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CHAPTER .XXXV 

DOKESTIC FELICITY 

180~ Aetat. 3~ 

1650 

However thriftless Brown may have appeared to be when spending 

his money rreely to give the usual home comforts to his family he 

was distinctively in character;; perfectly consistent with the tra­

dition or the money ground to pulp in his boots·. His improvidence 

was a sure sign or his hopetul expectation--in health and wealth--

now that he was Joined to a woman who gave exceptionaL promise ot 

being a proper helpmate. So the year 1805 appears to be mostly a 

scene or domestic te11c1ty--Brown•s own expression--ptctured tn two 

letters written to and preserved by William Dunlap. AS a development 

of the theme comes the entrance of children into the happy home in 

Philadelphia. 



_J"tF""- 1 1650 A &1R 
ecalls ~ :.~ :ortun't\t 

at ~i., s manager and producer* 

plays. 

To W( illiam) Dunlap. 

Phila.delphia,1805.·3' 

Ky dear friend, 
When I recognised your hand in the superscription 

ot your letter,, I opened 1 t with pleasing expectat tons 
or a.n intended visit from you. Little did I imagine 
the kind of information it conta1ned,a.nd yet after a 
little reflection ~Y surprise in a great measure 
abated. The difficulty in which men of business have 
been lately involved,could hardly tail or artecting 
you in the midst or your unproeperous establishment 
more severely than most others. Your letter,is as 
usual,too brier for my wishes. I wish you had dwelt a 
little more upon your prospects and plans tor the 
future. You doubtless ha.ve formed some scheme besides 
the literary one your letter mentions. I am sorry I 
cannot give you any satisfactory answer on the points 
you mention. When your letter arrived c.4 was out ot town. I 

~~~' 
1 Arts of Dealgn,Vol.I,pu.?.68-9. 2~1~iae:!J!.1Vol.II,p.112 ff. 
3 The -date s-t: 'brsia lett;0£- should be a.bout M:a.rch f1r.3t (Fri·l~y ). 
4- Conrad. 5il'9:ala;; -api~eQ1i'8 to i:.a.''Q saped fsF lite eitr.)I e."npla.rae.a.t 

b,¥ 5LB bEU::o11ga BF9w-R 'ii 1Rfl'l~RJ'i-. 



s~ appiy t0hinlaS-soon-as he returns; but the appTicatfonf&l 
almost s~perfiuous, as I know pretty well-already. tJj'.e state 6(1 
his affairs. You may · r~ly uvon . my seizing the e~rlics.t ~~I 

~~·<,,·· :.~::.~~~~~··;--.... ;:"·;&iii·.: 
~- · -'O'ift"r. .MGI ~into· some btner occnr1 

·~~~an:i:~~~~!~~~y-.~~ of ~i~.:fd~d:~:, 
J; ..... w to w.rite to me pretty soon, if not 1mmed1ately, ;,." ;.r o.f yourpresent situatiop, and especi.ally<:J'.? .. ~.: 
. ..- · -:•· Though my counsel or my sympathy can_ be;:~~.$: 

·;. ·: · · · ,~ you, · J a~ . ex~eedingly anxious to know. wha.*1_.m~. 
-~~t, : and what you design to ~o. As. to myself,_•:­
~ou jtidge ri~h~y ~hen you thmk me s1tua~ed h.~P~.fd ·. 
JJ)\.,..nt way of hfe is m· every respect, to my mind. -~. 
ilii!(~ . to disturb my felicity but :the sense of the - , • n· 

~~~-instability that sticks to every thing human. _I"·~:, 
µ~~-l>e"~-ilPpier than I am. Every change _therefore m~ · ; 
~· . My busine,., if I may •a.call it, is .ai"?g . , ·; 
P. . . : · ~-and such as it is, it occt.~pies not one fourth of<.~ 
ti~~~- .. companion-is'all that~ hu~band can wish fo~'"~~ 
i~d!Jl.·1'-i •. to my own personal situation, I hav:e n. oth1pg.:;Jg_j 
~~~'"t~at it may last. Thc;:se feelings would be thoug~~ ~ 
b:,i,: ~' to arise more from the narr~wness of my de~ 

1 
tha?.om the abundance of my enjoyments; so mu~h ~e ~~,.j 
te-F .il:;that were the case, for the more confidence might I ~- , 
ente~~- of its duration. I wish your affairs would . p~· 
you~· visit Philadelphia once more •. · Meanwhile let. m~! l,~'\ 
see~..J'O'!, helU' f~m you. I have. little doub~, cons1d~:t1~a. 
th._.'8a,t YQ\lf .;;,e.~ ten yea~ will .pe happier .than ~~"''-
teil ......... Ju.cit..~··· •. I;<;. • ... -~. ~. 

·4~~;-""'1- . ·~ ,.. . . - ' :._. ~-~:ij ""·~. 

-- .. _ , ··c''·€JJ"~-j • - • 0 _____ "::_ - ______ ... __ -· . --· 

~~ 
The usual comment made on that letter is that it e 

A. 

Brown's longing for better health. 

at all mention or suggest or imply as it 1s a 

witness at this time it appears that his health had no concern --
~ ~()I..~ 

tor him"- "'~u uuc knows he dted of tuberculosis of the lungs it 
~ In*-' 

1s easy€ re;9}.ex post fact~ th~l~;Uer a wh!n~~ .llM 

O-~w...bl J 
l'l&eiia. It is l&a.~41~ to ~ supposer ~ he was unwell at this 

'-".• 

time or foresaw his fate. With a magazine on his hands and an 

occasional book,with a wonderfully happy home and hopes tor a 



, 
~().~,,,. ';' o:- "d:-~ i...u?t-" ~ ~ /.,_ {(, 1652 

•1•1t -trea tile stel'k ~i 11 Q;.\l1$• I.fl ke.,1a1 wt.\b a man ot his 

wa..o 
serious mind ~e •1•~ e&1¥ tor a continuance ot the present 

~ 
happiness. In a &11m&Y letter,.t~e en& to his tather-1n-law, 

we have round the same wish expressed and in a later letter, 

~ -

6 November, we shall t1nd a~5tl'lei" allusion to the same idea, 
'Vk.~ck. ~J.('1 ~ ~ ~~ ~ ...+u k~. · 
In the latter case it will appear 'a 1 Brown had been lead to 

~ f\ _u... I • 
express \'11: td some thing he had been reading 9,-1n..J:t- ~ 
~""?~ ~cv.> lrrt ~ ~~. ~ s~ ~ 

'f1\41l4ea~aiJ.¥-:ft should be noticed that ~ letter ~ ~. ~ 
rrk~1l k_ .L ~ 
~aiaa. a hint~/tha.t authorship was not 'M prof1 table ! ',business 

.a.a.Jl.CLUJ~~f--tt:s-ltn-ett;~ttrdty-i~t'tIEryeal~~ tie h3.d ~ llt.ea-

1 th ~ commercial enterprtsefor his brother/a. 
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it may be learned that on 

Saturday 10 August of this year his incomparable wife gave 

Brown another happiness of domestic ltfe. The entry reads: 

~Daughter Eliza Brownjbrought to .Bed of Two sonsj 
Tenth Day of E1ghthl monthjl805.• 

•xtal or ltte wottld eeem 'e tn41e&\a Cl<ki:\ \88¥ ba' a\ ieaac ~een < 

1 Egle:Pennsylvan1a Geneologtes,Harrtsburg,Pa.,1886,p.327,gives 
it as September. 



1653 

..J.l1erally. They were named William Linn Brown and Charles Brockden 

Brown, Jr. 

( fQ<o 
Dunlap •s diary llf. January ~pea.ks of them thus: 

•The boys continue to grow and. to crow and to be 
beauties.• 

In Brown's letter.17 June 1806.it is recorded that Anthony 

Bleecker assured Brown's friends in Albany that tbese boys 

"'are the finest pair that he ever set eyes upon•. 

~ uie next let~el' we &~all f1a~ :irown 1E1x:p1esst11g nte mute t1 

Perhaps as expressed in Edgar Huntly the independence or a 

married couple having a capital or 17,50 • .may be autobiographic, 

but certainly the tradition that Brown had a hatred or dirty 

h~,·~ 
and squalling children ts of/\..interest at this time. 

The first ~11.a,~aa of the tw1nsblf9f!t William Linn Brown, Lippard 

-=;:- ;t; ~a.. Iv, x. 
WI A!B Ml\Wkt1 rav1 ng 1!b 9 3 iai'i :i•ellea. sa311. IR I or lA8 B8R8 ~ 

i~ewa 1as wea.l.tl'l.Y at about the date or 1848. In the 1859 and 60 

directories he ts given as an attorney and counsellor with a.n 

l Nineteenth Centucy,J''l.."lua.ry 18l+B,.p.26. 



1653 A 

otttce at 215 Walnut street a.nd a home at 1907 Pine street. 

The United states G~zette for 28 April 1835 publishes his formal 

admission to the bar as dated the 27th. He is mentioned as a 

1 
rr1end or Griswold's. A kindJ.y old Q;Uaker gentleman of Philadel-

phia wrote in 1912 as follows: 

•1 well remember his only survtving son,Willia.m Linn 
Brown:at one time a lawyer,and I think,arterwards,pay­
master in the Navy.2 Years ago I met him on a matter at 
his ortice. He was a mild gentlemanly man,unasswning in 
his manners. He is scarcely remembered now.• 

Another authority says that he was a Federal Judge and the 

Treasurer or Secretary of the Pennsylvania Company for Insurance 

on Lives and Granting or Annuities but neither ot these reports 

can be verified. He presented copies of the 1827 edition or 

3 
Brown• s romances to John SaV<ige and. Ferdinand J. Dreer. As we 

have seen in another wlace he also presented the manuscript or 

1f. 
L'Amoroso to Frank K. Etting. He still resided at Philadelphia 

in 1868 having married on 10 October 1836 Emily G. Burling the 

1 Prose Wrtters,p.110. 
2 The. Bure~u of Navigat1o~ of the Navy Department has no such 

recor.:1. 
3 Th~ latter has a presentation letter d.at~d 13 May 1853 p~sted 

1n the Wieland volumP.. 
1f. Cushing has at trt·buted to him Scr..1_Qblings and Sketches, d.iplo­

matic, D1s~atQIY a.nd oceanic by a F1aher in small Streams,ftrst 
and second ed1t1ons,Ph1ladelph1a 1844 but a copy ot the second 
edition purports to be a presentation copy from the author Edwar~ 
L.Wat~ough,July 8,1844. Drake's American B1ogr~ gives the 
author a.a John G. Watmough.~ppa.rentl.Y an error. 



l6.5lf. 
l 

daughter or Samuel Burling ot New York• and had by her ( i )--

Virginia P. Who died at Ph1ladelphia;(11)--Laura L. who died 

2 
in 1ntancy;(i11)--'Emily B. who died at Ph1ladelphia;(1v)--

Eugene A.B. who is said to have died lea•1ng Emily B. of Phil-

adelphia. He presented the Sharpless portrait to Independence 

Hall in 1876;and (v)--William Linn Junior of Philadelphia who 

died 6 July 1890 leaving his entire estate to Louisa M.Brown. 

The second child Charl~s Brookden Brown Junior was the twin 

3 
born with William Linn Brown and is said tto have died 1875 in 

some unknown place in the south. 

l EglP.:Pennsylvanta Geneologies,1886,p.327. 
2 see the report or 3.Il Em1~y B. 1n·our account or Brown's son 

born 1807. 
3 Egle :QQ.C 1 t •. 



l.J655 

The second 1805 letter to Dunlap has the confirmation or the 

belier that Brown had not at this time any indication or bad 

hea.1 th but that contrary to many commentators on the previous 

letter,his idea of the mutability of human happiness had been 

l 
derived from his reading,.probably Gr:i.y • ! Prospect or Eton. 

2 
It 1s given by .DUnlap a.nd reads: 

To 'I'. Dunlap. 

Philadelphia,(Wednesda.y) Nov,6,1805. 

Ky Dear Friend, 
I wish,notwiths,andlng my neglect of your last, 

you had ra~ored me with another,telling me how you 
had fared,where you have been,and whither you are 
going. I have been looking for you hourly this fort­
night past,agreeable to your plans and prospects,when 
we parted,but have neither seen you nor heard from 
you. I must tlleretore,thoggh tardily, take up my pen 
to ttnd you out and provoke some information from you. 
What excuse shall I ma.lee tor not keeping up the corres­
pondence as I projected? I have none.I rear that you will 
deem sutr1c1ent. When I received your la.st,my appre­
hensions and 

l On a d~st~nt nro~uect of Eton College l~3t st~nz~. The Ph11-
a.delph{a-ed1-t10n or Grct.v pub"ftsh'e-<f"Tn 1804 ha3 tt on p:ige 42: 

2 vo1.tr,p.ll.3 ff. ( "A:id h:ipp1.:1ess too swiftly flies". 



Near the opening of that letter there is a mention of a con-. .. 

templated correspondence w1th Dunlap which might have extended to 

the bulk or that with Bringhurst. But it is a far cry from the 

introspective morbid Werther or 1792 and 1793 to the happy husband 

and father of 1805,so that it is not surprising he did not do 

his part or continuing it. 

During this year Brown's literary activities were principally 

confined to the Literary Magazine but,about 3 November,probably 

1 Vii th tl1e fre;u.en t use in hi .s fiction of twins who could not be 
dist1ngu1.ahed one fror.i. the other 1 t seen~s particularly appropriate 
for him to have them in his own r:ome for observation. 



1ater,he prepared tor the press and published John Blair Ltnn•s 

Valerian for which he wrote the biographical preface. The tragmenta 

Carsol, the carr11s and Ormes also may belong to this year. 


