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CHAPTER XXVIII l:46J 

BETROTHED 

1802 Aetat.31 
• 

;u.. ~eaeQ,/!s Brown had wished in the 30 October 1801 letter 

to Anthony Bleecker,~ he did find or make an occasion tor a 

visit to New York duiring the winter or 1801-2, Whether he re-

mained tor a week we do not know,but that he was in New York 1s 
Q-..itk "~ V\,~ ~~ ~ ~ 

shown by the following letter./\.,It warrants the assumption ~ 

~1=-at this time he was engaged to marry Elizabeth Linn; at least 

the expression of his having a brotherly affection tor Mary, 

the youngest of th~.t~•!.k~g1rls, can mean no~~ng else. c ' 0 ~ ~ 1J!7t .. t6"'"":l ~b ~ ~eJ_ -rl:o'~ ~ . 
"- WL\~ O"~<t-~!) I\ • d..~c..e. . 

~l.l-t.-!-c' The letter"1¢s ~ Qi:Af]r? cJ..04: ~c:l.<Qllt. v-...1\,,.. ~rl:;"" ~~--fl 
trl. ~ c~I... ~ ~h..l~. l 

(addressed lliss Kary Linn ) 

New York,( Saturday) Jany 9,1802.2 

Will my friend do me the favor to accept the enclosed 
little volume.3 It may not unprofitably amuse a vacant 
hour,and the ruled pages will invite her to practise 
the first and simple rules of a necessary economy. 
Take it,if you wish to oblige me,who will al~s reel 
the interest or an affectionate brother, in the cares 
and pleasures of Mary Linn. 

1 An account date of 1804. 
2 

.% 
./ 
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Knowing the pleasure you would receive from a letter 
from your eldest sister I have taken the liberty to 
urge her to write to you, by the present opportunity, 
which is sate and speedy,b~t she answers--•No! She hates 
writing. It is always a paintul task. Rebeccal will tell 
you all that you wish to know and you cannot be so ig
norant of her character as to make the written assur
ance of her continual love,necessary. She would have 
nothing to say but that she loves you still,and that 
you cannot doubt.• 

I hope,when I see you,which w111 not be very long, to 
hear that you have talked,and visited,and read,and re
flected,and written a great deal:and that you will be 
able to say,of the last six weeks--tney have made you 
wiser and better. Your mind is a fertile soil,which 
only wants to be cultivated by reading and reflection 
to bring forth noble fruits,and nobody,believe me,w111 
take more pleasure in witnessing such fruits than 

C.B.B. 

To the reader accustomed to form his opinion from the gener-

all.y-used references that letter should come as an illumination. 

It reveals a Brown far different from the usual one. 

Elizabeth Linn's dislike tor letter writing we sha.11 have 

occasion to refer to again when we come to summarize her char-

acter in 1804. 

The next information we have of Brown is surprisingly striking 

by contrast. 

Under date of 26 April at Philadelphia Brown and Richard Waln, 

2 
a son-1n-law,were affirmed as executors or the last will and 

testawent of Brown's maternal grandmother Elizabeth Arm1tt. Her 

l we shall see and hear more of her presently. 
2 TherP- is a. copy of the will ent1rel,y 1r ... Brown's hand.writing. 

The or1g1nal ffiay be found 1~ the records of the Register of 
Wille at Philadelphia in Book Y, page 479,No.40 for 1802. 
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w111,dated 16th. 5 mo.1798,among other bequests left a silver 

tankard marked •E.L.• to her great grand-daughter Elizabeth 

Waln Wister,her home and its contents including her wearing 

apparel were left to Charles Brockden Brown in trust tor her 

daughter Jla.ry Brown. She empowered her exe~utors or executor to 

sell a ground rent ot ~14 per year,the interest to be applied 

to the use or Jla.ry Brown and on her death to be divided share 

and share alike between the children of her two daughters Kary 

Brown and Elizabeth Waln. It was her •earnest desire and request 

that my children and Grand children Live in Love as becomes the 

followers of Christ." The witnesses to the will were Thomas Wright 

and James sawer,and J.Wampole the deputy register took their oaths. 

Elizabeth Arm1ttdied on the 17th. of April. T~e continuation of 

this important trust is to be round in the last year or Brown's 

life,to which the reader is referred. 

As 1n that letter to Mary Linn we have here another surprise. 

That our author of all the grandsons should be the only one chosen 

for such an important office as executor is the finest or evi-

dence to corroborate our claim that dreamer that he was Brown 

was tully able to appreciate and act 1n all the practical 



attairs or life. This trust and the turn his literary work had 
' .. 

C.n.,~c.w.g 
taken at this time are m&•ely manifestations or the •~'AP1e~ 

/) lo_ ~{-~ x ~L lN() ~ C!"w1A ~Ci.IJ "1 ~ ~ ~ 1 IS'Z k 
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1 
The next letter 1a given by Dunlap and indicated as addressed 

to an unknown young lady. Time and fate have removed the necessity 

for any secrecy in the matter and we supply the missing name. 

My 

To Y1as (Rebecca L1nn.2) 

Philadelphia,(Wed.nesday)August 18,1802. 

dear R. _ _ _ _________ ---~- --.--..... ,--- _ .. ,,........_,,_..... 
- ·. Well, _I hope, your Sunday's journey ,was not_ very(di_:iil:···il, ~~ 
... 1>~~ :~A coach, crowded with eleven pe~~?S, carryin~fot;. ';.;'.~ -I 
n:u~ over rugged roads, on a sultry day Ill ,4.ugust, td,_ll.: _pi 
~u- never s~w before, with no friend!~ ani tenpetl:t~~~~:! 

- bered face to shine a welcome on you; how dare ,I e'!~n ·~'11:.0fte; 
-. that your journey was_ a pleasant one? . ,,:_ i . :(~;-: 

'i"ou went away without me, my friend, but you. did n~t. 
leave my fancy behind you._ Every now and then dur~iig;~c 
~ay, I figured, your situation to myself, and when I _aw~k~ 
llext morning one of the first things that occurred, nay~--~-~' 
not sme that it was not absolutely the very first, was ~~_.YQU. 
were safely arrived at Y?Ur journey's end. . •;· '~"~ :~; 

And how does niy friend like her new situation ? by this 
time you have beguri to be acquainted with the men.t wo~en' 

- and trees that surround you.· You have looked, sev~~al ti~~a, 
out of your chamber window -on a meadow that lie~ bef_o~ j~ :_ 
with the hobbled horse that grazes in it, and the bill~~~~ \ 
bushes that border it. You have made more than one y~it;Jo 1 

the bushes, and regaled very sumptuously on these bla~~r- 1 

ries. You have grown quite familiar with the stout slice~"-of' 
brown bread, that make their appearance duly at morning and ' 
evening, and have not only banquetted on milk, but, milk tilhld ; 
like, have provided the banquet with your own hands. _The: 
pure airs and sweet smells of your new abode, inspire you with · 
a thousand agreeable reveries. Health and cheerfulqess have 
taken possession of you, and time Hies so- swiftly that you look 
back and are astonished that a couple of -weeks, not a couple of. 
days, have flown away since your arrival at the manor. 

Am I a true seer, my friend ? sometimes, I must confess
1 

the picture which rises before me, when I think of you, is nQt 
quite· so' ~aptivating. Instead of sound repose, I, now and 
then, behold nothing but unquiet dreams and tedious watch: 
ings. !n~tead ~ _spright~I___!_h~~~~ and the ke~l!...-~~C'.ti~ 

l Vol.I!,p.105 ff. 
2 T!11s is the Rebecca. Linn of -:.he 9 .n.nuar.v lett~r. see note on 

sarne w1 th next let t"=r. 



~~t;~1>: f~st.even at a~~S!'~f~b~~ _ '"_ ·?.~--~~ -~~··.· .• ~: ,_;~ 
n1il~:and_ dts~sts; a m!n~ ~n. tinu~ inua ioa.;~~:~- ~;. 
e.i~ _c0pstantly mtent.QO, (h~ it~ent. ·· The Ob"~.,;et6rfa;l . i 

:&iI:ari4 'tiresom~. The stuinblings of an .hob~Te~ hors~~-~~: I 
-~o.~'!~r to del~ght ~ou. Even blackberries dr:'p~a~' f1?C~;,j 
fli~!~. cluste~s m vam. You .wal~ ~mong the~!f me~~~:/ 

l;:::: :::a:a~ey:~ :~f;:a::so~~::;~ ":~~.~JI .. I 

~
' ·~~-will pard~n the ~riendly zeal ~at is ari~~~~) 
htc~T these pictures ts the true ont. I beg yo~ :1 

o.'~~e. ~.med;ately, and tell ".'e• .exaetly, bow' 'joU f~I·~.~ l 
.• ~~~~:and what you are do~ng• W~ether the p!eas1~. _ ~ 1 
!~~-*~tc~ I ~et before you, m our last conversation, Ii. , ,,... ! 
r~a~Zed. If It has nat, I shall not be very much 'surpnlfl~·I 
i but I $~all be very sorry. · 1.•;n '~·~· 1 
t Thi scene here is very dismal. There is scarcely i\'fi;~· 
!_ be se~n quarters that used to be thronged, yet there§!f~ 
' oo retilon for those to be alarmed who still remain' in thd;~to/. 

I-expect to be gone into Jersey next week, merely becatise16"~ 
total-suspension of business will leave me nothing to do-herL . / 
i Do not forget. your promise to write to me. Remember i 

tliat, with a generous mind, to bestow pleasure is to rec~~-it 1 

- " and that a letter from you, written as fully and as candidly:as i 

pleasure to yocnt tfue friend • · · - " " 
~ . . • : !- • ,..,, .:_. ·.-:~ ~. 

mY ajfectionate rega. rd for you .dt'!l'e"J"Ves, will afford uncoriiiiio"nl I 

, C. B~ B. i '' 
- - ----J 

There again we have an illuminating letter of Brown•s. In the 

past the fault has been that the name was not supplied. Taken 

with the one to Uary Linn and with the next one and the latest one to 

Rebecca dated 18 January 1803 we have displayed one ot the tinest · 

traits in Brown's c:naracter--his loyalty to the family he was to 

marry into. What he thought of Rebecca's character is to be seen 1n 

2 
those four Portraits as given 1n the Llter~ry Magazine among which 

the third ia Rebecca under the name of Rosa,as follows: 

1 The yellow :ev~r h~d tr~-.en out ~g~1n. 
2 Vol. TI ,p.9. L::i~t 1~r we .shJ.11 I'L1.j it r.2t~essa.::y to quote the other 

portr>\.it3. 
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M ·~ ...... -·--... . 
' •¥·Rosa: was a striking contrast with 
·her two dder sisters. She was 
sprightly as the lark when he hails 

. the first blush of morning. She was 
1tild and imprudent, and neglectful 
of advice. Giddy in the pursuit of 
pleasure, she wa!I heedless of conse
quences; She was not deficient in 
understanding, but ili4t undentand
ing she left tincultiva~\ for she was 
the student of dress. · · Her dispad-

. tion was not unamiable, but it was 
· not , sufficiently corrected : it was 

frequently perverted. She was ge
nerally considered. handsome: thi& 
she knew, and thi11 was extremely 
detrimentalto ~ogressiiiknow• 
ledge. .. . . . .~:">· . . . . •· t .. 

The next letter Dunlap indicates as to the same unknown young 

lady. 

~o Miss (Rebecca L1nn.2) 

Philadelphia,(saturday, )October 9,1802. 

1 Dunl:-Lp.Vol.II,p.106 ft.<::f-A) 
2 s:n..c:- m.1.rr ied Wi 111!1.m Keese~, 5 February 180.3. See note to Brown• s 

lett2r to hDn 1n 1807. 

• 



~,SO,.my goo<l R. your br.othe• tells me that y~u reach;d·h'bme 
, iii safety and in due season. I suppose the tCdidtiSi'le'SS Of 'the 
. way :wy somewhat beguiled by the agreeable conversation'· 'df 
Mr. E • .I. I should like to have been in his place. The pleasure : 
.!!f accompa.nying you, together with the pl~sures l might:h~: 

~~WO~ dtratlti~far.~~~~,v.J;y 
b~~i'.t.iti ;i!V~! ,,~.,r:..,. 1.'i;0 ... iii.,. 
~-JtO~ ,WAI~ fea~,,~~-!l1oti~~~-9(.your'iia\t1;)~~ 

D!~<:.will you not, at least, tell me whether the ~~~~ 
whatever it be, has found a satisfactory explanation. ~~i 
iI\J.ll.!V'.hange of scene, and under the paterna1 roof, yo~:~ 
ha9~Jll!,YOU hoped or expected to be. Does the ang~ Afi:~ 
si~~ration'' always stand at your e!bow, and give ,Yi'J;:.;io · 
f~~y twitch whenever you are gomg to say or do .~-:-~~ 
th,wg. ·what a privilege would it be to enjoy the co~ 
mon~tions of some such friend as this. How much· .. ' . . .. "~ .. 
ness would it enable you,· my good friend, particular~·?-
6$Capt!• • . ·.r ~·"', 
J;auJi~, fo!bearance, a constant curb upon the tho\lghts aµd l 

the tOngue-are necessary to the happiness of every human bei1;1g: 
espei:ially of the young, and of those who have naturally ,i;lj 
warm and impetuous temper ; and is not R. somewhat distin-A 
guished by such a temper ; and is she not at present in a situa; J 

tion where her own happiness and that of others very much de- ! 
pend upon her circumspection ? · j 

What infinitely greater merit is there in that meekness. ancl_' 
for!:>e;irance which is the fruit of forethought and considerayi~~i 
than that ~hich is the gift of our mothers.: which gove~i ~~. l 
naturally, and not so much from the exercise, as from· the ab- 1 
se~ce of a strenuous mind. And this merit, R. may be ybur$;;~ 
Na~ure has given you irritable feelings, it is true, but she Ms~ 
given you, likewise, an excellent understanding, and thus ena-1 
bled you to temper and controul those feelings, and thus to se-·: 
cure to yourself greater merit as well as greater happiile·ss ·1 

than can possibly fall to the share of the naturally, iosipiqly, : 
unrefiectingly meek. ! 

But what a preachment is here ! I am afraiJ it will disgust ! 
you. I wish you happy, but, alas, have it not in my 11ower to j 
make; you so. Cold, unanimated, starch precepts, never point- I 
ed. out, or facilitated the roacJ to any body, I am not near; 
cn~ugh, nor if I were, have I authority enough with you, to 

pf~y-isti~c~s~·fully the. ~art of that elbow moni~~ I- hav_e. sj>oken-; 
of ab()ve~ · . : ·' · · · -· , ' 

I. rely on your pr~nil~e fu. write to me:. writ~ me· fiot.a. ~ 
lett~ri and n:eat me,. I beseech you, witho!1t ~rve~~"T:~ ~~1 
an .. that particularly concerns you, as to· one'ivl10 males::.~1 
interest his own, and who, while he is your true friena~ cii.q,\~! 
but b~ a __ disinterested one. · '· .. ' -- -.,- ' 



Now that we have seen what sort of letters Brown could write to 

his prospective sisters it is suitable to call attention to what may 

orten be found in his works or prose fiction and 1n other wrttings 

which we shall ~scribe to him; namely that one of the f~vortte circum-

atances for his hero is to have two or three sisters dependent on him •. 

so r~ as we know this dependence, tr it wa! pecuniary and not social, 

could not have been literally true in the case of the Linns but it 

undoubtedly was inspired by them. tater we shall find Brown carryi~g 

this care or a sister-in-law to its logical end. 

As we shall see presently when we have noticed the last material 

err Brown's biogr~phy for this year it was during September and October 

that the ~1alogues on Mua1c a:r.!:1 Painting were publis~e~ in the Port

folio. our study of them has brought to light new material or impor

tance but being purely l~terary this is no place to give 1t. 

:BP9Wft was opp 0 f the earli.88'& to apptect.,•e ~a Ieeegntee •tte 

1 Elizabeth Linn's. 
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promising work Jonathan Ol~style which made its appearanne in the 

New York Morning Chron1~1e beginning 15 November and continutng on 

l 
the 20th.,Vecember 1,3,11,etc. Dunlap had been stirred up over 

Jonathan's dramatic criticism,ao Brown could hardly have been 1gnor-

a..~t or the work in which the satire may have amused him and the 

~~ 
chivalrous attitude toward women could not help but win ~ applause 

-et ~l\e-a\iit.aP 01' Aletsl-R.. Ee that as it may,1t was in December -&t t~ia.. 

y.ea:c.. he made an unsuccessful attempt to secure Washington Irving as 

a contributor to the Literary Magazine and American Reg1ster.w~te~ 

'WU *t~ i tEiQ 1 d] v 'P"lt11§1l#d• Irving was ~ nineteen and just 

~-\i;;~l 
beg1nn1ng his career. That Brown CMtil.*et er~ra$l!e' t»AA •FGte * 0 him • 

d.. 
seems probable tor Irving -a• +aea liv~at the corner ot William 

and Ann streets in New York. 

With the end or this year came the last issue ot the American Review 

and Literary Journal which had been begun in 1801. 

~~~~~~ ~ 
l ~ ma.y be found 1n the Knickerbocker edi t1on and the ~ in the 

New York and London 1824 pamphlet,whi~h omits I and numbers the 
others .from I to VIII 1nste:i.d of II tc IX. Yil:,ii'1;1ift!l:'ts91?/~he 
d~t~s of the last four ~re not given. 


