 CHAPTER X

DRIFTING AWAY FROM A FRIEND'
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Brown's friendship for nié Joseph somewhat cooled on account of
Laura whon Bringnurst ultim?tely married. How serious he was we
knew from the 29 December 1795 letter dut it can hardly be supposed
that he had fallen 8c deeply in love with her as Bringhurst had done.
His Estrina experience héd ﬁaugnt nim many of the wiles §f woman and
though he was very fondlof Laura he was at this time of his life too
sophisticated to allow nimself to vecome attached to any woman who did
not reciprocate his arfection. The care 1in sending respects to her which

appears to ve a repetition was unobserved by Brown because he did not

read cver his letter but 1t should not produce in us much more than a

smile of amusement.
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‘8mitn's plans miscarried and e did not arrive until a day

later, His diary not only gives the account of his visit but

.,

. 1in some detalls suggests other facts of value in the 1ife of

- our aughor. It reads:

"we reached Philadelphia by three in the arfternoon,

in a most pleasant day. Immedlately after dinner I

sought out Charles. We went together to W. Franklin,
the secretary of the Abolltion. Soclety here to learn
where the Convention met....At this house (the house
of the father of C.B.B.) I now first knew James Brown,
an elder brother.of Charles. Thils evening we had some
talk and I read Charles some parts of my journal. It

was late when we slept.”
The Saturday 2 January entry agaln mentions Sky Walk.

“sfter supper Charles read me a few pages of his Jjour-
nal and also of his projected novel."”

The next entry 1s disappointing in that 1t does not give any

description of Brown's stellan&Lfﬁ» BoLueru.

Sunday 3 January:"After dinner Charles and I went to
his brother Armitt'sl--where we tarried till near tea
time. From there we proceeded to Timothy Paxson's. I

have long had a curiosity to see this man and his wire. :

‘“'Here T remained t111 eight in the evening."

. In‘ e,




Sa.turday 9. January "Waited on’ wr. Wertmiller, vad was highly
. gratified by seeing several.of his ‘plctures;of which more’

W hereafter. I saw the- celebrated Volney-—--I ‘spent the whole
evening witn .Toseph. ' :
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Dunlap only gives an extract from the letter.

(To William Dunlap)

(Philadelphia,10 January 1796.).
-3 ' S . .
After wandering through rifty pages,the experiment was
sufficlently made,and the thorough conscilousness that I
was unfltted for the instructor's chair,that my style was
Teeble and diffuse,my method prolix and innacurate,my rea=
~ soning crude and superficial,and my knowledge narrow.and
undigested, suddenly benumbed my fingers:I dropped the pen,
and I sunk into silent meditation on the means of remedy-
ing these defects. -

s

The work referred to 1s not clear and it is injudicious to hazara

a4 conjecture for at this time Brown had under way several works which

never got beyond their fragmentary state. It surely could not have

been Eky Walk.

ATter Smith's return to New York he gave no information of Brown

untll the 15th. of February when he wrote to Bringhurst and sent his

love to Charles and his family.

lonal Portralt Gallery memoir :of Brown,p.

. Dunlap. says ‘the

written four months after ‘Septemb

: L795.If 1t wa
as. ‘the_11%th PRV B
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Smith's next reference to Brown is in Volumne I of his Joufnalrand

comprises a letter to him and its transcription on the day arfter it

ﬁas written. It makes up for his protracted silence by 1ts length and

interest.

'will,no doutt,make you acgualinted with their contents,and

It reads::

To Charles Erockden Brown

You will,probably,recelve a letter from Iunlap,at
the same time with this;which will render it 1ess necessary
for me to be minute,on one subject,than I should otherwise
have thought it. You will learn from him,that he has received
answers to his letters to Godwin and Holeroft;and of such
a sort az might be expected from the authors of those works
whick we have read together,with so much delignt. Our friend

In the best manner which the dlstance you are from us will
admit. We have all wished you to ve present,on this occasion,
With an eagerness the less bveconing,as 1t was of necessity
unfruitrul. Let,however,these communications strengthen

your heart,and give new activity to your hands. We must

do scmetning to convirce these men that we are worthy to.
recelve some morments of their consideration. ‘

The lerigth of time which has elapsed since I have heard
aryihing,particularly of you,opens a wide range for the
exsrcice of your epistelary powers. You can not have been
1dle,all this time;and you know that I have a right to
demand of you,how you have been busied,and to recelve pre-
eise inTormation {n return. You shall have no right to com—
plain of me,ln this respect;for I shall te sufficiently
minute. : ' a

Soon arter my refurn from Philadelphia I was called to
Lichfield. My slsters were there,and Mr.Mumford:;l and the
eldest was immedlately to réturn,and my youngest sister to 5
accompany her,instead of Abby. I went;and had "the opportun- :
1ty of irterrupted conversation with them, for two d4y8:
spending only three at my father's. The extreme badness of
tre road,made ny Journey long,though my visit .was short.

These several visitings have very much broken in upon all
regular exertion and applicatlion:my winter,of consequence,

- has been productive of very little. Since I came from

Connecllcut,my attention has been mostly directed to my
professional studles;and,in this lire, I have composed

the rude outline of an account of the Fever which prevailed
here ir 1795. Should I finlsh this to my liking,perhaps I
may publish 1t:2 but this is guite uncertain. Further than
this 1in théway of tomposition,I have done little more than
make some corrections and additions,to the dramatic Dlece,

1 Smitr's sister Mary married Thomas Mumford and had by him six childrern.
2 It was published. See our chapter VIII with its account of his works.



72%

which you have seen;and prepare it for a representation,
which I begin to fear it will not attain to this sea- .
gon.l If,nowever,contrary to my expectation,it should
be played,I think,also,to have it printed;and,if
this, I shall give you seasonable notice,as I shall,in
that case,stand in nped of your friendly assistance.
- In respect to reading,I have no information to give,
that will be particularly pleasing to you;unless it

- 8hould be,that I have read Condorcet's hook, 20f which

"we conversed when last togeXther,with great satisrfac-
tion;and have made some progress in a work of Dumarsals,
intitled “Egsal sur les Prejuges',3which appears to
me to be the fount whence the Philosophers of the
New School have drawn their delightful,vivifying,and
invigorating,waters;the work which most deserves
to b2 the manual of the little children of Truth.
Religlous persecutlon confined this inestimable
volume to few hands:the late Revolution,while it
threatened the destruction of morality,as well ag of
religion,opened a way for 1t3 introduetion to uni-
versal notlce. A gdew,and corrsct,edition was pub-
lished;and i3 now,probably,to be had in almost every
French bookstore. If you can,let me press you to pro-
cure it. The probability that it will 3oon appear
in an English dress,1s all that restrains my hand from
attempting to bestow such a gard apon’ it. Beaide '
this,we have been considerably amused and pleased with
4 publicatlon of Riouffe's——:La young Frenchman, the
friend of Louvet &c who was. imprisoned #during the
tyramny orf Robesplerrs. I am not sure tmat I have

~the title right--but I think 1t is “Memoirs d'un-

It was played 16 Dscsmber. ~ '

In the 20 July-letter we snall find 1t identifled.

Cesar Chesneau Dumarsals:Es3zal sur les prejuges contenant
l'apologie de la philosophis Paris 1795. '
- Honoré Riouffe:Memoirs d'un Detenu pour servir a lthistoire .

de la tyrannle de Robespierre. Smith must nave used some earlier .
text than the Paris 1797. : o SRS o

F W




~Detenu &c*. You will be gratified by the perusal,if it
rall in your way;particularly with a new Religion,
which he,and his friend,establish,while prisoners.
We,Johnson,Dunlap,and mysell have made some progress
. in 2 Translation;but other things have obliged us to
K relinquish it,for the present. As for uunlap,he has
been busy,in his way,reading,writing,and conversing.
The correctlon of his three tragedies,copies of which
e has transmitted to Holeroft,took up some of his time:
‘81111 more has been devéted to his opera--on the story
-of William Tell--which 13 soon to be played,and is
now in the press.l Our friend risxs the impression
of 750 coples;and depends on your aid,in the disposal
of some part of them. It is indeed,in part,the purpose
of this letter,to request of you to l=t us know how many
coples you can circulate among your friends,and obtain
lmmediate payment for;and how many you 3uppose you '
could put in a rfavorable situation for sale,and for
the ready collection of the availls,when sold. The
play has very conaiderable merit,in several respects;
a succinet account of Swisserland,and the Helvetic
Confederacy,1s annexed to 1it;and the other pamphiet
will be 30ld at 50 cents. We desire you to make it
one of your firat concerns to reply to these inquiries.
I have not received a line from any of my correspon-
dents,in Philadelphia since I was there. It is true,
that I have written but 1little to either of them,and
not 2t all to you. Still I think you ought.to have, -
and I hope you really have,some hetter reason than
this,for your silence. I need not assure you that a

o

,18 ADTil 1796;and
ar Irox eroft.

1 The %rchers,actedlat'the‘John Street Theatre

- published at New York,;1796. Later we shall h
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letter Ifrom you would be the occaslon of very deep and
sincere delight to me,—-or that I always remember you,
your family,and our common friends,with a heart over
flowling with affection. :

William Jonnson,his brothers,the Woolseys,all,send
‘mich love to you and Joseph.
: Farewell

E.H.Smith.

Sunday March 27 1796
Cedar St.No.l3 N.York.
P.S. The bearer of this letter will,probably,be

Mr.Gahn;lthe young Swede,with whom you made some little
acquaintance,whlile you were here,last summer. I can
not doubt of your recelving great pleasure from a
renewal of intercourse;and I beseech you,should nhe

- glve you the opportunity,to avall yourself of. 1t,as
far as circumstances will permit. You know how higniy.
we estimate his worth;and further intimacy will con-
vince you that it 1s not without reason. He is inti-
mate with Dr.Ballman,who,1f you do not know,seek to
know by means of Mr.Gahn. I would glve you some inter-
esting information concerning Jr.8allman,d1d lelsure

- permit. - : '

E.H.S.

Besildes certain detalls that deéerfé atténtion 1n other places
the most!important‘fact in this letter of Smith's 13 the ansence
of any mention of Brbwn being a pupll of Godwin. It i3 hardiy_
to be supposed'ﬁhat.he would rfall to menfion it-had‘Brownlgeen
such a aeduloué ape of Godwin‘as'ﬁost writers would-hﬁve us
believe. Such a plece of ﬁeggtive testimqny is remarkable and
will be used b& us in other'parts of the-present worx.

—- " 1 Aceording to Dunlap:Arts ggiDesign,Vol.I;p.430.Gahn was the
' Swexﬂish'consul.:As-tne story of Brown's life as relateg‘py:'

-Smith goes On:we'snall.hear,more of him.,-
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The mention by Smith of bumarsals may lead the reader to glve
belief to the error that some athelatical tendencies had been

developed by Brown and Smith. Dumarsais was a remarkably intelli- .

ﬁ gent debater,a stickler for fine shades of difference in the use
of words and from feading his worxlit i3 not to bve 1mplied that
either Smith or Mrown nad anything more than an intellzctual
inter2st in any of hii athelstical ideas. The sime holds good

: i
of Rlouffe's workx mentioned. Condorngt™s book -we shall See waa
aupplied to Brown by.his brother James. It was an atheist's | i
revolutionary brlef for the rule of reason. Condorcet's matar-
jalistle doctrine of perfectihllity of man was taken up by Godwih.

§ From Smith's next entry we learn that Gahn had carried the

letter to Brown and had drought one in reply. Saturday 23 April

wasd an indolent day for S8Smlth and he gays:
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"In the meantime Dunlap had called with a letter from C.B. |
Brown addressed to us both,and brought by Mr.Gahn,who has
returned. )

ﬁh&t that.letter containéd we do not know but we are.abie.to make
3 | ‘ -
reasonable conjectures from the comment tpat Smith makes in the next |
letter hé“ﬁrites to Brown.

The next iettér 1s a long and pérticu&arly‘interesting one. ﬁvidenply
Brown had becoms despondent and had rehewed_h;s_exéggerated selr—
condempation such as he wrote to Bringhurst. Smith was, 1t appears,
about to supplant.Bringhurst in the affections &5 Brown and Brown hoped
to unburden his mind 1o him probably after the;manner of nis letters
ol 1792 and 1793.

The most strik;ng fhing about tnis letter wasg 1ts reception by our

author. In a lsetter to Bringhurst,to be given presently,we shall find

him delighted with Smith's letter. He says‘smith in 1t plays the

‘”ﬁTPhiloaopher with s@ngularﬁgracé,that 1t 18 most charming and filled

with muéh'wiédom: Therein his judgment is accurate;for Smith does

) [;ndﬁﬁﬂ-W?i§§~a €em3rR3b1e letter. His comment on Brown's ldeas and - -

e
e

" action 1s

ot*énlyfﬁise but 1s or_utmoat_vaiue'in.that 1t 18 definite




 to/
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To Charles B.Browm. : : ) ,

The necessity of attending to concerns of immediate -
and considerable 1mportance,has;1n,part,prevented_my reply-
ing to your letter before this time. It i1s useless to particu-
larize,or apologise:the first would only waste time,and the
last could not repalr the mischliefs of the error,if error
there has been. . - ' T

Your letter,my dear Charles,was the occasion of much
satisfaction,as well as disappointment and sorrow,to your

“~“friends. Sentiments so opposite,yet so intimately combined

and interwoven gave it an interest in our hearts which :
gensivlility could not bvut cherish,and which reason hesitated
whether she should welcome or disclaim. Why 1s it so? Where-
Tore are you so vigorous,so firm,in that:and so weak, 8o
vaclllating in action? Charles! Charles! if thou hast not
strength to contend with the téempter,—~if thou art not
mighty enough to overcome temptation;strangle it under thy
foot,—~doth not wisdom whisper thee to decline the combat,
and to fly the field? To encounter danger,to brave death,
causelessly,and with the certainty orf suffering,--the .
mildest appellation for such conduct is folly;and the per-
son who 1s guilty of 1t can only bve excused on the plea
of disordered intellect. By heaven! my friend! I mourn ang
am afflicted for you-—ror myselrf (for,ny own weakness does .
Lthis reproof reach) and I Yeould play the woman with ny
eyes", 11f haply it might warn you to retire,or animate you
to conqusr. . ' S

We must know our errors,or how can we correct them? We
mst be informed of tnelr whole extent,of thelr utmost
virulence,or how can we apply the remedy? He deserves not
the name or Pnysician,who,through Tear of giving pain, _
temporizes with nis Patlent,when the ulcer threatens his
life,and requires instant extirpation. To wound, is to

- save;to delay,is to destroy. No palliative can reach this

case. Nay, though 1t seem to menace but-little,danger;though
-returning sanity appear to glow around 1its edges:trust not!
witheld not! the polson 3inks inward:a moment;—-—and it

pPreys upon the vitals. You “have tLeen the ehild of passion:

-and inconsistency;the slave of desires that can not be

honorabvly gratified;the slave of hopes no less criminal,

.. than fantastice.®

_ What,my friend,is the meaning of all this? And what am T

. ~to-learn from 1t? Or,rather what are we—Dunlap and Smithe-
. to-learn-from. it? If you meant .that we should understand.. -
winyouyWhy -Were ‘you not eéxplicity If you,had:ho_such;inténpion,

egwas'pne*necessity_Of introducing such a passage? . .

Y

@ :Charles! you know we love you. ¥Your heart has told you so, . -
. a'thousand times;and you dare rot question it! You imow,

: [;;qo;;hatareal?friends,alone;have.the,courage to*po1nt,out1‘

‘:tnegfaults,pr-otners;bpldly“to,thgmselves.,rou,know,;heq&gf-’L

———————

the delicacy,the dang
of the valie:o

Iro

aifficulty,

eryof the undertakin ou
LRRarl s o ia +
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from any one beside:for the world troubles not itself with
these things,or minds them only to the injury of the indi-
vidual. ' R : g
This 1s a solemn strain,you will say;a melancholy and
grave preface. It is-—and Indeed,my Charles,the occasion
requires 1t. Why do you so much delight in mystery? 1Is
it the disease of will? or of habit? Do you,of choice give
to the simplest circumstances the alr of fiction? or have
You bveen so long accustomed to deal in vVisionary scenes,to
interweave the real with the imaginary,.and to encase your-
-8elf 1n the mantle of ambiguous seeming,that ¥our pen,
involuntarily borrows the phraseoclogy of fancy,and by. the
Spell of magic words,still diffuses round you the mist of
obscuring uncertainty? The man of Truth,Charles, the pupil
o Reason,has no mysteries. He knows that former errors do
not constitute him guilty now--and he has nothing to concedl.
He seeks only to know his duty,to perform 1t,and he has no
occaslon for disguise. He places,with his own hand,the
window in his breast;and he blds the world look in,and

eye that descries 1it,commends the tongue that Proclains,
and kisses the hand that drags it to the light. He acknow-
ledges his error;he owns his wealmess;he purirfiesl his heart;
and he invigorates his hands. o :

What do your ‘most intimate friends,my Charles,know orf
you? What do they wish to know,but that they may be of use
to you? Far be from them, that teasing curlosity which seekxs
only it3s own grarification., If there be an: thing you think
it your duty to withold from them—-withold it——they will
not blame you. If there be any thing you have not the courage
to reveal--conceal it stil]. They will not. commend the
cowardice,but they will compassionate;will pardon it. But,
when you know that these are their feelings,why will you

new iransaction in the garb of obscurity? Are you;yourselr,

~.doubtful whetﬁer*you_meant he had been in prison,or not..

- It would have been much more agreeable to us both--Duniap
;and S8mith--to have been informed simply of the fact;and the
circumstances of 1t. Agathywhen e

articula
want:
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of the character of each 1 book,would have given me much
better information. And,in such casés 1t is information
we loock for--not amusement--and the more simply and pre-

‘¢isély it is conveyed,the vetter. Beslide,we are apt to
distrust information so conveyed;and we ought to dlatrust
it;for it often imposes on,and misleads us. The pen of

" poesy,Charles,is not that of Philospphy and Truth. But, %
I will have done with this language--only commending :
the word Simplicity,to be iuserted in Capitals,in your

..Yocabulary.

Joseph,you 3ay,contemns our Philosophy. Ask him {f the
votaries of Jesus——the 3incere votaries--always exhibit
in their lives,that virtue they profess? Ask him,1if the
followers of Paul,the euloglsts of Peter,have no moments
of weakness? Let him answer you,whether Heaven allures,
whether Hell tarrifies,whether the Holy-Ghost sanctiries,
any human being to unwavering undismayed,ever-active,and
self approving virtue? If he can not decide affirmatively;
if he find not an unequivocal accordance in favor of some
one man,on the part of all the world;where is his mighty
boast? Let him heaitate -
There was no mlstake in the person,mentiioned as having
been elected a Physiclan to tne Hospltal. I was the per-
son elected. There 13 no immediate emolument from that 5
place. The appointment 15 a respectavle one,and holds i
up the person,obtaining 1it,to publie consideration employ—
ment ,and nmunlficence. wnether this will be the conse-
quence,in respect to your Iriend,time must determine.
By this time,you have recelved several copies of Dun-
lap's opera.2 I wish for your oplnion of its meritis;and
to know what are the oplznions of our friends at Phil-
adelphia and of others,whose sentiments you can collect.

_ You will remember me respectfully and arffectionately to.
the several memb®ps- of your family—--to Joseph and his
family——to friend Paxsons——and all other friends.

E.H.Smith.

Saturday,May 7,1796
Cedar St. No.l3.N.York.

-

_Tng_comment necessary on this letter relates to the suggestion

 of religious discussion when the writer speaks of Bringhurst and

.nis differing in opinion from Erewn and Smith,and the imprisonment

of &osepﬁfﬁr;ﬁéhurst;;Be;ﬁeifrepeétgd tnan_Unnotided,tné_religiou§ .,-

1:Changed from the. .' f*’ 2 The Archers. h;"'
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impriscnment,Smith's letter to Bringrurst diated 13 M3y and Smith's
letter to Brown dated 27 May make it ciear it was due to busiress
troutles. In those Fesddst days 3 man was lzprisoned for debt and
kert in prison so &2t he was unablg to pay the debts for which he

was imprisoned,just 33 PFrown's own father probtably had been.

Qu@ﬁ& .
The next letter of Brown's lw.as /% ‘HEE o.uﬁ- uf-tk N NLtCL
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(addressed Joseph Eringhurst,Junr.Delaware State w1lm1ngton.)
{Pniladelphia,Wednesday, iy 11.1796.1

Thou escapedst,my good rriend,without leaving thy adieus
tehird tree;at least wiihout leaving them at my door. I :
will pardon thee,however,and prove the sincerity of ‘my for-
giveress,ty tranamitting thus 3peedily to thy retreat,thls
frierndly greeting. Whether it may find thee disengaged,and
at lelsure to li=ten to its still,small voice,I cannot pre-
dict. Kot that I imagine thee absorbved 1in occcupationz,whose
purpose i35 gain,for 1t 13 thy fortune to be engaged most
intensely,when most disengaged frcm pursults merely lucra-
tive,to Tind thy social and studious hours far the busiest,
and,1n the preclous irtercourse of souls a centre more irr-
esistably attractive of thy thoughts than the lmportunities
of necessity,or the allurements of Avarilce.

Where sh3ll thiz script find thee, or wlll the
cehescurity or uncertainty of thy avode,prevent 1its

‘7Lﬂ ﬂﬂ&JZ&-&\’EH46M. £kf&&j’ W kldag wa <L&¥nakntatf A
\Mo*JV JLW \Anm Codl QM Wig Qu.xu.e_fg Pasg g -
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reaching tay abode? Will 1t find thee in the studlous
recess,enamoured of sacred poeay,breathlng her plous
aspiration as,she,dlsdelzning intermediate ald,and
second-handed interference condescends to whlsper -
them in thy abstracted ear;or as they have been
reclited to the harp of Hebrew Sages and Solima's
poetic king,i1 or as they have been recorded by

the most 8killful of her recent scrlbvzs,Cowper? Or

shall 1t catch thee paylng thy devotiona at the shrine,,

dedicated to Community of Hearts, whose priestess.

and deity 1s Laura,or overtake thee 1in thy rural
excurslon,thy sollitary or companloned .steps traversing
theze 3sweet domalns,whose ways are ways of health

and paths are cheerfulnese?

No matter: 1if it find thee at last; ‘'twill be
sufficlent. I shall not puzzle myself by guessing
how,when or where. Thou must favor me with thy
letters Joseph: 1f they merely contain brief
tidings of thy returning health;{experierice 1t scems
nas taught thee that the atmosphere of Wilmington
13 pecullarly friendly to thy constitutien) and
information of the health and happlness of Laura,
they will be satlafactory. Thy lnventlon may perhaps
provide thee with other articles to rilll the vacancles
of thy pages;vbut these I shall deem of chief 1lmport-
ance,and shall not complain very bitterly if all
ovhers,ars omltted.

As for me,I am nearly solltary. Thou hast heard me
speak of Laffert.: I met him in the street,lately,
and ne exhipnit=2d so many 1lnducements to vislt
him that I mean,as soon as my 3trength will suffer
me,to lock a2t hls Cottage. T wizh clrcumstances
nay favor me,30 much,that our acquaintance may ripen
into intlmacy. Unless some sucih accldsnt should
happen I shall be entirely without azsoclates in
thy abaance.

I have Just receilved a most charming letter
Sfrom Zlihu. I assure thee he plays the philosocopher
with singular grace. It is full of censures, lndeeq,
vut tnese censures manlfest a soul,glowing with
benevolence and dlgnity. I cannot tell thee how
much those proofs of moral improvement delighted
me. Thou wilt smile at my belief that our two
friends will evince the efflcacy of the doctrines
whicn they teach,but thou wilt rejolce if time
should Justify that oplnlon. ,

Thou, indeed,hast taken a different road. Appear-
ances evince that thou hast made a conaiderable
progress,nor have I the least doubt but that thou
wilt attaln the summit of thy wlshes. Thy progress
13 1lnevitable.

There is so large a portlion of truth in thy creed,
of strength in thy character,of Influence,propltious

1%
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to thy advancement in thy present track in the ecir-
cumstances surrounding thee,how canst thou fall of
accomplishing thy purposes? Thou possessest,perhaps
Just ideas of the value of a companion on thy jour- .
ney,whose intellectual views harmonize with thine.
'S0 has Laura. If 8o you will be at no loss to per-#
ceive the unspeakable ilmportance of cultivating and
securing an indissoluable union 1 with each other,
~and -6f trampling,sooner or later,on every artifi-
¢ial impediment that may arise in the way.

Glve my respectful love to thy friend,and take. .
as large a portion of 1t to thyself as thou thinkest
thou meritest. Farewell

Cnarles Brockden B.

on tée 13th. smith réceived a long letter from Brown and on
the 17th.Dbunlap received another directed to both Smith and Duﬁlap.
On the 27th. of May Smith wrote another long letter in the same
key as the one dated the 7th. but according to the Jourhal for %

July 1t was not sent. Instead Smith “Gomposed a new one,in which

part of the former was incorporated." Not having found the revision

‘we are left with the original. It 18 one of the best examples of

Smith's attitude of mind toward Brown and suggests much that we

‘have found characteristic of Brown's letters to Eringhurst.




TS IS N
To C.B.Brown ' '
” My silence and delay in respect to your letter of
“the 10th. instant,my friend,have arisen from necessary and-
’ unavoidable avocatilons;--not trifling,but sufficiently
~ important to justify my conduct in this behalf. To
that letter I now slt down to framé an answer,but not
with those vivid conceptlons of the subjett béforé me,which .
were awakenéd by the first perusal. The weather,too,which ;
1s heavy and stupefying,brings with it a sluggismmess of - |
__thought,unrriendly to persplcacity and precision. Still,
I hope to make myself intelligible to you,and to correct
some errors into which you have fallen,respecting my last . |
letter. : : i
You have misapprehended both the purport and the purpose !
of my letter;the consequence has been that,in your reply,
you have wandered wide from the object towards which your
T attentlon was meant to bé directed;and 1n so dolng,you have
perplexed,withouf satisfylng,yourself,and have contraverted,
without replying to,the censures of your friends. Let me
request you to read over,once again,and withcattentiveness,
Iy last communication. Do you find in it a single passage
in which your veratety 1s questioned? I have a copy of that
letter before me,--and certainly I can not .find such a
passage. But should you discover a phrase susceptible of
- such an interpretation,I wish you to ve assured that no
such questioning was intended. With this explanation,if
you do not think it time misused,once more examine my
remarks. To what do they tend? They point simply to the
correction of a single error;and error,perhaps once,of .
will--provably now,or Habit. By them,you are not charged
with intentional misrepresentation of the truth,but with
concelving 1t in such a manner,as to make it difficult of
comprehension to your fiends,or encumbered with such
clrcumatances,or deficlent in such particularities,as to
render it unintelligible to them. There is no charge of
falsifying the truth. Here are no doubts expressed of your
veraciiy. Here 1s no more than a plain intimation of an
erroneous manner of communicating information,which those
who love you regard as a misfortune,--as an error--per-
8isted in By you, through ignorance,and capable of being
-remedled by you,when falrly exposed -io your contemplation.
.. Among the numbér of our cConversations,at Amboy,some,you .
_Will recollect,turned on the subject of your style of com-
~position. It was charged with certain defects,by us,and . we
endeavored to make you sensiblé. to them. We wereé unsuccess—
~ ful.’In the epistolary communications which succeeded,we =
~_could(not]discern the same faults. The sense was oftén .
~obscured by imperfect metaphors,tumultuously. heaped upon . . .
each other;common facts were introduced with. a specles. =~ .
- of poetlcal periphrasis;which ‘sometimes puzzled -us to de- . .
- termine what was and ‘what was not,accurate SO
ra-made to AT : ‘to w




Y

~ for us to renew our remonstrances on this point;and your
letter,in answer to which my last was written,as 1t offered
several examples of the defects we complaln of was niade
- the subject,or basis,of our friendly reprehensiona. The
manner in which you communicated to-us the names of the
authors and the titles of thelr works,which you had been
reading,was faulty,as it wanted both persPicuity and pre-
cdsion. The passage 1in regard to Bringhurst,as I have
before remarked,was so obscure as to leave me in doubt.
-You talked of the terror he had conceived of imprisonment,
the value he set upon unimpeached integrity,&c.,from whence
I concluded that he had been in Jall,and had been declared
insolvent &c.--but the plain fac¢ts would have bheen more
acceptable :kxnowing his character,it would not be difficult
to make the proper inferenoesm—NOW in respect to both these
instances of a faulty mode of communioation on your part,
you will not find that we have charged you with intentional
"mystery and delusion”. An instancé occurs in your letter
be fore mé,of a similar fault,--when,speaking of Mr.raffert,
you say "He resides in the rural neignborhood of this city."
I xnow where he lives—-but what information would a stranger
derive from that passage? You see,I do not question your
veracity. I take it for granted that Mr.Lt.does "reside
in the rural neighborhood* of Philadelphia:but what am I
the wiser? Unless it be,that I learn that he does not reside
in the city?
But I have dwelt too 1ong already,on these--whith are
mere trifling circumstances.
What,indeed,is the purpose of our correspondence——if it
be not “to discloae our feelings and actions,chiefly with
a view “fto benefit,and be benefitted in turn,by the ‘
communication®? Any disclosure which has not this for-
its object,is trivial,impertinent to the design of our
intercourse,and undeserving of attention. Any narration or
gentiment that is obscure and unintelligible,is defective,
since it can neither,as to its proper contents and intent,
be made fthe subject or comment or controversy,or occurence.
In this sltuation,what 1s he to do,to whom 1t is addressed,
but to call for an explanation?t Should such an explanation
be demanded,ls 1t fair to infer,that he by whom 1t was
requested, doubted the veracity or the original communicator?
“You. have been the slave of passion and inconsistency:
and of desires &c." Pardon me,my friend,I do not mean to
sport with you-—but I did not doubt the truth of the facts,
nor mean to- question 1t. But why were they communicated to
~us? You doubtless had some object in making the communication.
¥as it not,--because you supposed we might “usefully animad—
vert upon them"? Was 1t not,that you might “in turn,be .
~ benefitted "by our- counael or instruction'? But how benefitt-
.e@? on what circumstances are we to animadvert? Here is
..jnothing precise-f.nothing thoroughly known to us. How have
you been_”the slave' T passion and inconsistency?" ‘and-what
3 ~these ch- e honorably ' gratiried? =i
- | fantastic?* Do you not
o : L this artial communication 1s nugatory?.That we
-“,_icanfaddress to."you:ne tner counsel nor inrormation——in snort
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can not bve of the 1east possivle service to you in these
respects,without mrecise information? If you wished .our
assistance it was your duty to point out explicitly,wherein
we could assist you:to have discavered to us the nature of
your danger,and the causes of your weakness. If you either
did not need our aid,or was resolved neither to request,
nor accept it,why make such a communication? To what purpose
could it subserve' Surely none--since we could not "usefully
animadvert® upon if;and you weré détermined not “to de
beneritted by the disclosure. Here,thén,is the point petween
us-—;here is the matter of which I complain——that you
~will allude to circumstances which you do not choose to
explain;and which,therefore,are foreign either to the pur-
pose ol our correspondence since without explanation,we can
render you no assiStance in regard to them. Not that I
question your veraclty when you assure me that you have been
unfortunate-—but that I am pained to be the useless deposi-
tory of complaints I can not understand,or sorrows that I
can not assuage.
I do not mean to call upon you for explahations. I do
not want to xnow to what you allude. I can not find fault
- with your conduc¢t 1n concealing the circumstancés of your
early fartunes--since I neither know what you conceal;nor the
motives you have for concealment. I am actuated but by one
wish in relation to you--to be of service to you,and to
render you useful to mankind. To éffect thils wish,I am
willing to recelve what you chospse to communicate--if,by
my animadversions,or opinions,on such communications, I can
advance your welfar . But I do not love to be needlessly
. perplexed and grieved nelther should you, neglesslv,add to
my perplexity and sorrow. In-respect to your former commun-—
ications,relative to the story of yourself,--though I meant
not,in my last letter,to allude to them,--I acknowledge,
in all sincerity and simplicity of heart,I know not what
~to believe. You have acknowledged that you once thought
yourself at liberty to vary circumstances,in the narration
~ ——and in those fragments which have been related to me, I
* £ind so many and such perfect contradictions,that I amn
Torced to suspend my belief,on all,as I can reconcile but
few of them to each other, This has yformerly,been the cause
of much pain to me,on your account, ——it i1s so no longer.
I suppose that, hereafter should it seem proper in you to
disclose the racts the disclosure will be accurate. In
the meantime,I have no curiosity;and my only wish 1s,that
you,by avoiding all allusions to thesé events of your lire
would neither excite doubt,nor alarm sensibility.
o This- letter is long;and I am weary with writing;you will
~@xcuse me,therefore,for passing over,for the present,at leasgt,
- Bome parts of your letter. ‘But I can not forbear to add
on the subject which. 13 now before us,that it does appear to
‘me that,at some former periods of your life,you affected
_ to be mysterious-uand made ambiguity your delight That the
'fexample of J.J.Rousseau had.too- .many charms in your eyes,j
t:to- aptivate vou*and invime ypu to imitate him and

he 'transit—i:on is na.ttiral—'-a.nd to a mind or sensibility
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almost unavoidable ::—you began to fancy that these rfictions
were real;that you had indeed suffered,enjoyed,known,and
seen,all that you had so long pretended ‘to have experiencedt
every subsequent event became tinctured with this conviction
and:accompanied with this diseased apprehension;the habit
was formed;and you wandered in a world of your own creation.
Now and then a ray of truth broke in upon you,but wwithaam
influence too feeble to dissipate the phantoms whf%h erro
had conjured up around you. Godwin came,and all was :i::
But the Sun himself. d#oes not always diffuse around 1 us his
benignant beams;clouds and mists sometimes intervéne;and
shut him from our view., Despalir,itself,is dear to the wretch
who has deunk deep,of the delicilous poison of Love. Cold,
cruel, though she be--dead to honor,and “glorying in her
shame“ -—the form he loves.is dear to him;he fosters,he
cherishes her idea in his heart;it is his ruin--but he can -

- not resolve to loose it. With what gradual,what scarce per-
' ceptible,advance,is (he) enticed back 2 to reason,to activity,

to virtue' How often does he relapse into his woe,call
upon the phantom of his passion,and banquet on. the pleasures
of despair! Nay,when full of mighty purposes of reformation,
how often does his self-love cheat him of his resolution,
his actions burst out,all the extravagance,hls volce swell!
with all the emphasis. of passion——while he smiles upon the
cheat!

See you any paints 0 resemblance,in this picture Charles?
of a friend of ours that shall be nameless? '

E.H.Smith.

Friday,May 27 1796
Cedar St. No.l3 New York.

3

According to Dunlap's Portralt Gallery memoir Erown was a'sleeping

partner in his brothers',--Josgph's and James'—--office,until July of thi:

2 Back may bve 1ntended to ‘be marked out.
3]?1!-. :

ondemned in Brown?
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year. Where iunlap secured ;nis information is hotlknowﬁ;'lt i#-

n?t éo stated in the Allen blography or in Dunlapfs revision

of Allen,so that it may be an error or else it w§s learned

from:. Brown by his conversgtions'with him; IT it ;s true,which

the present writer finds'no cause to doubt,it would be:an

easy explanation of the supplying of money to Brown by

his brother James. The lmportant fact however remaips._gfowﬁ
did not worﬁ iﬁ the office and he did not have any activéparf.
in commercial afrairs at any time af his 1life.
On the 7th. of July Smith réceived,a 1ettér from Brown
which 13 of couréenlost élong with most of the rest of them.r
The next letter of his we have 1s one to ¥ringhurst, It 1s
(addréssed Jbseph Bringhurst.Junr.w11m1ngton,Delaﬁare Stgte.)

. { Pniladelphia,Monday, )July 11. 1796. 1

1 Dated from pne_endﬁpy_tnezletter._




wny nhave I not 1ate1y heard from thee yJoseppho? .
Thou promisedst to send me Condorcet's Works of
which thee and thy friends have doubtless long .
"gince rinished the perusal;but I have seen neither "
that or any thing else from thee,this monstrous long
~while: Not that I am at any loss to find for thee,

1n thy fresent situation,employments far more profi-
table and delightful than that of inditing letters
to the absent: Thou art,perhaps,busy to a lucrative
purpose;thou art not remarkable for neglecting the
chief concern of human 1life;that of acquiring the
means of subsistence. If thou art employed to that
end,it will give me pleasure to be told of it. Thou
wilt readily imagine that information of thy health
and welfare will not be the less acceptable 1f given
under thy own hand.

To speak in the manner of the wvulgar, thou owest me
a letter. But I will be contented with very scanty
payment,and absolve thee from thy obligation,at the
price of a few lines,which shall bring me tidings of
thy welfare 1in temporals and spirituals.

I have lately heard from Elihu and Dunlap. The
former has filled a long letter with mich wisdom.

The second has given me a dissertation on a very
serious subject and informs me that in a few weeks

he expects to retire as usual 10 Amboy,where he
requests that I may meet him. I have some expectation
of belng able to comply with his request. A change

of alr may be beneficial to my health,whieh has
greatly dec¢llned.

All thy friends are well: I suppose the union of
Maria Atmore 1 with J.R. has long been placed beyond
the reach of doubt. He 1is here at present. The more

"I know of him,the more I am surprised at the lady's
choice. He 18 very much inferior to her in Capaclity:
and he exhibits so many proofs of this,and she shows
herself so much awake to his defects, that I must
repeat my astonishment at this proJected union.

I suppose thou hearest from Peter2and his spouse,

e e in a more direct manner than intelligence from me
S " 'would be,who have not seen Peter these some months.
- Thomas 00pe;£ has a daughter. There 18 an assortment
of news for thee! for which I expect thy thanks.
- . Tell thy Laura that her name still fills,with
',:fjfre3pect and tenderness the heart of her and thy friend
SR ' C Brockden B. # - ,

To_be*mentioned again in the letter of 19 August 1797. '  
ope*was one of the:- 1nt1mate friends .of Wilkins.
B g1 allr“
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Though Emith had planned on the 10th. to write to Brown he did not

do s0 until Saturday the 16th. His letter deals frankly,with.Brown ’
and tren gires an interesting account of hie‘onn 1ife.rAs we shall
see;latergin the 20th. of July letter to Bringhurst Brown thougnt
it controversial. It was transcribed @n.Sunday‘and'reads:

To  C.B.Brown ) _ . ‘

- It _has not been in my power to reply to your last
letter till now,when it is impossible to send to you

for two or three days;and when I should not write,could

I be certaln of having a more convenient moment as much at
my command, _

I pass over the contents of the greater part of your
letter,as it principally relates to matters which have been
surficiently dwelt upon,and come to that paragraph,in which
you atfribute the gravity of my letter, td a supposed melan-
choly of my spirits. But you are mistaken. No such melancholy
-wag felt;and my solemnity arose,solely from the sense I
entertained of the importance or our understanding each
other,and the earnest desire I felt to render all future
explanation unnecessary. I experience,for the most part,

a temperate flow orfuspirits;and though I find occasional
causes of dejection,in the observation and contemplation
‘of my own ignorance and weakness,I do not often surffer
myself to be greatly depressed thereby.

You wish for information concerning your friends,yet can
not bring yourself to the communication of particulars
relative to your own affairs. My several questions still
remain unanswered though my desire to know hew you sre?
what you are doing? what you wish to do? what,is proposed
.Tor you.to do?and what you expect to do?--continues as '
vivid and anxious as ever. To give you an example of what
18 ‘becoming in a friend,on occasions such as these,I shall
be somewhAi minute in. recounting my own procedures;not only
that I may satisfy your friendly inquiries,but to the
‘inducing -of you to return the 1like to me--tncggn there 1is

~nothing in my manner of life particularly 1nteresting. '
_ ~ . I-'have long thought that the 'aid and death of no animal.
e - 18 1 necessary.to man,were his desires anad energles limited
‘ . to their proper . bJects. His own limbs,the various machines
- by which he may be enabled to traverse and command the earth,
" the ocean.and the air, suffice for locomotion. ,and for:all .
“the purposes of‘tillage commerce and - manufactures—-even”“
,upposing them necegsarys. wantsﬁhe -elothing?: the ‘Fla

he ‘Cotton,and various other: Plants,contribute ‘to p R

him rrom the cold of winter the heat or lummer the hills;ﬁ

ﬁ ,nf_l'changedjrrom'was."'t
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‘Saturday July 16 1796 _
‘Cadar St. No.l3.N.York.
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of spring,and the fogs of autumn. The myrtle,the Croton,..

the ollve and various other I shrubs and trees,furnish

‘him with a substitute for animal oils,whether for food,or

light. The farinaceous and leguminous plantsg,roots,greens,
fruits,&c. are sufficient for his food;their Juices,without

‘the pernicious ald of fermentation and distillation,and the

limpid stream,for his most salubrious beverage. But,I go
farther. Not only are these sufficlent for man,but all
else 1s superfluous,is noxious. If this is true,how far
can I,depraved by previous habits,bring myself back,unin-

-Jured,to the path,the simple path of nature? The example
©of" a few solitary beings,scattered up and down in the

history of my species,encouraged me. My first attempt was
to incroach upon the territory of cold (That figure will
do for you) I substituted a hard,for a soft,bed—-and I
have bidden adleu to the debilitating use of feathers.
Distilled spirits I had long relinquished--I have nearly
forgone the use of all other liquids than water. Nearly——
Tor 1t will not do to make too rapid changes. The same

1s true of animal food--which I rarely taste;and when I
do,in small quantities only. I feel better,freer from passion,
more alert for corporal and mental exertion;--and I think
that I shall never return to the habitual use of animal

. Tood. So much for my physical conduct.

My time,when not wasted in indolence,{an enemy hithérto

insuperable ) 13 principally divided between the active and

contemplative duties of my profession. My mresent situation,
in the Hospltal,engages some share of mgTime and attention;
my private practise,which,though small,is slowly increasing;:
a further portion. I devote the forenoons to medi¢al:stndiess
the afternoons to French and various literary pursuits;

the evenings,mostly,to my ftiends. Plans of study,of Com-
position,and of lirfe,press upon my mind in turbid and tum—
ultuous assemblages;succeed,and mingle with,each other:

and pass away,again,with faint impressions,or none at all.

A small part of my leisure Pas been lately devoted to .
transeribing for the press some letters,written to my friend
Buel,on the Yellow Fever,and overlooking their impression.
Public considerations alone induced me to surffer them to

be published. They are incorrectly written;and the Printers,
as 1s their usual conduct,have loaded them with some errors
which were not their own. - S

. I have no more to add,than love to all friends,and a wish

_ﬂthat I may soon hear,particularly from you.

E.H.8mith.

- “"Brown's next iettef is




(addressed Joseph Bringhurst,Jun.Wilmington,Delaware State.)

1
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otherwlse than very acceptabvle.

‘athiestical,material and unChristian systema. Yet he has

740

(Pnlladelphia,Wednesday, ) July 20,1796.1

My friend ' ! _

How shall T account for the agreeable sensations
which thy yeaterday's letter produced? Perhaps the con- -
cern which thou expressest for my welfare .1s the cause
of 1t:never did the reason which thou givest for thy
long silence,appear of less welgnt. Assure thyself,my
good Joseph,that with 211l my @rror3,and in spite of them,
I love thee much,nor will the existence of those diff-
erencles 0f sentliment to which thou alludest ever render,
1T I nay Judge from my present Emotion,thy letters

o Q [ ] 0 oo ) o

I had written thus far immediately upon the receipt of
thy letter but the weather was too sultry and I exper—
lenced too uneasy effect3 from 1t to proceed;I have
8ince received a billet from thee,requesting me to send
some book to thee,but I did not receive it till arfter
thy brother's departure; and James2 informing me that
he expected thee to come up immediately,prevented my '
wriving till now,when he has just deliversd Condorcet's ' ?
book3 to me,and informs me that he no longer expects
thy 3peedy arrival-- o =

Thou hast not told me whether I was to buy or to ' -
Lorrow an amusing Volume for thee. Deliali has gone be- :
yond my raach. I had‘tnoufpts of sending a Volume ,belong-
ing to the livrary,of Sulivan's Views of Nature.s5 Yet
1t '18. 30 protable that thou hast seen it,and art not
sufficlently pleased with 1t,to prompt thee to under-
take the perusal,that I shall forbear,till I Lear from
thee. He 13 a religious philosopher; a Sirenuous oppon-
ent,but (a) remarkably unprejudiced and candild one,of

e

perhaps admitted too much of licentious conjecture and
an ardent fancy into his views of the system of nature
and the history of man-—-His interpretations of the
Mosalc history were gquite new to me,(some part of them
3t least) and were highly satisfactory. ’
Thy brotiher was mistaken in imagining the Condition

.0 the City more sickly than usual. On the Contrary,

it 1s sald,by the best authority,to be more than usual-
ly healthful,nor is my health in any degree 80 bad

Dated from the end of the lstter. = 2 Brown's brother.
Probably the Progrés de 1'Esprit Humaln tranalated as Qutlines
of An Historical View of the Progress of the Human ¥ind,Phil-

‘adelphia,1796. Referred to in Smith's 27 March lettar .

Tnis probably refers to Delia;a_ggthetic and 1nterest1ng-tale.'

4 vols.,London 1790... .

5 A View of Nature, in Letters to a Traveller among the Alps,with =
 Beflections on Athelstical Philosophy now exemplified in France, -

6 vols.,London 179%: Brown did not notlce the argument agalnst

suicide in Vol.I,p.1l.



as:thy affectionate wishes bespeak thy opinion of
it. I am better than I was when I last wrote to
thee,and hope not to stand in need of winters coming
to make me gquite so,or at least to glve me that
degree~of’it,9f whlch a wretched constitution 1s
capable,and which though it may give me no hopes

of long life may yet suffer me to live,in some
measure,while I live: the highest pnysioal advantage
perhaps,that a reasonable man can aspire to.

I have not heard from Dunlap. As soon as he in-
forms me of hls return to Amboy,I shall prepare
to go hlther. If I do not,I may po3sibly visit
Wilmington,for a short time,but not my friend as
ihy guest; thy domestic one I mean. The charms
of that sweet 3pot and of thy soclety, not to mention,
some little,at least, of the soclety of thy enchant-
ing friend might Justly determine me in favor of '
Wilmington,but no other Consideration 1s necessary
or would exist to make me prefer that to Shrewsbury
or Bethlehem.

Why,my dear friend,shouldst thou insinuate that
_ind*fference or animosity may rlse between us,
in Consequence of dirfference of opinion. The
value of a man 1s hils capaclty for usefulness. .

How diligent ought bDenevolence to be in infusing

right principles into a mind whose facultiles

are acute and comprehensive: whose sensibility

Tits him for recelving exquisige fellclity-or -

mlsery,according to the tenor of his Conduct. The

happlness of men 1s in propertion to the good

they do 1in conformity to right principles. In

rectifying the errors of a-great mind therefore,

w2 perform a most eminent service,in as much as

we make him the instrument of happiness to himself:
as well as to others. Ought we to be deterred

from so good a work by the dread of the certainty

of encountering a pettish humor,an impatience of

censure,and a -desire of victory in debate. Is there:

not in trutn and benevolence a power to cure even
this inTirmity,the genulne offspring of error, but

often to he found conJoined with views otnerwise,
great and enlightered. :

Dost thou belileve me eternally devoted to error:
or at least,that though thou art in possession of
truth,1t 13 not in thy power to impart 1t to me;

Art thou not inclined sometimes,to suspect,not

the truth of thy prineclples in general for on that
head,consldering the Source from which thou bellevest
them to flow,there can, in thy own mind,be no-

possivility of doubt ner shadew. of-tvvning but merely
that thy fallure may proceed from some defect in .

thine own equanimity. But perhaps thou wilt say that
‘the wisdom at whose Countains thou hast drunk, is -
Irom above: Thou attalnest access to it not through e
human agency,nor to me ir it shall-ewer cease toia
“be,to:me,a fountain sealed, y8hall 1its: unclosure be .
brougnt about by human- aid Indeed the - sutffﬁiemeg"

or revelation seems the necessary consequence -of




1ts reality of revelation whether genera1 or partic—_
ular. .

Thou seest I have thus speoken in thy person,but:

I would not 1rnsinuate that I have not partly spokxen,
in my own: or that I bellieve myselfl totally exempted
from arn opinilonative or irascible disposition. OT
this however I may be sure,that in propaortion as I
gain access to truth,whatever truth bve,in propor- -
tion as my understanding is uniformly, steadfastly
and powerfully 1lllumined by its beams: and in pro-
portion as my actions conform to the deliberate
Judgments of my understanding, I shall be a stranger
to this disposition--I would fain persuade thee,

my dear Iriend,to cherish still thy hopes of me,

and believe that I shall finally arrive at the path
of duty and felicity.

Error is the parent of misery: some may gather
,this truth in rfrigid speculation:some may find
it the practical result ol observation:others,
and I am of the number,possess 1t a3 the plentious.
harvest. of their own calamitous experience:--but
whither away? I am sliding into more solemnity
than 18 fit;as thou art a man,my friend Carlo,
heware of fostering a doleful,whimpering heart.

Joy 13 thy lnheritance. How far art thou from the
goal of due perfection,if the exercise of a vivig
and benevolent intelllgence,does not dissipate
forever the phantoms of sorrow and pain.--

Elihu's letter 1is chiefly controversial;and does
not contain much general matter or such as would
prove particularly interesting to thee: Dunlap's:
1s a disquisition on a subject suffdciently impor—
tant,tutl I question whether thou wouldst be satis-
fled with The trouble of perusal--Thou shalt,
‘flowever,have some parts of 1it.

"If the doctrines propagated by Religionists are
false,ir virtue be 1ts own reward and vice its owm
punishment,my mind starts with repugnance from the
idea of its being possibly expedient at any time, —
to propagate such falsehood. I mean permanently and
usefully expedient as a means of promoting general
good. Every thing which has a tendency to mislead
.the reason,whlch can make man form false conclusions
and consequently act upon.false principles must be
- highly pernicious. .

- Can there he any doubt of the means to be used

in propagating Virtue? To.convince man that : _

virtue.is happlness,that vice is misery. To- appeal.

to his reason and demonstrate that every pang he -
'has ever kKnown was ‘in consequence of his own
ignorance,when this- . thorough and undoubting
connection is produced,the work 1s done—- Can the

same effect be produced by enforcing the opinion . - .-
that the vicdoua man:1s capable .of: en;oying ‘happines
dn V1ee whileitne ;virtuous man+is’ cpiningin: misery
“and’ made ‘moT miserable by the . soene but that:in -
‘an uncertain“hereafter,this evident and certain
absurdity Will be correoted It appears ‘weakness-

¥
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to ask the question in this short manner--1t appears
impossible to doubt; yet such 1s the mighty effect

of early prejudice and long hablt,that it 1s dally-
decided in the affirmatlve,and thou who decide,

for. the rirst mode are treated as the enemies of
the human Race.

. To Vindicate religious systems of future reward
and punishment upon the same ground that law 1s-
supposed to be necessary as a temporary expedient

to prevent,in some sort,the effects of temporary
ignorance, it would be necessary that religion

and law should be very mich allke; in whlch case
perhaps one of them would be unnecessary,and then
we should only have to choose the least of two evils;
btut are they alike? And in what? Law,as allowable,
offers no reward for doing right;consequently

does not assert or 1imply that the good action 1s

not surffliclently rewarded by 1itselfl;: It only threatens
the vicious man with an immediate punishment to
prevent his doing an act which tempted him by

the lure of present gratificatlion,and whose con-
sequenceg,though inevitable were so far in futurity,
as not to be seen through the miat of hls lgnorarce.
Law,then,by bringing in view,present punishment,
balances the temptatlons of present gratirfication,
and may prevent the evil actlon and glve time

to dispell hils ignorance. Religlon on the other
hand,holds out a reward in a future and precarious-
state,by way of tempting men to do that which they
know they ought to do,1f right,without the 1inducememt
of such offers,for every man would have an undoubting
cenfldence in the rectitude of his own dispositions,
if religion had not stepped in and told him,he was

a Villain and could not have a wish to do-good,

of hinself. At the same time telling him that when
another bveing had made him wish or will gded,

he should then be rewarded for what he dld not,

nor could not ¢o or will of himself. Hls confildence
in virtue as a source of present bliss,1s destroyed
or impaired,and in 1ts place he has the promise

o’ an hireling's wages in a certain country,of

which hils reason can never glve him intelligence,

and whlch has not the least appearance of reallty,
except in the dreams of his sick and fevexiish
imaginatlion,when the senses,the servants of reason,
are lncapable of ministering to her. Hls 1deas

of Justlce Tvecome conrfused,confounded,while the
eternal barriers which exist Letween Virtue and
Vice,are hidden by the mysterles of superstition,

and thelr deeply determined shades hlended together..

What are the punlishments held out by religion to
scare: the evil-intender? Eternal torments--hereafter.
This,as the other,tends to destroy his natural . .
sense ol Justice. The 'present gratirfication 1is ‘not. -

balanced by the fear of immediate pain,but aaaitionai '

future 1118 are promised,which from their distance::
and uncertalnty are rendered nearly nothing in thee
Competition and are guite done away by the promise,

N
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in the same code,of pardon,on repentance——" '

dere 1s the wisdom that I told thee of. Pretty wis—,
dom! thou wilt say. A wisdom very different from thine
and thy surrounding friends,yet,I willl venture to ar-
firm,essentially consonant with it.

But I have written thee and myself out of breath.
In hope of hearing from thee,that thou and thine are
well,and with due respects to Lawra,l will dismiss
thee for the present.

C.B.B.

July 20, 1?96

I have received a aecond letter from E.H.S. which
though short will gratify thy curiosity. I will en-
close 1t to thee the nexi opportunity.--

From tnat letter it appears that Bringhurst was displéased
with Brown'a discuasionrin his letters and it-seems és_if,a
breach in their friendsnip was lmminent. As we nafe already
suggested more than once,lt comes out in.that letter that
Bromn looked on the whole mattér 43 a déba;e,wnich he considerea.
an excellent means of forming opinions. Bringhurét's feeling
is not to be;wondered 2t but ﬁnat tnls method of Brown‘s‘ﬁas

making inroads not 6n1y on hls healtn but on his rriéndsnip'is

_.__to be deplored. -
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Sulivan's book has an unattractivé and misleading title; 1t reaily
assembles a remarkably complete exposition of world philosophy and
sclence. His reasoni#g 1s acute; and with a few unimportant exceptions
is inteliigént;;éven tofday 1t reads unusuwal for 1ﬁs perSpiéuity:and
truthfulness. He 1s genefally sane, 1ntellig§nt, logical, 1nqulsitive
and reverent. In the fundamentals of theism and materialism nis

conclusions are sound and any Christian Protestant,educated or

'Inéuisitive,is secure in reading the View of Natufef'The work 1s
written in the form of letters which might be imagiﬁed to nave been
addressed to Brown; feor our author-Was atthis timegxgctly a§
anxious to hear what.Sulivan had to say as Sulivan wéé'@fiven‘to
say.iﬁ.

Speaking of the author Brown says:

“He is a religious philosopher;a strenuous opronent,
T but (a) remarkably unprejudiced and candid one, of

-athelstical,material and uncChristian systems. Yet he
has perhaps admitted too much of licentious cénject-
ure and an ardent fancy into his views of the system
of-nature,and the history of man—- His interpretations

~ ol the Mosalc history were quite new to me, (some part
of them at least) and were satisfactory.*

- ! The interp:etatiens of Mogalc history referred to are apparently

../ ‘to be found im Vol.II,p.209 gt passim to 31l. Some §:

. ences might be also added in Vol.IV,pp.175 ff. and Vol.V,p.187 ff.




744 B
Wnat Brown calls fanciful way be the auggeated medical use of elec—
trieity (II,p..59.-) but he should have noticed that Sulivan presents
the faneciful 1ldeas onky fo shatter them.
In the development of his religious 1deas Brown proceeded afrter
the Tashion here expressed in Sulilvan:

*The zealous advocates of true rellglon would not pros-
cribe all use of reasoning. That would be to confound
theclogy with superstition and barbarism. And yet there
are these,who -highly valuing themselves for belng ration-
al,and by virtue of ‘it,religlous;are yet ever contriving
how to hlrder the free exercise of reason 1in religious
matter3;as 1f reason and religlon were irreconcilable;

- ané that the method God has proposed for ua for the dls-
covery ol all other truths,was the most certaln way of
confounding reiigious truth." {(II,p.230)

The use of Sullvan's book when pondering with the enthusiasm of
youth tne great things of 1ife 1s one of the indications of Brown's
taste and the serious trend of his mind. His opirion of that work

alone 1s enough to refute any argument that he was touched .-

- with athelsm. Sulivan's
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ocbject was

-*to expose the fallacy of the atheistical philosoPhy,
and to show hew little support its advocates could
derive,either from physics,when well understood, or
& TIrom metaphysics when cleared of extravagancy.
(Preface,p.v) - o

Ve snould nétice.it 18 thé onlﬁ religious work.which ®e know Brown’
mentioned favorably.

Brown may have derived his ideas of the érecian sages from éicero
quoted by Sulivan Vol.lv,ﬁ.27 or from the preyious pagé wnere-the
- questioning of r;ture Tewards and ﬁupishments ig treated. ;t is
peculiar he.did not not;ce.tnat every bit aé fbrﬁinahleuﬁnharray;or
names of later Greciéﬁ philosophers could ﬁave beeh_found.on the
opposite side of tne argument. After that he 41d not nave to read
fifty pages to find a soﬁnd Christian phi}OSOphy of iife and:death
eQﬁal 1f not superior to any ever ﬁresented; in faect wheﬁ Sulivan

“in the sixth book came to summarize Christianity he answered every

objection Brown had thought of, he successfully refuted Hobbes,

Locke and Humeé and warned his readers against
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the writers of great talents,who have employed thelir
rare ablility in the propagation of immorality.% (Vol.
1I,p.291) :

t

- A3 the title indicates he aimed at the atheist but also he took
# | o _- |
many a2 shot at the bigoted. He réfuted‘Mirabeau,‘Helvemikus and many
others,among whom Brown could easily have inoluded Godwin; but par-
ﬁicularly he attacked Voltaire. He stood firmly for Spirit and soul
rather than the body and sense, hé found ﬁ; absurdity or oontragiétion
in archangels and he ably presented the limits 6f human knowledge.
How much Brown read of Sulivan's monumental work 1s not made clear
by him; poesibly he did no more than iip into 1t. The second volume
which we are fairly suré he read should have given nim.éome 1dea of
the sources of the Bible; at least enough to suggest some latitude in
nls understanding of it. If he had read 1n volume three he might have
founl not a little on ﬁne soul and ité 1mmaterial{ty. He also.might
nave heeded the warning against a literal acceptance of the 0ld and

New Testament. The fourth volume should have egpeclally appealed to hinm

because of 1ts wealth of material relating to both North and South
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America. However,from the fact that the poirnts which Brown
felt compelled to debate were not discussed and clavified in the
sefond volume and from the added fact that what he did mention
15 tc bDe found clearly set forth in the second volume it appearé ;
he may have read only in that part of Sulilvan's wofk. Aﬁ besﬁ

he does not indicate that he was reading here and tnere in the

8ix volumes.
Many detzils of the velumes should have had an espeécial orpzal

to Lim--Halley's theory (I,pp.%0-1i) of another habitable world

within the earth surrounded by a system of gubterraneous lumin-

arieg;: the centre of the earth (I,p.104);the electrified man

{1I,p.54) at Rouen who appeared as if entireiy on fire;thé

suggesticns (Ii‘P-59) in réga;d to a medical.use of éiectficity;

the manr of sanguine temperament (II,p.66) who after'having danced

u
much, traces of a phosphoric flame were seen on his shirt”;the

warning (II,p.206) against being too sceptical or too credulous,

and the elaborate account »f Newton's philosophy,toucn'Brown's
interasts very closely,especially his Wieland.
Except for an lmprobatle but possible derlivation of his

Utoplan island in the Atlantic,presumably the ibsp Atlantls,
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Sunday 6 November:*It occured to me that Dunlap and Brown
would not bhe displeased in hearing more of what seemed
yesterday to give them pleasure. To them,therefore,I hasten-
ed. I sat down,wlth Mrs.Dunlap and the others,began the
volure anew,and did not quit it,ti111 1t was fintshed. The
reading naa given us unknown pleasure;we pronounced the book
an excellent one;and I have half resolved to undertake: the
mechanical task of compilling,out of 1t,a comedy."

7 Yovember:*C.B.Brown breakfzsted with us."

On the &th. Smlth was called as a witness orf the riot at Dunlap'’s

theatre on the 2nd.

"I found C.B.Brown here,when I came home. Mr.Allenl came,
and we went to the anniversary meeting of the Agricultural
Soclety.where we heard Mr.Kent delilver a discourse."
Thursday 10 November:“wnen I came home,I found C.B.Rrown
here. It was after 11 o'clock when I 3at down by myself.*
11 Novembver:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us."

12 November:*Ch.B.Brown called on me,in the morning....It
was club night,G.M.Woolsey's turn. Present,Alsop, Brown,
Dunlap,Johnson,Kent, Smitl;the-Woolg8eys .G M:Ws~was~hoarae
with a catarrh. Dunlap read to us his comedy of two acts

‘intitled “Tell Truth and Shame the Devu;(r—xe means to brirg

1t on tothe:stagejithls wirnter."” -

13 November:“Ch.B.Brown here."

Monday 14 November:“Ch.B.Brown breakrfasted with us."

15 November:"A visit from C.B.Brown."

16 November:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us.*

17 Wovember:"Ch.B.Brown here."

18 November:"Visit from Ch.B.Brown." _ '

Saturday 19 November:“Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us. Club
night--and my night. Present,Brown,Dunlap,Johnson,Smith,
the Woolseys. I read Marat's character,by Brissot,from
H.M.William's letters,Vol.VII,appendix;and arscene from
¥The Negro Slaves"?2 translated from a (erman play--inser-
ted in the Oracle,a London paper of Oct.10,1796."

q.m@q kwd &\:wok-e-?aﬂ- vt Crmmmant % o owtlom B
TN et Gty o L o

R T

ookseller and ‘statloner of 186 Pearl

'uﬁi_ﬁh d. separately:London 1796.
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and the éimilarity of the physical characteristics of the Houzou-
anas to the Indians may have been moulded 1nto parts of Edgar
Huntly but going so far astray for such material when 1t was so
easily found in any one of Brown's rambies into the country 1is
doubtful. The entry reads:

Sunday 20 November:"Article vii Vaillant's #Second
‘Journey"1l--18 extremely interesting. The effect of
Fasciniation,as it is called, seems simply the operation
of Fear. There is no difficult(y) to explain the
fact,on tnis nrinciple. All the extracts are judic-
ious. I nave been most interested in that relative
to tnhe "Hououina". In this rice of men are found
the very qualities--I mean physicial qualities—-
which are most desiravle;--activity, force,insensi-
bility to changes of temperature,agility,temper-
ance,acute vision. There is a notion for the pur-
poses of Ch.B.Brown."

What the Jnotion for the purposes" of Brown was we have not been
able to discover. Smith might nave added to all the other physical
quallities that the men were expert bowmen. The Houzouanas were 3 sort
of mountain Hottentot,witn an awful reputation as bvanditti. They were
short of stature,neld their property in common and used signal fires
for communication between tribes. The reading of this part of Valllant
sShould at least have affnrded hilirious amusement by the free descrip-
tion of the women especially that one instance of the mother

carrying her child.
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Smith's Journal continues:

21 November:"Ch.B.Brown here.

22 November:"Dunlap was here,in the forenoon;and
agaln 1n the afternoon;as was Ch.B.Brown."

23 November:'Ch.B.Brown who breakfasted with us,
was here agaln and Dunlap....Jonnson,BrOWn and I
dined,by lnvitation,at Mr.Boyd's)where we met Mr.
Kent Mr Radeclirf,hls friend,of Poughkeepsie and Mr,
WOrtmanxand wnere we apent the arfternoon....at the
theitre——witn Johnson and Erown. The play was
"Othello";which I saw for the rfirst time.'

24 November:”Ch.B.Brown here. He read me some
extracts from his Journal....Found Ch.B.Brown here,
when I returned.*

25 November:“Ch.B.Brown breakfasted here....Ch.B.
Brown and Dunlap here.”
" 26 November:8aturday:"Found Ch.B.Brown here when I
returned. I read the news-papers,we conversed,and
‘ read together,several artlicles,and parts of articles
{ in the Monthnly Review....Read a conslderable part
of the Vol.III of Gooch's works;which I procured
for the purpose of shewing Brown 2 the history of
the Sleepless man of Madrid;a history which 1is
connected with many lmportant speculations. Dunlap
and Brown both here in the afternoon. I 3hewed then,
the former,a few 3light alterations,made in my
Opera;which he approved. Club night--at Kent's.
Present,Alsop Brown,Dunlap,Jotnson,Kent, Smith, the
Woolseys.

27 Novembver:"We found Cn.B.Brown hPrP when we re-
turned.”
Monday 28 November:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with
us...Ch.B.Brown here,in the afternoon. Spent the
evening at Wm.W.Woolsey'a. Dunlap and wife,Ch.B.
Brown,Dr.iitchill,Geo.M.Woolsey,and others there.
A soclable evening.®

29 November:"Ch.B.Brown here."

30 Novembver:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted here,and we
attended to the very interesting anecdotes of Mr.
Howard,written by Pratt,and inserted in the New
Annual Reglister for 1705...1 found Ch.B.Brown

here when I returned.

2. December:*Ch.B.Brown and Henry Johnson {wm's
; ' youngest brother—-—who came to town last evening
: to spend the winter here--a fine youth) breakfastad
with us....C.B.Brown here,again.*

F %ﬂjWM;]\Jﬁfﬁau ' 3 December:"A visit from Ch.B.Brown,in the fore-
‘ :k\gw AJ: Re) nocnj;and in the afternoon,with Dunlap....Club night--
Dunlap's evening. Present, Brown,Dunlap,Johnson,

i %ﬂ&&MM4_Q dq&mmyﬂ&- Kent, Smith, the Woolseys. Dunlap read us the history
! Loy L ﬁ&. of Wilkes' famcus prosecution,from No.45 of the
- ke Maan . Northn Briton-—-from Belsham's Memoirs of the House

[Fot be Wmeﬁﬁondth ﬁﬂk of Hanover;and a;tervard the account of the retreat of t
dﬂlbiﬁﬂﬁéhl¢%*#&m wau?wm[mtmélmfgkgbmacﬁﬁ o dsoro kﬂ.ﬁuﬁﬁ
mide no use oI tnn gaonit, f,l,'a,s 19 oedgr Stramt, v
1 Samuel Boyd wziz a counss2ilor at law and A4 mnber of the New .
York Abclitior Zocizty. In 1809 he nad 4n oi7Tlce 3%t 23 Pine .
strast and 3 Tems 2t 17 RETLNIon 3Trezt, In 1794-7-2 ni2 iidress,
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British forces,from Halland,into Germany,from. the New
Annual Register. Some politics of the day,and much
trivial talk not worthy the name of conversation,
occupied the meeting. I wish we could devote our
evenings -to more respectable and useful purposes;but
I Tear they must be allowed to proceed without restraint.”
2 Sunday U4 December:“Ch.B.Brown here. We read and compared
a New Year and Birthday ode of Pope's with those (of)
Warton and Whitehead;Pope's,for 1795;Warton's,for 1798;:
Whitehead's,for 1784—-was it? or 1783?--I read the
account of the Religion &c. of the Dahomans in the New
Annual Register--—cxtracted from Dalzel's History of
Dahomey--Good and had.' .
5 December:“Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us.* _
6 December:*Found Ch.B.Erown here,when I returned. He
spent the evening which i8 very rainy;as the night
promises to be. This is our first rain,for a long
tinme :--geveral weeks.Y .
8 December:“Brown and bunlap here.*
9 Becember:“Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us.*
Saturday 10 December:“Ch.B.Brown breakrfasted with us....
We generally spend an hour in conversation,when this
happens...Ch.B.Brown read and wrote here,most of the
forenoon....Club night--met with Johnson. Present,
Alsop,Brown,Dunlap, Johnson,Kent, Smith, the Woolseys
and Mr.Mason,visitor 1 Johnson read us Pratt's account
of Mr.Howard's singularities,from the New Annual
Register. A ppirisdd discussion succeeded,nn the
subject of simplicity of diet,dress &c.&c. The Presi-
dent's (of U.S8.) Address,next talked over. Lively
conversation:some investigative talénts displayed.
A very general disapproval of the project of a navy,
a military Academy &c. Diffsramce of sentiment,relative
to a National University.which I defenddd,on definite
principles--not on the apparent foundation of the
President--A very agreeable meeting.* - ,

Tne President's Address spoken of waslwashington's mésqage to
the Legislature whichrwés p:ac;icélly a raIQWell address and was
deliV?r¢ﬁ;?ﬂ tne-Sena;egnambér 7 Dgcember;'éﬁépecial message
io;e 1n§articulé:'vas reserved until the ne#t year-éb that'it‘

2_ _éaﬁnot cthefp;ugfngjg._Harghallfé:b1qgrapny;6rﬁwgshingt6nﬁ

‘2 Philadelphia 1807,
1 Probably Rev

Vo1V, ppi 713
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.summérizé;%tﬁé édﬁfessawnich besmdés tne detalls noticed by
Smith included a recommendation for an institution for the ime
prbvement of agiipﬁlture. washingtoﬁ's argumé#t fo? a névy was to
provide an *armed neutrality®. It snould also be xnown that af
the time the alr was overcharged with accusations df the French
minister Adet that America was abandoning the friend who had
helped her to secure.ﬁer 1ndeﬁendence: Naturally France looked
for something more than a friendship that neutrally stands by and
even unconcernédly sees the rriend whipped.

Later,on the 16th.,we 8hall aee.Brown reading a reply which he
had composed as an énswer to wasnington's-addresa. What his
ideéa were we are not told but may surmise ;rom Sﬁiﬁh speaking
of nis derepding the idea of a national university.,rrﬁm his-
_brathefs Bro;n probably knew weii the ef;ect qr'Ffencﬁ privateers.
«‘on'thQ-ﬁ#PQ:ts or_the country;by severai othér,ﬁemhe:s of-tpe club
-% ; v#é?wgié_uhifgrg;if_men the priﬁciﬁle orind;penqé#qgior:tpg-ggyg:n—_

ménilén‘fp?i#;féfﬁﬁpport of the eduéattd@aiFinstiﬁﬁiipﬁs:or'our:‘ 
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11 December:*Ch.B.Brown reading anad writing here,most -
"of the afternoon.* ’

12 December:“Ch.B.Brown breakfasted with us.*

14 December:“A visit from Ch.B.Brown who read me
several passages from his Journal. I wish he would

turn his Aloas and Astolas,his Battiscoes and Carlo-
vingas to some account. He starts an idea;pursues
~1t,a 1little way,new ones spring up;he runs a short
distance after each;meantime the orisinal one 1s
likely to escape entirely. i

The intimacy with Smith and Johnson appears to be rapidly growing
and the continuous 11st of breakrasts and calls are makxing their

home the greater part of his dailly exlstence. A8 time goes on we

shall see this producing its happy results. The comment just made

concerning his writing 1s not only new but of great lmportance. It
was undoﬁbtedly ﬁhe gause of the great-number of fragments which he
‘left. That he was making serious efforts to gailn control of his
medium is the point most worthy ofanotice._

'The‘Smith recordg continue: : )

' Thnraday 15 December:“Ch.EB.Brown was here from 5 to 6."

The next entry mentlons a work of Brown's which we have not found

and it 1s probable that‘ip*was merely pﬁtfamong1thé”manuseripﬁs‘ne,"

‘was piling up in his desk. It did ndt fatl to have its result in-




761
anything political. Later we shall find him entering the politicall
field with an uncommon zest.

The passage readsa:

s

N Friday ‘16 December:“Ch.B.Brown breakfasted here,

© was writing here,much of the forenoon;and spent
from. 5 to 6 here,in the evening;when he read us.
his “Reply which might have been made by the
Senate of the U.S. to the President.¥

| sﬁowndstraplygngSﬁnomﬁbéen tonnd:?&heegctualﬁpeply ﬁhigﬁ was
delivered by the Senate approved every recoﬁﬁenda;ion of the:
Presi&ent. In the House Giles lead an unsuccessful Qpposipionk
which wished to expunge from the answer the fulsome pralse of

* Washington. He believed, the UnitedlStétes could go on without
Washington and that tnege were.a ﬁhous%ﬁd men as'capable of.
f;lling the presidential chair aﬁ it_had been fillé&rby Washington.
When 1t came to a vote'ihg.revision Was-practicéily entirelj lost
—-the only change veing a s;all one which rérerreﬁ to America as
the finest and most enlightened nation of the wWorld which was
_reQeemea brits:pdibﬁa comparison. .

; x 4s.we g§ §n¥;wefsn§1i see that Erown's ideas of Waqhington |
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posterity'nas stamped as just and true at the same tima it is

probable that he took exceptions as already suggested in rer-

ks

erence to_the club's reading of the Presgident's address on.ghe
10th.

17 December:“Alsop and Erown were both here, to-day
«++.Jrank tea at W.W.Woolsey's and spent the even- -
| ing. Club night--and his turn. Present,Brewn,Dun-

' lap,Johnson, 8mith, the Woolseys. The conversation
not remarkably 1nteresting.

! Sunday 18 December:“Ch.B.Brown spent most of the
forenoon here,which passed off busily enough,in
varled conversation.“

19 December:*I found Ch.B.Brown here,when I return-
ed. A long and disputatious argument,"on the difr-
erence between poetry and prose* or rather on “the
whereln are poetry and prose distinet”;which ended
as such discussions usually do,wlthout the con-~
viction ol either party,and with no clearer ldeas
on the subject,than before.”

That discussion on prose and poetry may have been suggested

by Erasmus Darwin's Botanic Garden which was read at thils time

in.London editions and rirst published in New York by the Swords!

1798 edité&iby Smith. Smith had read it as early as the autumn

b4

of 1789 at Dwight's in Connecticut and his edition was provably

~ being preparedmgpnthié t;me-tne proofs beiné read in December
. .of the next year. The first interlude of Part II 1s a dlalogue

'between a.bookseller and.a poet and the question proposed by the




 deciding the course of his literary iife.
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former 13 what is the essential difference between poetry and _

prose. There is more truth than fancy 1f we take the bookseller

¥

to be Smith and the poet to be Brown for most of their interests
. . | | IR
are found there. The second interlude might very well have sug-

gested to'Brown some of the excellent omlssions he made in
Wieland. The third concerns Brown's interest again in its com-

parison of poetry to painting and music and may have had some

influence on hishbialogue7gg_music and Paintirng of 1802.

There again we find Brown attacking the problems of his art
and endeavoring to evolve correct opinions orf them. Though
Smith dppears to have thought little of the discussion it is

more than probdbable that it had much of value to our author in

Smith's account goes on:

Tuesday 20 December'"ch B.Brown breakfasted here.
Conversation till 10 o' clock...Found Brown here,
when I returned.¥
21 December:"Ch.B.Brown breakfasted here."
22 Vecember:®Ch.B.Brown -here....Drank tea at Dunlap s.
,;5,;We went to W.W. Woolsey's where Mrs. Dunlap :
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was,and Ch.B.Brown and Geo.M.Woolsey came. Nuts and
apples——of which there was universal destruction.® .
23 December:“Ch.B.Brown and Alsop here,in the fore-
noon."* '

24 December:'Dunlap and Alsop spent some time here,
in the forenoon,and alsc# Ch.B.BErown....Erown was

here all the #fternonnivnHe read me part of his
Journal;I him,part of mine--for a fértnight past.

We read Moore's or Brooke's Fables “Love and

Vanity* and the “Sparrow and the uvove.“....

Smith's unsettled authorship of those poems 13 not so careiegs
as 1t would seem. They were by Henry Brooke but published in Moore's

1
Fables for ladies.

Love and Vanity 18,with its clever close,of intersst to Brown and
Smith as presenting the ideas which in their days were held of
woman. It may have influenced Brown's similarly light verses on

marriage and woman as written to John E. Hall 21 November X806,

The Sparrow and the Dove is very nicely balanced satire on marital
fidelity and was of particular concern to these two young investi-
gators of all the hidden phases of human 1ife.

These two fables of Brooke's could not help but recall the

,writing-or Br@wn}s°vérses of the Jﬁdgmént'on'tne respeétive merits

T ofa quill of the crow and the goose of which we have ten lines

of he edition of.the

"l A-Fool of" 1it |
iﬁhﬁ'WO?K§;¢OllQa§§ET%ng

ke

ooke,London, (1797).
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