
f 
1 

~f~/:3 ~17:>7 

~ 7-J 1~ !93"'/ 

/ __,. 

.. _ 
4it 

·. 0 ....... 

' a-.. • 



-BROWN AND HIS I CT •Ii 

• "1790-6 

fl..~ WGV-V 
At several times of his lite Brown aff&ars to m.L¥e ~eeeme a charter 

I\. 

member of clubs organized primarily for 4iilt inte11ectua1~~ 
• ,sb1 ·~!l tne¥ mtglii affel'4 ia i~elil' :1M11ee•e+ He found plenty ot precedent 

~ 
tor 121o:b ciJ!:tal, most of the English authors whom he read/ 8li:e°ft a• 

'"Se•4am1til'\ in hte EJ1~1aea_et the. 1fotl6- having been members or 

1zera;...: auU1er 'e el\>lle e;r e imHal' ane el.aUoA•; ~there 
organ-

were 

so many notable examples the 1mmed13.te one that suggested the idea•. 

to Brown cannot be de.t'inltely ascertained. The Ph1lologica.l society,. 

the e~rliest known to us,was tn existence at Prouct•s school and the 

members or it were celebrated by the Juvenile verses addressed to 

them b.V Brown. lit 7~~ i....ot ~ C~~Q ~le.~ ~ 0cnk <rv._ 

61,~ ~ h~~ r wkd .. ~ ~l \J JLln~ ~ J;;~~~~ -..1. (.e., . 
.An aooowat Qf ~ various clubs to which ~belonged. about, 1790 

. ~ 
to 1796 2.i iutees!airy !i&ta 1•;l'ertsanb becaa&e •11a,- show e\H' ,,_Uter 's life 

~ 
in a. light. tlta.t ha,s n°t r&e-11vea tl::le a;•eaiton it ~eeePQ'&a. They 

A. 

brought him into more or less intimacy with a var1e1 circ1e,o.t &e~"4a 

-t.aaeee,most.of them college graduates,whose g»eatest activities were 1n 

the _.., important wa.l.ks of life of the time. $\lch an a.cttYe member as 

Brown,could hardly ha.Ve been the retired and obscure man that many 

writers would have us believe he was. 



Brown's idea or a club is very well suggested 1n the third chapter 

·of Wieland. He says: 

•some agit~t1on and concussion 1s requisite to the due 
exercise of human understanding,• 

and as we follow his career as a member of these various clubs we 

shall see that 
'7 t-~~ IA--1. 
Ml.~!tle1~6ne of 

he found plenty of ~iQ et1mu11 to 1nte111~~~ 
~~.1 . ~J 

t:te clubs, the Friendly,proved particularly of value 
,.{_ 

to him. 
-;:::;f" lb 

According to hie w.a.re•a memoir 'So: the 1827 Boston Wieland 

pleasure and-

Although he did not continue actively a member ot any one organi-

zation all during his lite,h1s interest appears to have never lagged 

so tl'la.t his d1:a&emi~at1eB &t.' information on the subject may even be 

2 
found in 'Ww f1NJ\ vo.J..wae ~ his Monthly Magazine where he extracts 

• 

from a London periodical an Account of a literary club at Lima. 

en t 1 t led the Philharmonics J ,,__di_ .:... I.-.:. ~ ""7 /... "! L; .:...,_ :; IV J..e,,, 
le 7 ~ ~ ~ l;rrt. -::t ~ a- le J2 ~ I}-CM....--t;. ~ '-· 

The Law Society to which Brown belonged and of which he was the 

{M-i.:>-~l~c.d ~7 
acknowledged leader ha.s been fully noticed in our we~1t of the 

early days of 1788. It is only necessary/to mentioril.her~ that it 

wa.s a. Philadelphia organ1za.t1on. 

I./~. -:r:- ' 
1 P-aJ~. 2 ".140 ff. '3 1 r /1 -1'"17""' l I I ( 7 fr U~.JJL I~·\ v. 
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The next club to which he belonged was the :Belles Lettres Club. 

sometimes referred to as the Rhetorical society or the Literary 

Society. An account or it and its members may be found in our bio-

graphical study or the year 1788. Like the Law Society it was a 

Philadelphia organization. 

we have seen in our biographical s~udy or the year 1792 that there 

was in Philadelphia a society for the Attainment or useru1 Knowledge 

to which Brown in his twenty-first year belonged. There were five 

other members in the club.as follows. 

Joseph Bringhurst was as we know one of the most important or Brown's 

correspondents and his intimacy with Brown is shown in the course of 

many rema.rk~ble letters which our ~uthor addressed to him during these 

important years. At this time Bringhurst was twenty-five years old. He 

had received what was then called a liberal education and was a zealous 

stud.ent of medicine. His interests besides those of his profession 

were in public affairs. Later he was a Clerk of the borough of Wil

mington and post::na.ater under Jerreraon,Ma.d.1aon and Monroe. His friend-

ships included Dickinson of Farmer 1 s Letters fame,Robert Fulton the 

inventor who painted his portrait reproduced in the biographical part 

of our work anj Cowper the poet with whom he corresponded. He lived 



to be sixty-seven years old. Other details or his life may be 

wt~ 
found i~ e~r editePial ~aPt e~ Brown's letters to h1m ae given in 

the biographical part or our studies. 

l 
Thomas Cope was at this time twenty-four years old,had been two 

years 1n the shipping business,had married Mary Drinker in 1792 and 

in 1793 was one of those who remained in the city to nurse the victims 

of the yellow ~ever,finally taking the disease himself. He~s meaiiefte~ 

1!t 
-.as a friend of Wilkins, Hit~& memeir ot Wilk1fts. His later life carried 

him high in the ~~tilte lit• ef the city and state and his educational 

interests lead him to a directorship of Girard College a.n1 the presi-

dential office of the Mercantile Library Association. He lived to be 

eighty-six years old. In a letter dated 11 July 1796 Brown mentions 

3 
that he had a daughter. Aside from the club his shipping business was 

a particularly strong bond in common with Brown. 

one of the Ferris family was a member of this little circle but 

which one iB not definitely known. Because of the disparity of their 

ages he probably was not Z1ba whose daughter "'Na.a.married "b9 Joseph 

the Dr.Isiah mentioned in Brown's 
VJ 

l A .iee<1 signed by him .a4.Y ..ee f-e"l:lR~ 1n Ell_zabetll Drinke_i:_'_s_ ~q_urn~l_ 
Ph1laddlph1a 1889,p.357. see ~lso Co~I~spondP-nce ot N1c~olas Biddle 
Bosto~ 1919,pp.285-9. 

~ P 't5. 3 Caroline R.,oorn 10 June. 
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letter dated l January 1796;but more ~~Y he-was Benjamin-son ot 

David b'. men t1oned in John Churchman• s Journa77author of the Early 

settlements on the_Delaware,who was at this time twenty-five years 

ola,a watchmaker of Philadelphia and Clerk of the Philadelphia meet-

1ng of Er1ends. Perhaps the trade he followed was the origin of the 

watc.hmaker•s scene of Brown•s Jane Talbot. He is mentioned in Brown's 

letter dated 11 June 1793,and 1n two other letters or about the same 

date. A Benjamin Ferris married Brown's aunt Hannah but what relation 

he wa.s to this Benjamin is not knownj ~~·Jf'.1 a_..... \A..v..& 
l 

Ttmot~y Paxson was one of the three members appointed by the society 

to prepare a memoir or Willlam Wood Wilkins,the.other two being Brown 

and Bringhurst. He is mentioned in Brown's letter of 29 December 1795 

as sending his love to Bringhilrst and casually in another of the letters 

of about the ea.me date. He married the ustellau of the Brown-Bringhurst 

letters. The 1797 Philadelphia directory gives him as a flour factor. 

In 1798 he was clerk of the Philadelphia Boarl of Health. We do not 

know any other essential facts of Paxson•s life at this time,but he 

appeara to ha.ve teen one ot' .Brown's ver.v intimate friends. 

e 

mentioned in Elizabeth 
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zacariah Poulson is mentioned in Brown's letters or 1792 and 
. A 

memoir e' Wt~kllWI written by Bringhurst and from his bein listed. 
w~ "- oJ1. j~((QJ.,_~ 

along w1 th the rest or the set he m&jt ~e ~en a member t ough it'\ 

'K;k"' ~{-~. . . . 
is ~t1'ri:. The Dr.Thom.son of Ormond may have been sugges ed. by · 

. ,----
him. The tacts or his life at this time are not known. 

\ .~' • 



"°"'"-~ ~u.,d; ~~~ \J :su. .. ·0- w ~ \J ~k~ i...~ 
~ v.uR~ ~ ~~·~..t. ~~< 1 ~~. \~ ~ ~'\<)A 
~~~~'1 ~~ ~ -
years old,&JJiae&tly the younge.et ot the circle and a brilliant 

2~~ . I 

practising lawyer a.nd wit. only two years later at twenty-one he 

became an examiner of candidates tor attorneyship in the supreme 

Court of Pennsylvania,&adiret which stamps him as a very remarkable 

6~, 
yrn..,g man. He died or consumption when ~e~t ~ twenty-two. His 

life with :Brown was especially intimate and it is probable they 

l 
at one time roomed together.,at 119 South second street. il.4-tk ,, 

1 Clar-k:L1I'e ar..:1 L~tters of Dolly ?:ifadison)'K3.sr1ir_gton 1914,p.21 s'.'lys 
Wilkins t::id !11s office tr1ere. 
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JO:a~ph Bringhurst and addressed to them under date or 9 November 

1796 we have a letter from Wilkins which gives such an excellent 

l 
account of the club that it deserves f'U.11 quotation. It reads:: 

•To the President and Members of the society for Attain
ing usef'U.l Knowledge. 

In returning to my native state,and leaving the City 
perhaps rorever,I cannot but regard the necessity or ceas
ing to attend your meetings as the subject of great and 
lasting regret. 

Strongly impressed with the recollection of the uniform 
and unmerited encouragment,indulgence and arrection which 
I have ever met with from the members of this society--! 
cannot hope to do Justice,on this occasion, to my own 
sensibility,or the merits of the frtends I address. Happy· 
as I bave been in those scenes or science and social 
enjoyment--of unaffected learning·and unfettered genius-
of engaging Frankness and manly arrection,my unceasing 
gratitude and warmest attachment are the poor but sincere 
return which alone my situation permits me to make for 
this pleasing burthen of obligation. 

To this useful and noble institution as a man,but more 
especially as a member,! a.m anxious to secure prosperity 
and perpetuity. With a freedom which I hope will be for
given I shall mention three particulars in which I wish 
the society to continue useru1. To be very cautious in 
respect or the election of new members. To use every effort 
to preserve that amiable characteristic of the society-
the pervading spirit of sincere and mutual friendship--
And lastly to encourage a generous emulation in the display 
of oratory,and the attainment of useru1 and orna.inental 
knowledge. If these three points are properly attended to, 
as I have no doubt they will be,I shall never hesitate in 
naming the Institution as my Alma Mater,and~ons1der1ng 
its patronage as an authority tor all that 1uoast,and a 
security for all that I hope. 

My best wishes will constantly await on every one of 
my fellow members. May success in public and happiness 
in private life be the reward of their honest ambition 
and social virtues. In whatever situation I may be placed 
they wtll honor me by the appelation of their friend, 

Wm..W.W1lk1ns.• 

To a.n acknowledgment of his communication and an address sent by 

the society he replied: 

1 Pp.26,27 ''.J.111 28. This unpublished memoir gives 3. succinct 1.cc.--:unt 
of Wilki~ life a..~d should be given to th~ public because of its 
part i.'.1 ~Tew Jersey and Pennsylv3.nia juri .s ~:rudence. 



uWhen I recollect the contents of their communication 
I feel a weight of obligation which I know not how to 
remove. Ah! how very unworthy am I of their esteem and 
affection! They know not how slender are the talents 
which they applaud--how shadowy the virtues which they 
commend. Far from exciting vanity,their address-sinks 
me to hwnility and covers me with con~sion.• 

The latest record we have of this club is in Brown•a letter dated 

11 June 1793 where we find our author enquiring for the welfare of 

the society. In the 29 July ietter he makes 1t clear that the meetings ..,. 

were u3ua11y held on saturdays •. 

The Drone Club of about 1792-3,which is often contused with one 

1 
of the others is mentioned by Jol1n W.Francis 1n his Old New York 

as being 

2 

"a social and literary circle,wh1ch had at that time 
an extatence of some years among us." 

Later Francis gives a more extended account as follows: 

1 P.69. 

"The particular aim of its members seems to have been 
the cultivation and diffusion of letters,constituting a 
sort of society for mutual mental advancement. Every 
member,! believe,was to be recognised by proofs of author
ship; and when we turn 0 1rer the cat:l.logue or their names 
we must be ready to allow they were tenacious of their 
speci fie interest. I have 3.lready ment toned. in other parts , 
of this Discourse many of this Association. Law,phYsic and 
divinity had each their representatives among them. The 
old Chancellor samuel Jones,who died recently,was on 
this recorded list,and proved their last survt.vor. our 
famous Dr.Mitchill was of the nwnber,and with that remark
able peculiarity which so often char~cterized. him,he address
ed the ladies through the mediwn or the Drones on the 
value of wh1tewash1ng,as among the most important of the 
Hygienic Arts in housekeeping thus perpetually vindicating 
the saving efficacy of the alkalis,most effectually to · 
eradicate that evil genius, Septon, the de~tr9yer of the 
pllys1cal world. Samuel Miller,John Blair L1nn,and William 
Dunlop (stc),were tor a time associates,and Josiah Ogden 

2 P.289-90. 



Hoftman,who occasionally fUrn1shed a law dec1s1on,sometimes 
an Indian fragment,and sometimes a poetic stave. Charles 
Brockden Brown, I have reason to think,was an associate. 
Jol'ln Wells,afterwards the great and eloquent lawyer,here, 
I apprehend,tirst communicated his lucubrations on the 

·importance of a ste4dy cultivation of the Lombardy poplar 
tor American agriculture,at the very time when the indig
nation or the community was waxing warm touching the per
nicious tendency or this wide-spreading exotic.• 

This club supported the New York Magazine published by the swords' 

and is said to have also issued a review which has not been identified 

but appears to be Brown's Montl)l.y Magazine and American Review. 

' l.. 
From the connection with the New Yor~ perio~al it was evidently 

in existence from at least 1790 to about Kay 1796. By,that time its 

members were mostly in the Friendly Club. 

The essays entitled. The Club and The Drone in the New York lla.gazine 

relate to this organization. The Club began in 1790 and appeared in 

the numbers for June,July,August,September,November,and December; 

Janua.r.v 1791,February,Karch,May,and November:and January 1792. The 

opening gives an account of the club as follows: 

"a few select friend.a have,for some length of time past, 
met once a week,during the summer in {the) country,1n the 
winter in town. As our club is composed of characters of 
different pursuits in life,we are necessarily compelled 
to lay a.side our professional habi t.s and ideas, and restrain 
ourselves to general topics of conversation. As each 
individual naturally expresses his mind with rreedom,and 
according to his own opinion of things,various lights are 
thrown on the same subject;and the discussion of a question, 
while it tends to a.muse,always serves to inform. It may 
be readily concluded, that there can be no want of matter 
for conversation,whilst this city is the seat or the general 
government,and the politics of the week are sure to be 



d1scussed,w1th all the earnestness natural to a people, 
alive to every action of their rulers. Having thus intro
duced the general outlines of the Club,! shall just 
remark, that as the rational enjoyment of ourselves and 
friends, ts the chief object of our meetings,we never . 
exceed the Just bounds of moderation,tt being an establish
ed principle with us,to deem no plea~ures,but such as 
truly please on reflection ••• few thoughts of a very 
serious nature are admitted." 

In the JUly number,II,we learn that a few attended and two guests 

were present one from the eastern part of the country and one from 

the south. 

The eighth essay,February 1791,ts of interest to us here as intro-

duc1ng to the club a Timothy qtiillet (perhaps intended tor Dwight) 

as a guest. Thus it becomes clear that it was a rule of the club 

that each member might introduce one-friend not a member. 

XI for November 1791 gives so much of the actual htstory of the 

Dronea that it is worthy of quotation in t'ull but being somewhat 

long must only be quoted from. It opens: 

•The original plan of these easays contemplated that one 
should be published in each month ••• The reader will be 
pleased to recollect that this publication originated in 
a social club,which frequently met for the relaxation or 
care,1n such a manner as to unite festivity with instruc
tion. Many or the members discovered an anxious wish 
that some of the leading topics of conversa\ion should 
turnish the basis of a monthly publication for the New 
York Magazine • .Before much progress was made in ~a.rrying 
these views into effect, the club was interrupted in its 
st;tted meetings;and consequently those essays,which were 
to be predicated on what passed at such meetings,could 
no longer make their appearance. The interruption of the 
project must then be ascribed to a want of punctuality 
in the formation of the club 1tself ••• A small number of 
us,however,who were less interested,than the re)(st, in 





operations of this sort,met the other even1ng,and made 
some attempts to revive an inst1tution,wh1ch,wl'latever 
the public may think ot 1t,had been a source of much 
ed1t1cation and hilarity among ourselves. We cou1d not 
reduce it to a certainty that the club would hereafter 
proceed with regularity;and the difficulty or doing it,ts 
solely to be ascribed to that eager solicitude which has 
seized the minds of men tor negociatlng in the public 
tunds. The conversat1on,tnat passed on the evening to 
which we allude,was principally turned to a discussion 
of the effects that this speculative spirit has produced 
upon social intercourse. It would perhaps gratify the 
reader to be made acquainted with the remarks that were 
interspersed over the subJect;but we must omit to afford 
this gratification,and instead or it,w111 present him 
with a tew sketches of the principal characters who com
posed the party,on that evening.n 

Here follows a satirical description or Aurus,Jared Gayheart, 

Silenus,Thomas Prattle and Titus Neverwrong and the account is 

signed z. These six may be the six men usually given as members and 

if so Brown ls probably included. None of the descriptions fit him 

l 
better than that of Aurus but this ls so slight it ls not worth 

quoting. 

There are only four signatures to the essays M,S,Z and Zulindus 

and they have not been identified. Not one or them has internal 

2 
evidence to prove it Brown•a though Francis implies that all of 

the members wrote the series entitled The Club and The Drone. Bleecker, 

Dunlap and Linn may have been responsible for some of these essays. 

The Drone ran tor twenty-nine nwnbers:March to December inclusive of 

1 If he is not Au::::-us t:e ~:~ay be the z who is writing the account. Many 
ot:ier of these ess:1ys are s igneJ. oy the same 1n1 tial. 

2 Old Ne"! Yor~,p.339. 
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1792;February 1793,March,April,J'Une,July,september,october,and 

• November;January 179~,March,April,and May;October 1795,November,and 

December;January 1796,February,April,and May. 

The Drone was well named--it drags along with its ponderous laz1-

ness and seldom lightens up with anything worth quoting or reading. 

The only value it has may be found in the accounts ot the old bachelor 

llr.Martlet and David Tittle but even these have nothing to suggest 

they were written by Brown though they are or a character that 

interested him. 

The signatures are Agrestis,Anthony Aircastle,curio,D,G.R.,H,Q, 

x.Y.,Z and zeaa. One is unsigned. Possibly Anthony Aircastle may be 

a punnical play on the name of Bleecker (=bleaker) and D may be for 

Dunlap. Otherwise there is nothing to assist in identifying the authors. 

Francia probably erred when he implied that all the members wrote 

the essays. 

The membership of the Drone Club is of course comprised or new 

friends in Brown's circle. Being a New York orgaJl.ization it 1~clude& 

several notable men of that city. In 1790 Brown was nineteen. 

Anthony Bleecker waa one or the most active men in literary affairs 

of his day but he did not have the courage of Brown and became a 
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lawyer,though not a particularly succesatul one. He was a subscriber 

l 
to the American liUseum and the New ~ork Magazine and wrote verse and 

prose tor various periodicals of New Yorl and Philadelphia. The 1786 

directory gives his business as an auctioneer at ij-0 'lall street. but __ 

this was probably an error or merely a !unction connected with his law. 

Re was one or Brown's correspondents being addressed under date ot 31 

October 1801 1n which letter our author gi~es an attractive picture ot 

him. His educational interests are displayed by his being graduated 

from Columbia a.nd by taking an K.A. on 3 May 1797~also by his being one 

of the founders of the New York Historical Society and a trustee of the 

2 
New York Society Library. He was noted for his puns and at the time ot 

the rounding or the Drones was Brown's senior by one year. He died at 

fifty-seven in 1827. 

Richard Bingham Davis whose collected poema were edited by John T. 

Irving and published by a so-called Calliopean Society through the 

swords in 1807 was born the same year as Brown. He was the Kr.Mart1ett 

of the Drones but so far as the records go he does not appear to have 

been an intimate of Brown's though he may have been. Among his verse 

l Kett~ll:§l?e91mens of Americ.-i....~ Poet!:,Y, Boston 1829,Vol.II,p.381 ff. 
2 God.W1::1: Brya.;.'1. t, N. Y. , lBB.3, Vo 1. I, p. 209. 
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l 
is a prologue to Mrs.Hatten•s opera or Tammany. His educational 

interests had given him a Colwnbia College education though he did not 

graduate. In 1796 when Cornelius Van Alen published the daily gazette 

the Diary he served as its editor tor about one year. By trade he 

was a wood-carver. 

William Dunlap and his life a~e too well known to demand any account 

here other than in some of the less known details. At the time or 

the founding of the Drones he was twenty-four years of age. He had 

done· a little studying or art abroad,, was now manager or the Park 

2 
Theatre and was engaged 1n the looking glass and hardware business. 

l G.O.S~1lh~~er:H1story of Ne"!. York Theatre,N.Y.,1B91,Vol.III,~.85. 
2 1790 Sa.muel Du~l~p and Son; 1796 Dunlap and Judah,189 Wat~r street; 

1797 !>unl~p anJ Woolsey,188 P~!irl street. 



He had married in 1789 Nabby Woolsey the sister of Timothy Dwight's 

wife and had one son and one daughter,a second daughter only having 

1 
11ved one year. He wrote for the New York Ma.gazine 1was a subscrilrer 

to M1ln's Columbian Library and had written a little verse and 

S€Vera.l plays. Brown's first meeting with Dunlap is generally 

agreed to h~ve happened at the Friendly Club in New York 1h 

1793-when our author was on the way of his first recreational 

trip to Hartford,Connect1cut. Elihu Hubbard Smith was the 

introducer. The character of the earliest letter given by Dunlap 

which is dated 28 November 179~ would tend to corroborate the 

usual testimony of this meeting. According to the Woolsey Family 

2 
Records Dunlap's home was on Bowling Green where he spent the time 

when in the city attending to the business founded by his father. 

For week-P.nds and vacations he went to the old. homestead where 

he had been born in Perth Ambov,New Jersey. The club life in the 

ca.se of Dunlap was the smallest pa.rt of the 1nt1m·icy with B~9wn. 

The lives of these two men came to be so closely intel"Woven that 

a~y further details would merely be unnecessary repetition. 

1 A.rllor-,g o <:hers RenHrks on Sir Pierre'.;; pr'i i.se of innocence an-1 gener
os 1ty ( 6 oct.,1797,Ms.Journa.l);Rem~rks on ihe love of country (12 
Nov.,1797,ibid. );a.nd reviewed Beaqor. Hill 14 Dec.,1797. 

2 New Haven 1900,p.189. 



Josiah Ogden Hoffman is given in usual lists of the club 1 s 

members but many of the essential facts of his life are unknown 

to us. He is mentioned by Francis in the passage already quoted as 

interested in legal decisions,undoubtedly professionally;as inter-

ested in the anthrc)pological side of the Indians;and as something 

~f a versifier. He was in 1790 a Grand Sachem of Tammany Hall and 

had an interest in developing the land on the St.Lawrence river. 

Later he was to become connected with Washington Irving who studied 

law under him in 1801 and 1806 and tecame eng~ged to his daughter 

~~tilda. In 1809 Hoffman became Recorder of New York and had a 

rapid rise to the heights of the profession. outside of the club 

his intimacy with Brown does not appedr to have been more than 

slight at most. 

William Johnson at the founding of the Drones was twenty years 

practising 
old. He had been graduated from Yale in 1788 and was nowAlaw. 
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He became one or the founders of the New York Historical Society 

and was ten timP-s elected a trustee of the New York Society 

Library. He later became one of the intimate friends of Brown 

making his home with him and Smith 1n 1798 at ~5 Pine street. 

According to Dr.Francis he was 1n character calm,d1gn1fied and 

of the strictest integrity. 

Samuel Jones was at this time twenty-one years old. He had just 

been graduated trom Columbia college and in company with De.Witt 

Clinton was studying law in the office of his father. He was to 

go high in the career of a lawyer;in fact as high as Judge Kent, 

but the literary side of his life was not developed to perpetuate 

his farr~. So far as we know he did noLbecome intimate with Brown. 

James Kent was at this time twenty-seven years old. He had been 

graduated from Yale in 1781,had studied law in tt.e office of Egbert 

Benson of Pougr..keepaie,waa admitted to the bar in 1785 and three 

months later had married Elizabeth Bailey. He was a methodical 

student of Greek,Latin,French and English classics and probably 

was the best read of all the Drones he and his wife being particu
larly charmed by Godwin's works.l He was one of the trustees of 
the New York Society Library. In the year of the club's organization 

l 6~1th 1 s diary 29 March 1796. 
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he had been elected to the State Assembly. Kent went high in the 

ranks of the law. He w~s in 1794 Professor of law at Columbia College 

and passing rapidly through a career of state offices,with the assis-

tance of his Commentaries made his name immortal. In the Drone days 

he stayed one night in New York with smith 23 December 1791 and in 

his diary he recalled Smith as a genius. In his Course QI Reading 

New York 1853 h~ gives among the American works of fiction Brown•s 

Wieland and Ormond "productions or great energy but of grave charac-

--aew.-.i t:elt z.o part ieuleor 4 r1..efttteI;.1p fe!' 1'i1m.. ~~a..~ X ~~ ~ {r~ 

~~ j,,,._-.oJ.. c .... c.n..~ a.. d.o.,,l .Ji--% 1-~ ceJ 1 ~t ~ 
~~~- ~ ln. Ai e j eYraala, :ilPewR rrelittently een'tiefte tae mce t :::r .. ge 

~!' t'*e Ol'li'.G op one nccai1on l;J.w aae il:'Le:te 1to1a~ "Last 
even1~g spent with the clubbists at K's. Rece1ve1 from 
the candour of K. a s~vere castigation for the criffiCS 
of d1sput,~tiou.sncss and dogmatism. Hope to profit by 
t!'i:: lc•C'.'ct:;:;_ tha.t h.:: ~a.ught me. 11 

" 

Thia reproof of Kent's is ''8~~-1~ ~n example of the chancel!-

1 
or's attitude toward Brown. If the Memo!.rs and Letters of Kent 

ar_,.J h~s diaries and corresp:>r1·!.::nce now in the L1br~ry of Congress 

are co~s~lted it ~ill be clear that there coulj be no strong 

bond of friendship or sympat~y between them. 

: e ',sf zr 1 s &ff T 

J( ~~ 0 ~.-:r., ~- ('1. --- ( 
7- (],..,-\; lf'f~ .. ~9 ·~' i:#!~ ey,~ ) 
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John Blair Linn was thirteen years old at the time of the Drones 

early ~eetings. Like Wilkins he was one of the most precocious ot 

precocious children,reading Latin when a mere child and having a 

great love tor learning. He had come to Columbia College and was 

deep in the lore ot poetry and criticism. In 1795 he issued a miscell-

aneous collection under the pseudonym of A Young Gentleman of New 

York. Before 1795 a play of his had been produced on the stage. He 

studied law under Alexander Hamilton but like Brown gave up the pro-

ression though not lead astray by the same muse. Ultimately he studied 
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theology and became a greatly respected minister in the Presbyterian 

church. Judging rrom subsequent events he probably was more and more 

intimate with Brown as time went on and through him Brown may have 

met h1s sister Elizabeth whom our author married in 180~. It is 

doubttul whether he was one of the founders of the Drones and it is 

more probable that he joined about 1795 his eighteenth year. Francis 

in his account of the club already quoted appears to think so. He 

married in 1799 Hester Bailey the sister of Kent•s wife. 

Doctor Edward Killer was thirty years old at the time or the organi-

zation or the Drones. To his rather he owed his excellence in Greek, 

Latin and Hebrew;he had graduated from Newark Academy which was in 

accomplishment 1f not in name a college;studied medictne;served as 

a surgeon's mate 1n the United States Army hospital at Baskingridge 

New Jersey;learned French on a war-ship trip which took him to France; 

studied at the University or Pennsylvania receiving his degree 

therefrom in 1785;pract1sed medicine in Ya.ryland;and came to New 

' York in 1796. It is probable that he did not Join the Drones before 

1796. His intimacy with Brown was almost equal to that of Johnson 

and Elihu Hubbard Smith. When in 1798 Brown was touched by the yellow-

fever he went to live temporarily with Miller. He never married,was 
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of fine character and lived to be fifty-two years old. 

Samuel Killer was twenty-one years old when the Drone club was 

rounded. He was a brother or Edward Killer the p;tlysician and pro

bably was well trained in the classics by his father. He studied 

divinity at Dickinson College, in 1791 became an ordained minister 

and lived to be eighty-one years of age. so far as we kn.ow he did 

not become very intimate with Brown, though one letter or Brown's to 

him has sur~1ved. 



782 A 

John Wells was twenty years old at this ti~e. With ~mind 

l'tr wkc.k 
full of the horrors of a Cherry Valley 

w-~ ~ ~, ~~ "b ~ ~ ~~ ~ 
had come to New York in 1778,later may 

Indian massacre he 
A 

have attended Proud's 

school with Brown at Philadelph1a,was graduated from Princeton 

College 1788;and was now studying law with Edward Griswold' being 

admi~ted to the bar in 1791. In 1797 he was appoi~ted Aaaoe1ate 

~~stice of Peace by John Jay. The passage from Francis already 

quoted gives a.n account of 

. lf ~ -t:,,. ~~ ..... --\-L., 
popl~rjAin hi3 later yeara 

~ 
his intereat 1~ the Lombardy 

!\ 
~~~,. 

he became a noted figure of Ameri-

C3.n pol1 t1·:ial history being connected with the Federalist 

2 
anc. Alexanaer Hamilton. we ha.ve no ev1.1ence to show 

that o~tside of the club he was int1~ate 

wtth Brown. Sn.:.;;.n•s diary 12 October 1795 givHs o.. ..,__c;;.--ttt_ ·~o..c.l!..,,,dz" 
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an excellent account of his character as follows: 

"Soon a.fter my return home,John Wells came in,and chatted 
near an hour with us. He is a lawyer,a young man,residing 
1h this tow~;and with whom I first became acquainted through 
his intimacy,with Charles Adams. Of his history I know little. 
I have been told that he was born in thia state;somewhere 
on the Hudson;a.nd I believe he wa.s educated at the college 
in this city. His appea%ance ia interesting and his person, 
though moderately-sized,manly,as are his countenance and 
conversation. His mind seems much superior to that of most 
young,but seem3 to have been cultivated caaually,as fancy 
and necessity dictated. His sentiments are therefore,not 
the result or proper 1nveatiga.tion,1t ma.y be said,of con
sequence, that he has much yet to do. To th1s,he seems but 
little 1ncl1ned;ha.ving,from habitual aversion to long-con
tinued and systematic attention to invest1ga.t1on,acqu1red 
a disrelish to mental exertion,of the regular kind. This 
defect does not appear either conatitutional,or irremediable; 
and he may yet,possibly,assume that ra.nk,1n the republic 
of 1ntellect,wh1ch would belong to industry and talents.w 

1 
Wilson 1n the Memorial Hlstory of New York says th~t the Drone Club 

1 :: • y. I l ·3 9 .3 , 1 'J l • T"i, :p • 2 3 .3 • :· [ 0 0: c l u b , '/ 0 l • Iv, p • 11 :+ • 
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was the successor or the ~riendl.Y Club after it bad broken up over a 

law _a_~~ llll\ \~en u e u~ence tllBi--the Drone et\llo ~s the ear11er1 

__ ~JA,,4 

~ the cause of cont!ntton was not law but politics -1.1?~ 1 1e SEV;/e it-. 

,,.,_.!... ·dr; tJ..-.}< lif'_,_ ~loroq '" '" "'' .. • '""'"" ~ ....t. 
hav~ only lawyers tor 1ts member~~ DrOne\_Mi&g e!Maen wt~1Y• ~ 

Besiaes the ftiendshipa it helped Brown to cement, the Drone club was 

~ suggested as the support or his KonthlY Kagazine. Eight members were 

sald to have been his assistants aentrl~utt~g tae ma\e~ial fet ptt.5liw 

reasonably haa reference to the ~r1endly Club. 
~ b 11fllc 

The next club to wh1ch Brown belonged 1s ~ organization known 

1 ~l·v-<-1... 
as the Eriendly Club. The name was pl'e~9•1¥ ta~an from the earlier one 

in Hartford made up of the 10-oall:eil "Hartford Wits;· 884 among whose 

2 
members were Trumbull, the Dwights,Barlow,Elihu Hubbard smith and Richard 

Alsop. 

~~ Q,·1~'1 
we &IJ.all see th~ Brown went to New York in September of 1796 

staying with Dunlap about six months but according to Dunlap the 

1 W"nether this is the s3Jlle club -&S noticed by Francia 1n Old New York 
p.289 as under the presidency of General Laight we do not:'"know.~ l\L 
g,ccounts .3.vaila.ble g1·1e La.ight as a. member &f iPewn•e gl.·•~- f~~~'1 ~ 

2 Ell1s:Joseph nenn1e,un1vers1ty of Texas Bulletin 15 July 191~ 

~;:Jt~r~~~ 



club had been originated earlier. From smith's diary we find a meeting 

called as early as 5 September 1795,though no one attended. 

In his manuscript Journal Dunlap records a meeting of a club--wh1ch 

was the Friendly Club--on Saturday 21 October 1797 at Smith's when 

he says George ll'Uirson Woolsey,Dr.Killer,M1tchill,Johnson,and himself 

were present. He also records that Q.n 8Un(lay 12 November--which should 

be Saturday the eleventh-- the same club met at his house and Dr. 

Killer was present. Aga~in sunday 21 January 1798~wh1ch should be 

Saturday the twentieth--the club met with w.w.woolsey--Smith,Johnson 

and Dunlap being present. Saturday 17 February the club met at William 

Woolsey•s. Saturday 31 March the club met at Smith's and Johnaon•s. 

On Saturday 21 April according to Dunlap the club met at smith's--

1 
which should read Johnson•s--Johnson,w.w.woolsey and Mr.Radcliff 

were present. 5 May the club met at Dr.Miller's. Saturday 12 May 

it met at Dunlap•s--w.w.woolsey and.Dunlap's wife ( l) were present. 

Those two dates or 8Unday are errors for the meetings were always 

held on Saturday. This should be noticed and remembered tor later 

we shall find it stated tna t t:te .!4'riendly Club met on Tuesdays. 

1 .;-c.:_,:!c;t; Jaco·c .~:1.d.C 11 f re of Po1-L£f..l<eeps 1e :ilso re ft? :::T•:: d to in Johns or" 1 s 
lPtter (Ke~t collection,Litrary of Co~gress) to Kent 29 Nay 1799. 



smith's manuscript diaries give a far better account of the club 

than Dunlap and a summary will show Brown's attendance and the events 

of importance. 

5 September 1795,meeting called but none h~ld.(Account of the club 

to be quoted presently~ 10 september,plan for magazine to be quoted 

presently. Meetings were held 24 Nov.~5,12,19,26 Dec.;16,23,30 Jan., 

1796~6,13 Feb.;5,12,19,26 (Good Friday),March~2,9,16,23,30 Apl.~7, 

14, 21, 28 May; 4 June; 10 sept., Brown present~ 17 sept.~ 24 sept. ,Brown 

present. Following this Brown was present at all meetings save the 

doubtful one of 1 October,as follows:l,8,15,22,29 Oct.;5,12,19,26 

Nov.~3,10,11,24,31 Dec.;7,14 Jan.,1797;11 March. He was absent 18,, 

25 March;l,8,15,22 Ap1.;30 Sept.~7,lll-,21 Oct.~4-,11 Nov. Meetings were 

also held 18,25 Nov.~2,9,16,23,30 Dec.;6,13,20,27 Jan.;1798;10,17, 

24 Feb.;3,10,31 Mar.~21,28 Ap1.;5,12 May. No one came on smith's 

night of 24 March and Johnson•a of 19 Yay. 

I speaks of 

1 P. l:!.4. 



suggests one or the of both 

his 

and tact 

excellent taste of the club members. 

1 
in his Joseph Dennie speaks ot this as the 

error based on the held 

on the seen the only account or the 

were held on Saturdays. In 

the followed 

made by DUnl.ap 1n another of his publications. 

2 
The leaders were spoken or by Wilson as being Brown,Bleec~er, 

3 
Dunlap and Kent but Hemstreet gives Brown alone. So far as we know 

there was no particular leader. Each host appears to have lead in 

turn. If there was any one leader 1n the :Sense of being an originator 

or a permanent president Bmith was probably the one. 

Dunlap in the Monthly Recorder or April 1813 gives the following 

account of the club. 

"About this time the three gentlemen just mentioned were 
members of a social literary meeting,which was known to 
those who participated in its pleasures and advantages, 

-1 9Jl.ca, ,pp 1~6 7 ~Q. 1n the Innex. 
2 Memorial History of New York,N.Y.,1893,Vol.IV,p.233. 
3 Literary New York,N.Y.,1903,p.77. 



by the unostentatious appellation of the utriendly club." 
The meetings were held in rotation,at the respective houses 
of the members,on the TUesday evening of each week. Never 
was a place of appointment,of this nature,repaired to with 
greater avidity,or the pleasures or unshackelediint~llectua.1 
intercourse more highly enjoyed. All form was rejected 
by the •friendly club",and but one rule adopted,which was 
tnat the member who had the pleasure of receiving his 
friends at his house,should read a passage from some author, 
by way of leading conversation into such a channel as might 
turn the thoughts of the company to literary discussion 
or critical investigation. This was for the greater 
portion of the time it existed,truly a "friendly club;" 
but after a continuation of most perfect and cordial 
communion for a few years,the<ltmon whose infuriated and 
blasting influence is unceasingly exerted to mar the 
blessings of our envied-country,party-politics,found 
his way among the urriendly club," and the institution 
died a lingering death. Yet I believe the survmving 
members feel a brotherly affection towards each other,and 
a regretrul remembrance or those days,the more endearing 
as the knowledge that they can never return becomes more 
impreasive,rrom the ravages of time and the unspairing 
strokes or death." 

~~ ~ ~ ~ 'v-1 
As we !ha:~l seelwR~& w.e study his magazines and political pamphlets 

Brown held as lasting an impression or the fatuity of political 

<11scuss1on as Dunlap did. aftEI iR t~e tGrmer el.ass af l'tt~ltcatlons 

be msQ.i stre&.·201.l:s e!'fo1ts te 13ail" elit all mat~ePe of ttre kind.. With 

the wreck of the Frie~dly Club in~ mind he would not admit politi-

cal discussion. 11:c>d t:R:ns &l.l:Qceasfu11¥ avo1Q.9'1 Ute ehoa:l! that eaQ.aB§&r..,. 

Another account or the Club supplied by 

1 Vol.I,p.57. 

A great source of pleasure and improvement 
to Charles during his residence in New York was 
a literary society, formed before his first visit, 
which under the humble appellation of " the 
Friendly Club," continued for several years to 
meet weekly at the house of one or other of the 
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members, to discuss literary or other subjects;- and 
occupied part of the time in conducting a review. The 
members or this club were wm.Johnson,Es~.;Dr.Edward 
K1lleri; the Rev.Dr.samuel Miller; Dr.S.L.Vitchill; James 
Kent,Esq.; Anthony Bleecker,Esq.; Dr.E.H.smith; Charles 
Adams ,Esq.; Jobn Wells, Esq.; w. w. Woolsey, Esq.; c .B ~Brown, 
and the writer. With most of the me~bers of the Friendly 
Club, Brown was in the habits of the strictest intimacy, 
and enjoyed their society. unreservedly on other occasions, 
as well as the stated tim~s of periodical meeting. 

11~&_ (ttC<fl.Q ~ ~ ~ J..J~~ .'._ .k. ~c~ ~ )( 

'-"' l~c.l v.J~ Wt...> "~: 
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$mith in his Diary I under date 6 September 1795 adds considerable 

to Dunlap's account especially in regard to the members and the 

reasons why aome of the members were not regular attendants on the 

Club 1 s meetings. His record reads: 

uLast night was the night for the meeting of the Friendly 
Club,but no meeting took place. Johnson told me that there 
was none,on the preceding Saturday night. It is necessary 
to notice the cause of this double tailure,especially as a 
sufficient number of members was in town,at each time. The 
Club originally consisted of ten men;-William Dunlap,wm.w. 
woolsey,G.M.WQolsey,Prosper Wetmore,H.s. & William Johnson, 
T.Kumford,and E.H.Smith. Catlin met with us but three times, 
and not in succession. He married,and the ucatish fondnessM 
of his wife,and perhaps his own indifference,prevented his 
ever associating with us,thereafter. Seth Johnson was unwell 
with a rheumatism;which had confined him several months; 
and though getting better,was unable to go out. Of conse
quence,he was present at no meetings but those which happened 
in his own,or the turns of his brothers. As soon as he was 
able,he Journied;and thenceforth he has been uniformly 
absent,and no turn has been consigned him;and this has been, 
I believe,for about a year. Mumford removed from hence, 
about a year since;and thus left his place vacant. P.Wet
more has always been distinguished by his want of punctual
ity iL ~ttendance,so th~t we h~ve,several times,been on the 
point of dropping him. H.Johnson was pretty punctual till 
about two months previous to his marriage;from that time, 
till now,six months,he ha.a altogether,absented himself. 
Since the secession of Catlin and the removal of Mumford, 
James Kent,and Charles Adams,have been admitted. They,and 
G.M.Woolsey,h~ve been about equally punctual. They are 
absent about one quarter of the time. w.w.woolsey,William 
Dunlap,William Johnson and Smith have been punctual,w1th 
scarcely any exception,when in town. It is evident, therefore, 
tr.at their absence must,mater1ally,affect the meetings 
o·t the club. On Saturday evening before last,G.U.Woolsey, 
DUnlap and Smith were out of town;Adams was married;Kent 
was sick;P.Wetmore and H. & s.Jot.il'l.son busied;:W.W.Woolsey, 
and W.Johnson alone remained. There could be no meeting. 
The absences had now so deranged the order of meet1ng,that 
no one knew 1t;and it appeared as if nothing but recommenc
ing could establish order. In this state,la.st evening came 
w.w.woolsey,W.Dunlap,W.Johnson and Adams out of town;P. 
Wetruore,H. & S.Johnson as before;Kent,G.M.Woolsey and 
Smith might have met,but knew not where. It is now probable 
that the meetings are broken up till the end of October. 
It is possitle that they w111,then,be resumed with added 
punctuality and advantage.u 



adds 

some 

on the 10th. of September Smith gl~es an a&9ew1~ oil ~98 plans ot 

ako 
the club tor a per1od1cal--a fact which Dunlap ~a~ '2 11 &4 ~~ recorded 

and which 1n the light of subsequent events in the life of our author 

has no little interest. tel' tte a Ii irea.El:e :-

uAmong the many plans which have,at different times engaged 
my individual attention,and. that of the Friendly Club,none 
seemed,for a while,to be viewed with more pleasure,and with 
greater assurance of success than that for establishing and 
conducting a Periodical Paper;somewhat on the plan of the 
Spectator. We ··even wen.t so far as to allot parts to several, 
to form schemes of composition,and to nearly conclude on 
a name for our PUblication. But thls,like many other,uworthy 
a better fate~,tell through;owing,perhaps,more to indolence 
than any conviction of our want ot capacity.u 

When the club was organized is not deflnltely known,but it appears 

~ it was ln exlstance at the same time as the Drones;at least it 

' must have been if the Drones llved as long as the~essays in the 

New York Magazine. Smith's 6 September 1795 reference; to Mumford shows 

"t'hBt the club was ln existence as far back as september 179~. The other 

evidence wa ~ is DUnlap•s already quoted which carries lt back to 
1793 by stating that Brown was~ admitted to its exclusive circles 



when he first visited '1:tl. New York in 1793· From his letter dated 22 

May 1793 we learn tna.t he had a disagreeable time at New York so 

it is improbable that he attended the club or that it was holding 

sessions then. However the JUne letter to Bringhurst shows that 

smith's circle,which identifies the Friendly Club,was in existence. 

After Brown had been in Connecticut he does not appear to have stopped 

long at New York probably only g~tt.Lg there in company with Smith. 

But in the fall or 1793 he went to New York ag~in and in 179q_.5_ 

6 and 7 he made other visits there. In 1796-7 especially,he lived 

six months with Dunlap when he probably first became intimate with 

the club members. In 1798 he was undoubtedly a regular member. 

From another source we learn tbat some ot the members contributed 

~a.y 

to Dennie's Portrolio,which~datef the club as »eing in existence as 

late as 1801. In our accounts of the members we shall therefore 

. ;:r-(1'2. 
notice their activities rrom 1793 to 1801 inclusive. ifl r1f§l.1.ri1J.g 

their ages we shall use tlle aa'e e& 1793 when Brown was twenty-two. 

The membership of the Friendly Club comprised ~ii er the Drones, 

with the exception of Hoffman and Jones,and several additional ones. 

Tbe list follows. 

Charles Adams is given &y B\iftl81'tl> as a member but the essential~JG ~ Q1.\,t. 
(}1t.,,_~+u-~ ~ ~Mn.d :_ \1'i(~~~·~~~~~~a..~~//1/t,

1 



19,3. 

a& M: 1 life are not known to.- us •. .Se 1'ai* a§ 31 <kri&W Ile was never 

mentioned by Brown. 

Richard Alsop was lfi.&7'5 thirty-two years old. He had been 

partly educA.t"ed at Yale abandoning his course to devote himself 

exclusively to language and literatura. Brown v1s1te~ him on his 

first ca.11 on the "Hartford Wits" 1r .. 1793 stopping in Middle-

town connecticut,where he found sympat~y and pleasure in a· home 

or angels. Urs.Alaop--a Dwight~with her incomparable character 

made a lasting impression on Brown,as may be seen by his letters 

dated 11 .rune 1793 a.nd the~ Alson h?.d become 

prominent fr;.r h1o contributions to the satirical Echo. Being a 

!.((... 
Connecticut ~an not residing in New York it is probable that 

:v,) 
1f he w~ -...~ a member. of tifte F!'iesdldf Cl.~ er N.eY,. ¥erli 

'aQ zrmat l'iaxe 'beett a Bei.-r0 a~ deai e::aQ-. Like others to be noticed, 

a.J. a..~~~ ~T ~ k 
he was 3, nEnber of the Hart ford Friendly Club(\.. -J»rni ap IH'S1Hs~ly ~ 

J,.';!±;f;!re~?~t~nlJ:;~c~l~~.,~~~~41~ 
Anthony Bleecker•a life and its relation to Brown may be found 

in the account of the members of the Drone Club. 



Putnam 
Who Catlin was we do not know. Possibly he may have beenAthe rather 

of the painter who afterward became an author1 ty on IncUa.ns. 

~l ~.~w . 
Ya.son Cogswell was in 1793 ~-two years old. He was educated 

IL 

at Yale graduating in 1788;stud1ed surgery and made a name tor himselt 

in the protess1on;was married and settled in Hartford. His surgical 
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study was made in New York and he may have been at that time a member 

ot this club. so tar as we know he was not otherwise an intimate 

or Brown and Dunlap may have erred in listing him as a member or 

the New York club rather than the Hartford one. 

William Coleman was in 1793 twenty-seven years old. He was a Boston 

man;had studied law and practised in Greenfield Ma3sachusetts until 

about 1794 when he went to New York where he became a partner or 

Aaron .BUrr. Later he became Reporter or the New York supreme Court 

and was established in everlasting memory by his court reports and 

by being the select ion of Hamil ton as the first editor of the famous 

Evening Post. Brown's intimacy with him in his law days was not 

confined to the club--Coleman was fairly intimate with our author 

and his tearlessness and integrity probably proved a stimulus to 

him. A& late as 182~ Coleman in the 19 Nove~ber Poat review or ~he 
Atlantl~ M~61~~~~ recalled his ac1uaintance and respect for Brown. 

Joseph Dennie 1s not given as a member by DU.nlap and may not have 

1 
been a member at all. Hemstreet adds him to the list. Born in Boston; 

educated at H~rvard;he studied law at Charlestown New Hampshire and 

was admitted to the bar. In 1775 he published The Farrago,then edited 

the Boston Tablet and later removed to Walpole New Hampshire where 



he edited the Farmer's weekly Museum making himself widely known by 

The Lay Preacher essays. He went to Philadelphia in 1799 and never 

resided in NPw York so probably was at most a ~~=at member. 

His great intimacy with Brown was later than the Friendly Club--

about 1801 ln Philadelphia when the Portfo110 was published and the 

so-called Tuesday Olub held 1 t.s revels. 

William .ounla.p 's life and connection w1 th Brown in this club needs 

h no remar~ here, Wllat SQeala be briefly saia has ~eea alxeact;y supplied 

in the account or the members of the Drone Club /i.:::!; 
. . 

1 
Theodore Dwight i3 given in Dunlap's American Theatre as a member. 

In 1793 he was twenty-nine yea.rs of age. He ha.d studied law in New 

Haven under Judge Pierrepont Edwards;went to Hartford in 1791 and 

became f:l.:nous in his profession. At one time he is said to h.::t.ve been 

in Ne·1v York with the expectation or being a. partner or his cousin 

Aaron Burr but di1l not stay there long. He was one or the members or 

the Hartford Friendly Club and tbat membership may have been confused 

with the New York one. He was somewhat of an intimate of Brown 

,re•~•r; being visited by him in 1793. In Brown's letter of 11 June 

1793 he refers to Dwight as the source or information of his where-

1 Pp • 114-15 • 
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abouts,a.nd in the letter of JUly he says he found Dwight's home 

/ .. 
suggestive of Wolmar•s in Rousseau~s SelOtse. 

William Jobnson•s,Ja.mes Kent•s,Edward Yiller•s and sa.muel Killer•s 

lives and their connection.with th1i3 club and Brown have been noticed 

in the account of the Drone Club and only need mention here. 

Samuel Latham Kitchill was in 1793 twenty-six years old. He had 

been finely educated from youth by Dr.Leonard cutting of Cambridge 

University:was well read in the class1cs;stud1ed medicine with Dr. 

Samuel Latha.m,his maternal uncle;~nd bad come to New York in 1780 

to study under Dr.Samuel Bard. In 1782 he visited Edinburgh and 

after four years study took his medical degree there. In 1786 he 

made a pedestrian tour to Oxford with Dunlap and later in the year 

he returned to the United States and studied law and the Constitution 

under Chief JUstice Robert Yates of New York. He was employed on 

an Indian treaty comrnisslon,practically started the fame of the 

mineral waters of Saratoga Springs and was made professor of chemistry 

and agriculture in Columbia College. His mineralogical survey or 

New York state)his editing of the Medical Repository and his advance-

ment of the steamboat interests of Robert Fulton were among his later 
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achtevements,a catalogue of which would comprise a remarkably wide 

range of interests sc1enti!ic,public and literary. He was a versifier 

as well as a prose writer. His friendships included all or the great 

men of the day and his acquiantance with Brown must have been as great 

a help as it was to so many others. At the time of Bm1th's death,1798, 

he made no mention or Brown 1n his account of the death and funeral 

possibly because Brown was sick a.nd living in Miller's house. He has 

left ~ very fine recollection of Brown which is in existence to-day. 

It seems that in 1816 he sent to John Pintard for the New York H1stor-

1 
ical Society a copy of Dunlap's biography or Brown and in the letter 

accompanying the two volumes after speaking of Brown as uone or our 

Ltter~t1u he says: 

"I beg you to place on our shelves,th1s memento of an 
amiable and sensible man,whom I once .knew very well." 

l we are indebted to Mr.R.M1lton ~1tch111 for a copy of the M1tch111 
lett~r. 
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Thomas Kwnrord appears to have gone out of the club•s life before 

Brown had become a regular attendant. He married smith's sister Yary. 

The description of his character as found in Smith's diary 5 September 

1795 makes hi~ to have been ot great gravity,a slow speaker, rat and 

sluggish in nature. 

Elihu HUbbard Smith's life and his connection with Brown has been 

given 1n the biographical part of our wo~ which relates to 179~ and 

only needs mention here. 

John Wells' life as related to the ~·risndly Club and ~rown has been 

sufficiently noticed in our study of the me~bers or the Drone club, 

Prosper Wetmore may have been the rather of Prosper Montgomery Wetmore 

the author,but we h~ve no knowledge of the essentials or his life 

history. The reference to him in smith's diary of 19 December 1795 

gives him no flattering character and wishes he would not come to 

the me~tings. Brown never mentions him. 

George Mu1rson Woolaey is not usually given as a member but there 18 

evidence to indicate that he was one. Dunlap's manuscript journal 



says he attended the 21 October 1797 meeting. Sm.1th records that he 

held the meetings or 28 May,l~ Nov •• 2~ Dec •• 1796,8 Apl •• ~ Nov.,9 Dec., 

1797, 10 Yarch,::!8 A:pl.,1798. He was t•Nenty-two at this t1me,had made 

1n 
his own way in life before his eighteenth year and. was engagedAmer~~t11~ 
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business in ~ew York. His relations with Brown out~tde of the 

club were not intimate. 

William Walton Wooiaey was at this time twenty-seven years 

l 
old. The year previous he had ma.rr1ed Kiss Dwight at New Haven. 

In 1795 his mercantile firm was Rogers and Woolsey. His daughter 

' 
Laura mirr1~d William Johnson. He was later an officer a.nd very 

--

much interested in the banking business. Outside of the club his 

intimacy with Brown was probably slight though Brown 1ppears to 

have v1a1t~j him in 1793,as w1t~eas his letter of 11 Ji.;.ne refer-

ring ~o Woorsey for 1nforma.t ion of his where1.bouts. 

2 
in h13 Arts. o·f p_~'...s.1m_ says Noah Webster a. member;bu.t 

improbable though he aeema_to h:1ve · een a member of a 

F.~ 1lolo31 cal ty wht ch Dunlap has co· !'used w1 th this cluo. 

If he were a no in-

t1macy with our 1uthor. 

nc1·.i·1a Brown. Perhaps the CandiJ.us-Wcbster 
:>f tne Amer1cai:_i_ Re_v:to..•!., the Webst_e..I.:__ !_e_z:_a_l!_s_ tJ1~ 

l His fir.st ;n.-trt'i'lgt'-!. Tn•'! i:P?conJ. ~V3.S to S~::-1.h Jha.tL"l.CA.Y of Phil"1-:1elpl".ia. 
z vo 1. :t,'. 26 7. ....3 Fi 1, r r I, p. ,.,1 : L,. 
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l 
Rev the Jlonthly ~az1ne and the slap at 11 N'. w • s advice" ot 

the ideas of 

3 
a new idea" kept him out of 

6: 
B~rrett·• s Old Merchants of New York adds to the list Gilbert 

Aspinwall and John McVickar. His account of the club, following those 

alrea~y given.concludes as follows: 

•1t kept up for some years after Washington•s death,when 
the members of the Friendly Club began to take sides with 
the Republican and Federal parties,headed by the elder 
Ada.ma and Jefferson.and they got wra.ngling,and eventually 
broke up." 

... 1 ¥ol.1!I,p.332. - 2 7lol.III,!5·:320. 
-3 H:s~~ an~ EJ:&.ttiTCe w...-1;ingfL1.iQiltor. 1730,!).29. 
4 UniverBity of Texas Bullet1n.15 July 1915,pp.156-7. 
6 N.Y.,1863,Vol.II,pp.335-6. 
5 ..11.p~~Her .. tly .J1.:'t:d In6'='rsoll. 
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DUnlap's journal says Sharpless the painter attended 13 January 

ftl-LJ 
1798 which is quite ~;le fro.m the tact that three e-f '2&1 lEBSWR 

~ 'f4n. ,J2 ~ 
,(Portraits .q:t ~were by him as well a\ portraits of seMra-1 other 

l 
members or the club circle. Wilson makes the club distinguished to 

an extraordinary degree by saying that no less a personage than _.... 

1m·••••i Washington was a visitor. As we have seen in our biographical 

study or the year 1798 Scandella the distinguished Italian noble was 

probably A: guest .e:f ~i th~ at the club. 

Beside& U~e twwwedta:te Objee~ ef de'feloping thelz intelleegl:.Ull. 

powe~-rhe Friendly Club appears to have supplied the supporters of 

Brown •·s Monthly Magazine and American Review. Miller in wr1 ting to 

Morse under date of 3 April 1799 says: 

uThere is a society.or club,or some ten gentlemen,whO 
meet once a week to consult about the magaz1ne,and con
cert plans to make up its contents and to promote its 
interests. Of these ten,seven are decidedly Federalists, 
the other three are a little democr~t1c,but remarkably 
mild and moderate men.u 

Ai we &llall a•• l~ier Brown was one ot the seven Eederal1sts. 
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so far aa we know the ~r1endly Club was the latest New ~ork clult 

to which Brown belonged. There is some circumstantial evidence which 

suggeats he may have been the president of another similar organi-

zatton in Philadelphia called the American Literary Asaociation,the 

details of which we have considered in our critical study of Brown's 

Literary Kagaz1ne. 

When Brown went to Ph1ladelph1~ in 180~ and settled there tor the 

1~as-r 
rest of his life he had access to the 0lub circles of Joseph Dennie. 

A ~ 
According to most accounts the meetings were held o•?!~es4a~s and ... 
the contributors to the Portfolio were especially welcome at them. 

Ellis in his Joseph Denni~~i~ th~ list~icholaa Biddle -~ /\.... , 
(~~~' G'1 

Horace B1nney;::homas Cadwe1.~er,Na.thaniel Chapman,Asbury Dickins, .. -

~~ 9L~('~, ~ 
Samuel E'Ring, Philip Ra.milton, ------ Ingersoll William Meredith . A... . , 

Richard Peters,Rtcha.rd RUsh, ------ Stock,Robert Walsh,Thomas I. 

Wh~rton,Alexander Wilson and William B.WoodJ~~; HISRY ot them wePQ 

• 

x-v~ SC, 1¥"-o ~~ \{~ 1-11~,ij..1.<L--7. 

l(K~~~~. 



noted. 

is little evidence to show 

6n.~ . 
~ attended the TUesday Club very much and it is only probable that 

\.fd.13 ~ 
he ~iiemted on special occasions when some celebrity such as Thomas 

~k-b~, 
Moore,or some importunity of the printer Asbury Dickins lead him to 

expect an intellectual stimulus. As 1t usually does his marriage 

appears to have made him less and less of a club man. His literary 

efforts had become so laborious that all his time was needed to 

accomplish the works he had undertaken. 


