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JANE TALBOT

1301

r

Jane Talbot,a novel was published pseudonynmously by John Conrad
Wwas pmad &~£a&aqﬁﬂﬁ% " 2
and Co.,of Philadelphia. With two engravings 1+Afonstitute§ numbar

#

four of W \series/ e=t343ield the Select Fovei%land was the oniy 1llustra-—
ted rirst editicn published during Brown'a [ife.

Conrad's Select Novels 13 not generzlly known but was an interesting

-

collecticn planned to comprise a wide and worthy field. Whether it

Ao e

aver covered the gz Tield is ret—==cF., Tne Catalogue

of Novelis and Romances 1ssued vy Conrad with the date =% 15 October

180¥‘explains the series! as—feilowss

“Select Novels,now publishing by subscription,at one dollar
per volume,ornamented with engravings oty tke Ifirst artists,<
and printed on a superlfine wove paper...De Valcourt,3 by
Mre.Bennet;the F¥octurnal Visit by ¥rs.Roche,author or the
Children of the Abvey;Jane Talbot by C.B.Brown;Clermont by
Mrs.koche;Frmeline the Orphan of the Castle,by Charlotte
Smith;and Don guixote,are now finisned in a style of elegance
hitherte unequalled ia this country,and form the thirteen
first volumes of the series,which,when completed,will compris
the entire works ot Fielding Richardson, Smollett,DeFoe,M'Ken—
zie,Goldsmith,Hawkeswortn,Swift,Sterne,Miss Burney,Mra.Rat—
¢cliffe,Mrs.Roche, ¥Mrs.Bennet,Holcroft,Moore,Cumberliand,Char-
lotte Smith,and all the most esteemed authors,wlth every new
novel of merit."”

"1 A copy found B845% in ssevend—voiume—of Brown's Literary Magazing, VL, 1T
o An advertisement in Vel.II of the"second edition'of Edgar Huntly

adds "from designs by Barralet.® rFhe Don gQuixote plates were by

Lawson, Tanner and Seymour frow Jdrawings by Stothard. The phiiajdel-

phia Gazettse 2 April 1803 advertlsed ths series with two engravings

in each by Barralet.
3~@h&Lﬂopj examined has nothing to 1dentify it with the series except

the hezding at ths top of ths engravings.




g:zEr-eé;a%ewals—we;k%1 The first volume of

’

the serles was De Valcourt &=d the second and third comprised The

andd
Nocturn ;_E;si%ihfiiﬁ Brown's book¥as the fou*thffgekﬂéa&;—éeur

- T and Bt
M%

L |
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wermess were all published in 1801. The 3E klin_ ihe riss

Wane. (P
was Clermonl IN-Jliio<ro=umes pat published weessdd 1302,

@ y
Jane Taibel has been $&2 Diblicgraphical stumbling-block,fex

¥ Thers 1s
Cmmﬁ(' &qul"‘fﬁj‘(_ én«

w(n.\C.L. '
-;%E%§I)ha=a:mzq§?hﬂa perpetuate the error thzt it was first

publishied 1in England by Brown's byother James in 1804. The mistake

&G

is pocsshaiy- due 10 &B8—Wexl having been reprinted there at that date.

John Davis wesbskeeyr in his Travels of 86 23 June ESiiob—Hs—a

plcture] #F Brown writing Jane Talbotl, as—Feslews——

"At Pniladelphia I fcund Mr.Brown,who felt no remission
of his literary diligence,by a change of abode. He was
1n£%tiating himself into the faver of the ladies by
wriiing a new novel,and rivalling Lopez de Vega by

the multitude of his works. Mr.Brown introduced me to
Mr.Bickins,and Mr.Dickins to Mr.Demnie;...."

_The most important detall concerning the composition 1s that

it was hastily begun on the day following the publicaticen of Clara

1 Londoen,l803,p-205.0T N.Y., 1909 cd. by L.d.Moryrison,p.222.
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Howard. Brown essbdserddy worked on it for about two weekxs before he
e iy

a .
toox &< July outing up the ﬁudson and through New England. Partly be-

causs 1t 1s so differ2nt in Xxind and partly for reasons stated in our

Y

study of Clara Howard it is po3ssivle—and shouli-—93ls2—no—surorige—iF-

Ellzabeth Linn,who was Juite

czpablis ol i1, may kave had a khand in its composition.
£
According to Brown's Journal ziven by ITunlap 1t was July 10 whan ne

taik24d with the mate ol the Hudson river sloop and found some miterial

for Jane Talnot:

"The mate has besn itelling M2 his adveanturés. A very crude
and brlef tale it was,but accertavle and pleasing to me..
A voyage round the globe 13 a very trivial adventure,now-
a-3days. This man has been twice to Nootka,2 thence to Can-
ton,and thence to Europe and home."

Upon Brow

Tie mate's voyvages ware “boiled
down® to one in Mrs.Montford's l1lstter (LXVI) in which she tells Jane

some of the travels of Henry Colden. Colden wdwessdl 3dda other details

%o—%hat_aeséunx in letter LXIX.

Though #&—#8 perfected to a greater degree than #% usual with
the masters of the epistelary novel the plot is for the most part

a new combination of the edd ideas emkibitted in Clarissa Harlowe.

1 ITf she wrote the letters of the female characters she did two-tnirds

etther——49 to 24,
2 In Vancouver Islard,British Coliumbia. An Indian trite memed Moahcoht

lived there.




Like Clara Howard the letters have no complete heading so ¥=a3

\a
the reader te—»e compailed to search foT

b dayg
hints of the autnor of—s&=eH 1etuer§/Formerly he practised some
%

restraint in giving %8 letters but now he takes the

s intervene,gives

1stters enclosed the same importance as those in which they are
enciosad,dates them or not juwed as tha fancy sirixes him,gives
the day of the weskx oOr

name or not at all: 1n

many trivial errors to

Begides those are too many
otner faulis in Jane Talnhol.

The most obvious and really important is ™R the marriage of
Jane to Talbot. In'tne first place when sé§%;s name 1is given
as Mrs.Talbot we are surprisad and shocked and have io ﬁuzzle
to find a name for her brother and father. As ir it had no

importance at all Brown %o casually allows the name to come out

as Risberg. Of course our ideas of her maother are hopelessly



confused by the sentimentallty which makes Jane ¢all Mrs.Fielder
her moiher so vRes we 40 not care whether she 1s her real mother

r

or not,and so far as the story 13 concerned 1t deoes %pt matter.
When hewever,we come to examine the workx closely we find tkad
lhnere was not time enough beiween the letters for Jane to be married.

Her marriage would have to be after FranX absconded to France

wnich was toid Ff in the 6 October letter. Talbot,ner husband,is

’W—*—L (19T} &
Fpotea—ot 1ln the 9 and 11 Octobar istters. The narration es—tke

on thes marriage such as Miss Jessup's disappointment and ignovle

aClicn;30 whad 11 seems evident el Brown wrote 86 hastily s

ther instance, sf—fha—izex

In letter XL,dated 28
November,Colden says Stephen i1s to sail "some &y within the ensuing
forinight.” That would mean -sR some day before December 12, but

ancd-

on December 19 Colden writes a—esSer—im—whieh-%e says he will

sall with Stephen in ten days. Jane's letter LVIII =z3se has a
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similar error. She says Colden went after my l1last letter and a

twelve month has passed. The earliest he could have gone was

December 20 and a twelve month having passed it would be about
3

the 20th. of the next year,instead ed—thai this \lotier|ef Jane's)
is dated October 12th.,which would =emse (1L ]correct| to g&;e—e&%d
len months have passed.
There 1s entirely too much importance given to the so-called
lack of religion in Colden,and the case against him iz very much
whe.
wezkened by letlter XXXIV Im--wia+el 1t comes out that a;l the reiig-
lon #%a3 Jane had she owed toléuﬁ: the man who is supposed not to
have had any.
The charge of Jane's counterreiting a handwriting in jletter XV
spoils the effect or Miss Jessup's actual crime. This is not
only new but was not even suspected any more than certain other
details such as Mrs.Fielder's appearance at New York of which we
were not told and which remains almost entirely hidden until the end.
Other detalls w&beR should be noticed, swe=gsrforFews. In letter
XIX Molly is to be sent hnome to her mother and Tom retained

as a §ervant,pbut later,for no reason at all,Molly is the one kept

and Tom 1s sent off; in letter XXVII Colden Sayg3 he was affered



I
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of Clara Howard,Brown had turned from romance to the novel,in the

modern sense of those words. Jane Talbvot is dealgnated as a novel

and it certainly i3 one. However some critics have found it
3
interesting for #wel ‘the details which we wedld condemn'fi‘éxcusing

A

3

it erlhe ground—o= woas tieas—aa3y” itg modernness. S\l wéen

marriage and betrothal have no restraining influence on a—fe;eeﬁz“
conduct we prefer to consider the presentation of such a soecial
condition as,at least,questionable art.

Undoubtedly the biame for the vices of the pupils can be laid at

the door of the school of realism,so skal the state of morals =&

presemed In Jane Talbot similar to that or Clara Howard,has

entirely too frank an expression concerning matters usually

Regosdi—company [only)when necessary| whispered sub rosa and never

eéxchanged Ifreely between persons of O0pposite sexes,

Jane;g character'is probably as good an example as one could
cite for illustrating WAl e traud-de—smasday Tho S8ickly senti-
mentality of the novels of Brown's day. In letter IX we find her
complaining of the “coldness® of appropriately named Colden. She

wishes for more “fervor* in his attentions to her. Just what she

g

meant bydheee—expaeasioné 1s perhaps not of anx importance and

it is only too probvable #kei the meanings of the words in the



Mo

lover's vocabulary have changed since Brown's day,but when we

later in letter XXXI come ﬁpon an actual instance of Jane's ideas

=

of lover's actions toward each other, in the changing of the cuff
2

into a kiss we cannot consider her anything but sentimentaily *"soft".

Mrs.Shelley's comment on Jane Talbot has probably been the origin

oT most of the adverse criticisms by other writers and while the
worX is undoubtedly of no great merit still such a wholesale

condemnatlion of it 1s entirely superficial if not unjust.

According to Dowden 1w his Percy Bysshe Shelley in ‘1814 Mrs.

Shelley made an entry in her journal,to this effect:

*Read "Jane Talbot*;very stupid book;some letters so-so:
but the old -woman in it is so abominable,the young woman
So weak,and the young man (the only sensible one in the
whole ) the author of course contrives to bring to idiotey
at the end."

The criticism of Colden in the last phrase is entirely wrong as
can be very €asily seen by simply reading the book. Although he

speaks of himself as an insane philosopher still Colden is far

less 1nclined to idiotcy at the end than he wés earlier in the work

when he took for his 1life philosophy Godwin's Political Justice.

Possibly Mrs.Shelley had confused the character with Edward Hartley

of Clara Howard or Clithero of E@gar HﬁntleOr Wieland of Wieland.

Otherwise it is in its connection with GOdwin that one must rind
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the necessity for taking Mrs. Shelley's criticism with the prover-

bial grain-of-salt. Colden as pictured in the work is a disciple

C odivrwn ,
0T hex fatke=xdis philosophy and one of the greatest arguments

against hiﬁlwas that discipleship. In the character Brown gives
a %%y heartless picture and trenchant criticism of the £eachings
of Mrs.Shelley's father; in fact hEisg—esitieoisms—are—of the-charagier

he her .
tRas could not have helped but severely wound L4
gouentess No wonder she disliked the book!

Why she found Mrs.Fielder abominable 13 not gwise clear:her

: | N

comment 1s not surfficiently definite to give us a=my reason for it.
The reader who takes up Jane Talbot with no brief for Godwin in his
mind Wﬁmﬂﬁm&y—p&ma-%%wul not like
Mrs.Fielder primarily because she ié in the way of the lovers,but
it is hard to bélieve +hat any sensible person,except Mrs.sShelley,
wil} 3ee other than Justice‘in her opposing the marriage of ;ane
and Colden. Mrs. Flelder was only doing what was perfectly right
under the circumstances in forbidding the marriage. for jues that
reason Mrs.Fielder is one of the beét characters in the story and
as the proud,thoughtrul mother she is a very good character. Un-
fortunately for Mrs.Shelley she was the most virulent opponent of

the Godwinian phillosopher!
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so much 1n vogue'", a student of Godwin's Political Justice: all of

which seems to suggest that pexkape Brown may have been somewhat

¥

rortraying his-own character especially in.so far as Colden's

2
attitude toward religfon was concerned. However,so far as we
know,Brown did not have any socul and body~racking conflict before
ne settled his religious velief. He appears to have been firmly
grounded by the Quaker faith and not weakened by theebigetrmy—al
bedirg—powrd—te only one denomlnation. Another detall connected
with Cclden 1s his melanchely in LI and the fact that he ran away
when disappointed in lgvet His sollloquy in XXVIII concerning
his want for something to wile away the heavy hours; in the same
letter the bad effect on his health of tece much writing;his con-
fession that he is unable to labor for his bread;and in XXIII his
attention to the fact that he isg dependent on money,which suggests
he was an artist and might have added %hsilhe was more dependent
cn meoney than the man who devoies all his energies to acquiring
it for the simple reason that to be independent of it one must

have sulTficient to meet all necessary requirements for it; in

LI his view of suicide or fate much saner than we have previously

found in all of Brown's work;hls Quakerisms of thee and thou and

"
the claim that he meant no gloomy ideas" in letter XXVII recalls
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Brown's letter to his brother James in which he speaks of intending

to change the tone of his stories to semething less "out of nature®:all

kc@-"l
of these ses88—30 unite Colden's cnawaeter with Brown himself. But Jane:

[+ ) Q‘tr-t_w. 79«( 1
can alsoc be ;@_connected. Her very name may have come from Brown's

gister at Prirceton. In letter I tkere is a passage about conjugal

Ve ay ' b 2andsy
affecticn which azgesEs.de be aPtobiographic of EeﬁHEJﬁAgarriagq o
+8QL, In letter XXIV there iz a confession of Jane's wherein she speaks
of her pleasﬁre in dissecting her own heart whick echoes Brown's habit.
Some of Jane's letters are dated from the Banks of Delaware,a place
which Brown loved and Irom which he wroie one of hls letters. Jane's
hcpes for a fa:m there,nct Tfor farming but as a bucoiic residence,we
have found in other{-sslBrown({ works./Letter LXI pictures Iane with

maps and chartg feies = S followh?olden 8 voyage,as having studied geo-

Agraphy>Ee:_ila_nxn~e&ﬁe,as mentioning New York and Tobage and imagining

G
Frederic crossing the mountains of Bohemia,and reccunting Miss Better-

e —

— : -

2
ton's esprsssing Suprise at her study of Cook's veyages:all of which are

cm130<

more a part of Brown's 1life tnanA?r Jane's. When we

==

fad 2 ’l’e— (‘“ 7 //?Lm’ l&m
comeiger tpe ye 1809 weﬂ?ind a retarkahle result of axx higﬁ}ove

s I Iy

for (geo rapny., *
1 Da Lee Clark:C.B. B. (New York 1923) p.10 says she was christened

Jane Elizaveth. 7g1ves a chart of Cook's voyages as the last of 45 mar
2 Carey's 1796 general atlas may be the one used Lade2 for curiously it
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In Wieland,having written a stery of the highest aims,religious bi-
gotry,EBrown in .his last formal appearance bvefore the public as a prose
fiction writer gave his readers a story of the other extreme wherein

religious discussion enters merely 2s an incidental detall. te—tEe—piet

Jane Talbot is probably the sort of a book to amuse youth in its sen- -

timental stage though hardly to te recommended for its display and dis-
cussion of the relations of the sexes.Perhaps by it the younger gener-
ation of our day would lezarn to its surprise that some of its rodomontade

may not e new.

As a step in the 1life work of Erown Jane Talbot was closely related

b=

to Clara Howard both in time of publication and in 4ke character,<X

tre-diork~ There iz in it no farewell to his readers and nothing to

suggest *waf he was conscious it was to be the iast of his stories to

be isszued by him in book form. While it is absurd to think Brown had

exhausted his materials for fiction it is undoubted that the year 1801
: aw

saw him making his last appearance as a novellist. Henceforth weﬂ?ind

“hinm a professional man of letters,applying his genius to works which

. appeal to a different kind of reader than the "ladies” Davis found

nim laboring for in Jane Talbot.
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