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CHAPTER XllI 

THE EURNED TRAGEDY 

1803' Aetat.32. 

Though 180~ is one or the tew years for which the ~~•k 4t material 

tor his biography is small it ts one ot the richest in the quality of 

'1- 111. 01ti,.. 
the 1nrormat1on round. we have had(\._ quotation from the recollect1ons 

of the actor John sernard'a Retrospections or America in which he 

l 
de!cribed Brown•a personal appearance but the one which we are about 

to quote 1s of importance for it g1 ves a most 1ntereating.,and ·.wtt:t:wl 

characteristic as well as fresh story of Brown 1n which we actually 

see our author.ares••~~ in the tinsel and other trappings •~e~emarilY 

us-ea 1a Ui& J'QH of a playwright. ~tte it 4.a ~ix years ago he ha:1 

ass1ated .DUnlap by maxing corrections and writing out the parts for 

the players of Linn's Bourv111e Castle, or t~e 99 11 11 Q•1aaR but in 

~-l-v...-02. 
that 4-rama;1e Teft~~~e there was no suggestion that he had any hand 

in the coorposit1on,though he may have. w~ hav~ also round hi~ in 1796 

contemplat1~g the dram~tiz~t1on of Bage•3 Hermsprong and actu~llY 

it k~~ 
writing some orA,how much we ~o not know aa~ fteet &at w-a1& ~u~ er 

wl;;io'h w are l'W:l'I there 1! no trace of the manuscr1pt/1:te• even tJllpa.rt ... 
• 

1 New York 1887,pp.251.4---5. The Brown p~~sages had a~peared in Tall1s 1 s 
Drama.t t~ Ma.ga.zin~ as e·a.rly as 1850-1. 



or1gin3.llY he planned his story or Wieland 1n acts ainc1 again w& 

have Stephen Calvert pre1ante~1aa part of a dram~; so that his re

lation to the stage was not limited merely to his being au occas1ona.J. 

s-pectator. 



At the end of the cl'la.pter in which it is found the story 1s 

timed as happening in thl! year of 1803. It reads: 

"it i; not kn~wn to the countrymen of Brown that he l 
was once induced to attempt a play. Some one in the 
course of a conversation upon the drama had said to him, 
"Brown, why don't you write a play? you could easily i 
get. it acted." The suggestion threw him upon a new 
field of reflection. He went home, considered the sub
ject, as he thought, on all points, fancied that he felt the 
power or knew the secret, and, a subject occurring to him, 
he set himself to work. A few days after he called on me 
with a manuscript. "Bernard," said he, "I am going to 
surprise you. I have written two acts of a tragedy, and I 
I wish to trespass on your kindness to read it and give I 
me privately your candid opinion." I expressed my great 
pleasure in obliging him. "But mind," he added, "I re- I 
quire, as a friend, your candid opinion, for I rely entirely : 
on your judgment to decide whether my own views of a · 
drama are correct. I have appended to the second act the · 
plot of the other three, which will enable you to perceive 
if the subject is possessed of dramatic effect, and whether 1 

my mode of treating the first portion warrants my com- '. 
pleting the remainder.11 lAccordingly I devoted that even- ' 
ing, being a leisure one, to its perusal. The subject was 
an imaginary incident of Egyptian history, the interest ! 
turning on the intellectual sway of a magician over a i 
young Persian, and the attachment of the latter to a Greek , 
girl, who attempted to combat the magician's influence. , 
rrhus between the powers of love and superstition, the 

disciples of Ar~ and of Nature, the magician and the giri,'1 
a contest ensued which terminated with the triumph of j 
the sorcerer and the death of the lovers.! In this work , 
Brown bad gone into all his usu:il dissection of thoughts ' 
and feelings, but without any regard to displaying them , 
by situations, or appeals to the feelings through the eye, ; 
the necessary auxiliary in supporting stage interest, which , 
must otherwise be wholly mental, or dependent upon the 
ear. He was evidently ignorant of the secret that in thea- : 
tres the most refined minds are in a state of so much higher 
excitement than at home that they require the story to 
be told with tenfold rapidity, and therefore to be con
densed into its most quintessential elements. At all events 
his design was only fit for the closet, and even there, I . 
think, would have looked like a. metaphysical inquiry ham- · 
pered with the unnecessary restrictions of being divided. 
into scenes and written in verse. 'Vhen he called on me : 

1 The ~uotation ends here though the mark is omitted in the book. 



again I ga;~ the above a~ my candid opi~i~;;-,--but-beggcd 
he would obtain that of other friends, as I made no pre
tensions, even in stage matters, to infallibility. My rea
son!!, however, sufficed to determine him. He said it W3.!I 
hut an experiment, and he should burn the manuscript 1 

as soon as lie went home. I observed that I doubted his j 
resolution to do that, knowing that the destruction of i 

, one's offspring, human or literary, was equally an outrage I 
: to the feelings. He smiled, put away the doomed one, 
• I 
shook my band, and departed. A few days afterwards I I 

-invited him to dinner, when, as he was leaning against the 
mantelpiece, he extended his snuffbox to me. Opening 

. it, I perceived that it was filled with some black dust or I 
• tinder. "What's that?" said I. "The remains of my 1 

tragedy," he replied, "which I carefully preserved after. I 
its combustion in the grate, for you to look at, since you 
doubted my resolution to destroy it." '' 

------------ --------

The ease w1 th which Erown could get a play a.cted is to be explained 

by h1s very 1nt1mate relationa with ~unlap who was one of three w1~el.y 

known,tf not the onP. of the three, theatre managers of the day. Dunl~p 

was then ~r. supreme control of the c~oice of productions at the New 

York and .Boston theatres. 

The request for Bernard's candid opinion is a detail which guarantees 

the genuin.enes& or the story. It is Brown all over to want only his 

honest op1r .. 1on unbta.ssed by friendship. To have run off wt th 1 t to 

Dunlap for his opinion after Bernard 1 s--auspicious or unravorable--1s 

the last th1ng in the world Brown would have done. Tbe impulsiveness 

of the consequent action, the burning of the m~nuscript, is also 

charactertst1callY Brownish. 



At this time or Brown's life the selection of a tragedy was:· 

not only most &'ppl"opr1ate to his character but it also carries:. 

with it a suggestion of the pro~abl! lack of merit of the work. 

When younger he would undoubtedly have been strongly appealed 

to by those poss1bil1 ties of dramatic art which a.re inett·ective 

on the older and more sophisticated. Comedy or farce,or any 

combination of the two,would have suggested more etfort--would 

have given more stimulus to study and probably would have 

produced better results. A tragedy was so easy,so natural to 

the bent of Brown's mtr~d,that it ·could not help but blind. him 

to the fact that prose fiction is one kind of literary compos-

1tion a.nd dr~ma. is indeeed quite another. 

St111,from all the evidence we l<nc·N tr.at Brown's intimate 

acquaintance with the theatre was not slight;ir. fact,it was to 

all intents and purposea profess1cnal. Thcit he ha<! any knowledge 

o~ the technique or dramatic composition is not fully knoWJ;l;. 

That he was appealed to by the ".E'a.ther of the America..'1 drama" 

tor his opinion ts certain. However we are really left in the 

dark as to any possible merit which,despite Bernard,this r~ted 

tragedy ma.y have had. 
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The picture which presents our author prottering the snuff-box 

shoulO have been painted by Dunlap--if he had then been painting--

after the manner of his gro~p compositions, as more worthy of illus-

tra.tion than any other d.eta.11 of Brown's life;: for that one act per-

tectly epitomizes his character. 

Bernard's criticism was probably a just one so far as Brown's attempt 

at tragedy intended for the stage was concerned but· the story· of· the 

lost tragedy is part1cu1ar1y interesting in v1ew of the fa.ct that it 

1 
may have been inspired by the eleventh Tale of the Gesta Romanorum, 

the Poison of_Stn, which is rendered as follows: 

•The Queen of the North •••• nourtshed her daughter from 
the cradle upon a certain kind of deadly poison;: and when 
she grew up,sne was considered so beautifUl,th1t the sight 
o·f her a.lone affected m3.ny w1 th madness. The Q,ueen sent 
her to Alexander to espouse. He had no sooner beheld her, 
than he ceca.me violently enamoured,a.nd with much eagerness 
destred to possess her; but Aristotle observing his weak
ness ,said~"Do not touch her,for if you do,you will cer
tainly perish. She has been nurtured upon the most dele
terious food,2 which I Will prove to you immediately. Here 
1s a ma.lefactor,who is already condemned to de:~th. He shall 
be united to her,and you will soon see the truth of what I 
advance." Accordingly the culprit was brought without delay 
to the gtrl;a.nd scarcely had he touched her l1pa,before his 
whole frame was impregnated with poison,and he expired tn 
the greatest agony.u 

1 SW?..n's English tr:lnsl·:ition,1824 edition,Vol.I,p.44-. There were plenty 
or :E:nglisr_ tr:u:sla.t1ons,tefore swa.r., '3.r.y one of whic:h Brown could 
nave re:J.cl. 

2 W3.rtcn 's r.ote expla1r.s tr~a.t ttie Q,ueen waa of' India irld that serpents 
constituted the food or the girl from which she tec~me a sort of a 
V'lrr.1 a. 
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Would that Brown had given the story to us, not in verse--probably 

"'blar.Jcs•~-in which we know he was heavy-handed, but in prose as a. 

romance of the Wieland type! Even so,1f thereby he should have deprived 

l 
us of two if not four of the literary masterpieces which have used the 

2 
snake ffiotive. Ha.wthoTine•s R.,ppacc1ni's ~aughter which clearly was in-

spired by the Gesta version ends with Beatr1ce•s death.alone but has 

c··h.:.iracters corresponding to the magicia.m: ( Rappaccini) and the ph1lo-

sopher Aristotle (Baglion1 ). The opposition of the girl to the sorcer-

er looks like an earma.rk of Brown's version. As a short story it ts 

indeed a gem--probably the first-water one of its kind--far superior 

to any of Brown's. If Brown could ever h~ve written such English and 

could tave plotted so perfectly,Hawthorne•s story still could never 

have represented what he might have done with the material he showed 

.3 
to Bernard. Holmes• Elsie Venner which in the preface (page x) was one 

of the "various stories cited from old authors" likewise ends with 

_ :{e~,ts 1 11.:Lia. :ier1ved tr1E t~te:ne f'ro~r. Pr.ilcstr:;.tua so 1 t n.d.V n·:t telong 
r~e rt'?. The scu:rce ~: :'Oler iC.ge Is Crir 1~_t3.te 1--1 r 1 t ll the S:lilk~ tr.eme-· 
ts ~ot definitely known--an opium dream 1s supposed to have teen--he 
w:'i.S too early to see 1 t in K~s or HJ."Ntt.orne or Holmes, he k:'.:.e~.v t.i s 
:Ei..;rtor. :u.: :n.,v rd.Ve dipped 1r. t.te Gesta;tut re3.lly his use of the 
tt,er.~e !s sc .:;ll~t.r. r.e needed none of them. 

2 ilppea.red ":)!'ig::r.~11.Y in t.he Dem.o_C;I"§.~ ig_ Review December 1844-, included 
in the Mosses vcli.;.n:e 1846. Tte only trace or 3.n.Y other source 1.s 1r. 
the friencfst.-!.p of E3.gl1on1 ~nd GiOV3.nn1 's f''l.ther from L'lmi_a or from 
Kea.tar source. 

3 Appeared or1g1r.all.Y under the t 1 tle of' Tr.e Pro f'es ~rnr •fl. Sto_r.y 1r. the 
A tlan t 1 c Monthly J:muJ.ry 1860-Apri 1 1861, 1n 3Ep:.ira. te form 1861. Parts 
of _E.i"s-1e 's ch:Lr3.cter could have come from Coleric.1ge •s Christa.tel cut 
proca.bly did not. Did the hero Is r.a.me Bernard echo the-Bernrl.rd who 
told us the Erown story? 



Elsie's death a.lone. As a ru11y developed ro~~nce it is remarkable a& 

an exhibition or the difference between Brown and its author. That we--

should be the losers had Brown employed the theme is to be very much 

doubted for Holmes knew well every literary source of common and esoter-

1c- material possible of use in 1ts development. If stripped of most or 

the sociological,religious and medical matter and thereby shortened--

to its advantage--if presented by half the number of characters; if 

developed in its psycholcgic~l analysis rather than moral purpose; if 

made a real tragedy with funeral rather than wedding bells at the end;: 

if--despite the dismal Boston Theatre failure four years later which 

horrified Holmes--it were dramatized into a Erown roma.nce and not into-

a. reelodra.ma:Fiste Venner might fairly represent Brown's conception. 

The supernatural ph~ses;the scenery,especially the mansion, the mountain 

and its caverns;tbe pseudo-scientific theme;the method of narration; 

th.e plot; and the princi pa.l characters would a.11 ha.ve better suited 

Brown than they did Holmes. 

Brown doubtlessly would have refined the Gesta motive if he did 

nothing more. The death of both lovers--not one--should have drawn out 

::ill the power he possessed. The supernatural element of the m!\g1c1an~-



l 
Hermes perh~pe, Rappacc1n1 at least, Dr.Ktttre~ge possibly--would 

seem. to show that despite his practical turn ot mtnd BrdWn st11~ had· 

traces or the school or fiction in which he had attained his greatest 

renown 3.lld by which he might ha.Ve added another Wieland to his tame it 

he had tranarormed instead or destroyed tha tragedy. 

2 
we resume the lettera of the biography. Dunlap gives the following 

~ the third at the series to the same unnamed young lady. As tn the 

former instances her n::ime is supplied. 

To Miss (Rebecca. Linn. ) 

Philadelphia·, ( TUesda.y, ) J'!i.n., 18, 1803. 

KY dear R. 
Little did either or us dream,when I last conversed with 

you, under the shade of the hosp1 t3.ble3 sycamores, tha.t, tn 
less ~tl~n a quarter or a year, all 
ob3t3cles to your felicity would be 

1 Hclmt;:.3 tr1.ns:i::rred the m3.glcl'i.n to the doctor who 1.cted to protect 
the !1ero fr·:nn the cll.nger ·:>!'the girl though Sophy (II 144) th~ught 
h11r. ::i conjur~r. 

2 Vol.II,p.108. 
3 Dunl~p erroneous l.Y gi ~res t!'l~ Nord ;i.s hosp 1 tal. The c 1 t.v Ha.11 P'lrk 

~f N~·n Yor~ wa.s the scane or thi.a conversation. The sycamo::-es were 
its best known n:i~·lr'll :.:ittr"ioctlon. 



~nan mf~aSO'niri~ w~·~~lf,-~~-the~lbny~Qf1 
ttlApaii, + ooruiide'r -~dur'hfstG~f~ a.-new argument Ori :·the 
c_~W:age0~ side 'of t'hf?'quesiibn~ I su~pc>st!ycni·n?w fo~gratu~ 
late yourself on the event, whatever it was, which hastened 
Yout return to New York. I remember it distressed ·you I 
niuch, -at one time, and you seemed to have no omens of. the 
consequences which you now see have fl.owed from it. Had 
~ot some urgent motiv~. compelled you to return whe~.:..Yo~ 
did, you w~uld probably have been here still, and thingg w.oulcl 
have _conti~~ed in the same state, in which they tlJen were~·-· -· 

¥our sister tells me that y.our day is fixed.' . Vqu .. arid '·Mr. 
•••m··~~ gratify me highly by expressing' a wish for my com". 

- - --- -·--~-_ .... ___ ,.:..__.'. __ .. · __ ..... . - --- ~-µ~-~-~-----

~J-..-at-oc~io9, butf;hat pl~~ ~iprese~ia.~'. 
Dies •• Yet I do not pzean that it 8,han pass. o.ver mf: ~4 -f 
inqad_ay. It shall be a solitary festival, and the joy of my fri~: 
~~:.ipy joy.· It is every one's interest to improve~~! 
oflr;.J .·pi~s, since it i~ the p~rest source. (I mean µie ha~. -. j 
afisilfg. to us from the happmess of others whom we lov~) I 
tt~ f ~not boast of that benign temper which be@tow.,a-,tJus ) 
if.~: · ~piness on us. _At least, a small portion ~ft~, 

'j> ~T s?are. Small as is my porti~n, ho~e~e~, :•t,.;~. j 
· -,~e .,._ smcere partaker of the happmess · prep~:~ilir; ! 

. ;· .. -~ ~~/ ·- I ... 
c 

00
ed here for some minutes. A thousand fanci~s. enter : 

my l!ead at this moment, connected with you, but I will not put 
~m on paper. If I did, vou would think me a most imperti
neilt 1q1d unseasonable mo~itor: · · What business have fears, and 
cautions and doubts, and admonitions, to intrude themselves at 
s~ch a time as this ? and I, what title has experience given me 
to prescribe to others? whence should I have gained such a.know
ledge of your character, and that of your chosen you.th,... as . 
woutcf qualify me for a counsellor to either of you. We/ know 
that ·matrimonial happiness depends upon a system of mutual 
ob11~ces and deferences. In yielding and forbearing: in 
curb1n~ our own humours. and conforming to those of_ our 
friea~1'i iµ allowing for incurable foibles in hi_m, and in dc
_mandiagno allowance for any of our own foibles. 

:t:Jperience will teach you these, and many other uQpalatable · 
_,4uths., : Nothing but experience will. How earnestly .Qlfght 
your friends to wish that experience, when it comes, µiar. con
tribtitc; to your happiness, and not your misery!· th,at.i·~lten 
yo\J,copte to discover which road leads to happinesg, _you may: be 
able to. pursue it, and not be of that unhappy number hi -«ti)_~ 
the ~em-est convictions have no power to change the habits, Q~. 
controul the temper. 
o; Ex~use this saber strain, R. In YOU\: joyous fancy.,:;lt this 
:tnQment, gaiety and confidence ~eep up a perpetual dance-:. .To · 
Y-ou;-.futurity teems only with bright and golden views. Pe_r• 
haps,- Heaven will be particularly kind to you, and perl!l_it the 

1 Willla.m KeeJe aorJ. of John Kees•L w,:; sr.1.a.ll find. Brown. writing 
to r:.1::i Ll 1307 a.r • .i 1.n ac.:-.!ount of hi.=~ lit'.e will be given in that 



spell to remain unbroken tor many, many years. It 
w111,1t there be any efficacy 1n the prayers ot 

Your true friend, 

C.B.B. 

1551 

I hope I shall not lose my correspondent at the same 
time )ou lose your na.me. Tell Kr ••••• 1 that 1n gain
ing you,he must ·not rob me. Give him my kindest 
regarda,an~ congratulations. I aaa11 hope to hear 
trom your own hand, when the fifth ot .i'ebruary2 has 
gone by,th~t you are as happy as I wish you to be.• 

The reference to the conversation in the shade or the syca-

mores ot City Hall Park indicates that Brown again saw Rebecca 

Linn in November or 1802 when he was in New tork; otherwise 

it must be an error to speak ot a ~quarter ot a year• and the 

scene would belong to October,a time when so tar as we know, 

he was not in New York. The stater referred to is undoubtedly 

Elizabeth L1nn,to whom Brown was betrothed. His ~sober strain• 

is very welcome ev1dence~tha.t he fully appreciated the truth 

concerning married life. As advtce to a young lady contemplating 

marriage Brown's letter is characteristic and exceptionable. 

l Willla.rn Keese. 
2 ThP. Ne·n York specta.t-~~ 9 Febru.iry 1603 a.nnouncea the wedding 

thu3: 11M:~rried. On sa.t-:irda.y evening la.at, by the Rev .Dr .L tnn, 
w11:1am K~ese,Eaq.,aon or John Keese,Es~ •• to Miss Rebecca 
Linn, ct.3.ughter of the Rev .Dr. Linn." Sa t·..l.rday evening la.at was 
the 5th. 
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l 

Dunlap's American.Theatre records or this time: 

MHolcrort•s comedy or •sear both Sides• was received 
rrom James Brown, the tr1end of the manager of the 
New xork Theatre.and. brother ot his friend c.:s.Brown. • 

we have seen that Brown's brother James visited the New York 

literary circle 12 January 1797 so that our interest in Hol-

croft's play is due to the probability that our author looked 

through it berore delivering it to Dunlap. 

Hear Both Sides was published in London in 1803 probably earlY 

in the year tor the copy mentioned was received by DUnlap in 

Karch or April. 

Considering the circumstances we do not .know what Brown obtained 

1 New York 1832,p.31~. 
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from a reading of it. That he must have been amused by the refer-

ence (in the pref~ce) to the criticisms which characterized the pl~y 

as a •sombre sermonizing dramau goes without saying. The mention or 

the plague as well as the story of the ~uaker and his dog (in the 

ep llogue) would strike a resonance in Brown. Likewise when we read in 

act tour of QU1llet the s}lyster la.wyer and the clever slaps at ri1m-1n 

the ftnal scene, we h~ve particulars that could not help but appeal 

powerfully. The one detail which may have had an influence on our 

author ts the entrance of Eliza unseen by Sir Robert in act two, 

scene one,where she taps him on the shoulder. That recalls the &a.me 

- 1 
sort of an incident which may be found in .his history of Mary Selwyn. 

In the Monthly Mag~ztne we should ascribe to Brown the review or 

Benjamin smith Barton•s New Views on the Origin of th~ Tribes of 

America which was published at Philadelphia in 1797· The next letter 

2 
which has been preserved for us though not ,ddresaed to Barton shows 

Brown as an 1ntimat~ of that 11st1ngu1ahed man. 

so far as we know Barton's acquaintance was probably not 

1 Mon th:l:.Y M~i._Z_i_::-:_e_, V-;l. I I I, p .1 74 f 1'. 
2 In the Miller coll~ction in Princeton University Library,td~nt1-

f1ca~ion ~ark AU 2534. 
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earlier than May 1799 when .Brown had published his favorable 

review. Barton was noted·:·:for his medical and botan teal know-

ledge. His mother was a sister of Rittenhouse,he was born at 

Lancaster,Pa.,1766 and died at Philadelphia in 1815. He studied 

at the University of Pennsylvania,at Edinburgh and received his 

M.D. from Gottir.gen,Germany. In 1782 he had come to Philadelphia 

to live with his brother. In 1786 he went abroad,returning in 

1789. In 1796 he was made Professor of Natural Science and Botany 

at the University of Pennsylvania,1796 Professor of Ma.teria 

Yedica. In 1796 he published an essay On the Fasc•nating Q;Uality 

ascribed to the Ratt1esnake,1n 1797 the New Views,etc., in 1798 

l 
Collections towa~d a Materia Medica of ~he ~nJ~~g states and 

Remarks on th~ ~S?h attribut~~ ~ lefferson to Logan. As an 

a~quatntance of Brown's he was remarkable. To h3ve been able to 

I 

discuss with him such a book as Miller's Retrospect was ~treat 

such as tew men of the time enjoyed. 

This letter of Brown's was 

Liberty street, 
(addressed Rev.Samuel Miller, ANew York. )-2 

\ 

2- ':u~ YL·1.r;.U3cript is twc p i.s'"'S, th.q 111ress tetn:s on thG rourth 
p'?.;:n of th"' Sf•~•?t fOlCl""d to ;~:ik·"" t-,.;o 1•"'"1.V~S. 

· It -:ei·is f1vo:-::i.oly r~vii~·1ved in Bro·,vn' 3 A:n.,rlc!:i:n_ Ii'~.:£..te~~ ( 0-Jt., 
Nov-. q,:i,1 D...,c., 1802) Vol. t I, p. 407 ff. but pro1n.011 not oy 
Br 0 · ·m o 



M.Y dear friend 
Phil.Mar.16 1 1803 

2 
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I received your letter by Mr.Linn,l & 
have delayed answering it till I could procure the 
volume 1~ the hands of Dr.Barton. I paid him a visit 
a few days agol& got the book.2 We have ha.d a good deal 
of conversation on the subject. I am afraid he bas not 
done much for you. The Book arrived while he was en
gaged 1n the 3.llllUa.l lectures, & this engagement,added 
to very evident 111 health,l'las hindered him from doing 
as ?tUch as he wished to do. He has however,heaped to
gether a good deal of Scribble,which he says satisfies 
himself so very ltttle th~t he doubts whether he shall 
send 1t to you. 

You have so often experienced the negligence and in
attention of your literary friends, that I suppose you 
will not be surprised or disappointed at any new proofs 
of it from this quarter: Yet I trust you will be inclin
ed to pardon the few comments you will meet with,when 
you recollect that I am wholly unacquainted with the 
chief branches of knowledge discussed in the first 
volume. Geograpny was the only subject 1n which I was 
at all qualified to correct a.ny mistakes you have com
m1 ted, &, 1n th1s,r have not teen sparing,as you will 
find,of m.y corrections. I can tell,you however, that 
I read the whole with great pleasure & profit,for my 
superficial knowledge requires just such historical 
& swmnary views ~s you have given. 

I feel some regret that all the corrections to be made 
by your rrtends were not made in the proof sheets. 
Some things may properly appear in supplemental notes, 
but some corrections could only 12f..QJ2erly appear 1n the 
text itself. I 9.m aw3re of your difficulties, & instead 
of condemnir.g you for anv errors committed can only 
admire your diligence & learning. 

The subsequent volumes which will treat of moral, 
political & critical subjects will come much more near 
the verge of my customary & favorite pursuits, than the 
present volume. I should like much to lend my aid in 
the business of correction,with respect to such topics, 
& should hope to be of some little service to you. I 
wish it were possible to see the sheets before they 
were finally committed to the press. Consider,if this 
c1nnot be done. The m1.il will carry single printed 
ShAets for ~ trifle. 

There has been some talk of your coming this way, 
in M1.y. Shall I t1.ke the first opportunity of sending 
on this volume,or sh~ll I keep it till you come? 

1 Jr) r.n Fl -i. i r L l :;,~i • 
2 R:r_1~ f ~ -~ ~ ~ c.::: ;,.:_~~_; ~;_· -~ 1 ~ ;J; :: :_~ ._) r. t D -~ .:~:-~~~-Lr.~1 I;1.t 1: l i 3 -,,..~ ~1 c.v t t:A 

s·v0:0:'(l2 I lt ..::~·:; -!0~.f.. li-:r;3 lY1~ r·evt~·~0d i:n Brc 0:.r.r.•3 Lil·'r-iry 
:.,1·,,.:-tzir_-~ ::u,_~r, l?)-+. I"'C. ·'11..s tol-t:~:~~'ci tc co::,·c:ci3··· ..:·l'.:"c.tr nJ.rts 
"t·t-~(.--'- .. T,... ·r01i· -'~ .,~ r•·>li":,"-"'d 0"' 1 '' rio,-,.,,~,.._-:,f1 t-,.,~:. !"ir':..-t- .,..,_.,rt. irw' l J l.J - \,,.. • ,..J 'J 1..A • . ... · .It.._. _- _t '-...) .::l ~ .l. J. ....... "! \..,.. ~ J .. J. \4 1,. ~ _ .;:"l 1,,1 µ ""' 
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You have managed the Mitchillian system 1 very 
dexterously:but you have mortally offended the Dr. 
I doubt not,by not eDJ.lting-The 'Extinguishment or 
Pestilence• to the rank of illustrious & infallible 
doctrines,shedding its brightest glortes on the la.st 
age. 

I admire what you have done in Qeogra.pny,but a man 
whose favorite pursuit it was,would have given an 
exact,(& equally brief,) survey of the actual bound
aries of our former & present knowledge. The facts 
actually added to the science & the mistakes recti
fied ,might have been brought within small compass. 
The chief glory of Rennel 2has been to verify,& thus 
to revive3 the knowledge of Herodotus & Strabo. 

Vy affectionate respects to Mrs.Miller4 & your 
brother. -write to me soon. 

Adieu 
C.B:Brown 

I have seen a political letter with your name to 
tt,published by Gem115. I hope you mean never to 
forgive that betrayer of a sacred trust. I am also 
informed that·you have renounced the review. I am 

·anxious to hear from you on a.11 these topics. Do, 
Sp~re me a full & confident 1a.l letter on these 
subjects. 

1 ~a11Pr'.:; -s.c::i:r9.§..P_=- .... t 'fol.I,~;ri:;.27? f'f. Tr." :.~1:,~c-:111 t!1e')r:r is 
gi~r<?r .. i.n tt" ::e_d_i·"-l.l B~I!O~j,_~or,y '.~~"N Yorl<,1<"02,'lol.V. '.ind W1.S 
tL1t rutrF-f1..;tion ·_;,·13 tr.!..o. c11l3>.:' o~ trl' y.-,110·.,·1 f""'if.::>r m'i ·11.t:.i.li 
','Tl)t,::. -) -c-: 0 'F::r. t it. Bro Nr• I 3 fr u~nd .J03 '?-Ph .2rir_griU.f;:; t f !..VO.Ci::>d ln 
ext 0 ndPd u3e or ~l~~lis. s0e a~.~~ work p~.413-15. 

2 'Ihe SL!e ~·:1.jor ?.enn~ll _c;~f..::rrc'd '-G iL t:'>' 3l~.ri0oler r:~3.:ny ~:o. 
II. lr, tt-~2 :;.-."t.1~09 Poct.(_olio. I:-~ coth U3C:sBro;.vr. spr'lls the 
n:-i.;r.e 'Nit hou t the doublPd conson:ir .. t. 

3 In r.1E h:ist'? h~ r:peiter1 th~ "verify" but corrPcted it. 
4 S,u-1t. ~~:rgew.t,dl:.l~hter Jon·ith·1n L.,m·uri-?1 to '.•filler by Lr. 

E"'vir ... ?:; 24 Oc :ab·3r 1801. Se~ Snr;9 t_i._!.or s. Y., "ill'i Pou ls on' s G·::iz
P t tt'? P(.1.lL,26 Oc:otcr 1~01. A :.::r_t,YC.t,,r :,:·i.r,.:-:i.rt>t w·i.s born.29 
S'-'"'C"~~·r:..:, ::.r lrW 2. 

5 Hc:v.-:r.:;,.: .. :,,1: o~ :;=>,,v Htv~:-•• TrP l"tt.-"r '.LW t~ f-,un(1 1!1 7.Iill--'r!s 
Lt:"» P:.1l·l..,l<:69,-,;01.r,,.}:;.l.30-l ir.1 r•"'lt:-'s tr: th"'' r.c>li=;ious 
1,1f':'i.5 c~· .J~'::'f"'rsor •• In 1("30 ?JillJI' ·1c.Kno'1.;l;:1g-'''1 r~0 hl1 G•"'Crl 
dP~Qtv~d in 1 f~~!ing J0 ff~rson fro~ tt 0 ~ortl itt~cka m~de 

1 n 18 o 3 -Ln, 1 e J.r 1 i :? r • 
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As an actual instance of Brown•s ideas of revision of proo-f sheets 

that letter shows us that the general opinion held that he never 

revised is erroneous. 

The postscript reference to the political letter ia especially 

1nterest1ng in that it was this same year he published the first of 

his political pamphlets. The severt\condemnation of Gemmill for his 

indiscretion 1n publishing a private letter speaks volumes for 

Brown's idea of honor. 

The renouncing of the review refers to Brown's American Review_a.nd 

ts of interest to us as showing the difficulties of his editorial 

labors when those he thought his friends began to desert him. 

Enclosed in that letter was the fragmentary manuscript which for 

want of a. title may be called the Reformation. Whether 1 t waa a part 

of carsol or merely a draft of what Brown suggested for use 1n Miller's 

took is not known--it may have been intended to correct Miller's 

tdeas of Brown's religion. So far ~s can be learned 1ta connection 

with the letter to Miller ia perhaps surmise a.nd fancy. 
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·~Whether Brown went on a trip to the then celebrated Cohoes 

Falls in July of this year is not definitely known. In the 

1 
Literary Magazine there is a descr~ptton of the Cohoes Falls 

represented as ta.ken from a manuscript journal and as in other 

cases we are sure it 18 by Brown though we have no cause to acc~t 

the date as given. At the same time it seems that if Brown were 

ura.king" the date be would have made it nearer to the date of 

publication,Ma.y 1805. 

As a piece of description it is of no particular importance 

but it deserves mention for ita possible relation to Brown's 

life as showing his activity. It reads: 

l Vol.III,p.~65. 
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', . Po;lie Wet'iiri;-~~~;:: 
DESCRIPTION OF T°HE COJibzs::~ 

~ ·--·~-,ALLS. . . ~~t. ~ :~,_., f; 
·.•. ' .·, :>!)j 

From a ManWJcriftt Journal.·· ··· i 
.... ;i 

July,' 1803. >; 
WE left Troy at eight O'clock in: r 

the morning, and arrived at ther 
bridge over the Mohock at• ten r 
o'clock. This bridge is erected, oot 
thirteen piers, with intervals of sf~-. 
ty feet, so that the breadth··Of·tbf:> 
river is about ~ne thousand feet~~1 
"Ye c_ould not . discover any· mate"" 
!"!al difference m the breadth Of ~1'e. : I 
nver at the cataract and at ·:tliet" 
bridge. The bridge conducts wr·<}µ 
rectly in front of the catatiact, 'llt. ii' 

1 
mile's distance. The -~t that· i 
presents itself to a spectat:O~dh:the I 
brid~Ns the ~ry bed of lilt.~ Pi~; j 
a kmd of plam, the sulatlinee ··or I 
of which is a slatey rock,·:with"no. 
considerable asperities or ·mequall·· 
ties. This plain is bounded on either, 
side by banks, pretty uniform inr l 
their hei~ht, which is abllllt eighty> 
feet, arid m their declivity, whiclt.W:. J 

usually precipitous, and .Consist<.o( 
the same sort of stone with the plai.n: 

1

1 

between them. In this plain a):V[ 
various crevices and narrow ch'aJi: .. J' 
nets, through which the poor re:,; 
mains of the river at present flows. i 
The principal and middle channel i 
which .receives the whole waters of ; 
the river at the foot of the cataract, 

1 
is between twelve and twenty feet : 
wide. \.Ve could not measure the 
depth of it, but judging by appear
ances at the bridge, where the : 
stream is pretty equally diffused , 
over the whole plain, the depth of 
this middle channel must be very : 
great. ' 

This plain is terminated ·to the ! 
view from the bridge by a ledge of I 
slatey rock like the rest,. whose ; 
height is nearly uniform, and does '. 
not exceed two-thirds of the. height I, 
of the bank, that is, about fifty feet. 1 

This ledge occupies the w •.. · ace ) 
between the .. banks. AW . . nt, I 
when the season and the.::ftlgning 
-~rought have left very litt-;1e<-watei;_j 

1n the river,tha greater part of the 
ledge is naked. The central torrent may possibly 
spr~ad two hundred feet along the ledge. The 
rest.which are about thirty ~n number,rush down 
at different distances,and in torrents or various 
d1mension8. some of them are minute rivulets, 
which meander like fluttering ribands. The declivity 
in gene·ral is regula.r:steep,but rarely perpendic
ular,except in the centre of the ledge,where the 
great body of the river talls. Here the surface 
ts broken into two principal ledges, The water 
rolls over the higher one into a very rugged 
chasm,from which it mount8 again and rushes over 
the lower ledge. Circular cav1t1es,that seem bottom~ 
less,are frequent here as in all other cataracts. 



In the spring, the whole ledge 1s said to be coqered 
w1th the torrent,and the river bed which, in most place~ 
is now dry,1s then several teet under water. When we 
consider that the breadth ot the ledge is near one 
thouaand teet,and its heigth cannot in any place be 
computed at less than t1tty,we may eas11' imagine the 
great magnificence or this tall at that season. The led~ 
does not torm a straight line bebdeen the banks,but, 
sloping from each side,torms an abtuse angle in the 
centre." 

The year 1803 was probably as importJ.nt a literary year as 

Brown ever 11ved,tor besides the attempted tragedy it saw him 

making a change in his literary activities which was revolution-

ary. If we bear in mind the character usually given to h1m,the 

character by which he has been always presented to the public, 
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the impracttca.l,dreamy writer of stories,out of touch with the 

pra.ctic3.l affairs of life: we cannot help but reel a cert.a.in sense 

~r surprtse,if not an actual shock,when we learn that in 1803 he 

turned his attention to national politics by writing and publishing 

two pamphlets on the Louisiana Purchase. The Address to the Govern-:-

ment on the cession of Louiaia.na~the shortened title~was issued --- . ---

about the 10th. of January and went into a second edition in Feb-

ruary. The other,Monroe'a Em.bassy,appeared aome ti~e after the 16th. 

of March. 

The suggestion that Brown would have become a publicist had he lived 

~ 7"~ti ~a L~~ L<,_ 
ranger ~EtB 'eeau at1.i:ea'1¥ ugt 199 a b.9 dB ~ some of the reviews of the 

Americ~n Revtew an~ Literary Journal supply sufficient evidence to 

ehow hia interests were more and more turning toward public affatrs,ln..t
°vf"Ol~.l Vt.it ~ v-.~+~~ ~ ~&..~~ ~ ~ "~C'~.~~ V,"t-+IV\.(. ..:... ~~ . 

certainly 1803 gives us all the proof we need to aay that he turned ~(4-"'Zt 

from a novelist of the realistic school to a publicist. Though he had 

o..--L 
learned by sad experience the toils,.?(. disappointment.a of ~ 

editor Brown was not content to &Bandon the field 

in defeat. Durlng the greater part of this year he was actively 



engaged in the plans tor his next magazine venture~ Literary 

Ka.gazine and American Resister ot which he issued the first number 

tor Saturday l October, probably putting it on sale 1n November. 


