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CHAPTER XXXI X 1712-13 

THE UNKUSICAL liAllE OF BROWN 

1807 Aeta.t.36 

washlngton rrv1ng·v1 . and made the rounds 

he met Dennte-·a.nd may 

have been included Brown, though 

there this ttme •. Ftve 

years 

Magazine. 

Accordir.g to Brown's mother's diary Elizabeth Armitt Horner the only 

\~01. 
stater of Brown died at 4- P.M. on the 3rd. of Apr11 1 That Brown had any 

~ 
strong affection for her is not p~Q&a~li for we have only found one re-

eord o~ his visiting her at Princeton 1n company with his brother Joseph 

. ~ 
in 1800, and he makes no mention of her in :7>..X._ of the letters ~ have 

~~~tit:;~~- rft~!.Y' ,.a..,, 
.lid's seen ~ 't:1!'7 VJ 'i \ . . fJ _ 1 . ...LL _ij 

. • • \ . 6 ~ \ orlt \,(on ( a..kz. \re ex dl::id' •(\ ex'"'" G:::': 1 cA c ~ 4<10oe·- ·1 - 0 

From the same source we learn that on the 26th. of July another son 

\Jrl/y ~ 1 
illa~e iii e~tr¥ in~ the Bl(<)Wn home. This is the EUgene L.Brown concern-

1~g whom there is a note at the end. or the Boston 1827 Wieland memoir:: 

~ 

J 
..i. 

~ 
J 

ti 

.,The youngest son,Eugene Linn Erown,cHed of consumption ~ 
on thg first of Apr11,1824,1n the seventeenth year of his ~ 
age. Of this boy,much could be told. In love of knowledge, -.i. 
in capacity for acquiring 1t,and in every endearing virtue "'1 
of the heart,he resembled his father. He ts now mingling · \#_ ~ 
with kindred spirits.• ""'"~ l 

1 Egle:Fennsylv~n13 Geneolo_g1es H::J.rrisburg,Pa..,p.327 says he had a #p_:..~ .. ~ 
d.a:ughter ]nlilY B; ~Lt C3Pt\Qt ls8 e&Hf1Ffft€t! a.:fl:a ls 1,r&~ii~lt- "11)4J .-(Y. 

\J\...~c.l '4 ~~~f"' ~ ..f.;Vr_,.q__ !. ...... : '1 W\ ·" ~r-~ 
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In the Philadelphia National Gazette and.Literary Register tor 

3 April 182~ his death is recorded: 

uon Thursday morning,tirst instant after a lingering 
illness 1n the 17th. year or his age,Eugene L.Brown, 
son ot the late Charles Brown or this city.• 

The issue tor 6 April contained an obituary: 

uThe recently deceased Kr.EU~EHE L. BROWN,son ot the 
celebrated Charles Brockden Brown,was a•yo.uth ot un
common talents and promise. By his death our country 
has been disappointed in the expectations that were 
reasonably indulged,1n ant1c1pat1on of the maturity 
or a sound mind cultivated with great application, 
and strengthened by extensive acquirements. He poss
essed force or mind very seldom met with even at a 
much more advanced age; and his conversat1on,studies 
and incl1nationa,marked htm a sound,ingenious scholar, 
and bid fair in mature life to render him a distinguish
ed literary cllarac~er. A consumption or the lungs 
caused his d1ssolut1on,wh1ch,towards the close or his 
career,was anticipated with the reasoning and compos-
ure of a sage. G.I 111

" 

l lfot known. :Robert Wa.lsh was the ed1 tor. 
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1 
The only letter of this year which we have is given by JJUnlap 

and is to the husband of ~rown•s sister-in-law Rebecca Linn. It 

reads: 

To W.Keese,Esq.2 

Philadelphia,lFriday) Oct.16,1807. 

·-.. _- --:--- -.·; ... ,. '---1 -- .. --· .... -· ·-··-- : Mv"3])iA--•S1R,.'··"" -' · ":. t·.-. Ill!•"· . - .•.~&;-...... ,., . . _ .... r. _r-c,__....... ~- _ . 

Your_ agreeable lett~r arrived this moment, and I ~ 
thanlt yoh for 'givifig ~ so early tidings of the safety o! Pil,r l 
dear_ Rebecca. That the new comer~s not a girl, is, ydtl tdl \ 
us, a great disappointment to_ you, and you have been obliged ! 
to play the philosopher on the occasiori ; but, my good friend;. j 
one smile of the little stranger, a few months hence, will ~- \ 
form more for your consolation than all the reasonings in the I ,.orlch You ';\U then bless yourself that the ban~ing is~_ex.-

-ac~r what he ts. I have often checked myself m, fo g 
't~~s as tfJ:the sex of my children, from the utte_ _ \ 
UUD~ofth_eirfu~ure destiny, be they ~f what sex .t ,"' JI 

Their happmess must depend upon their temper; and: . 
f~·as it relates to ,th~m, upon· the OpPOrtunity f Ill.a . 
wi~~s~ini . thei_r- 'fate ~~~1.hey have reached mat ~-ti 
wt*ri~t(~ect __ on the ~table chances' flgainsf m · _ . 

'd,J~~ahime, __ I gi~filt-'Wishes to the air. t:~- _· _ .::~ __ 
~:00,ppiness, in_ e_ithe;_ .se:s, ,se_~-1* to .m~f~~'-equ~l, J~~ aif« . 
.....,.:~ :neces$1U'ily J'E:.g~.a daugh~~_more~~ ' 
n'&s. ihan a son, provided they are equal iJi'fail other respe~,;· 
aD~q!!ality, however, which. iS quite impossible. .~'~;i• . 

· .., You are going tQ call your son by my nameA.a comp~ 
aj;i~ flatters me.~ceedingly~ Yet, for tbe·•.k~-of the little~ 
l:h~artily wish-Ih.awn had-« little_ more~s!C-'SJnd clignity,.i~iie · 

1 Val.II,;.119 r~. 

_, 

I :.r 

2 ~Yi:!..2.~1,.: K-~;33 ;:11:ri"J ~·?·o· .. ~c-i Lin~1 j 52or:u.r.1 1.383. He w·13 the 
.so~' o t .J.') ·:in :c-~2 3 ·.! , -t 1 t'-•Y 2 ~, t.3 ,3 i 3: 111 t ·1':' pu tJ '-1'.l :i.:: t~ n1--1.3 t ,~ r g"m·?r1.l 
::m · i:3·1i:i5t0r: 13 3: 1.:'t' -t:11 Trw o!' trL: origi:u.l :n2mb2r3 of :n,; 
c1n-~Lr1;1-i,~i. Hi.3 li~1-;r..3J fo.c 11.::.L-.:21011 t'J :r ou· W-l..'3 31g~'1''J C.Y 
J:i..:~·3 :C.::1:-.. 3·.r R:::.J::c~(~i -:-.J;_~·-n,h13 ·nt:>,:-t··- l1tt i. 3011 .Jorrr_ K:?.:>.3C 
·.v>io ".:·-0 ;~1.r,,.,, ~-i..J.r.:i;.13 t.3 1:1 ·tu-~tio:.~J.,-:>:'r •. rot:_ -c,..,,~se ht1 ·1 son 'Yilli:1::n 
Lin~ x~03a ~h0 di~i 19J4. 

3 rh1.s son rns th? :hir·1 ehilrl 1 :1')'C Jo:U-1 ~{">"'S?,th:- ·:i.·.lcti01v~.2::-,·-vho 

4 'Ye h.l.7'.7 no i.r ... I'or,~.i:io11 r;f thL3 3an 'Nho .. 1 W'~ .3:1ppose '.v::i,3 n1.rfi.«•d 
Ch:-irl'~ s Br'J-.vr1 °?C•' 23•~. 



, 
·.~~~1~(~.e1}1een:~···:, :;~.·. .,.. ·u· 
·~~r~"'~ .. ~~! ;;l. '· ..... : 
· ~~1~~.,·~~..llln:·.pf...o~er&:t~ll;Di:lt.~Ja,;rny;-~· ·, 
W,~tames been mortified m lookang over the catM~t!;~ • • .a. &ages and sainu, to find not a single ,Brown.~ang' \ 

· , . ; ;. ; .... Thi!i indeed may be s~iq .o.f:many other :n.aI.1:1,Cl$..f1 1:w- : 
m~o.thers are of rare occurrence, w:hile'th~ most comm9iJ ~ 

1

1 

~ eemilion in almost all languages is Brown. : It must, then~ !>e- a . 
:lQ.'.Up,.fatality which has hitherto excluded it from the' illus· , 
trious and venerable list. Perhaps, your new comer ,may be 1 
111~rke4 out by the powers who manage these matters OVeF.etW j 
bea.~, ~ a vindicator of. the name.. ~ the· event be othet,wise, 1 

tlae'.diagrace may be saved by veiling the ill fated syllable under j 
th~venient OQscurity of an initial. • ' · i 

· · --~~ ~ectionate ~ongratulat~ons to you~~ ~J 

. ~~"··:~,--· -·--~;_::;~~:~~-~~:~;9~;~~~:~.t~ . .'f:~"~ . .-~:~iz:,~ ~ 

\1l_4f 

so rar as we know this is the only letter signed by the initials 

ot Brown and his wife. That it means she had any hand in the com-

position 1s doubtful tor all or the letter bears the unmistakable 

stamp or Brown's mind alone. Probably it.owes its unique signature 

to a.n afterthought such as often leads one to so sign a letter 

in a spirit or kindliness. 

Back in 1798 we found Brown and Elihu Hubbard smith and William 

Jobnson collaborating 1n the writing or a letter to Dunlap. In the 

year just passed,1806, we round Elizabeth Brown adding a postscript 

to one of Brown's letters to Jolln E. Hall. In the present case we 

prefer to believe that he would at least have allowed the lady's 

name to appear first had she actually helped in the composition of 

the letter. 
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The opinion expressed of a baby's first smile and its effect 

on the rather 1s a beaut1ru1 gem characteristic of Brown in his 

domestic 11fe. His tender,thoughtfUl love for children is noble 

and may be seen throughout h1s whole life and in many of the 

literary works he wrote. 



l718 

What he there says about the family name is an excellent example 

of Brown's extreme modesty which in the final sentence is carried to 

the ironical. We have never .looked on the name of Brown as lacking 

in dignity though it does want musical quality. our Brown to the con-

trary notwithstanding, the reader Will probabl~ be surprised to learn 

that the name 1s rarely met with in Brown's days;so that the jokes 

about the number of Browns must find their justification in a later 

l . 
time. As tor the ucatalogue of heroes,sages and sainta,u or course 

he did not ha.Ve the Dictionary of National Bioaraphy to consult~though 

there surely were others--but it seems as if he might easily have 

known or round some account of the Viscounts Lord Montague and their 

heroism not to speak of others of the surname. 

In this connection 1t-1s te11c1tous if not of import to recall that 

tn two of the Sharpless pastels (I and II) our Brown wore a brown su1 t---

tn III, the profile, he was dressed in grey. Some 

appropriate couplets ta.ken from the 

1 The Boston GlQ~e of 1 June 1919 publist.es an article 1n which 1t 
is noticed that while there were 51,000 SmiU1s in the American 
Expeditionary Forces there were only 9,000 Bro~ns! 



Calcutta Telegraph appeared in the ~hiladelphia Gazette of 8 

JUly 1801. When the reprinting was decided on it appears that the 

editor added the opening reference to our author though the verse 

was originally addressed to a lady as is shown by the reference 

at the closing. 

The Philadelphia appearance reads: 

""The literary man, brown, were it onl.Y in alluaion to 
the old saying "a brown study. 11 

Brown be my coursers,Brown my lofty car, 
And Brown be the liveries which my servants wear,-
Brown be m..v beef ,and Brown my bread, 
Brown be my coat,and Brown ~Y head,--
Brown be my gloves,and Brown my stick, 
Brown be my beer,a.nd Brovm my pnysic,--1 
Brown be ~Y windows,Brown my doors, 
And of Brown oak be all my floors; 

All things be Brown,in honor or her name, 
Brown as her eye-brows,lasting as her fame." 

Brown's use of his name is a curiosity or' his literary life. 

At one time he signs it one way at another he signs it in another 

though as a. rule he confines himself to the three inl t ials cind the 

two 1n1 t la.ls a.n,i surn1.ID.e. It thus becomes Charles Brockden B.; 

C.Brockden B.;C.Brockden Brown;Brown;Cha.rles Brown;Ch~rles B. 

2 
Brown;and Charles Brockden Brown. It 1.s more than probable that 

1 Curiosly tr.~ well-tnown Brown 1 s JJ.maic-1 ginger 13 the ;;:reduct 
of one of :he coll::Lter:-1.l br:~nehrc!S of' our B..ro7m fJ.mily. 

2 \Vi th ··~r .. 1: ·,,vi t r-1011 t :~·~ "k". 
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I if there had been four parts to the name we should have had 
! 

1 just as ;n9-YJ.Y m9re permu~ations of it. 'Plrtt& lsavs re!Jl' e~!'i•ui.it-
t\ lv_ Ln. Ca...-~ l:a..~ I I.vi__ ~ ''l'l.o..~ kre-~ l- I ~ ~ -t-o4 {;-t 
.. l .;..~ '1. ~ I ~ ~~ IR .... 
t'- c.... 1P clmeo iC3 seen 1n 1~8 l\1:11 ill the Wieland note-book, wr.ere on 

~~ /,;. '$ £L.p L~ ~ fl.--f:;; 
several pages 4;t_ made l:l:-1•t• ... •== Ramoi. r"- ' 

Jza bti:t? 
--~~n the list whict- follows 1n11cated a~w1th 

~ 
others;that is,they were placed side by side as if B.Fevm were 

~flA.v.t-. 
unc1eci4ed which to ~ In several instances a group was joined 

f\. 

by a brackP.t as if t~ey wer~ to·be used together. The names 

~ d-v ~ Q_ CV\. 

which W6i ~RQW be ~as& 1~ his various works are so indicated. 

Alstrop 
Armidale (bracketed with Avoxedge. Crossed out) 
As tell 
Avoxedge (?}(bracketed with Armidale) 
Ayerot (crossed out) 
Barwell 
B~skett 

B~ynham {bracketed with Bendyske) 
Bayn ton (used) 
Beckwith (usedzd¥1le&~) 
Eeddowes {used as Beddoes) 
Bedloe (with Melbourne. Used) 
Bs~dyske (bracketed with Baynham) 
Bertrand (used) 
Bl~ckett (if~ negro,used) 
Blencowe {bracketed with Bowlby) 
Bowes 
Bowlby (o~~cketed with Blencowe~ Used as Eowlder) 
Br~gge 

Byrd 
C1.rborougr! 
Ca.rbourg 
Ca.rdale 
C::i.rew 
Carey (l;ra.cketed with carford,Caring and Carton) 
C'ir field. 
c·-:irford (bracketed w1 th Carey, Carton and Caring) 



1719 B 

Car hill 
cart.uysen 
caring (bracketed with carey,Carford and Cartmn) 
carington (Carrington used) 
carlette 
C:U-lhurst 
Carling 
carlingford 
Carlington (Carlton used) 
car1ostein 
Carney 
Carr 
Carrell (Carrol and Carril used) 
Carsburg (the us~ was inserted) 
Carsey (Carse used) 
carton (bracketed with Carey,Carford and Caring) 
Carville (used as Colvil) 
Carwin (used) 
Caster 
Charlton {Carlton used) 
c1erva11 (bracketed with Coor1urny .. and :others) 
Clough 
Conway (bracketed with Dar trey and W1lrr.ot. used) 
Coorksey t Cordwell 
Cornthwaite {bracketed with Clervall) 
Cow sher 
Dansey 
Dartrey (bracketed with Conway and Wilmot) 
D~vis (with Dudley. Used) 
Dormer (with Eddowes and Foley) 
Doyne 
Dudley ( wttl'1 Davts. used) 
Eddowes (with Foley and Dormer) 
Ede (Eden used) 
Edny (used) 
Erle 
Eyre 
Foley (with Eddowes -.uld Dormer) 
G1lcl"'..r1st 
t;o !'fe 
Gcwar. (used ) 
Gower 
Hane 
Hayes 
Heine 
IT1 tel: 
Howe 
Hyde 
Ingle 
Ingle field (with Lamberton. Used ) 
Kelby. 
Lxnoerton (with Ir.glef1eld) 
Larham 
Lee 
Le-rwi t t 



Liston 
Lodtr (used as Lodi) 
L m r (Lorimer?) 
Lorimer (used) 
Lucas 
KcRea (used as McCrea) 
)(arcreeve 
Kayne 
Kedway (used ) 
Melbourne (with Bedloe. used) 
Metcalf 
Konro 
Vonrs C Kowis? ) 
Kor eland 
Korley 
Pleyel (with Wyndham. used) 
Poore 
Rayson 
Redmond 
Rees 
Reeve (used as Reeveland) 
Rodney 
Romney 
Routledge 
Rowe 
Russell 
Smalley 
Spearing 
Speke 
strangeways 
Tavistock 
T1111ngham 
TWyford 
Tylney 
Weir 
Welbeek ( e.sed) 
Weyland (used as Wieland) 

1719 c 

Wilmot (bracketed with Conway and Dartrey. used) 
. Wyatte (used as Wiatte) 

Wyndt..am ( w1 th Pleyel) 
Wynn 
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In A¥guet or September Brown published another political pa.mp~et 

known, 1n absence of a title-page,. as the British Treaty. About the 

20th. or November the tirat volume of his American Resister was issued. 

The close or the year with the December number ended the Literary 

Ka.gaz1ne. 

1888 Aseae.37 .. 

~ Wt.i:..f I '6 () ~ 
{\_Brown•s life went on happily at the Eleventh street home With nor~ 

fa-~~ 
(\.. suggestion that he was 1n poor he.alth and the American Register for 

~~~ ~~ k~- b-ctl l<-p 
1
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