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CHAPTER XXVIII . 146 %
BETROTHED
1802 Aetat.3l )
w—mppeneéffs Brown had wished in the 30 October 1801 letter
to Anthony Bleecker,tim$% he did find or make an occasion for a
visit to New York dukring the winter of 1801-2, Whether he re-
mained for a week we do not know,but that he was in New York 1is
C ol v bt A M2 Letle. o WRE
_ shown by the following letter:/lt warrants the assumption #has

//*E;%f;t this time he was engaged to marry Elizabeth Linn; at least

the expression of his having a brotherly affection for Mary,

C\m_\ﬂﬁ GQLM GMWGQA °M

<4/ The letterlas At og,gﬁ—u%mr g/,olmx o p :wﬂ’/f/ ?/74)&1"&

€1 # C_Wi }\r"( L"'“"‘f“" 1
(addressed Miss Mary Linn )

the youngest of the &% 1rls, can mean not 1ng else.

New York,(Saturday) Jany 9,1802.2

Will my friend do me the favor to accept the enclosed
little volume.3 It may not unprofitably amuse a vacant
hour,and the ruled pages will invite her to practise
the first and simple rules of a necessary economy.
Take {t,1f you wish to oblige me,who will always feel
the interest of an affectionate brother, in the cares
and pleasures of Mary Linn.

1 An account of the Lirns will bve given under the date of 180k,
2 Lated from the end of the letter.
. Z
~

This protatly refers to the pretty red leather AxeriCan lLadles'
Pock&t~FEcok as 1ssued in 1802 by John Morgawr6f Philadelphia.
It contaired _an almanac,a tatle of g engravings (among them
one of N.Y. from-Horoxen,Penn‘s grave and Wasningtor's Mount
Vernon) a table of eXpenges,;a lire-a-day memorandum,marketing
—e;ﬁiﬂﬂfz and shopplng tatle,dege” on_of the latest dresses,a 118t of
all departments of t of the London drama for
1801,to0ks on wRrints,miscellaneous
recelipts, pe engraved pleces

ol the
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Knowing the pleasure you would receive from a letter
from your eldest sister I have taken the liberty to
urge her to write to you, by the present opportunity,
which is safe and speedy,but she answers--"No! She hates
writing. It 1s always a painful task. Rebeccal will tell
you all that you wish to know and you cannot ve so ig-
norant of her character as to make the written assur-
ance of her continual love,necessary. She would have
nothing to say but that she loves you still,and that
you cannot doubt."

I nope,when I 8see you,which will not be very long,to
hear that you have talked,and visited,and read,and re-
flected,and written a great deal:and that you will bve
able to say,of the last six weeks--they have made you
wiser and better. Your mind is a fertile soil,which
only wants to be cultivated by reading and reflection
to bring forth noble fruits,and nobody,vbelieve me,will
take more pleasure in witnessing such fruits than

C.B.B.

To the reader accustomed to form his opinion from the gener-
ally-used references that letter should come as an i1llumination.
It reveals a Brown far different from the usual one.

Flizabeth Linn's dislike for letter writing we shall have
occasion to refer to again when we come to summarize her char-

acter in 180%4.

The next information we have of Brown is surprisingly striking
by contrast.

Under date of 26 April at Philadelphia Brown and Richard Waln,

. 2
a son-in-law,were affirmed as executors of the last will and

testanent of Brown's maternal grandmother Elizabeth Armitt. Her

1 We shall see and hear more of her presently.

2 There ig a copy of the will entirely irn Brown's handwriting.
The original ray be found ir the records of the Register of
wille at Philadelphia in Book Y, page u479,No.H0 for 1802.
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will,dated 16th. 5 mo.1798,among other bequests left a silver

tankard marxed “"E.L." to her great grand-daughper Elizabeth

Waln Wister,her home and its contents including her wearing
apparel were left to Charles Brockden Brown in trust for her
daughter Mary Brown. She empowered her executors or executor to
sell a ground rent of h1li pef year,the interest to bve applied

to the use of Mary Brown and on her death to be divided share

and share alike between the children of her two daughters Mary
Brown and Elizabeth Waln. It was her *earnest desire and request
that my children and Grand children Live in Love as becomes the
followers of Christ.” The witnesses to the will were Thomas Wright
and James Sawer,and J.Wampole the deputy register took their oaths.
Elizateth Armitt died on the 17th. of April. The continuation of
this important trust is to be found in the last year of Brown's
life,to which the reader is referred.

As in that letter to Mary Linn we have here another surprise.
-Tnat our author orf all the gr;ndsons should be the only one chosen
for such an important office as executor is the finest of evi-
dence to corrovorate our claim that dreamer that he was Brown

was fully able to appreciate and act in all the practical
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affairs of 1life. This trust and the turn his literary work had

Cabuelng
taken at thlis time are me#édy manifestations of the -supardor

intelligence of Brown,it=edi-mattels,
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The next letter i3 given by Dunlap and indicated as addressed

to an unknown young lady. Time and fate have removed the necessity
for any secrecy in the matter and we supply the missing name.

To ¥i33 (Rebecca Linn.2)
Philadelphia,(Wednesday )august 18,1802.

My dear R. - -
- 'Well, X hope, your r Sunday’s _]onrney was not very'

_.A'ble, A coach, crowded with eleven persons, carrying yophfty
nules, over rugged roads,on a sultry day in.August, td.a plice!
you never saw before, with .no friendly- antg tenderlx;xem;mif

- bered face to shine a welcome on you ; how dare J even- Izgpel

that your journey was a pleasant one ? . e

You went away without me, my frlend but you dld _mot
leave my fancy behind you. Every now and then durmg ghat
day, 1 figured your situation to myself, and when I awoke
fiext morning one of the first things that occurred, nay, 1 .am'
not sure that it was not absolutely the very first, was tha.t' u.
were safely arrived at your journey’s end. , '~

And how does niy friend like her new situation ? ? by thxs
time you have begun to be acquamted with the men; women
and trees that surround you.” You have looked several umea,
out of your chamber window on a meadow that lies befote ity |
with the hobbled horse that grazes in it, and the blackben'y:
bushes that border it. You have made more than one YI.SIt 10 |
the bushes, and regaled very sumptuously on these blackber-
ries. You have grown quite familiar with the stout shces of
brown bread, that make their appearance duly at mormng and .
evening, and have not only banquetted on milk, but, milk maid ;
like, have provided the banquet with your own hands. The/
pure airs and sweet smells of your hew ahode, inspire you with
a thousand agreeable reveries. Health and cheerfulness have
taken possession of you, and time fligs so swiftly that you look
back and are astonished that a couple of weeks, not a couple of
days, have flown away since your arrival at the manor.

Am I a true seer, my friend? sometimes, I must confess,
the picture which rises before me, when I think of you, is nat
quite so captivating. Instead of sound repose, I, now and
then, behold nothing but unquiet dreams and tedious watch-
ings. Instead of sprightly thoughts and_the keen appetite

1 Voi.IT,p.1l05 f¥{. ‘
5> This 13 the Revecca Linn of the 9 January letter. See note on

same with next lattar.
I
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that ‘¢an feast even at a fai'me;?’s tahle,ﬂxsi il
mﬁgl and dxsgusts a mind ‘kbnnuuaﬁ? usiig of
e constantly intent Qn.t;he absent.  The s bré Yor'ls,
ill and tirésome. The stumblmgs of an hobbled horse hive'
‘no power to delight you. Even blackberries drsplay ﬂte
*licigds clusters in vain. You walk among them, me
cau?e"ybu can take no path which is not beset with
ydu pfm:k them as you go, for want of thought. AR S A
*Youe will pardon the friendly zeal that is anmm%&
&hm%’f these pictures is the true oné. I beg fite.
't ‘me xmmedlately, and tell me, exactly, how you fe’ef“%v
yow&e ;and what you are domg. Whether the pledsin 1
%, n
i Peet«ﬁhach I set before you, in our last conversation, H: ;
{mahied. If it has not, I shall not be very much’ surpnga,'i
ibut T shall be very sorry. L
i Th scene here is very dismal. There is scarcely a'so,@to
: be seex?'ln quarters that used to be thronged, yet ther&™; féﬁs
< mb résgon for those to be alarmed who still remain in thé‘é{ty
- L-expect to be gone into Jersey next week, merely because”tiffe*
:

totat 'suspension of business will leave me nothing to dohere.

s+ Do not forget. your promise to write to me. Remember
that, with a generous mind, to bestow pleasure is to recefve it,
and that a letter from you, written as fully and as candldly as'
my affectionate regard for you d®erves, will afford uncommon
pleasure to yoG# tfue frnend ' :

L4
B

There again we have an illuminating letter of Brown's. In the
past the fault has bveen that the name was not supplied. Taken
with the one to Mary Linn and with the next one and the latest one to
Rebecca dated 18 January 1803 we nave displayed one of the finest '
traits in Brown's character--his loyalty to the family he was to
marry into. what he thought of Rebecca's character 1is th be seen in

' 2
those four Portraits as given in the Literary Magazine among which

the third 13 Rebecca under the name of Rosa,as follows:

9 Oub %‘T'lp14~o

1 The vellow IT=ver nad e
1 r{ad 1t n=2cess3ary to quote the other

2 Vol.11,p0.9. Later we
portraitl.

T
hal

s 7
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">#Rosa was a striking contrast with
‘her two elder sisters. She was
tly as the lark when he hails
rst blush of morning. She was
1nld and imprudent, and neglectful
of advice. Giddy in the pursuit of
pleasure, she was heedless of conse-
quences. She was not deficient in
understanding, but thdt understand-
ing she left uncultivated, for she was
the student of dress. - Her disposi-
' tion was not unamiable, but it was
- not .sufficiently corrected: it was
frequently perverted. - She was ge-
nerally considered handsome : this
she knew, and this was extremely
demmenta.lto hegprogres mknow¢
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1l
The next letter Dunlap indicates as to the same unknown young

lady.

To Miss (Rebecca Linn.2)

Philadelphila,( Ssaturday, )October 9,1802.

1 Duniap,vol.II,p.1l06 ff.cf'Ab

—

_2 8he married William X=ese¢,5 February 1803. See note to Brown's
lett=2r to him in 1807.
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0, my good R. your brother tells me that you reaebed ‘Home |

‘nn safety and in due season. I suppose the tediousness. of ‘the |
way wai somewhat beguiled by the agreeable conversation of

Mr. E* Ishould like to have been in his place. The pleasure
of accompa.nvm you, together with the pleasures I mlght hopo
ing one ofyour famﬂybcﬁtﬂl’lﬁhm, woul
dyvadit, Yot ot mmwam&mvm 2
bugftgint . 08Y Sroaned 1 s o, A
M mﬁ,‘gpg,n;l @&‘L fear,‘ ;Be motive, of your ag‘ty, Jolg;.
neymbut. will you not, at least, tell me whether the tp-yst&gg,
whatever it be, has found a satlsfaclory explanation. Whetl{l ’
inyghis change of scene, and under the paternal roof, yo% is
happy.ag.you hoped or expected to be. Does the angel ::!cop-

sideration” always stand at your elbow, and gwe yau,, y
fngx};lly twitch whenever you are going to say or do 2 wgng
thing. What a privilege would it be to enjoy. the congant a g
monitions of some such friend as this. How much uphappi:
ness would it enable you, my good friend, partlcular yf 1o
escape, ;
Caution, forbearance, a constant curb upon the thoughts and
the tongue are necessary to the happiness of every human being:
especially of the young, and of those who have naturally a;
warm and impetuous temper ; and is not R. somewhat distin-|
guished by such a temper ; and is she not at present in a situg- i
tion where her own happiness and that of others very much de |
pend upon her circumspection ? o
What infinitely greater merit is there in that meekness and
forbearance which is the fruit of forethought and consndemhq‘ni
{

Cn-

MA

o"’"

than that which is the gift of our mothers : which govems us |
naturally, “and not so much from the exercise, as from the ab-
sence of a strenuous mind. And this merit, R. may be ygurs.-:
Nature has given you irritable feelings, it is true, but she’ Tids?
given you, likewise, an excellent understanding, and thus ena-{
bled you to temper and controul those feelings, and thus to se-'!
cure to yourself greater merit as well as greater happiness’
than can possibly fall to the share of the naturally, msnpldfy, '
unreflectingly meek.

But what a preachment is here ! I am afraid it will dlsgust ‘
you. I wish you happy, but, alas, have it notin my power to; i
make you so. Cold, unanimated, starch precepts, never point-
ed out, or facilitated the road to any body, I am not near!
cnough, nor if I were, have 1 authomy enough with you, to

pfay successfully the part of that elbow momtor I ha.ve spoken
of above. -

I rély on your promlse to write to me wnte me nzt 2 shoff
letter,L and treat me, I beseech" you, thhout resem*“*‘Tell me!
all “that particularly concerns you, as to one Who maiesﬁburl
interest his own, and who, while he is your true frlena ca:mm;i
butbe a disinterested one. .

trayelling comzanlon,ininowi.
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Now that we have seen what sort of letters Brown could write to
his prospective sisters it is suitable to call attention to what may
ofter. be found in his works of prose riction and in other writings
which we 8hall ascrive to him; namely tnat one of thé favorite circum-
stances for his hero is to have two or tnree.sistera-dependent on him..
So far as we know thils dependéhce,tf 1t was pecuniary and not social,
could not have been literally true in the case of the Linns bdbut it
undoubtedly was insplired by them. Later we shall find Brown carryiag
this care of a sister-in-l1aw to 1ts loglcal end.

As we shall see presently when we have noticed the last material
of Brown'a bilography for tnis year it was during September and October_

that the Dialogues on Music and Palxnting were published in the Port.

Eolio. Our study of them nas brought to 1ight new material of impor-
tance butl veing purely literary this is nc place to give it.

—Browa—wad ane_orlf_ilhe sarllest—to—apprecirte—and—recognise—thoe
1 Flizaveth Linn's.




S7A
C)(d\alt X?h-o/’@; 73 .ﬁa/H?Z:L Gy ?]-v-&mw

(Mo Loty K
<7 J ectn. #a ?TD'Z.>
//\1: L‘L‘A— .c.,&;};kg &:&f/k&uﬂ Y wy
A ) (e W A\ [V et fongy —
W ok k\m»ﬁk% "betie & «lzf% fﬁhﬁ
Lt e Arrsl Yok e &etal \an
lh i wodd e LR e
710}1.1 \'N.M

’ Ohatry W W(U\&‘

wn b L»H‘zx« ,—-‘&Zﬂt'\?/’l’é‘:g.g ?w wlne
(w2 @ g YLz ace vwek oy 1y 22cus

d et gptEml AL mfwm 9
Vot wf Comeendo £ b’tm >\m0w-2
Nrurte, Qrmt — oamd Mg W T Afda adacy
b 15 Wk & wh g oo Pz W ol | ol
L0t wet do Al M A ol net
Wt ts GL/PCZ \xi%\nﬂv‘{" \'\o\rﬂf: o ﬂ*ﬁ‘h*;ﬁ wo k
\Ae\‘»‘l mﬂ.’l’u%z L

The fote pritalio. hot n TEA Gefuo oG Grom

MAwwcm/R(e by oo @ 90«/&«% G ¢+ Co.

ey 25 M e P52 160 | ot 35 St
Anet ptiect, leedevig 1t beitid ”’ﬁl—hﬁ.’(,—

M‘r.— WHC Q L\v:, liQ\“t—r'l('av( Wn!{ e 4L

K,ﬁ)f CL onn b - C_‘_g\@ (hw%nlf‘ /713> (}ZL.V‘(.’K




ké—&,é}w/h e Valt ;mlmouau;
Amﬁuk L.aq /LZC«maZZoL

7L\lfuz C'ﬂ-’ﬁ/ﬁ:e_ A u@»cz ’L'\Tv'o
&%ad“*‘"’ksﬂ“f:us G uéﬁ w\e@ ¥

Loy g abett L, @ 2oty o [F607S

@/Lm—u‘u W ey we (Q)/?ﬁ /Qaf'-z“’«?(- %%Cq-?um/ﬁ;z,




1471

promising work Jonathan 0Oldstyle which made its appearance in the

New Yorkx Morning Chronicle beginning 15 November and continuing on

1
the 20th.,becember 1,3,11,etc. Dunlap had been stirred up over

Jonathan's dramatic criticism,so Brown could hardly have been ignor-

ant of the work in which the satire may have amused him and the
o
chivalrous attitude toward women could not help but win the applause

~olAre~anthor-ofArcwin. Be that as it may,it was in December el-this.

year he made an unsuccessful attempt to secure Washington Irving as

a contributor to the Literary Magazine and American Register whiek,

Wit ST TERIIas eIt el . Irving was kes nineteen and just
W el
veginning his career. That Brown Ofkneed—0il, Lot itetmiialirdiittamia, N1imn

seems probable for Irving ¥afmbddermliviag at the corner of William

and Ann streets 1in NéW York.

With the end of this year came the last 1issue of the American Review

and Literary Journal which had been begun in 1801.

et vl

o

1 A may be found in the Knickercocker edition and the res% in the
New York and London 1824 pamphlet,whizh omits I and numbers the
othners from I to VIII instead of II tc IX. Unfesbunsbely Yhe
dates of the 1ast four ar= not glven.




