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CARSOL AND THE_ CARRILS AND_ ORUFSJ £~ .. 

I.805 

-tto:t-
About this ti~e Brown turned his attention to the fragments WA!e~ 

~ 
e;e e. l1!'a:tteF ef <;:Q:R.Y&Bieae.e may be identified. ~:Y tree 'titles of Ca.rsol 

,Aka,' 'l' l a. \? ':t a1'!«<~3 ' .t ,,.,,?' .}to v.u+~ I 
and the Carr 1la a.nd Orme~ J [llne 'ls en t 1 tle~y Pciul All e0 Sket che a or 

Carsol which in Dunlap •s hands b.ecQlne~ Sketches 9! A History of ~arsoI-•.. 

'/~other~ unnq,med by Allen but by Dunlap~ entitled Sketches of A 

History of the Carr11s and Ormes. In s1.11iag W2am. these titles Dunlap 

carelessly called them "'History"" although he knew very well they were 

· - ----- -- -- >< ~ 'lk ~ '~~of;, SJ H°"ke _ 
nothing of the sort.~ '&-ll1»4,tO"b1Pth !iREi t.tr..ci tra.gment~re pee~ee~ .• 

~ 

t:u•l~ entitled by Brown Speciffien of Agricultural Improvement, Specimen 

of Poli tic al Improvement and Romance of Re·tl Lif~ t !lll mine 01 ress-

re1 aHH1 ta Car.sol and: tae -Oarr11a 1ill.9_. Ormes. 

ct..a.racter, the memoir or Linn in Valeri~n; so ~ the titles ariginated 

~,·~!! 
by Allen and decora. ted b.Y Dunlap though :i;iioilft~tttJ serviceable are not 

Brown• s. If a.11 

~~-ta!r 
a whole,wbich we ~Ql1~1re they 

had ~ been completed and made into 

were intended to be,Brown ~~1ven 



..+k-fu ~'1 ~WJ. 
them some title as far removed from carsol,toe carrils aaa Ormea ~& 

handles that lack charm. 

When they were written 1s uncertain. From Smith's diary it appears 

~ 
~ 1:: they ma-y fiaye 'b~es. parts of Brown's journal orfa-s earlyla date{ 

as 1796 a.nd 1797· Sm11i5 B"!Y'B.-

l~ December 1796. "~ visit from Ch.B.Brown who read 
me several pa.ss3.ges from h!s Journal. I wish he would 
turn h1a Aloas and Astoias,his Bathiacoes a.nd car10-
v1ngas to some account. He starts an idea;pursues 1t,a 
little way,new ones spring up;he runs a short distance 
after ea.ch;rceant1n:e the original one is likely to 
esca.-pe entirely.• 

Thq:t-"comment~supplemented by a.Jre\A~r a1apy record~ 10 February 

nch.B.Brown,1n the afternoon,and evening till near 10. 
He re3.ds us,from his journ'll,of Carlov1ng3. &c." 

\....cnA .Ji .. 
After th3.t no thing ~;a'ir 1 s hea.rc.. G-.&. ~MJe4j Carlev'll.ga: vvoFi!e ._ 

~ ,j:~.re~* ii...y i>re ftet to l:e 1ae,,uned as ~Jaeae r.ow ,u.·1Dg 
(\. 

ggn s 1 Aex gel.-
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l 
awon~ er funds in the government of carsol 

they are g1Pva& g,e "Up to 1805M which would surely datP. the com-

2 
position as 1805. The experiences of Coulthurst ~re brought down 

.a.a la~ December 180~ which "'8&!oR would date the wrtt1~g if at ~ 
~ ,};"~ c~ ~ ~ 

lea.3t 1805 • .Jfrom Dunla.p•s introductory corrunents,l\we a.re lead to 

believe~ they were written after the novels,which 13 provok1ingly 

J.., 'J. /fM tw 

indef1n1 t'! and showa he ~ not Clot all e8l''6.tia when they were 

writt@:ln;however,1t ~akes the dJ.te at least a.a l:ite a..s 1802}1m:te . 
~m ?bPirrlJ;;--J .. 1n:tag unfinished at .Brown•3 de-a.th the d.a.tP. ~be 

~ 

later. 1:5Qi'J:J. ~·e eeaa !le!' ihe t.rtern.t~ eytae:nee ~he three other 

1 Vol.I,p.171. Tte e1ght.Y-f1ve yea.rs "since 1725" (tot'l.l 1810) ts 
""""";au1., ?11e·ef'lel.r :in error for etg_ht.;t· 

2 Vol.I,p.322. -3 VoJ. ... ,p.26l. 
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\~{O 

appeared in the Literary Magazine in the numbers tor February~ 

c tYUz 0 l,n cfie 
va.rch and November 1805 seem to ee autti&iefti te 1n4ieaie 'WB"-. 

Oft ifte whel~~se ~at& et the latest composition was ~ that year. 

Though given as separate unpublished manuscript fragments with 

Sf~arate names bestowed by Allen and Dunlap Carsol and the Carr11a~ 

~ 
and Ormes are parts of ila8 same work. They are linked together by 

Arthur, the Carrils,st.Rhoda and her tratern1ty,Ka.lta and the 

1 ~ 
Martel~/ s.e&Q....::t~ ......... ~a..:tt.....:tc..o:>Jr~x~a.,;1~11i-ee~t~a"11~r~.:~p~l:lttftl~ettel'Ee!oflsl-ltJ::hlee~y:.._nn~e~e_gc1._.nnQo!t_;bll.e.e...t.t rr.e~aa:t~e~O..lt. 

a.s two works .. -
'fhe enc &.:KoeptieH to this eem~ifted trea\meat 1e eefte&me'1 w1tll 

9t 
't:RQ w;g .... ki as giveft---63" Allen and: 3'wtl~. Allen gives Carsol from 

2. 
pages 170 to 222 u~ ;o the paragraph beginning •A mountain in the 

~ ' 

neighborhood of Timur.• Dunlap adds to this se as to cartJl the 

fragment~ to the top ot page 258. One gives 5~ pages, the other 

'}~ ,Q,·~ ... ~ 
~· The amount of the carrils and Ormes is ~ not the same. 

A. !\_ (J],C~) 
Allen l& ~ts one volume hat added pages 2~3 to 262 as an opening, 

/l 

but when Dunlap took it up he began at 262 and did not stpp at 

the bottom or page 358 but went on to 396. Thus Allen gives us 

\\6. ISS'"c: 
~ pages and Dunlap ~ The wonder is -~ they could decide on 

2 In ifi::'..s 1ht1.t"6~r e: :pagir .. a.tion we sr1culd note ~ it is the same 
·.-.. 1n k.llen...•~ one volume and Vol.I of .Dunlap.'-e- rwo YGl'bi:IRQi.e 

l 0:i'lrlt'7S Mci.rtel though :t. pupil of the farnoua Alcuin ·N:is not :in 
1nfltrnn,~e on Brown's AlC'!i_ll• 
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any stopping place for there 1s no plan to t~e .work ·and no con
/\ 

01us1on~~r all we know there may ha.ve bee.n a.ny amount of - ~ 

manuscript left unpublished by either or both of them. ef tAQ 

.~~·,~~ 
~~~aid the bett~r by our author. Dunlap with ~11 his 

rtn~cal nicety about the ,..... title ~ «dd tfl!t!J:.~~~ 
. 'l fJ.- f ·/\ 

·~ ~d , 0

0 at t .,Q. UCL R>t0t' ( ~ l/'k)' ~ t1oRi ~ l.V tl.o . 

he might better have le rt 1 t .~lone or h1.Ve g1 ven tM •·Q:QlsQ mork, 
;\. . 

HAwe11'a;..'J1 th no indebtedness to el ther, we are ai ·l&i:&'G certain 

~24~ A } •· "_j_ 
of thr1'e other a.ddi t ion~ which might h:iv~~ been a49:8'1. at certain- ds2 \.)4~ l'Z. 

;>o1nts, ~ ~· 
1 

In the numoers for Februar.v and March lB05, 1n four 1nstaLnanta 

and sig~1::;: ... 1cantly the first one is '"Extr1.cted from the Correspon-

dence of~ tr~veller in scotl3...~d," 

fV:.ctA ~ ,·1~ ~ 
watch is 3iff8Pfieil.V B:rewn 1-a. 

dl!vice for verislmilit'.lde. Th~t traveller in Scotland was an 

1 1!01.III,p~.86,120,201,21+. Two inst·:i.lm:'mta in e'l.Ch nu;n'J"~r. 
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indistinguishable twin brother of the Proteus who was seen once 

at the Pays de vaud a.nd 3.Ilother time at the Cocoa Tree Inn;he was 

the same fellow who slunk into the wilds of the Ohio or slid 

over the whole of Europe without taking his feet off the floor 

of his study{~1st as if be :ti.ail "&ee:e. l.eag11ed lJitil a Paee&lly imp 

• 

m1t11uar1an research f1nds a:R:ei~u~P eel:l:Pee fer t:C.em ·n1aR 'R9 &ave 

1ema:i11 S3SP1"139El "Qy u5 to Brown. -
'Rll@ firs"t lnei.1ln1ent. 1 .t.}ig o:c.e &fi. 1'.gr1c".lltural Improvement, ts not· 

-r~ 
a.s tire3ome reading as tR.Q frairnel*'ti of Car~_o_i.. :1.nd the Carrils amt 

Ormes for the reason tLa~ the author gives the more 1ntereat1ng 



details at greater length. The idea or improvement,however,1s 

not in any way Utopian~ . ~ 

~--taQ~-t-w~lcl ~ -.- ' ~Jb: 
The secon~\the first or the ~011 tical ]Jnprovement series of 

~~k;t;.e ,d:q 
~'W?Rtaimen;.s. is announced in a heading as >eeiag a continuation 

~ft~~~~~· 
or the M-t~iitIY ti~led fir!t tns ta11neni. It has an interesting 

account or a steward Donald who corresponds to the steward Mills 

~ in the eariy part or Carsoi~and 1.+~ar as its ideas are. con-

cerned might be an account or any part of England,despite its 

being from a traveller in scotland,and has mily slight possib11-

{;f-
1 ties of being intended as Utopian. Much of the rest of ...:trft4:.e 

iast&JdBen~ is indifferent and would be almost worthless if it 

were not tor the extended account or the liquor business. 

The third instalment has much or the same 8"1'!1~ et religious 

material as the ~Q~liatw~ ma.Rttee~i~ fragments given by Allen 

and Dunlap. 
rtk 61 ~ 

It is shorte{ ~ the e~~e;.s and hardly deserves to 
t\ 

be given the same heading,being concerned with a1s•e11g 1 ew what 

purports to be history,and not with any extensive improvement; 

Tbe fourth,and last,is the best and bas a very interesting 

2 
account of the method of supplying the castle with running water 

l As only gt ven 11;. 1he one volwrie t iogra.phy by Allen. 
2 Lit~fary Magazine,Vol.III,p.216-18. 
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1 
and the following brief ~escr1ption of the decay of the prison 

err the castle,wh1ch is too cmracter13ticallY .Brownish to be 

passed wtthout q~otation. 

ii ~or'm~):s:irs-p-~·vfous -~ w.-: 
.'°;A"--'s succe!mon;'no domesti,2"1lse ; 
, ~~ ~ade 'sf .it. The' ~ss · iij;~e 
w1nt\ows. was 11me. .The: 'w~ 
dooi-5· haa vanisfied. ~ght~e • 
apertures the wind an.I. rain found , 
an unobstructed passage. Particles · 

. of dust, wafted by the gales from 
· amr, lodged and insensibly accumu- ; 

la!ed in ledges and angles. Soll}e of 
· "the subterranean apartments were 

pools of water. Minute and vii.- l 
gr~t seeds of creeping plants i~en- i 
sibly made good their footing in the · 
chinks and corners. Owls, and rep
tiles, and foxes, found a safe har-

, hour in the darksome passages.
Superstition lent its aid still more 
to e'iitrange the steps of lflan. Tra- ; 
dition supplied a thousana_-incidents · 
wli.erewith to build up' the story of 
an apparition, and rio~y would 
trust themselves within th' door, for 
any reward,. ,._ 

Therein we f1n1 not ~ few n1ntg to recall to us Brown•s intarest 

in th~ sup(!rna tur'il, which ht? retained !in cases l tke the a.boV9 for 

all of h1a ltfe. 



The customary comment on these rragments is dishonest and un-
1' A 

schclarlyJaGa 1t 1s to he regrettea taat 1~ 1! dertve4 frem .... 11 

' 

?ntent 1 oned: b1:1:$ tneleft\ ~Rlap.. Allen cannot be blamed for he 

merely gave them as fragments with no definite comment and only 

the general statement that they were examples or the author's 

varied m1nd,wh1cb they certainly are. 

l 
Dunlap's first mention ls 

" , .. . .. ~·-~ ~--·~-:-·- - -- ·~;:-;-7:-"F·~;-;·:--;.,:;.c:-;: ·1 
_.... I-shall next prcs~nt the ~eader ~ith a fnt~.~~i§l.f.!id{~ 
· " Sketches of a History of Carsol.'" I ~ -~ -~ 
rsented these Sketche.s until later in the w?rk,. but ·tl_i~i I,€~ 'J'i::n already selected_ and printed for t~is p~ o~ J,J\.«;"~ j 
'volume, because they were undoubtedly.written ~y 1\-:1,:r~~~~-?,.,J 
at a period subsequent to that of which I a~ DO'f,)f,:~l~~, j 
and after he had become an author by profession. .· ., . ~'.ivt;~h 

Of the intention of the author in these Sketches l hiwe no 
' ; '; ,t;.._+, l.'·1 

definite' idea. They were intended doubtless as part,,:qf!·'-· 
great work. The wiior's love for Ut~pian syste~ aj?P,~*. 
in them, though he gives his work very much the ~ ~f. i:e¥- t 
h. ,. I 

1story. · - - ~ 
- - . . - ....... I 

That sounds well enough and conforms to the tacts and 

only left it to stand for his opinion of~!~~~ he 

done as much as could be expected, e+ siBh 

if be had 

would have 

But such conduct was not Dunlap's. thougat he shOald:-

™lJ .a. hr1Qf ex:b.11'1t1en ef his mewled.ge et the~ so ~ we soon 

.., 
hear of them again thus: 

1 Vol. I ,p.169. 
2 Vol.I,p.258. 



so far all is safe but behold! He goes on: 

•tiiiliiS-work Mr."liroWri ~as in<luiged--his. passio~ fo~~ar#-1 
tectural study. How, or when first'he imbibed his ar'!~~lo# 
for architecture _I never knew. He would sit for a whole ~y j 
with bis -Compasses and pencil absorbed in plan~ing a mansion;'~ 
castle or a cathedral ; or in examining the proportions of sOJl1e 
-celebrated building of remote ages. · _ :-c~. 

The " $ketches of a History of Carsol," and the " Ske~~~ 
of the History of the C~rrils and Onnes" must be considered-as I 
parts of plans 0£ extensive w01·ks of imagination in which h~- i 

· rical facts are mingled and the air of history imitated.. Paits~of 

these plans· are necessarily moi;e finished than others; and_ the·au
thor do*ss intended to have seen his plans complete before 
he began'ilJ8otask of filling up all the parts and putting the laat 
hand to his work. It will be seen that an Utopian system of I 

- ff 
mann~!s _aE,~ go~~!~~e~~~,~~ _t! __ ~omp!<:t~ -~~~ ..!:1.1<:>1~~ _! 

1 
This is closely followed by 

"B~fore '\vriting the ' sk.~tches of a History of -Cars~iTa-;d ' 
• Sketches of a History of the Carrils and Ormes,' Mr. Brown 
had seen the inconveniences and mischief arising from his first ; 
mode, and I doubt not but he would ~ve given in ·these I 
work,~,. if he ~d Jived to finish and fill up his plans, volumes ! 

which,.wpuld':have delighted, instructed and 11atisfied the, tt ~ -
reader. . 

What this ridiculous ~ish-mash amounts to we shall see presently. 

Where 1n these works any reader can find any love for architect-

ure or ideal geography or Utopian commonwealths is not understood: 

by the present writer. 

The architectural side is most subordinate. In aescr1b1r.g the 

1 Vol.I,p.261. 
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chUrches &.nd other buildings it was necessary to give many details 

but from ~ c.uJ fJ them 9.Ra is a~~~ly warra~t•~ 1A say 'lf the work shows 

Brown's love of architecture;in fact they show no particular 

knowledge ar interest 1n architecture at ~11 •. 

we h~ve likewise been unable to find any evidence of any ideal~ 

geography/ia r~'ih.ough th~y are Pe&il~ fiction of ~rown•a they . 
are aa ~w~ele too closely related to definite and not particularly 

interesting regions of very earthly existing localities. It by 

a.ny poss1'01li ty th~Y were real histf)ry there wou1.1 be no need for 

rurther comment. Dunlap we hav~ seen was quite positive in his 

opinion th·:it they a.re works of 1ma.g1na.t1on w1 th(""anly lhiatory J 
im 1 t.a. te d. 

Tha.nlcs to Dunl'.1p 1 t has become cus toma.ry to flrA:tt&l' :BJte·::& ;.g 

')le eJEtent 1'f aay~f~ ~ these rr~gments also c:te:il with his 

Utop13...'l'l schl!mea for a commonwea.l th. ~¥H1ver,\ftia t might appear, tc 

tr.e: man 'Vho l"\lnS a.nd. does not read 'ilt a.11, as ct hint of the ideal 

1~ ~~ for the most part nothing but ordinary descr~ption of 

a.ntiq1n.ri:in material. IR 8illiPaa,1iRe1?J:t;l! ttu:e cmmnent eottnes vgry.. 
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LatP-r,when Dunlap aeciddd to ~~d to Allen•a extract he continued 

1 
by introducing the addition "Nith tr.ts notice: 

~---'. -----~·--~- ..... - .. - ----~---

Here again we have that erreneausa1mpress1on that the work waa 

intended ~a an Utopian study. Perhaps Dunlap knew sooething ~bout 

Brown• a id~aa of :~ Utopia that has not been given to the-> world, 

but we very much doubt it. Jdl~/tNtig tnat we ere iPx!'~ J3unla:p ha:&-

ef a:t ta..iaant tarr~ 

1 Vol.I ,p~359. 
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Any 1dea.J. geography or Utop1a,.srown,at this time of his life, 

was quite guiltless or. ~l'\le it '.11ae iw t:tad had: a i1me w11en he-

tl-Jled his Jour~al with aer~pa ef Utopias,btti tR~t 1e Retie-

'be co~fuaeEl 'Niih Ui:e t 1me v:aen the8e ftagwenta wexe nrtttefi ... 

1 
save for a poss1~1e short passage in Carsol and a few brief 

passages of the Literary Ya.gazine J~~41498e' fragments there 1a 

nothing that suggests any studied iaeal improvement of any 

corn.rnonw·=alth or any i.aland or any realm under the neavens. The 

wholt~ work confinea 1 ts elf tc nccles 1ast 1c1.l h1a tory, f3.m1ly history, 
.. 

1n~:v11~a1 h1atory,deacrtpt1on of estates,~lect1ons of Pop~s, 

s~nct1f1c~tion of individu~ls,the builaing of castles ::ind abb~ys 



that one or tbe characters lived in disgu1se,the brother or Mary 

persecuted her as Jane Talbot was and he lived an immoral life 

like ormond,the three brothers who were obstacles to the enjoy-

~tht.of a great inheritance by Mary were drowned crossing the 

river and the whole situation works out as happily as a fairy 

story. 

The t1nal paragraph speaks of this fragment thus: 

•such are the outlines or part of the history •••• as 
given in a late publication.• 

Whether this is a mere literary device or truth we do not know 

and leave to professional antiquarians to settle. so tar as we 

are concerr:ed it matters little if it is a venture in.tbe realm or 

historical fiction,the fact remains that the work 1s surely mostly 

of Brown's composition. 

J'ust what was the source or sources of any historical tact of 

these fragments is undecided. That he used Bede's h~storical 

works on the church and religion of England 1s admitted in several 

1 
places and one of the newly found fragments of the same work is 

1ndicatec1 as being 11 extra.ctec1 from the correspondence of a trave_ller 

in Scotland" may be true but that he was not composing some part 

1 Vol.J,:pp.269 1 271 ::u11i 273· 



and cathedrals,wars and intrigues and amours,all very very much 

of the earth,with no ideal save the possible one of prohibition. 

statements 

or1he matter is Dunlap anc:l ot r.ers have 

have 

compelled by the tacts to go even 

1 

at the false 

on the indolent reader. 

Dunlap ad nauseam 

In volume four of the Literary Magazine we have found another 

fragment which has,11ke the ~improvement" tragments,a connection 

with these same works. It is given tbe title of The Romance of 

never 
Real Life,wh1ch perhaps wouldA~uggest to one who hurridly glances 

over the pages of Brown's J1Ngti-~e.gl~g;9~ periodical that it had 

any connection with any other of his acknowledged works. Its 

appearance stamps tt as a short story or tale. It 1s signed w, 

and in our study or the Literary Magazine we shall ascribe 1t to 

Brown. 

LQ 
~ft- we eelllQ t 0 actual lJ' read 1; -we t1Jtod. :(ts connection indicated 

by the ecces1a.st1cal history opening and the beautiful lla.ry Tenbrook. 

By the Earl Vincent she became the mother or Arthur Earl of Orme 

2 
as given by Allen. The story is particularly of Brown interest in 

1 P.,392 ff. 2 Fp.243 and 356. 
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would aeem ~ be inaicatea by the u~&Xjila1ae4 quotation marks, 

\,JkL'cl ~ L,J-
~AQWSR Allen anJ Dunlap ~e RGt Q0~&1s~e~t 1R tae use4&.f:ihlm '&Q: 

~ b-oel~ ~*-~ ~fb~ tfbr;i1·,~ ~o ~ "14~ µ~~, 
J~d.1 cat~ U'J& t th:ey d1st1ngu1 a hed: t.fie ,a.e sa.g8 a 'Gy liPer.vrt fl'em '&fie 1; 

-eJC t:aa~le etrerta. In the ca.ae of the l~ which a.ppearea in 

~i.._l·C.~ 
the L1ter~ry Magazine the absence of quotation marks ts &lghiy 

M ~ 
~p.1a1Qu a a~ t heJ W'-Qr 1' 1 i :AQt Br own• s o~/ tfl:e iI om ts st OII--W! 

~ 

~iaW«tr-anteQ. Oa the ntber traaa:..l t 13 to be doubted if Brown usea 

1 
all those books listed by .l!'ricke,such as 

Mura.tori ,Rerum Italicarum Scriptores, tom, I. ,1723; 
S.vrh:i.:1ey,A Short Account of a la.te .Journey to 
Tuscany,Rome anj other p~rts or It~ly,London 1741;: 
Loix et Conatitut!~ns de sa Majeste le Roi de 
Sard~~gna,1770;J:Sm1th,H1stor1ae Ecces1as~1cae 
gentis Anglorum 11br1 quinque,una cum reliquis ejus 
operibus histor1c1s;cantaor1g1ae,1..722~J.Batley, 2 
The Eccest1~st1cal History of the English Nation, 
London,17~3;H1ldy~rj,An Accur3.te description and 
history of the Cathedral Churches of Canterbury 
and York,from their first found~tion to the presemt 
year,London,l7?5;J • .ouncombs,An Historical lescr1p
t1on of the C!ithedra.l 1nct metropol1 tan Church or 
C?lr1st,Canterbury,1ts Antiqu1t1es,etc.,Canterbury, 
l.772;J • .DU.ncoinbs,edit1on enl::1.rged by a pref1.ce on 
Gothic ~rchitecture and an account of the Arch
bishops from Augustin to th~ present,C~nter~ury 
l783;and sovertgns,Successions and char~cters of 
the Kinga of England,etc.1751. 

&ich a collection of sources was probably not accessible to Brown; 

if 1 t were he probJ.bly did not re:J.d the L:i.tin works enumera,":.t3d •. 

were it merely a matter of f1n11ng possible sources the list 

1 B:::own 1 a Leben <.ln:i Weri<e, II i~a"J1irg 1911, TJ. 53 n. 
. - -

2 Batley's publication wa.s a.n Englis:t tr:i.nsla.t1on of Sm1th'a 1722 
.Bede,not by any means another source book. 
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could be easily increased to the advantage of ~ccuracy and know-

ledge by adding many of the Carlovingian authorities such as Lea 

1 
conaulted in writing his stu..~tes of Ctiurch History. 

However we have cause,when we remember the fragment~ry Jessica, 

to suspect tha.t he ma.y have l!lsed JLoshetm' a :Eccesia.stical History, 

Memoirs of the Christian Church,which was translated into English 

at London as early ~s 1750. 

The beautiful Mary Tenbrook of the Roma.nee of Real Life may owe 

something to Elizabeth Brook the English religious writer who 

was etiucated by· th~~ Jesuits and whose ancestors had. some connect-

ion with the Lords of Ely and Ormond. 

c.~·nrles Martel was actually invol·led in the Carlov1ng1a.n Cap! t-

u1ar1es the effect of which persiste1 very la.te in the jurts-

prudence of Germany. They had b~en esta.bl1she<1 a.s the law or the 

land :ind were all powerful until feudalism by a long series of 

ant i-Popish plot a a.dva.nced the power of the sta.te over the church. 

Chosen by Pope Gregory III Martel was offered the sovereignty of 

Rcrr.e and Italy tf he 1vou1d· stem the tide of the ;:isilag influence 

1 Henry C.Lea:Phila.,1883. 



l 
of the Lombards. 

That any of the religious wars and ravages as pictured by Brown. 

waa,aue to the El!tgl1sh chroniclers 1s doubtful though possible the 

same a.s Robertson's History of Scotland may .nave colored if not 

supplied the Catholic intrigues which he introduced. If not inspired 

by the eceies1astical histories the interest in the Carrils couid 

have owed 1ts origin to the possible meeting of Brown and Charles 

Carroll of Carrollton in 1800 at Bernard'a Eeetstea.k Clut. 

Be the sources what they may the Romance of 

Real Life is not at all based on h1story--1t ~..as no likely 

foundation except the divine one of a genius• 1nsptrat1on. 

l See Eer.ry C. I.ea.: Studies in Church History, Phila.delphia 188.3., p. 
31 ff. et pass1~. 



Containing,as they do,so many statements of fact relating to 

the English and European kings and royalty it is hoped that some 

capable antiquarian will turn his attention to them,and at least 

tell ua the truth about this side of them. 

There are two stories related that seem particularly suited to 

~rown•s hand,and at the same time are interesting in themselves. 

1 
The first is told of 'Mary Carril 

1 Vol.I,p.303- 1~. 

'' bile -evening she and a companion,- th~~ghtless a;'l 
'.herself, disguised themselves in male attire, and went to visit I 
a famous conjurer. A young man who had previously made , 
love to her, but whose addresses had been repulsed with scorn j 
and indignation, accidentally met and recognized her in the con
jurer's antichamber. He instantly formed a plan in conse
quence of which, she was decoyed into an obscure house, and 
suffered everv insult but the last, from the resentment of the , 

I0:v_e~. _ ~:t ~pee~:~ -~~at_~e._mea_~t __ not_ any __ vi~le~~~e to her per-~ 
son, but merely to revenge by all_manner of freedoms (>f .. ,peech.,-· 1 
the treatment he had received from her. 
. The means by_ which he effeC-ted his purpose was this. ~He 
had come to the conjurer's on foot, with a brother who was a 
boy. He had.observed the two ladies coine out of a fiacrc, 
and in spite of their disguise, recognized them. While they · 
were detained within the house, he made a bargain with their 
coachman : put his brother into the coach, and taught him 
the part he was to act. ':fhe ladies were tired of their adven
ture before it was accomplished by a conference with the 
wizard. ,They struggled through the croud to reach their 
coach. By the marquis's contrivance, lady Mary reached th.e 
carriage first, and threw herself hastily into it. Here she found 
the marquis's brother, who seen indistinctly by lamp light, 
she mistook for her companion. The coach with the mar
quis behind it drove off, and stopping in a dark and narrow 
street, the lady was hurried into a strange house._ Her terrors \ 
were so great, on discovering her situation, that her ravisher • 
became alarmed in his turn, and suffered her after some time 
to return home., She did not reach her own house before her 
husband had taken an alarm at her absence. He had set on 
foot a diligent search after her, but in the midst of his fears 
and deliberations she arrived. The d!stress and disorder in 
which she appeared, required some . explanation. This she 
unwarily gave. Next day the marquis and her husband met, 
upon a challenge given· by the latter. The husband •was 
kill~d _1.1p~~ ~h.e_ sp~t_, ~~~- his oppon~nt mortally_ "!c?ll_~_c!e~. ~---



1 
The second one has an echo of Wieland in the climax and in 

the .. mora.l tag" . 

. _t4 So idle. a life as W al1;er led, seconded by youth and .heal~ . •. r . 
made. iove, if his passion for the sex might be calle~bJ!.·~ 
name, his chief business. The zest which springs from rarity 
was necessary to keep his ardours alive, and from the age of ': 
eighteen to twenty-five he was engaged in a success~on of 
a!Jlours, whose ca~ual difficulties, obstacles, discoveries. and re- I 
volutions ktpt his life from stagnation, and gave exercis~~o all 
thetalenta he possessed •. ; ....• : ------ ----- ---- --- · · 

--·- ··- _____ _../ 

......... ~he y~util°iiad obtaineCf thTfart>un o1 a-apii~-~., 
"by-i.•ieries of long attentions''ahd ;arduous ' $ervice~~ _ : 
sooner had he. accamplished .his emJ;-than as usual ll•~t)n - I 

abated, ·alld the appearance. of a! new ·face in the pariah·,.._ . ' 
him tri·a~ her altogether. · ;' ,,,. ;~1:.:-. i 

This new face chanced to be connected with an hone'ami&I-:, I 
and both the girl and her parents were too proud to Jiiaten:to 
his overtures. ·The youth had hitherto been totally Ul'lhclfus
to~ed to these obstacles. His indignation, as welt as his 
love~ was awakened by such sturdy opposition. His mothet ., ' 
was weak enough to enter in some degree, into hi~ ·resent
ments, and the honest farmer did not escape some acts of. op
pression. His clamours at such treatment wore loud, and he:t>~ 
pared to remove lo another country. The rage of th_e girl 
lately deserted, arose to such a pitch that she poisonqd her 
imaginary rival, together with-her father and mother. 

This horrible. catastrophe, including the public trial and 
execution of the murderer, reflected infinite discredit both on 
the son and mother. It was considered as the natural conse
quence of the strange maxims of education which the latter 
a~?_pted.~' 

j ~ ~~-6..J. 
The name of Car3oa Is not ~1g1N•l,for there is a 

A 
town not more 

tha.n fifty miles by railro3.d north-east from Rome n3.l!led C3.rsoli. 

Q ~ e6'.ti:J.. X 
a&il ~ee1Plili&8 i• fnge, i.j~Brown•s Ca.rsol wasf\in the centre of 

2 
the Roman l:m:pire. screndi t used later raay 

much doubt ttz identity 
1 Vo 1. I, pp. 312-13. 
2 Vol.I,p.249 et .§..§.g_. 

with \Ja.rsol. 
J( 'f 1- .-;:., t. 2- 3 ~ 

S1.rdinia ~ \le very • 
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He did not have to seek tar to find some real material for 

his carsol. Ovid 1n the Fastl Book IV versea 681-712 tells a 

very interesting and curious story of the institution ot a. 

law of the Roman town car.seoli. It m:1y be translated as follows: 

"'I must teach the reason Wh.Y the she-foxes are set 
tree with their taila burning with fire brands fastened 
to them. The land at Carseoli was cool and not suited 
tor the production of the olive but was a soil naturally 
fertile in corn. Hither was I going to the land of the 
Peligni,the rural land or my birth,small,but watered 
by conatant rains. I entered the soli tar.v abode or an 
old friend;Phoebus had already ta.ken the ~oke from oft 
his exhausted steeds. He was accustomed to tell me many 
th1ngs,and this story as well,by which my present work 
might be informed. wrn this 'lain'",said he,pointing to 
the pla.1n," a. frugal pe:isa.nt woma.n,wi th her h~ar:ly 
husband,owned a little bit of 13.nd. He used to work 
it himself ,whether there was occasion for the use of 
the plough,or the c1rved sickle,or the spade. She 
sometimes swept out the cottage supported by a. butress, 
and sometimes used to set the eggs to be hatched by the 
plumage of the mother bird;or else she collects the 
green mallows,or the white mushroom,or warms their 
humble hearth wt th the cheerful fire. And yet she em
ploys her arms at the web constantly pl1ed by her,and 
prep~rea a defense against the threats of the winter. 
She h'l.d :i aon.sport.lve in the dawn of life;he had addal 
two yea.rs to two "lustra". He catches a fox in a slop
ing corner at the end of the willow grove;ahe had 
ca.rried off many birds from their poultry yard. He 
wraps the captive with stubble and hay,and sets fire 
to her;she escapes from his hands,as he is applying the 
tire. Wherever she flies,she sets_ afire the fields, 
clothed with the harvest; the breeze increased the all
consuming fire. The occurence has passed away; the re
membrance remains;for,even now the law of Carseoli 
fo~bids a she-fox when cn.ptured to liYe;and tha.t this 
rJ.ce rnq,y pa.y the penalty, they 3.re set on fire on the 
festival of Cerea,and perish in the sa.me manner in which 
that one destroyed the corn" . 11 
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c <lJ\4 .f. ,.§.L' 
'1'>~\ .H. ::i guarantee that he a.ppr d the legend of Ovid. 

Ca.a/.+.' 1k.L ~ 
C\t tQ~ ~~aQ was not 

ltd ""''? Q. J -ta 
was a tewn ef the 

c~rsol,Caraeoli or 

~ o.RJ._ 
• eR1"'8~ imaginary. 

r;.-..U. w~ 
Aequi situated near 

A 

2 
Arsuli. ce11ar1us, 

1 
According to Cluver1 it 

w..-.i.. 
the river AinoAcalled 

3 
L1vy,Pl1ny a.nd Ptolemy 

also ~ent1on it in very similar terms as an ancient colony. 

Why Brown took an interest 1n this sort of a work is perfectly 

clear. It contains all his f:ivor1 tea, the conscience that hears a 

divine message,adventures of disguise, the plague,literary societies, 

1 In troduc_t_1_q_n_1_a_ 1:i Un1-{_c:;_r_3_~'Il ~~9.:l.r:_-B2_'q_irl.m Ams:. ~rcl :i.~n 16 76, p. 6 7. 
2 not1t1a Or_'J_i_s_ i¥!_t_i~1u_1_ C:=i:norilig,3 170_3,p.1+95. 
3 Bo ox x ch.=i-pt Jr I I I, Boo:< XXVI!J~h-ipt 9r IX :-inj Book XXI x: ch·1pt!~ r X'V. 



statues that give heavenly commands,encouragement of all artistic 

k-t ~ I\, ~J ~i.S 
endeavor,some a5e~1~ee~u•9,m1racles,Dav1d's psalms,midnight communi-

cations with the statues of saints,secret passages and rooms, the 

ph1losopher•s stone and a host of favorite names such as Adela~e~ 
J 

~ 
~ Cl.aPe. 11ew1.rQ. ~Q. A~1R1;Bertrand,liBill in W1el&"td &54. t:tw Wielaftd. 

Mie boo~Carrel a.tM. Conway \i&ed: a.a W18lmtd)Cartwr1ght \leea in iafis 
f · I I 

il&Lbot and ClaPPl; Howa~Cleves use&- tn erm~Edwin use~ i:R Aleli:1~ 
- I -- I 

Eustace ~a&~ 1R ~hess~~&nlca;Huntly 1 ~om tlW work or tQat ~ame-.; I - . 

Julia. !tM Sophia 1:!'l tf~s~NorNalk 1a--Edgar Kn:trtffiRa.ymond used 
J I t t 

~ tlle §er1e~ of or1s1aal bBtt~rs+aAd Stanley and Valentlne.4.a. , 

While the gefte~~ suoject an~ its treatment appeara to be 

~o~ 
remote the ra.m1f1cations of it &r1Rg e~t its relation to certain 

~ 
4R~u1d~als who were represented as living in Philadelphia when 

41_'~ 
Brmm was writing. What part the American am woulct have played in 

/'\. 

explaining :Brown's motive for composition i3 not lm.own. or all 
~ 

"-· ,.:. kl.) 
or ~ fragments the part which has the most interest ror -eta=. 

~<!~\ 
,present p~r~&ee 13 ~Ath13 one phase. 

As a literary work these fragments a.re only of slight value. 

Besides the excellencies noticed they will fairly stand a compar1-



son with ether accounts of the same aQrt ~f m~ttera and had they 

been compLeted and PiS&•&~i-.Y revised 1t 1s poss1ble they would 

have made ¥fi1iP!f tolerable reading. As they are> the historical details 

are too ot'ten repeated in the same phrases and though not without 

interest they ~ become tiresome. This tediousness is ~ augmented 

~ 
by the seemingly never-ending narrative • .Brown does not m¥e eles.r ~ 

~ 

suggest what his object is and so far as -ene can s~rm1se f5am tA.e 

stePiiil ••e lte~ it is to start as f:i.r baek as possible and give a 

full account of Carsol and all tne connections and careers of the 

carr1ls a.n:i Ormes "e!'iR@iftg -the Rarr·•iive down to .~he time of writing. 

rt has sometimes been confv.sed with the fr:igmer.ts Hen.r.y Colden, Medway 

and Adint but it shoUld not be. 

With a few slight and unimportant exceptions such as the pass~g~s 

1 
quoted the work has little that is new or unusual, though the aphorisms 

are clever if r~ot original. How mucl1 of it 1s fact and. how much fiction 

1a r:ot known~ =-e ttio. Brovm knew very well from having rea.d Robertson that 
I 

0.... 41.•'i~ Jb .....+k ~JG 
he could with perfect impunity pla.ce ·:my fiction of his own 1r. an e~rly 

A ~ 

1 On pedtgree,Vol.I,p.172;on the right and s~cred,p.181 and on 
cur1cs1ty,p.184. 



The nature of the work carries with it a certain amount of atructure; 

it is, as it were,w·e11 constructed by compulsion. The sentence and 

diction belong mostly to Brown's later practise. At times the ataccato 

sentences reappear, but as a rul.e they are e&JH'fl1eue1:l:s \ly til.eir aose~ 

With the exception of a few rare instances which are not at all 

religious ~r character\ the { 1R-t~ ion. of the work precludes any possi-

bil1ty that in it Brown was expressing his personal opinions. Any sug

~ %~q1~$~ 
gcstion that 1 t shows~ anti-Catholicism is eBtirely 1w.agi:aary 1! 

~tWI~ -r""'"+ ,i.w/l.'J . i/I; c. 
-.t. due to h'.1.sty reading. C-.7-A.~1..~ JG:~~-bc& l-~ ~ 

wcrJ.t ~~-\-~ l;~±;·'cai ~1 ~t:~ -l-t:a;t-w~ ~~~~cJ12<~ fl 
).t_ -t~ <1-.! 11. ~~. ~"""' "'% ~ w.--\:J&:1<?...+ +o k 
~+$ar~--t. 


