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In the -advertrsement* to Wieland Brown made the statement that
2

the publication of Carwin depended upon the reception to be accorded

M’{'t.afk l,,q_ L!.a_& ’HJ ‘H\Mk
Wieland,and-frem—1ti we might scnclude—errensousiy—tast he had the
Vi [prets : —asda
finished work all in hand. Gafort Carwin newsr
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The earliest record orf the composition is te~be—Lound in Smith'as

Journal of 8 August where he says:

SotAn ~Read Brown's -Carwin- as far as he has written it.* ;
“”""e‘“‘“’im%ﬁ i@w}&z‘b& WM%GLW at Lo agt L.Q’ﬁfma.?u'tlJ(-
aoﬁxi-c?ﬂ*ﬂiu Augug?§h&ﬁa¥§ﬁ? 2= e hy 4““3“&-’rﬂ wote  aothe, Chafid
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YRead Brown K] addition to -Wieland* and the rest of his
*Carwin-.

Q. A

On 4 SepE?mber %Eith gives his ladesd reference to the work and shows
Ib~fgzg§§F,EHUAQHﬂ~&&
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A

“Read the pages of Brown's éontinuation of nis “Carwin-
and his new begun Stephen Calvert.-

In the jolnt letter of 4 Septemver 1798 to bunlap,we—have—areither

o

sterenont—Talativeo—to-LCarwin. g_;;wn Whwaedd s53Yy8:

“I have written something of the history of Carwin,which
I will send. I have desisted for the present from the
prosecutian of this plan.*
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It appears that the idea for ane%hefdstory had taken possession of
* wwa
hil mind: therefore he left Carwin as a—fragmesnt and applied himselrl

’

to the composition of Stephen Calvert. rthat he intended to continue

it 18 clear but ne nevér took 1t up again.

o

The fact that Carwin was written while Wieland was belng corrected

in proof is of course against literally following out our plan to

. Howeve,

conzldar the work as if it were written as‘# part of Wieiand. All
A

the details in Wieland correspond . to those given her2 and with tae

Samipi st alterationAtne Carwin will rit perfectly in the last

chapter of Wieland at the point where Carwin confided the stéry of

his 1ife to Thomas Cambridge.

~H9T-Says Carwfﬁ*§§3§§;
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n the_sa:lia;~§a;%—eékou:~we¥&‘we have noticed she-aa&al state—a

tpcefit Ganmell

ment in regard to Brown's Utopian studies. HO*% seen§ 0 have observed

the ideal commonwealtih here in Carwin. Just where 1t was #e—»e

. hqnﬂffz“
rec=te4 13 unknown,the geographical position being exexr twenty-
five degrees west of Garnett's guess of the Gillbert 1slands in—a:

0 bk
seat—af no land,the nearest being the Admiralty islands
a Cr‘e(rvu.[

SoCormani. Qat.ghe details of the plan for theitr—Afrenids are

/VM&LCcﬁ:
actually ﬂe:a.presented,and(are ety of interest to us as—showing

thsd Brown 3 Wished_to speculate on the possible

%Lo"’a@”
improvement of hum %;Xwand its earthly conditions /Hj%
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“ T —="rhe plan of the “we Utopian 1slands séems to have been—a resulted ]F*“‘

45~
o= the failure of the Jesuits in Paraguay which Brown skas attracted
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attention = by giﬁéag-a pari—efhts—information in a note. It seems

that after a half-century of struggle the Jesults had succeeded in

persuading Peru the home country to ;llow them to bar all Europeans

from the colony of Paraguay. Legislation,administration and éociety

were then modelled on a primitive Christian community and for over

a half century its inhabitants ®ed lived in an ideal Utoplan state..
C Ananrz,

Presently the colony degenerated and keé-mow-eome under Spanlish rule.

X Cornhill Magazine,oOct.,1902,7.8 e,
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hq:ﬂﬁ- Such had been the preliminary to the plan of Ludloe for Car-

win,wnile the billoduist was undergoing the tests of 2 novitlate,

Wnat the secret society was 13 not(Known}definitely{for it is

given no name ey~2wewsss, Dunlap in his diary entry 14 September

1798 speaking of Carwin says Brown "has taken up the schemes of
the Illuminati+. The same 1dea has been suggested by Garanett and

)
B

Loshe:neither of whom could have seen thne Dunlap record;but they
and orobabiy Dunlap himself may have drawn their conclusions from
their knowl=2dge that 1798 was the year when Jedediah Morse launch-
ed nis controversy over the intentions of the Illuminati. Among
"other Americans who took a hand in the publication of anti-Illum-
inism was Theodore Dwight of Hartford from whom Brown personally

could have received information. George Formanfg¥own's ¥ew York

’

printer of Ormond was also the printer and publlsher of the 1798

i
—

fourth 2d4itlon of John Robison's Proofs of 3 onagiracy which
Morse recommended and defended as a true picture of a danger

threatening the United Statss. The newspapers of the day,especi-

1 Cornhill Magazire October 1902,p.lL938.
2 L.D.Lozhe:Farly American ggygl,h...,19o7,p.u1 If.,apparently
indetted to ern&tt.

oty oo P oo i ol B WP PO, . PR )
-;—-—::‘_ Cop—r—=5CT0 Sl B ol ls .




1005 A

ally Cobbett's Porcupirne's Gazette,were full of the exposures

made by Morse and a hest of others. In 1790 La Secte des Illumines
had been puﬁlished. So that Brown had ready at hand plenty of ‘
materizl to inform him of the details of the orgaﬂization:g

Erown's interest in Illuminism was apparently a part of his
natural love for mystery. He could not have been.a member for
he was a Federalist. He probatly was not a Mason;at 1east.tnere
is nothing to suggest he was. Thils irterest remained with him
after the 1798 controversy had been ridiculed to death. When
in 1802 Wood was making ancther exposure similar to Morse's,

1
he publisked in his American Review and Literary Journal a
review of Seth Payson's publication'whicn had attempied to rTe-
vive the cecntroversy.

The Guerinets and Alambradecs who were in some way supposed to
ve connected with the Illuminati were Schiller-like ghost seers
and the rites and mysteries of their orders were perhaps in
some‘details the same as those in Brown's Carwin. But Brown,

despite Dunlap,did not confine his mysteries of Carwin to

I1luminism alone. To its most obvious rule of confession by

1l Vol.Il,p+66 and npte.
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‘the Minerval to his Mentor he added an elaborate scheme of an
Utopla,as well as the veniriloquial motive which he had already
found successful ir Wielard. Under the circumstances neitrer

2
he nor any other person can give an identifying name to the
secreﬁ soclety of Carwin.

Mixed up with the Illuminlsm matter is the order of Jesuits
for Ignatius Loyola the founder of that order had been suspec-
ted as a member of the Illuminati and some connection vetween
the two orders has been often asserted; Thus all sorts of
mysterious possibiiities exist,ard the imaginaticn can be given
free rein and wander aimlessly and endlessly as it always does
whern speculating on any secret order.

After all,Brown's secret soclety 1s there and 1t has no name.
Wrether Ludloe was a Mentor,an Epopt or an Areopagite,whether
the name of the order was Jesuit,Illumirist or Ludloeist or what

not,the point 1is of lmportance only as it makes one of the story's

motives reasonable,which it surely does.
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The plot pweesbly equals if it is not superior to that of Wieland
for with few details excepted it is carefully bullt on a logilcal
scheme. Intrinsically there 1s no reason;why it could not have been
completed. Any one who thinks 1t became so tangled 1t could not be
solved does not know EBrown.

without actually saying so #rewn doe3d his best,even going to the
extent of emplaxing italics, to suggest thet Ludloe krew «® the power
Carwln possessed. That he suspected 1t seems too clear for dispute#{
’fﬁe mystery--which we have no means of deciding--is whether he under-
stood the power. The explanation held in suspense was perfectly

<
appreiated by Brown.
~N
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As we shadl see s Ormend thers has been

a deal of talkX about Brown's relation to Godwin--in fact much more

than 1s warranted. Catalogueing most of our authors from their own

view point the British crities constantly called him the American

Godwin so that many think his ideas of marriage Godwinish. Apparently

awd b
sn in may be-s€(;;;sonably

':; G5 wv\»-Cnmmﬁﬁg,kd+t aﬁkmu :



{8 clear,from the similarity of subject and.the ideas e

of the possibi of others learning the wentriloquial art, that Brown

had in mind the note on sm as given in Wieland,but aside from any

interest this have in itself it o ‘no assistance to locate

in as a part of the better known work. \““\\\\\\\\\\

As we have seen there was an attempt to claim a German source for

Wieland in Schiller's Der Gheistersehr. In Carwin we have what kassddy

might be believed an ineident of indevtedness. Ludloe reminds Carwin
of his Christmas day visit to the cathedral church of Toledo,and says:
“You met there,fopr the rirst time,a female,....."
A similar incident of meeting in a church 1s the opening event of
Coulé :
Schiller's work sSo #h3i de-ts—possidble Brown &3y have been indebted to
the German for that scene. On the other hand there 1s nothing to be
peculiarly stamped as exhibiting genius in such an ordinary incident
%ézjgzzéa&a '
aid-t1r48 and 17 insisti/on claiming it we must suggest the
credit may belong to Monk Lewis 1f not to Petrarch meeting Laura (1327)

and Boccacio meeting ¥iammetta (1334)., Brown gives no description of

the lady so she cannot be compared to the one used by Schiller.

- y & =



When we find such statements made by Carwin of Ludloe as these:

*I knew that he regarded the present institution of marri-—
age as a contract of servitude,and the terms of it -
unequal and unjust"

also #

»

"While women are formed by thelr education,and their
education continues in its present state,"

Wwe see Ihmat—in—Sewwln We have a very strong echo of the dialogue

bt () HE Vlofei

of Alcuin.whLeh4m+4a#e4;uauuahéeea%e&—&&éhnmﬁﬁh ] e
y s Che " Lol sl olia T8 SFnlon iy
metlin v Likearse iﬂNE%;i:;n. (), HhoF ¢] Weklbeck uu/uanft&fw hatipyin

ILike Wieland,Carwin owes something to the book of De 1a Chapelle,

Le Ventrilogue. The account of the holy image speaking in the

2 o
church may bve derlved from L'avare convertl amd the account of the

5 N
image 1n the digression which follows the Témoignage de Jéfame
Oléaster. Perhaps the case of the Lady of Seville owes something

A s ¥ |
tc the-o&ses glven among Les Religieux Dupes.

The thirst for knowledge by the boy;the study at home in prefer-
ence to attendance at college;his ambition;and Ludloe's book of
manuscript maps are undoubtedly autobiographic. Perhaps the father's
opposition to his desire for an advanced education was true of Brown

'l e ey km- Drlas

butAwe have no evidence to support 1FA?hough there 1s some to suggestit.

R 2 {Yol.11,) p.lis2 £L.
Z (Vol.I,) p.186. . (Vol. 1T, ¥ politl ff.
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The passage

“You may weave stockings,or write poems,and exchange
3 them for money;dbut these are tardy and meagre schemes.-

o) o : " b dlae
we shall see again partly in Arthur Mervyn but thegs&reca.ll-S rown's poetic
wokd <

early days. That he may have been able to weave stockings )Q\no sur-

prise;in fact not halfl soO much so 2as kis obtaining money for ke verse.
% ¢
Whether the making of Carwin a g}aloguer of antiquities was the result

of autobiographical influence we know not. Brown never made clear that

LLp“ﬁﬁL\Mﬂ-LH£%71

he had any unusual interest in antiquities,as sucn,tnbuggAfsuehaLL—aae

nis magazines contain many articles of that character.

C .
Related to Brown's 1life and work tkis—TFracomeni has been considered as

aand
standing for little,when in reality it is one of the most important &2

o dodti by Mo mat Oty &) phr e fait Coo Mickiz

his unfinished workg, Had he made clear(4hat 1s cloudy ++—+t and we¥en
r ze Ga)f? Vo Ke Do\' -' 4 /H-'\.—m?L_ wet Herwa o ant fL

5 P Ik A oThe
$iinais Wieland he ®orid have g%s%:%he author of thgigre%t°" piece of

Auerioan prose fiction. No swek happy thought having occured to Brown ke

o tiny ME Ao Witk Wdepom baitly Conploe It cone phe wasnting

Wieland
W &Afraﬂ

therefore ®oeame his greatest work and carwin fell into the class of am
aRonndon 2 & P_l(h-ﬂ'tg K&J(W kuﬂ:m«'-, kﬁ ;
explanatory comment[ the pity of the lost opportunity is that he thereby

WE§}h¢4£€Q~ ey 5124
est nature description for which zeasoi®alens the
o . C‘-ACLAA-.:. Geandd QLML,
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work deserves a, careful reading. G Laer
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puried some of his
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