1_th me,_ whether a~y other gentleman _who was present at 
the time of that d1stressmg event will e\-er take the pams to commit it to 
pr:nt, I ha.Ye thought proper, in order that its future existence, as a relatimt 
of a historical fact, may be placed upon as firm a basis as my veracity will 
allow, to acknowledge that I w~s the auth?r of the publication in question. : 

:My presence m Cape Fran'\a:s at the time, enabled me to inform myself 
folly ,pf every particulur that I ha\-e stated, and I pledge myself on its cor
rectness, as to date, parti~ularity, and truth, as far as human investigation 
cm extend. 

Yours, &c. 
Co_~nv RAG_CET:__J 

1 This was probably never 1asued,for the six volumes noticed would be more 
acceptable to any one who woul;1 buy this one. of Browns s. No copy ts known to 
us. 

2 Pike• s ,Dunb1.r • s anj Hunt~r 1 s t ra'T•"ls in JP.rt were published. in Vol. V ~ong 
the misc.ella.neous .'l.rtlcles an·1 some of the others are also common amo:1g 
auctioned books,but Brown m1doubt~dly hP.re refers to cook publica.t1on of then 

3 search for such a 70Ltme 1'Hs been m:3.:ie 1!1 vain. 2 
I+ On p~ges 137-175 of Vole III. Witi1i9"1r U1:11 ~ ~~1r.-:J.illt" i-S William Shaler 1774-

1833 -a:ttthO"l' et Ske~9jl@s __ Qr .n J1_in:_e_, :i9il~ OP lga6, 1 a ;i.gt e8rta1s-. ~ ~-~-G. 
5 The ti.rt1.~1~ appeared in Vol. t,p.138. 6 or course written by Brown. -
7 Gondy Raguet wa.s of French aeacent,b.J?h1la.,1784,<1.18lt2. Educat~d at Univer

sity or Pennsylirania. and spent four months in sa.nto Domingo. cr.p.160,Vol.V., 
Appleton•s Cyclopaedi~ of -Afilerica.n B10Sf.~· 



Evidently Brown was restrained by his publisher so taat ~9 was 

~ 

gompil}a4 to keep the number or pages within reasonable limits or 

the number promised in the prospectus. It is 
~L~ 
bar~ly ie ~e asettme~ 

~ the separate publications e¥&gee~e4 were entirely according 

to Brown•s wish and Judgment. The natural thing tor him to do seems 

""'~ 'be ~e teP ~tm to publish in the Register what he thought worth issuing 

in a separate_ publication. However,1t is o.t ee~~se possible~ he 

~·erred. 

1 
The preface to volume tour reads: 

- -

THE fourth volume of the American Register is i 
now presented to the public. ·1 he . edirnr i~1duiges 1 

the hope that it will be found to contain materials of . 
more value and variety than any former volume. 

'l'he brevity of the historical introduction will re
quire no appology with those \vho reflect upon the 
actu~tl state of po!itical tr~•nsactions, both foreign and 
domestic, at the close of the year one thousand. eight , 
hundred and eight. The great and interesting scenes · 
opened on the theatre of Spain, had made too ir.con- . 
siderable progress, and the materials of a legitimate • 
narration, which had reached :\ merica at tkit period, 
were too few and scanty to justify the editor in enter
ing into that topic. 

'With- reg::-,rd te domestic trasactions, they were at, 
the close of that year, to vd1ich the present volume 
muse be considered as relatir;g, in a str.te of extreme · 
uncenair.tv, nor was it till the present year had some
what advanced, that the negociations and disputes 
with Great Britain had reached a full termination. l 
The proper time therefore for detailing the history of. 
Spanish affairs till the embarkation of the British ' 
auxilary troops at Corunna, and of continuing the his
tory of our domestic tr•msactions, till the restoration ' 
of our com:nercial intercourse with Great Brit:.i.in, ! 
wiii haYe ~rrivetl at the: public<ltion of our nex-~ vol
ume. Mean time t_he way has been prepared for this 

1 In this preface the type was larger than tha. t used in the othera. 



by explaining the state of Europ~ i~ ge~er~l, d~ri~;l 
the interval bet\\'eeen the peace of Tilsit and the at- I 
tack of the French emperor on Spain. ' 

In the copious rep;..irt to congress, on the hostile 
decrees of Fr~nce and Britain. pubfo,hed in this vol
ume, will be found some few documents which have 
been inserted 'in a former volume. t The repetition : 
was admitted by the editor, from the persuasion that 
it was best to preserve the series entire, especially as I 
these copies are completely authentic, 1 

___ !~t:_ ~~vs en~cte~ by th~!l~tionaLe:overnmeriJ,_ beiJ'lR _j 
published annually,do not allow of our giving an 
abstract or them more than once a year.2 

Tne intrinsic value ot the narrative ot the proceed
ings or the friends 1n relation to the Ind1ans,and ot 
the geographical sketches respecting Louisiana,w111, 
the editor believes,be evident to every judicious 
reader. He thinks his work would be entitled to no 
small allare or public regard,tt it were merely a gene
ral depository or papers so valuable as these. 

Though difficult,it would not have heen impracti
cable to give something more tlla.n a catalogue of 
American books ;but t.he falacy and misrepresenta
tion or rev1ews,are so notorious,a.n.d the number of 
those whom censure would mortify or irritate is so 
cons1derable,tl1a.t ·the editor assures himself or the 
approbation or every considerate reader, for having 
confined himself to a well digested and perspicuous 
catalogue. -

Those who are aware of the imperfect intercourse3 
and mutual distance of tll:! great literary marts in t.be 
United States,will be more disposed to applaud the 
fulness than to censure the omissions of this catalogue. 

Ph1ladelph1a,Kay 20,1809. 

~ tilte t1:me. lhe reader must lla.ve observed ~ tllare was too much 

of an apologetic attitude.or ml.na iR iae e41tot'.. Although he ~a ~1& 

-toe g1 v@~ood reasons for the short-comings, the absence of any self-

confidence in tQi w~a~em-et his conduct of the magazine, is to be 

~ 

deplored. This 1s all the more so when we ate~ ie eonstder '~ 

tbe apology was not always necessary;~ for instance in this case 

1 A renet t t ion of th1 s cha.r~ct er does not de_r,an.i '.3.n.v a.po logy. 
2 This-is only or1~ of several details that show the ha.st" with which 

the or1gi~al plan was m~de. 
3 Havtng already noticed this h~ndi~a.p 1n his opening of the depart

ment tn vo~..une one,1t seems hardly called for here. 



k~~ -t; 
ot the tourth preface. If~the printer l!&4.J\.use1 tor the Annals 

k 
the large type ot volumes two and three B!'eWR would not have had 

otter any apology whatsoever. ter ~tie ~~lJE.. 

The preface to volume five reads: 

·~.::;:-~,TWO .. years.. --.-li~.-.-Yif~o~ elap.Se<I7.~_iaci:-.:f.lle; piiPJ_~.· -~ tjo·q'o(:tfil.~'. 
~ ·~~·Regi_St:er,- ,~)Wark ·previomly unattemt>ti9Anigtie~· 

•=ta~:i~J~:t~!~~'fb:!J~u!:~!~~~fpt:!··~~r: ~: 
:~instructed·him3n th~ f>est.farni-for s~li·~·publl ·~~'. 
i~:~hled him· grad_tta1Ift~r~~?1d ~~·:P.~~·-~;:~~ .. ~~~x: 
t~~~~'i.' ~~~;.i;i.l.d~i;~ ~;;;;~IJ#: 
,~t:lC1Ul :li,tt~~iy and politics~ ;~hese topics are, ·in'· ~he~l'VI. ~~ 
'. .c9pi0usi~that ·the. extent~ of this publication·,. !lmotinting:.~~;t~:, 
fd~ely printed octafo pages,:'.in a year, is scarcely su!fia'entJOf~ 
: a ~compreliensive·view of them. Public an4_ official·paee~1ootH· 
foreign. and .domestic, relative to Arnerican.affairS,"are..'founCl; 
uponexperimei>.t, tO·be ve~voluntmous, 31\d'a sel~40n-Q(t.Mril. 
to be absolutely nec'essary, in ord'e\- to bring them within-·reaSon:., :I 

able limits. We have .hitherto:· c<:>ntracted these. limits beyond'· 
what was expedient, for the sake of m:itters of ~ess intrins~, con:~ 
se~uence. ~ Here~fter,~e. shall. c~niuder pubhc an~ o~~taI I>~· 
pers connected ,with American affairs as of the ~rst importance. · 

An impartial and well-digested history of American affairs,·: 
, and of foreign transactions, so far as they illustrate and are con
nected with those of our native country, will be given in this 
work. Public documents are· the only legitimat~. baseSc of histo- -
ry. These, in our times, are so copious, so circumstantial, and 
.so authentic, that they almost supersede the business of the his
torian, and will ever obtain, with all judicious inquirers into his
tory, their principal atteo~ion. tn this work the original mate-

. rials are inserted, and the facts, authenticated by them, metho- i 
; di zed and ill~~trated i!l a_ re~Iai:_ !!_a!'!a.:~~n. , _ _ _ __ __.J 

to 

1 As we ha7e seen, 3 lmi lar unu.ertak1ngs ba.d been. made. Brown cannot 
even "hedge" on this point i.'.1 r9gar:1 only to the name. 

2 Brow~1 here comes to ;.he conelusl<>n the.t wa.s 1nev1 ta.ble. A closer 
stutty ot the me~ho,1s of selAct10:1 of tht? English periodical should. 
have suggested it to hLn ea.r11~~r. It shoul·1 be notee1 tha.t by this 
time the depa.rt:nents had been re 1iuced to the ~?.1~, the Chronicle, 
the Stat~ Paper_?!_, th~ Mis_cellanAo_ua Articles and the Register or 
Deaths. Is 1 t too n:n .. Kr1 to expect that :1.nother vol'.une would have 
ShoWU-him the Wi3dO~ Of lopping OfC the M13~~l_l~n~~ld_~ ~rticles? 



..; 'Ti!e'Register includes ,a camp~~ensive aostract oiallthe faws:.1 
~ d' by the general govemrll~pt. ,:;:Thi~ is 11ot in~duced for: 

nefit ·of the lawyer, to ·whom: the originajs on~y. are of any• 
i:'l\ "-- ce, but as .the most' important historicah~.ocumenti~· ,, The i 
Jaws .of the -Umted States, from the nature of the government,; 
relate almost wholly t<;> .the levying and collection of a. revenue ; · 

~to . :"(Jrin~-·o ~ -distn ifon: r;lrid:. milinten'ii!i ... · .- ~4)~ili: ~ 

·~:~!Jir ~;.11•\h~:..,a~~iiO-~ ~I 
::~. -~ \9i~.-1t6d:: ~/~. o?dµ~.:~.

1

!ili 
1

~!~. c~.·~. ·tif-f~re~~.~~. ·tlb·.i· 1.hi. !·. :.~;~!(c.· e.J.-.~u.:;~~{ ~~:oq 'these pointS~·~e closely. C-onri~c~e~J!ith: ·~,· f~" 
·~~~~Ji. ~£!.~u:e •. aqs.o}utetyF.ec~ry.::~ .• b.('>~'.: 
iT-·«:;W:~'Wopt~~ acqua10~d;}not'w1t?~·r,:~m: ... ;}~~I;~ 
but ih~ pol1tt~, corid1tton ~f ~e.1r ~wn. coµntry. ;' .. :V,".~•-'.~*';::;;:~;,;,o;.·j 

· .. There afe a~gfeat many brief aiJd'fugitive DO~l~S?. c;>fn1g1l ~~~ 
: portance · itl'reflecting-light:.';JJ>?.n. ~e actual cond1~Qn .?f:tJ:ie -~~:-~ 
: qi, byt__;!J_!:attered far )md ;w1de1·' and. doomed to s . · b · 
in the weekly and diurnal papers. A collection ot these, 
under the title or fhe c~r•nicle,torms a part or this 
work,being abridged or extended according to the abun
dance of the articles already described. 

In like manner,a ltst or the deaths or eminent or 
remarkable persons or our own country,with all the in
formation concerning them,ts a necessary branch or our 
domestic history,and will be rendered as full and copiaJ.s 
as circumstances will perm.it. 

such is the plan or the American Register ,a wo.rk which 
has hitherto not advanced under unfavorable auspices. ~:'l'he 
Bd1tor claims the public attention on the score merely 
ot the utility of the plan,and persuades himself that 

·the plan needs only to be generally known,tn order 
for its utility to be generally ackno~ledged,and its 
patrons multiplied.• 

~ 

PeP our pUJ'i'&&e ~he opening paragr~rh et '&&ie ,l!'etaee ·.:;; B11ewii is 

most valuable. sureiv no one could judge or the. magazine's success 

better than he,and the statement though not positive is material. A 

magazine that is Nnot unsuccessru1• in its Ch1ldhood,1s at least wkeep-

1ng its head above waterw and time alone is needed to make it more 

than selt-sust~ining. Unfortunately the tide was ebbing to the lowest 

ror Brown. It ts his last preface. 

' ~ 
l This is 1nex:Pt~ --t ."Jle. The fi"th ·.rolume does not contain the abstract 

of la.wd. The last appearance of th3.t department wa.s in volume III. 



The contemporary reception ot the Register w111 beat serve the 

·~. 
l"*Pf988C &t show1.Ag what Brown accomplished with •&11 JM~ltea,1GJJ.. 

What a reviewer ot Boston thought ot the work 1s readily at hand •. 

l 
The Boston Ordeal tor April 15,22, and 29,1809 contained an extended 

review ot volume three. J.T.::SUckingham was the publisher of the 

2 
periodical but his Kemoirs says ~ Benjamin Pollard was responsible 

tor the editorial conduct .r ~hC pextodtea& so ~ in all probab-

ility this article was by Pollard. It is s1gn1t1cant 1R ooR&1Qe»iRS 

•~e ieHe ot tne xe,iew to note ~ the author was a staunch teder-

a11st,wh1le of course Brown was not wholly a party man and only 

partly tederalist. 

The review praised the intentions or Brown but round that when he 

departed from being a chronicler he drew conclusions taat we~& 

not on!y dangerous but "lapses ot correctness and deviations rrom 

~~ 
authority",especially in the study or the affair ot the ship Chespea.ke 

A 

that embroiled the United States with Great Britain. ha a waele -rhe 

review is a puzzling mixture of censure and praise probably due to 

political rancour. When Brown goes into detail and discussion the 

1 Vol.t,Nos.15,16 and 17. 
~ Per?onal Memoirs,Joseph T. Buckingham,Boston 1852,Vol.I,p.61. 



Ordeal::..tinds him in error,when he expresses no 9pinion and draws 

no conclusion the Ordeal ariticises him.fAeF de1Rg ee. Its praise 

is hardly formulated when 1 ts poll tical bias leads ~ kto patriotic 

ecstacy. The closing paragraph is char~cteristic Gt trw ~el.e and 

~ interesting as an example or the reviewing of the day. it PBa~e+ 

• •we have now tint!hed our contemplated review of the 
American Register,and we contess,we entertain some preju
dice against the arrected sensibility and croaking of our 
author,and indeed against many or his peculiarities or 
style;but we are much pleased with the publication on the 
whole. we consider it highly useful in its nature;tt seems 
unexampled in this qpuntry,for industry and general accurac~; 
of information,a.nd though we recommend to our author not 
to show so evidently the democratic impulses or his feelings, 
in the historical narrat1ve;yet we cannot but consider 
that his book may be rendered an important acquisition 
to the literature as well as politics or the country.• 

Of course to please tl'le Ordeal :Brown should have had no democratic 

impulses:he should have had federal ones. And of course his career 

was only waiting upon his declaration of Federal principles. Hew1ver 

Between the Ordeal and Brown'a Register we are happily able to 

judge by results. The former,ltke all inquisitorial bodies with a 

bed of Procrustes,d1d not prove a lasting or paying affair. Accord-

1 
1ng to Buckingham Who should bave known,Pollard received no pay, 

1 Q2_.0it.,Vol.I,p.62. 



and after twenty-six numbers the Ordeal could not surv1vXe its own 

torture a.nd died. The public found the Regis~,wit~ a•l its ~este1e 

Judged l~e~ ot perteatieft in ~~e toxm ot tedetal poltttC8'mUch more 

tolerable. 

l 
Besides the Ordeal other publications contained notices,varying 

~ 
in character,ef i~e we~g,,.but it is not necessary to consider~ 

aae e.t -~having in the Ordeal a very fair representative or the 
• 

-----........ ~ fault tinder~ Important taults,not noticed by others,twoVi& •een 
... I\ 

remain to be noticed ~••a... • 

As Brown admitted in one of the prefaces> the erratic career of 

the departments et tbe...maga 11 ~• caused by his experimenting m~kes 

it evident ~ he did not do~ thorough studying ot the experiences 

ot editors of similar ventures. Evi,e&~i~(tk trusted too much to 

~ remembering his English model:the model that he might here 

have followed to advantage. 

The Annals or the fourth volume show a lag in AM5 interest,as if 

the subject p·:i.lled on his spirit. Doubtless this was due to the 

~ 
breaking down of BP&Wft'a health. 

l The United states Gazett~ for January 5,1809 reprinted an inter
esting notice of Vol.III tro~ Poulson•s Ameri~ Dail.Y Advertiser. 



In eu.!' f!l'l 11 '3¥ e;t the 1809 political pamphlet w& fiB'1 1Mot .Brown 

showed a lack or what is termed diplomatic sense. In the fourth 

1 
volume we have a hit at the weaknesses or diplomatic practise which 

in the minds or the uninformed persists even to-day. All great 

statesmen have been only too conscious or the detects er ,1,ial!8ey 

but in view or the great service rendered by that part ot every 

ctvil1zed government they are tolerated uncomplainingly ~ as 

all human weaknesses should be. The only real fault of the system 

is that hwnan beings have to put it into etrect. 

The pagination 1s a clumsy device and the table or contents should 

have shown the absurdity or having three or four sets or numbers. 

His model had part of this fault after the second volume and Brown 

JH!'&~at>l:)' followed 1t,the excuse being that some parts of the pub-

11cat1on were put to press before the early part which had to be 

hel~ open until Just before ~ publication.~ 

As we have round in several other instances the Portfolio came 

out w1 th a notice which is the best eswt 0£ an example of the favor-

able reception.&+ 'M::s w&Pft, It introduces an extract from the 

American Annals as follows: 

1 Annals,p.6. 



" CfNl'4~r~j)°)lit:·A"N}t~~j~fa). ·'"· 
. ri!&~~t~!J?ris~ng b~~$~eilei:S·nt~ 

t\~'!il~;-navd m a ~tat~ of.m-fat1 ~
waril'n~~s for pubhcauon JI.'· va:lulibf! 
work, '.entitled, " The American1te~ 
gisfor.'• This performance i~ ~f~ 
similar plan with Doclsley's . J\!lqua 
Regi$ter, and has long been Watited 

I
. tli' e6untry, as none of the1 epfi~' 

'productions of the prei~ i_a, 
ly, preserve all the valtiable 

M,. ~-,d.~~ s~ate, and miscel~neou~}f.f 
~~ to :Wlitch evel'y year g1veA bt~~ 
Th~_l'!sbfu! rep?sitoiy which 'We havfS poa: ~view, is edited by Mr,~'..~ 
~r. , !ho h~s already di~tpfis~~ 
h}l]l~elf m various walks of polite lue:. 
~ure:~ -The first part of his Re~ .. 
t.et'inc.ludes annals of Europe- aii"a 
i\1'n~ri0l.'. This portion Of-e his· ~Ji.; 
fo_rmap~eis eu!irely origi~al; It> is 
lllod.~lled -after Burke's histoncal:in-:.' 
ird1ucl'ions, and it is written with 
freat 'ilbility, and in a temper of/thtf 
utmost moderation. In the formj;>fa: 
summary, a concise chronicle· $Ue
ceeds. . A re,·iew of domestick 'and 
foreign literature, a copious :collec• 
tion :or state papers both fol'eign and 
domestick, and various es3ays . scfen
tifick and classical, together ~ith ma
ny other valuable articles, either use
ful or elegant, make up the volunie; 

.. From " tbe Annals of America" 
we select the exordium of the au. 
thour's tenth chapter. The style is. 
honourable to him, and the senti:/ 

::~~~;!~I~~~~t-r5mef agreeabl~~ 

The statement concerning the original character of the Annals 

is the most important part Qf il:ie information given. Dennie knew 

Brown personally and undoubtedly bad learned at first hand what 

~ 
itl:&wn intended to write ror the periodical. 

This knowledge of Dennte•s ts further emphasized by the statement 

tr.at Brown had used as the model for this part of the periodical 

Burke's ~istor1cal introductions--another important detail which we 

have &l1ea&.y elaborated.1-fl 1i~& ,resent. frhuty;. 

1 Vol.IV,p.279. 



1 
Later the Portfolio added to 1ts praise a number or 1nteresttng 

suggestions as follows: 

. ' 
BROWN'S AMERICAN REGISTER. 

In a recent. number of the Port 
Folio, having announced The Ameri
can Register, by Mr. Brown, we per
ceive by the publick papers, that the 
I st volume of this general Reposito, 
ry of History, Politicks and Science, 1 

is now published, and on a day so ear
ly as to afford a sufficient proof of the 
prompt talents, and persevering in- . 
dustry of the editor. It contains an 
accurate and impartial history of do- ; 
mestick and foreign politicks ; a col- , 
lection of diplomatick documents, a · 
chronicle of all memorable events 
which happen in private life, an<l 
are generally interesting or reflect, a 
light on the actual condition of socie- , 
ty, and manners ; an abstract of the 
literary history of the times, with a 
view of British publications, and a 
sketch of Columbian literature, poe
try, mortuary, and an abstract of all 
the laws passed in the first session of: 
the Nintl'l Congress. 

If we mistake not, Mr. B. is an ad-: 
mirer of the genius and eloquence of: 
EoMu ND Bt:RKE. \iVe honour both the i 
taste and judgment of any man, who · 
is an enthusiast in his partiality to
wards that calumniated statesman, 
who was one of the wisest as well as 

t one of the most brilliant of those gc- ' 
nerous spirits, who have trolled the , 
tongue, or exercised the pen, in sup- > 

port of doctrines, hostile to the fac
tious humour of mankind. In parti
cular, we honour Mr. Brown for his '. 
admiration of Burke, because we ·, 
know that his part!a~ity is of the pu· j 
l'est kind, a~ in manypoiftkalopi;;i~~-;1 
we. presume they are by no means in- : 
umson. 

We cannot render Mr. Brown a 
more substantial service than by pro
posing- to him to take for his model 1 

the Annual Register, as it was con- ' 
rlucted for many years by Burke,. 
with so much glory to himself, with· 
so much emolument to his booksel-: 
!er, and with so much instruction to I 
his readers. Thus the first section,. 
or historic:il department of the work , 
might be devoted to a bird's-eye view · 
both of domestick and foreign scenes . 
Here would be a fine opportunity for\ 
an artist with the genius of Mr. B, to j 

l Vol.V,New Ser1es,27 Feb.,1808,pp.140-l. 



e~pioy.--ihe-1lveliest tlntiilg~- to dash I 
lik.: Savage Roaalor draw with learn
ed Pouain. 

The next department, Tlie Chroni
cle of remarkable EventB, instead of 
being, like many meagre annals, a 
repulsive skeleton, composed of the j 
drv bones of old gazettes, might be I 
i·endered remarkable for vivacity. 1 

The editor should be in the habit of 
preserving in his portfolio, curious 
or conspicuous incidents, sketches 
of extraordinary characters, narra
tives of memorable events, and in 
short, everything remarkable, occur
ring in the vicissitudes of the times. 
To these crude materials an editor, 
who disdained the rnlgar track, might ' 
give both a body and soul. He might i 
display not only industry and accura

-cy but genius and taste. ln a neat 
and laconick style he might show all 
the adroitness of abridgment and 
much skill in the classing and group
ing of objects, which a timid artht 
'might despaii· even to sketch. 

The next point, to which the eye 
of the editor should be directed, is the 
collection and arrangement of state fla
ftera. Here selectioil would be indis
pensably necessary. Much of the 
tape-tied trash of the American bu
reau might be thrown away as mere 
trumpery, but certain conspicuous 
acts should be religiously preserved. 

Another department should exhi
bit a gallery of the portraits of great 
men. Than biography, nothing is mor~ 

fascinating, nothing more instructive; 
nothing that is perused with greater 
avidity, or that excites a stronger in
terest. The lives of the illustrious in 
our own country, and. in particula1·, 
the mighty mass of B1:itish biogra- i 
phy would al ways furrush e:r.cellent · 
entertainment to the most fastidious 
reader. 

Characters well pourtrayed would 
challenge a fixed attention ; and our 

1 
country as well as Europe contains a: 
multitude of original.t. 

Remarkabft> Trials and Law Re
fwrts, of a peculiarly, entertaining, or 
interestingnatut·e, would not only edi
fy the gentlemen of the bar, but might 
be selected with so much taste and 
judgment, as to amuse the mere mis- I 
cellaneous reader. · 

The Eflistolary Corre.~/1ondence of 
men, eminent for their genius, would 
form a very interesting article .. 

P<ipers on topicks of Physical sci
ence or rural economy, use[ul_R_r_c:i-

1 An obvious error fo:- Salvator Rosa. T!:oP general 1rooraro.ce of the 
work and name of the remarkable etcher wi:om Brown-knew and admired 
is not dissipated even at this late day;a fact which is inexcus
able after the two ed.1 t ions of Lady Morgan's biograi::·t.i..Y of him and 
the beaut1f'ul portfolio of his etcrc1r.gs which was made from the 
plates tought by the Roman government. 



jects, Miscellaneous essays, Ramin-· 1 
tick adventures, Foreign and Domes- J 

tick Literature, Criticism, and Poe- 1 

try. . ; 
To fill this comprehensive outline, i 

perhaps. many pencils are requisite. i 
Mr. B. has ably executed his depart
ment, but it should seem that to his 
genius and industry, there shauld he ; 
superaclded a wide correspondence, ,1 

both foreign and domestick. This we; 
hope to see accomplished. • · 

After this general praise and comment it is fitting ~bat we 

--to 
a.R:e~i4. give &eme attention to certain admirable details. 

It it were necessary to quote any passage as an example of Brown•s 

best method we should use the very beginning of volume one. It 

starts 9'K with a general statement or the reader's attitude, 

proceeds along several logical steps and at length develops the 

peculiar position 1n world politics of the united states of America. 

As an example of his grasp of the situation it is excellent. 

1 
A very characteristic detail of the Annals is the suggestion 

4k~8. 
that topographical maps were lo be used.Hi aRY aug~ we~. With 

his love tor ge9graphy and maps this side of the editing is auto-

biographically interesting. 

In writing these Annals,as he many times expresaes it,he considered 

himself a distant but impartial observer of the events transpiring 

in }~1rope. So far as we can judge this department is original. It 

1 Vol.JI.p.27 n. 



1978. 

1 
has been said that 1n his surveys he was the pioneer Amertca.n 

historian in the modern manner. He did not depend on the accounts 

given out by the combatants but rather he went to unprejudiced eye 

witnesses. Its astounding facility of language and argument and 

acute acquaintance with facts should not escape any reader. As in 

the Embargo pamphlet of 1809 and in spite of his brazen and unwise 

revision or Jefferson's pamphlet Brown had no strong party bias in 

his interpretation of political measures. Possibly the neglect of 

his best contribution to history ts due to his fearless expression 

of the tnith,truckltng to no nation or race or creed,exactly the same 

as he had laid bare the motives and lives of the characters in his 

prose fictions. Many times he unpopularly tears off pride's mask or 

false glory. 

2 
His discussion of the neutrality of the United States, his uncanny 

3 knowledge or huma.n nature, the studied care of the full expression of 

his thought even in the errata,his battle descriptions in the old 

style of the staccato sentence, the delicacy of the handling of the 

1 F.L.Pattee:W1el~na New York (1926) p.xx1v. 
2 Vol.I,pp.74 ff. 3 Vol.I,p.6 note. 



1978 A 

l 
account of Aaron BUrr•s trial tor conspiracy, the note to the section 

2 
ot Poetry and the tull and impartial account or the 

.. ~ 3-
Chespeake-Leopard attair: all are appropriate, excellent and 

~ ~ 
worthy or ~e e1pea1a1 notice~ the general or historical reader. 

1 Vol.II,pp.84 ff. 2 Vol.I,p.205. 
3 Vol.II,pp.181-211 and Vol.III,pp.10 ff. 



An interesting ~ light on the success of the magazine 

found in a comparison of its destiny under another editor. As we 

have seen Brown edited but five out ot the seven volwnes. ~1Jho 

x: ~"""' 
edited the other two is not ~ea!' but it ls probable ~ T.R.Palmer, 

1814 was the editor and publisher or the Historical Register. 
t\ . 

was called on from Washington and given his first taste tor work 

of the kind. " ---------------------

~~ 

death the new editor kept the magazine going tor --w.t two volumes. 
I\ 

He had noi ~part of Brown's ab111ty;he wrote a stilted and lite-

less preface to the sixth volume,h1s historical account was ~ of 

tbe usual dead character and he allowed the periodical to die without 

the customary funeral sermon or even the inevitable complaint of 

lack or patronage. As negative testimony the rate or the American 

Register under the new ed1torshtp 1s eloquently conclusive ~ the 

satisfaction rendered by Brown. 

•~ e.en we gome to 5t.11d~ tl:W ·.vl:tQl:e we:Fl! a.Ra 1'tlf! earee» 4'taer Brmw;at.s 

-ed1ts0FSl=i!p OZ:lP fat:t ata,pds out. prom1iae::If The fifth volume,w1th 

the exception of the Miscellaneous Articles which seemed to be an 

•old love" and a survival or all of his ed1 tortal experience., was 
)( fio bt.z.1' \J ~l w~ ~ ~cl~1-r?. ~ ~ Az.ro I i'1 7 ~~ "'6 £....~~~~ /Nf

h.of Jta .i~f-.-\i:io 17, ~ ~. 



composed or well selected material. The Annals had been •settled 

~ 
in the mould" as Brown would say,and i&~EWRe only American; the Chronic~ 

had become one of its best departments and remained;the American and 

Foreign State Papers were selected with keener judgment;and the 

Register or Deaths,though having temporarily gone a little out of 

4£1&:..., 
~ bounds by becoming general,would 'ttft4otibte4l:y l:la¥e come around 

~ 
ie 'betftg eeftftnedo to the plan tellcwe4 -K the first four volumes. 

Se tA&"8n the whole it may be sa1d ~ its initiation had been 

completed,1ts experiments had been meeil.¥ made,and despite what 

happened through no choice of his to be his last appeal,an appeal 

for more patrons,1.ts prospects were bright. 

Brown's 

results in a certai of fame: 

it 18 for the general 

read.er and to take place of later pub-

original greater part of 1t 

served to direct material but one step 

in direction it pointed merely meant no 

urn of the reader. When most of 

1 - ~~~Yr;~~v~~n~do}h~§.2~~~~ls~!~ 

::.
e 
3 
~ 

::¢-
«:'.l s 
~ 

~ent~tive in Congra33 from 1803 to f:l.VOr o"f T. hP "Rmh~'Y':,.,. .. 
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connection with it and with all earthly ceased. ¥ell:Hlle 

s not quite clear 

if anything tor because he down ~ after the issue 

of the fifth volume though the illness did not ter-

minate fatally until 

haat11~ supplied,and having lost its real guide and 

creator lived alo or momentum until t•o more 

volumes were 

~-


