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CHAPTER XI.III 

TUBERCULOSIS 

1809! Aetat .38 

The crucial year ot Brown's life was 1809 tor 1n 1ts last months:. 

we shall find him presenting some tr not all or the symptoms of the 

disease that was to prove fatal. The last years of Linn's lite in the 

~ (~oS­
b1ographical memoir which Brown wrote and prefixed to Valerian may 

A. 

tor us--as it did tor Brown himselt--prepare the way tor ;~& ,•eeen­

liai• 0:a et a death by pulmonary tuberculoatil~t~•e ea1e. ~:.~ 
~ 

et i~a rotracted harassing struggle Gf »tft!l!.a. Commonly the story ts 

0\., oae Qaly ot pa1R to the reader as well as to the victim but in Brown's 

case it is~ quite unusual in tha.t it has some controversial ground 

surrounding it and the actual death has no little beauty.considerable 

~ ~w ~ ..re vwi. ~ h. t~-tti 
bravery an1 an astonishing amount or dramatic ardor. 

A. 

The early part of the year ~oes on with the quiet.even tenor of his 
~ Qla h ~ J:~+~., ~-t~ C &IL"!{ h. ~ ~ ,, ~~ h.~+.'r 

literary lite!\ The American Register having done with experiment had 

settled dbwn to a pretty regular business. The prospectus of his Geo~ 

graph.Y appears to h~ve been issued in January. Hts last political pa.m-

phlet An Address to the Congress of the United States Q!l the Utility 

and Justice of Restrictions upon Foreign Commerce with Reflections on 

Foreign Trade tn ~neral and the :Future Prospects or America.was also 



published some ttme in January. 

The next letter of Brown's is the ~ecDild one to Jol'ln Howard 

1 
Payne and is taken from Dunlap. Ii implies more correspondence 

with Payne but up to the present no other letters to that celeb~ 

rity have been-found. Like the former letter this is remarkable 

as containing no reference to the supposed escort by Brown of 

Payne to union College. It reads: 

To Mr. J.H.Payne. 

Ph1ladelph+a, (Tuesday) Feb. 22, 1809. 

»y dear friend, 
I have not forgotten you,nor ceased to 

reel a deep interest in your we1rare 1 nor to make fre­
quent inquiries about you, though our correspondence 
has so long been discontinued. The "Boston Kirror"2 
i'S a token of your remBmbrance·, which comes duly to hand 1 

and affords me some basis tor conjecture,at least,as to 
your present situation and pursuits. Will you give 
me a more full account undar your own hand. A great many 

1 Vol.JI,p.118 ff. 
2 1808-9; not to be confuae.::: with P:'l.yn:.~ 1 3 11:triou2 ".Mirrora''. 



-rQ;'.ourf.fi~ve re.a~_he<! . ~e; of. the~tt°th. ~r w~ich I ~~-~;;I 
ti:em.ely ~n?oous for~ !>PPOrtun1ty to Judge~ - .· · · "··: ; 1 

.·.::C:JV~·y_e~rs. have ,~~sed aw~!~s~~(:~' I a:a~·~ou;· ~ peri<>;ct,~'j 
s~~a1ce~. matenal ~lterati<>;°s .!11 the_ch.a~c~r o~· ~~i~'1r \ 
d.~s~l.':~"a man past th~~,bli~ !lie! are. b1g with ~ate ~t'~~~ 1 

unsettlecf and mutable age at wh1ch they have found ·· ,. 
friend._ Le! me know from Y? own·pea. with that".'·.•_ .. __ :· 

;uid sinc.erity which were :s~in~ng qualities in you, when l:ca.-. 
,~ yotir pers0~ inte~c~~J~olY. yoU:f-~;.wJi4t '# 'r~ 
;~~:~ne for you.~ ,,.;~·;;..;· :;. ..;' <>· : ·.,. ~'.; _;.~ .. ;;,' ,r;,>•· i;!~I; 
:!i:iTlmi is a large demlllld for, one to, make who ~~.§o,,(~. 
cbi:i~ upon your. estee~ and confidence.. N;othing' embolclens 
~e to Ulake it, but the earn~st·regard.I have fot yoq).,.~h9qgl;i 
you W r~sonably de·mand moi;e. solid te~timonie~ ?f~~~d·C: 

: gar(! ~!1 :this naked ~surance of it. . . .. . · . . . ·.. • · c\ "·• · i: ~·~ 
\.;.:?J?~r~j~ .me, warmly to J"C7Commend to,your.acqna~~Cft,P,'J. 
'. frie~d l\'.Ir~:92.who :will deliver .you this. He is .~ m~ if_~~ . 
; •m-~.uot •.much mistaken, after .your-own heart. H~ merits .arc; 
{ •• •which you. are accll!'tomed to set·· tnost. val~~ J ~4 
; higbef}~~ of u,.a.i kin~>,I. ~uspec~ not even your 1~agma.t1qn_ 
l ~· f;v_,er. hithett?,. s~t befure you. '· 
: . .•. . ,. . I am; ~fFectionately' yours, . . . I 

· .. ~ ~-· ~-C. -~· B;, \ 

1864. 

1 There have never teen 
personal acquaiLta.nce 
board the sloop swan. 

er~d any facts to show th'.1. t Brown had ar1y 
h Payne other than the meeting of 1806 on 

2. Probably James Ogilvie the 
indicating that Payne ever 

lecturer of 1808. There 1s no recor~ 
became acquainted w1 tl'i Ogilvie. 



1864 A 

It was about the t1rst halt of this year that the Scribbler essays 

were published tn the Port Folio but they were probably written at 

an earlier period of Brown~s life. 

Ytth so many literary activities on hand it is no wonder that in 

the summer of this year Brown's health broke down or at least cnanged 

so much for the worse that with an idea or improving by change or air 

and travel he reluctantly abandoned hts books and visited friends in 

1 
New Jersey and New York. Who the trtends were in New Jersey Dunlap 

does not tell us but it is quite probable Dunlap himself was one or 

them. Also Dunlap does not gtve us any or Brown's letters of this 

year before the Hoboken one and even then he only gives a fragment 

sent to Mary Linn. Mary a.nd susan had evidently gone to New York so 

as to be absent when the stork should pay another vtait to Brown's 

home. 

1 Vol.II,p.86. 
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1865 
~~, ~ -) 

( II a. '1 _;t_) 
·-- ~~-- - ---l~----H~;:r;,Yridtiy ajiernooi: ! l Q~ (Qe~) 

·"··My dearest Mary; i~ead of wandering about, and view- f"'­
;ing more nearly a place th~ afliords .-ery 'pteasing landscapes,- i 

"'&ere ana I, hovering over the ima~s or' wife, children and sis- ) 
ters. I want to write to you and home, and though unable to i 
procure paper enough to form a letter, I cannot hdp saying j 
~ething, even on this scrap. ' · • · . j 

. HI am mortified to think how incurious and inactive a mind \ 

1 has fallen to my lot. I left home with reluctance. If I had·· 
' not broYght a beloved part. of my home along with me, I 

should probably have not left it at all. At a distance from 
hpme, my enjoyments, my affections are beside you. H sway­
ed by mere inclination, I should not be out of your company a 

4 quarter of an hour, between my parting and returning hour : 
but I ~-e some mercy on you and Susan : and a due convic­
tion of my want of power to beguile your vacant hour with 
amusernftt, or improve it by iastruction. Even if'>tio~ere 

. ever so,.ell, and if my spirits did not continually hover.;.on the 
brink ·e'li"'"1ejection, my talk could only make you yawn, as· 
things.8'!:, my company can only tend to create a gap; indeed. 

\\'hen have I known that lightness and vivacity of mind 
whi1.:h the divine flow of health, even in calamity, produces in 
some men ? and would produce in me, no doubt; at least, 
when ttot soured by misfortune? never: scarcely ever: not 
longer than an half hour at a time, since I have called myself ~ 

man : aMd not a moment since I left you on \Vednesday mom-... 
, ing. I tilen rose with such an head-ache as was likely io main-

tain its post for the rest ·of the week ; and this ~tlmstance 
depri\·ed me of any prospect of enjoyment fro~ ~journey, 
while, at the same time, it determined me to . ~o:t>etause this 
would have made me a companion to you ten time~llel- than 
common, and absolutely unfitted me for any New York compa-
ny. 

" I -crossed the river without any particular views at ·tt.n 
o'clock. I made inquiries about Amboy;:<.but found no stare , 
·--· ·--· - -- ··- - ---~--.J 

that was going that way for many hours,- and none ~-
going-'nearer than eight miles : and eight miles in this burning 
atrnasphere~ was too ·much to walk; I contd h:ive found· my 
way thither, indeed, by other means, but there was none goin.g 
from the hook~mmediately in that direction, while there was 
a stage just th<m starting tc;r Belville5 To Belville·, according­
ly I \Vent in two or three hours. 'Tis a pleas:mt dllage on the 

2 He probab as goir,g to v1s1 t Dtmlai;. ~ ~ 

~ :i:,~~f~t,~)t"~~.f~;f~~tr:~ da.:t_ /orc_t_t.~0 letter/t:'.Atly 
4- Paulus ook. /\ r ) ~t <X""? ~ 
5 we found Browr:. stopping there 1n 1806. see our quoiation of the 

Traveller's Letters dated Newark 21 August 1806. 



Passaick, where I staid till next morning. Chance gave me, 
fiGtA:ompanion, a well disposed~ well informed Virginnla,;,who I 
1-9 been, acquainted with Ogilvie these fifteen ·yealii,<1widi 1 
h_is,, wife and her family, and especially with Mrs.; iiilie.;.•Of I 
whgWiiJOU recollect O. told us much.. A great deal in fine, Of i 
mQ!lv<#" ~ose whom that oddit~mentioned to us. H .. '. ! 
" ',', .Finuing Passaic Falls to be only nine miles from BewiJWI ) 

I,. ,\yent thither, on Thursday. The weather was insnppclllN-
1 

ably hot, and the fatigue of t?ven those short walks which1cti• · 
r~osity required, added to my inharmonious feelings, i8111ri­
~d to make the journ.ey rather unprofitable. Glitteringwa• 
ter-falls are but dim, and hanging rocks hardly more interest- . 
ing-;lhan a sand moor, when viewed with misty eyes and ach­
ing brows. 

,\, Tbe afternoon was stormy, and the night and following 
m°'ning cold. This morning I .was set down at Bergen, and • 
Q:Wne.aither to Hobocken, where I have a full vie'v of New i 
York~ and can indulge my fancy in what is going forward· 
tbere with more facility than twenty miles further off. · How 
~ve you employed yourself since 'Vednesday? perhaps ydti 
are g~ to Haarlem, and may stay till Monday. If so, J.ia&alt 
b'1+..Jisappointed : yet glad too, for my Mary's affectiOllN 
heart will be mortified at my precipitate return. And .yc11 
'her.e is. no spot more salubrious than Greenwich, within fifty 
miles.-0f'.lNew York; and the leathern wings of a stage coach, 
do no~ c~rry healing under them. .,. c.'J.11'. -ii 

"Till .here, I could not find books, which have, .with -
greMhJtiii~y w beguiling body ef its pains, and thougha~ 
~~m~hflJ\ in relieving •hqad$-and hearts :5)f: their •chfa..l> 
d Are ~AP)'tl.otttn.lying fut .n1e from homd wbat'llPay. 
-~~~ fl~! tlso-e,.,in1.dttcte long days. "Deathj:fuperal7 • 

interment, have! .rQqmr..O~ .. t time. A thogsand mis .. 
haps may take place ~· CcmlJH'SS of three long summer 
days•.···l •m su-ongly tdmpttd.to croseiiuunediately, and ·would 
if I could recross before night'°· fo~.iL a ashamed to· p:res,ent 
my.self before you befon: the week is fairly gone. In• wih 
hours I might receive letters, and meet you both. I am afraid 
when the next horn sounds I shall find the temptation irresisti-

6-1~ .'I 

1866 

The most obvious details of th1s trip 1s his need of some 

companion dear to him, the fact that he was worrying about his 

Qrv~:.Jff1 ~ ~ 
family#\and that he could not tear himself ~Y from his books. 

No wonder his head and heart ached! 



1867 

Along w1th the mention or a divine tlow ot health goes the truth . 
that Brown appears to be thinking too much tor his sister-in-laws 

and too little for himself when or all times in his life he needed 

a little se1r1stmess the most. Details aside,that fragmentary letter 

1s important because it has too often been the cause or misrepresen-

tation concerning Brown's general health. 

It 1s clear that Brown was aga1n depressed and his spirits out ot 

order. We know from past instances that he could be the saddest or 

mortals when both dejections assailed him at once. The mention of 

his not being vivacious and or light mind tor more than a halt hour 

since he had called h1mse1r man is usually interpreted to mean he 

had bad health all his lite;but any such idea is tar from the truth 

tor there are no facts to show that he had as much poor health as 

the average literary worker and there are no other actual references 

to his health except on rare occasions when they can be inte111gent1y 

explained. The two most intimate 

friends he had give no records or his being 



1867 A 

seriously unwell. Bringhurst apparently had never drawn from him 

any expression of his plzys1cal condition though as we have seen 

he gave Brown too much opportunity to descant on his mental health. 

smith's only record of any ailment he had was a temporary matter 

of digestion not or respiration. Yiller•s care or him when he is 

reported to have had a tou¢h of the yellow fever was so slight 

it left no written record. Even when he here says never he felt 

the force of his own exaggeration and immediately qualified it 

by scarcely ever. That scar~ allows too much latitude or in­

terpretation. Another det,11 t~.a.t is not properly attended to 

by the careless reader is the clause •when not soured by misfor-

tune". wnat he meant by that is clear to any one who has followed 

a literary career and it cannot be distorted into ~ reference to 

ill health. 

In this particular ir.stance we have a characteristic of his 

common methcrd of description of his condition, the leaning to 

exaggerated statement. For instance,he speaks of the headache 

with Which he arose on Wednesday and from his expression we are 



1867 B 

lead to think he may have had former experiences with the 

ailment that ·might have lasted as long as the rest of the 

week. Because 1t is an important symptom ot tuberculosis 

what we shou~d like to know is how long it did last, 



and we are informed it was still with him on Thursday. Whether or 

not it was still with him on Friday 1a not noticed. such being 

the case it.hardly makes it the rest of the week,so th~t,atter 

all, it is not so important as it at first appeared to be- ~l'l a (,..0-~'7 
ka_ k~J'. <:~7 wt- C~g_ I t-cr,>;,~ {,(l U ~kJ.. ~ w..l.arz. 7i_~~. 

llere 1t ts aeee1sa1¥ t&P u1 ie g111e aeme attent1eB te tee sttb-

~ ~--&t Brown•s health as treated by Dunlap and Elizabeth Brnwn.~ ~~ 
~ c~·,a.-. lGV..k~ i-tka..- ~1 ~?~'1 Ca..J.1£i ~<.i. +o dl.~·l '"· 

.e.Sl "'- btn- a.:°tiu( . . 0- I 
In ~he book .on Brown, Dunlap makes the to~low1ng "-statement) w k<!k. k'2. 

µa...~ '--_..4 L, 6._--ti.~ 1 ~ ~ ~ Q~ -\;\,, ~ ~£ ~v..-....U~ ..,.._,;t: \v..-c l 
1 I.-- • , _ \ I 

%~ --l-k,e_ ~ ~ <! ·~-t ~ U(, ~ ~ \,-~7 0 er- a.--cJt-~-t % Tl~~ ~ 
.;,.~.g,_..;·.k~ J.._,k~ ~~-t-~ k~ ... ~.........,"""! ,._.__J.. S,,f.-t'~k. 

- ~ 11 c \_-1- . l - , (~ \ 1 "'-• -h. ~ . q; of; ....., --- "'" l "''"" .. - . ., QV"",,._! _) 



11 Con.s~'uiption, to{hich Mr. Brown appeared to have a coJP I 
stitutimial tendency, had now made such fearful inroads upon I 
his frame, as seriously alarmed his friends. His sedentary in­
clinations and habits, had assisted the insidious approaches of 
this disease, and though for more than two years before his 
death he had occasionally expectorated blood, he quieted his 
own alarms and those of his friends by persuading himself and 
them, that it did not come from the lungs. His friends hail 
frequently and for a long time urged him to take a sea voyage, 
and by change of climate and employment, check if not repulse 
the enemy whose ravages they beheld with increased anxiety ; 
but his reluctance to leave his home, for a time so long as is 
necessary to visit Europe, was so great, that he could not be 
prevailed upon. At length, like many other victims to this 
disease, he determined when too late o~ a voyage in pursuit of 
health. It was resolved that in the spring of 1810, he should · 
visit his brother James, who resides in England; but he lived 
not to see that spring. If 



When Elizabeth Brown came to wr1 te the memoir tor the 1827 

Boston edition ot Wieland she told the story9'e. essentially the 

~Nl :_ ~i:T~-t~ crri-~J.. ~,.,._... 
same WQr~a ... When DUnlap later came to r1 te the brier National_. 

Portrait Gallery memoir he did no· make the statement so positive/ 

~ ;~ ~ ~ ~ u:tt-~ 
t-1·~~ ~~ 



1-' en.. *L.>J._ l"U 0.-0 (JVv.J ~ fu ~ca_ 
Hewever,1n ess1ai1aia we are compelled,t.or was.tot other testi-

mony,to doubt the accuracy of the whole account. At least it 

should be read With caution a.nd not entirely accepted. 

The raising or blood possibly was true, though we have not even 

a suggestion or 1t from Brown h1mself,but so far as we know, 

and as tar as Dunlap tells us, there was no attempt to learn the 

caus~ et~ After a person has died~· Q.Q~S'°8'ttea,1t is very 

h.a ~ p_P... 
easy to claim A neglect~ his health when warned by blood raising-

but unfortunat~,\y for Dunlap• s idea indetini te blood raising is 

not a sign only of consumption, so that Brown 1 s interpretation ~ ft-cJf-
~ ~to..i ~ 

just as liable to be correct as Dunlap's. In this connection it 
/\. I ~-

~ ~ (/',..\.. \;) ~()..0\11... 
. should be noticed. ~ha.t ~l!"'P suggest, that Brown as not able 

r ~ l4'tf cl_ 'fr1j ~ r~~1 ~kl :1<-~I~ I 
to distinguish light-colored trot:tly blood from the lungs,rrom 

-~~lu"'- l"J~t~ · ~c ~ 
etai:F blood~ Having no evidence one way or the other the state­

/\ 

ment that Brown had raised blood tor more than two years, that is 

' . ~ wGt.Q k.o 
as r~r back ~s l8oi,ca.rm.o: be verified) en tact in 18o'i WQ teWi~ 

~~t~ ~ ~ kcJ.:tl ·, l.- /~o~ ~ &~& 
~ he only expressed himself as doubtful of living until the 

maturity or the child just born--surely no sign of consumption cTi. ~( 
<f~·~~ 

/\- having laid hold of him. We can find no trace of a suggestion 
;;it.ck~ 

of~ in the years 1806 a.nd 1805. In the former year Dunlap 



&.~J--~ 
visi tect Brown and wrote of him in his dl.;.ry, but heAenter~t~. 

~ single detail of any lack of health of Brown•s. In 1805 Brown 

wrote Dunlap that he could not be happier,and a consumptive would 

hardly have done that in those days and Brown ot all consumptives 

would have been the last one to do so. In the 1804 letter to 

William Linn we found him wishing tor a cQnt1nuance of happiness 

~--J~ ~~ J.~t- ~ ICfo'?. 
ln1i itli1ie a d:it'te:reat 1nterpretat1 on has been placed b}T us ~ 

The truth or this matter seems to be that Brown was of such a 

sensitive sympathising nature as to be immoderately affected by 

~kcTaJ ~~ciJZ J{, "~~ b-4-~ w~ 
the gQ.RlfampJat1o~ of a viei~ tPem ufie eior~even when :i:=t EH:4 not 

In 1805 he was depressed;in 1807 he·bad ~lfc-tii 
N..~('v\-0-lrla ~~~ "t 

SQmQ taar for his sister-in-law Rebecca Linn Keese;and now in 

~ h ~ J.<tW l.e ~ a.J. lv-a ~ '~ 
1809 11 ving under the same M&PQ. or ~eel&e the same tle11:reeston 

rev1s1 ts him.. 1-- l ._ ,() J.., _ ~ -1-- · · 
~~C.Q7'-W4.l ~lO~ ~~ vb aV(..IC~(~ ~1.1<!~ 

f It is~o-day(~etr~ generally be11eoea by specialists that a 
~v.-J..d . (k cl~ -J._ 

consumptive parent is liable to have consumptive children. ~ ~ .~~ 
\i.~ {b k~ ~ lrc±-f; ~"-le!L ~ ciiU ~ ~ ·~ L~()~+ R~ 
~~ii '1- ti- 'l ~ ~ '1 ~ kA.d..fc~ =+I.:~ ...+-tot /z. c,,,.k - -.,77 
~Brown's case we have not the evidence we wish we might have but 

so far as we know only one out or Brown's tour children died or 



~ 
~ disease. That one,Eugene Linn,lived to be seventeen. In the 

lr±-
other instances the twins passed ~ two score and ten 3'!Q. vary 

~/.,,.,A;,.._ 

died at twenty.-~ mdn"e to the point the two children who were 
I\ 

born 1807 and 1809 respectively were the short-lived ones. such 

negative evidence, tr it is ot value,also supports the idea that 

~~1u-'-
Brown did not actually have 1ao1,tent tuberculosis of the lungs 

earlier than 1806. So b<:Vt ~ ~~ ~ ~':1 ko-t~ ~«?~ • 

~ ~ o..>-~-t;,,. \.J.JL \<¥-U°"-V ~~ t~ ~ ~l ~ A-. 
Another plece of negative evidence may be round in the letter 

to Jolln Howard Payne just given. The reference to the •destiny 

of a ma.n past thirty" gave him an opening wh_ich would pi5altaely 

.. 
have elicited a suggestion of hi.s ill health. I~ ':>·J..g_~ ~ ~"--~. 

l 
That Brown's health was not good iS clear,that he was not robust 

at any time of his lite is nothing unusual in the lives or liter-

ary workers,but that he was sick all the time and rought,tn silence, 

the so-called white scourge, ts 11ae8*il?f an ex post facto invention. 

~ 
S& t.ea.t,Gn the whole,1t app:!ars that -eRe cannot accept without 

qualification the belief that Brown fought consumption for any 

sl·ic~(j'Y\.~ ~~ ~~,~ ~ i-(!"tJl~qtt~. 
length of time. or course we realize that if it wereJ~ it would 

(\ <...f(/k.5.Q.,.,_ 

lHl:<lo11J:>t"H1l.¥ allow us to gloss over certain defects of our author 

J.; Jo:tn E .. H3.ll,Portf'ol:_t_<?_ 1824,Vol.XVIII,p.495 rememo·~red his 

"attenuated figure"; ld" ...Ht.d ~,.~~ wa.o ct.. ~d\.:1 'l, 1~1. 
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with a veneer ot mawkish sentiment such as many f1nd 1n the usual 

accounts of the 11ves of other authors. In Brown•s case we are only 

interested in what is true. 

Viewed in the light or present-day medical science it is clear that 

Brown probably had had touches of incipient tuberculosis of the lungs 

at several times of his 11te--notably in 1793 when he first went to 

1 
Connecticut and possibly 1n 1799· .But then that is not so uncommon as 

many believe. Post mortem exaainations invariably show traces of walled-

up bacilli even in the lungs of people who do not die of the disease. 

The day of pan1c in the matter is dead! All or us occasionally have the 

germs 1n us;1n fact 1t is generally claimed by the specialists that 9B<{o 

of all people have some form or degree or it. Evidently nature has in-

st1nct1ve means or counteracting 1t such as the patient reeling "out ot 

sorts" and go1ng off for a rest or vacation where he does by instinct 

just what will s~op the process or disease development. Probably the 

best case or th1s kind is that of Shelley in the spring or 1815 when he 

travelled on the continent,lived in the country at Bishopsgate Heath' 

and took a boating trip to the source ot' the Thames. 

1 In 1796 he had a short breakdown at Dunlap's when exercise put him 
back on h1s feet and there is no hint of tuberculosis. 
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Lowered health,not the best or health and what you will ot 

~ ·~ 4.f ~l ~ ~1;" 
sJ:iaiJ ar Silifl:PilB:eN Brown went through several times before 1809. M.. 

~ ~11 fferen- times )le may have d1ed a suicide; any number or times 

he ran the risk or being murdered by Indians; he may have met w1tb a 

fatal accident at the overhanging cliff of Higby•s mountain or at Ea.st 

'tit~ 
Rock New Haven 1n Connecticut; he ~Y aea.r died or yellow fever;~ 

mav' tor aJ 1 we knC>W I lil?¥8 41 8 1 1 D a 0Jl9l:: wi:•ll M99!l Blilf'" or any other 

cause of mortality may have suddenly snatched him off; any one or these 

chances were possible and if any one ot them had proven to have been 

w.~~ k.J-
his rate it is sti17~probab1e that he would have '•Rle 1n his lungs the 

proof ot one or more arrested attacks or inc1p1ent tuberculosis. That 

vurw 
he finally round himself in such a set of circumstances as to be phys1-

t\ 

cally and mentally non-resistent is one of the mysteries of the '1•1ne 

k~a........ 
order of BreweLa affairs. However 1t will soon appear that he, like his 

best friend Elihu Hubbard Smith, was to be a victim etfe1e4 ea •ae sl•llil' 

or the medical ignorance or those days wh1ch fortunately for us are in 

X J.toJt 
the past. In Smith•s 99e'fJ we have seen it was total ~gnorance or the 
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1 
somet1me in 1809the fourth and last child Mary c. was born. 

!\ 

What the initial of her name stood for 1s not llnown; 1t may be 
lfl~ ('~ ~c.l~~ . 

for the early ancestors the Claytons.A. ileweves ~ do not bave to 

/l~tl·~ --~ ~~ l 
L r. /J '-L go far to find 'b8& ••tgt1t 1f the ~·a ti\iF&~ name,A. liMv.g:tl.._ "'iX. ~ 

l(klfw; l ~J._ ~~ -
- ..._ no.t mention :;t:g: in the letter which }!t_ wrote to Kary Linn 

c~J ~. -=ZF= 
from Hoboken ,.llew 1eP88~ it see" eleu .:tlia t Uc9 M:Rle come 

from his witty sister-in-law the Julia of the Literary 

2 
Magazine portraits. 

August 

to emain at home. Thi 

S k vl.0z.~ ~ I S"° 7. 7 lni­
far as we know sae aw not 

1 }Jgle :Pe_;-:...nsylv·in~_a Geneol9_g_i_E?~_,Rirr1stu.:g,P:i. ,p.327. 
2 Vol.II,p.9. 

t July or 
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The memoir by h1s wife tn i~e Bes,en 162T W1elmt~ though somewhat 

contused makes clear that Brown· ended h1s literary work in the 

- ~~4-o..lrlj h~~-
autumn ot this year. That me;;t.ns his published works and others 

A . 
W k.L(!k 

that he left unfinished l some of ;8111 aiF11seted! ;;01 k had been 

started a+ an ear1*' El!i'ta,.as early a.s 18014-. 

l 
Besides the Geograplly',Jlrs, Brown mentions a work Rome_ during 

the Age ot the Antonines which Brown is said to have hoped to take 

to England and publish there. The general plan of it was also 

represented as similar to Anach~rsis · 'frinels 1& C*reece, . -

What is commonly mown ~ ~n~·~-!2' "'fate ca iA SI coco 1.s the 

~ 2 
Voyage_du ~une Anach.3.rsis en Grece ~ ~ean-Jacques Barthele~y, 

wkl.~\.... kJ ~~ 
translated a.nd issued in 180~ at Philadelphia in tour volume~ oQ& 

Tf9ye1s g.t •nacn53r51s +be ¥'8&@8P ia .:reaoe. For Brown to construct 

~ <!C!-11..I. ~ f 
a history of Rome under two particular rulers to the scheme ot 

f'\ 

Barthelemy\\~ would have needed only slight rebuilding ror ~--tt:z-
k.e 

·· is -. excellent model Whether Uu "PSE1c would ha.ve followed the • 

French edition and opened with a.n account of the author is rery. 

m'l:tefl: ,.9- ae doubt~or Brown never gave any account of his own 

1 D.i:i .. 11.:;_:> :in:: Allen do not men:ion 1 t. 
2 T:l(:' f'ir3t 9'ii:1on 7 vol.:i. in 3°· 1n.-J onf' in 4° -.v:1s :published by 

Didot 17~8. Th? French edition useJ id the fourth,1799. 
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life in any publication he made--he was too extremely modest to do 

any such thing. If it was to be published in England it is possible 

his brother J~mes would have been the one to oversee the puo11-

cation and he might have planned to have Brown's wife or some 

friend supply such an account for the work. The preface or 

"advertisement• is usual and would have been followed by Brown. 

The chronologic~l table of the history also could have been follow-

ed. To ha.ve imitated Barthelemy in his first volume and give any 

abridgment of the Roman mythology and history preceding the age 

of the Antonines was not Brown's usual method in any of his works--

he proba.bly would have followed his custom and confined any such 

setting or preparation to foot-notes. The p.a.rt of the extended 

study of the arts,such as the dril.llla and music,was a detail of 

especial intArest to Brown and would undoubtedly have found a 

place 1n his work. The eighth volume of plates would appeal to 

Brown in any year of his life but it was not given with the trans­

lation issued at Philadelphia, it infringed on his projected geo-

graphy in the matter of the maps and the views and it is clear 

the American publisher did not intend to go to the expense or having . 
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any plates engraved. The tables of volume eight would have ~oved 

a very useful part of his work if he had used them. In Barthelemy•s 

~ase they were not made by the author--assistance for them was ac-

knowledged in the introduction Vol.I,p.vt. In Brown•s case we know 

he himself would have patiently supplied such a detail. The geography 

of volume eight was not used in the tranalatton issued at Philadelphia 

and it ts 1mpDebable he would ha.ve repeated what more properly would 

have made a part or his geography as projected in 1809. some of the 

dialogues of volumes seven and eight may have made some impression on 

BrO'Nn but it is certain they had no influence on any or his published 

dialogues and may not h~ve become a part of this work. we know he had 

given up this type of ~itP-rary presentation some years earlier 

than this work could h3ve been planned. 

How Brown happened on.the model is ~v!de.lit for there were a number 

1 
·or edit.ions in French and the English translation which wa.s also 

2 
issued at Philadelphia in four volumes made it unnecessary for him tc 

have used the FPench original. His interest in Cicero and his 

knowledge of Latin were a part of his 

Proud school ed.uca.tion and his ThessalGnica and Dea.th of 

1 '2r~:?_l_3_ 0 r .An 1._:~_l}t_r_3_i_3_ t_~~ y_o_u._n_g_f?_r_ lll (!r:~_ect~ d1.!_r_trg t llq_ Il!i_r19:_l_e_ Q_f. 
t~'k' }ourt_!!. JP~_;_L!..r:.i ~~_.(o_r~ t_he _Q.l}_r__i_s_t_i_.~_.r1 .~:'~:..r__!_, trl.n3Ll.ted fro:n th~ 
Fr,mch of Acb.:: B1rth-"lr~~ay by 'Villt:i.:n B~iix:iont, 7 vols,8vo,Lor:1iOY'.. 
1 791. . 

2 3"{ J:icob Jonn.son who r:n.'! hW·? oeen the S'l.m2 J •. rom-~son who 13sued 
Volnt~.Y'S Vi'"'N J.t Lor..do:i tn 1805. 
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Cicero are enough to indicate that he had no short acquaintance 

with Roman history. 

l 
The selection of :Barthelemy•s great work,which is a wonderful 

storehouse or Greek lite and history derived from the usual 

classical sources,is characteristic or Brown's excellence as an 

author·. He never took mean works as models even in his fictions;: 

so t~.at this projected history of the Antonines ot Rome promised 

exceedingly well. 

The selection out of all Roman history of that particular age 

or the Antonines ts peculiarly valuable as characteristic of our 

author. Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius were the fourth and 

fifth of the good emperors of Rome. Their reigns,138-161 A.D. 

and 161-180 A.D.,are immortally famous for domestic ~ranquillity. 

Gibbon cites them as the happiest on earth when the only object 

of government was the felicity and prosperity of the people. 

Though the emperor's lives were devoted to the Stoic philosophy 

o~ virtue as the only goodJtheir wives,Faustina the mother and 

Faustin~ the daughter,are represented as most profligate,as if 
1 The 1nfl~ence of E1.rthelemy 1 s work in ths United States was not 

C·')!"'1~1r.ed to B:::-cwn. J:irr.es ~ic:tenry also wrote a work b1.sed on the 
Tr::tvels of An::tch:cl.rs1s about vno. ier,F,.J,Brown:Sketch of ·the 
~_!t'e;-13,.lITmore~M:·u~yl~nd Hiatori.-~al 8oc1et.v) 1R77,p-lf-2:-·- --
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the old idea that opposites attract were true of those two great rulers. 

If we assume that Brown's work would have confined 1tselt to the 

title given by Mrs.Brown we cannot tail to notice that within those 

confines Brown would have round-many or the topics or powerful. appeal 

to him. The immorality and faithlessness or the Faust1nas,together wittr 

their contrast to their husbands, the theatre with its amazing pic­

turesqueness, the plague in the army and at Rome, the mystery surround­

ing the death of Marcus Aurelius, the nobility and dramatic power or 

his acts and sayings and the occasional introduction or the Christians:: 

woula all attord Brown a field or action wherein he had proved himself 

a master. Probably no other forty-two years or any history would 

better illustrate the penchant ot his interests. 
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In contrast to Barthelemy•s work which covered the entire interest­

ing information of the older empire of Greece,Brown selected the 

happiest short period of the history ot the Roman republic. It was a 

supremely intelligent selection ot a time that not only appealed to him 

but could not help but have an interest tor all hUmanity tor all time 

in a republican country. His work could not have been so tull as Bar­

thelemy because if Brown had had the time to study such a formidable 

list as tour hUndred and sixty authorities he would not have had the 

tnclination. We have not a single work ot h1s life that shows any 

continuous patient scholarly research such as Barthelemy pursued. His 

Geography promised something but he only completed a part of it. The 

American Register with 1ts research at best took no longer than six 

months sustained effort to produce a volume. Among his other works the 

Dialogue gn ll'Us1c and Pa1nt1ng and Alcuin are very fair examples of his 

limited powers for literary research! To have done anything approaching 

Barthelemy would have demanded an ability Brown never showed himself to 

have had. 
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The unsat1stactory record of the cllaracter and existence of this 

work of Brown•s is to be regretted by any one who has followed 

his career. The complete disappearance of the manuscript can only 

be considered as a real loss. 

l 
From the Collections of the New York Historical society we learn 

tbat on the 4th. of september Brown was elected an honorary member 

o~ that e'xcellent institution. Whether he attended the elaborate 

1 lTPW York,1814,Vcl.II,p •. x.v111. Kelby's 3.CCOUnt of thP society 
(~.Y.,1905,p.95) gives the d3te as 1810. 
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dlnner ~t that meeting of the society ls not known but 18 

doubt:fU.l. Likewise we are not sure of the date when he returned 

to Philaclelph1a. 

It has been sald that· about this time he was accustomed to 

wander ~long Independence square;:with hls hands behind his 

back a.nd his head bowed down. Of all the absurd w~ys of holding 

his h3.nds,beh1nd his back 1s the least characteristic ot Brown. 

He might h.llve held them listlessly at his sides but ha.rdl.y 

at his back. The same account says no one knew him and he 

•burned the midnight 011•. Alas,poor Yorick! Where are all 

the we11~:aiown tellows now? Where are the social and business 

men of hia day? we may have heard or them once since their 

death but they h3.rdly are the cause or one 

essay almost every year for more than a hundred 

years. But such a statement does not accord with the tacts--
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Brown certainly was known by many-his circle wa.s ,a:~lqge one 

and he was prominent in it. Another writer,who shall be unnamed, 

has made the silly incomplete statement that Brown took walks 

with his wire Elizabeth just before his death, but- wby at lea.st 

some of the four children were not taken along,1s not mentioned. 

~ 
Aceo~dini to Rgharf a.Ji:~ westcet\ su11y the painter gave a~~ 

~~ ~ ~ ar<G- ¥1~;j l~ 
~~&at~teal p10-t~re of Brown to that unreliable genius John 

\J' ~(} ~ ~Wl-\c. ~o... ---tU. 'd: 
Neal, 'P)lQ 1aeeage na:s gtYen by 1'ea1 in JUa.ckwood's Magazine for 

October 1824- a1J.a :reaae like 'Uie J e1:1rnaliei · s account of a:i:r· • 
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'"I saw hlm a little before his death. I had never 
known hlm--never heard of him-never read any or his 
works. He was in a deep decline. It was the month or 
November,--our Indian summer,~when the air is fUll 
or smoke. Passing a window,one day--I was caught by 
the sight or a man--with remarkable physiognomy-­
wri ting,at a table, in a dark room. The sun shone 
directly upon his head. I shall never forget it. 
The dead leaves were falling then. It was Charles 
Bro ckden Brown •. " 

With so defective a knowledge of him it would be interesting 

to us to be told just how SU.ll.Y was able to recognise Brown. As 

we shall learn later from Brown's wife,Erolh:.own was writing he 

was not deep in decline;in fact it must have been early in 

November if SUlly saw him at all. so tar as we ~an'!ilearn Brown's 

stuay was on the second floor so that it would seem to be impossible 

1 
tor him to see Brown as described. According to the Lite and Works 

SU.lly must have been a magician or unusual telescoptc vision for 

he was in En.gland in November,having sailed 10 June and did not 

return until a month after Brown had died. On the whole that 

SU.lly picture appears more like a painting by John Neal. 

1 Life ~n,1 worl\.s of Thomd.3 SUll,y,Phil:-d~lp!"1L1 1921. 
--· -- --- - - - - ------·- -·--- (~.~~ 

(lo__l'o.,,,._ ~ ~ 7e~. 
clvi.111.~de 

\.J oQ_ ·:YI I ~. "L b ~ (1)..-e rr.h ~ W-~ Q; t\ie_ . ~ li....'7 
A 
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George Lippard practically went insane over that picture or 

supernatural exaggeration and when he came to rave against the 

public he represented Brown to have died or a broken heart~a 

suggestion which ts as untrue as Keats• supposed death by a 

similar cause. 

Probably the wretchedest and unfairest picture ever given of 

Brown is that in the Rambler•s_Jlagaztne tor 1809-10 by the unident1-

1 
tied •perambulator•. Whether the author would have changed his 

journalistic smartness had he known the tacts 1s improbable ror 

even while writing 1t the magazine had a Damoclean Fate hanging 

over it and did not survive its brilliancy dying with a sort or 

a puerperal fever in the act of parturition. 

The picture reads: 

•nurtng my short stay in Pennsylvania,IThad a violent 
1nc11nation to pay a visit to Arthur Mervyn2Brown,to 
observe how rar his genius was exalted or debased by 

1 Ht: :prob'lbl.V be lcnged to the Irv1r.g-Pauld ing group. 
2 If we n:u3t do tt.is sort o!' 1'1te111ng 1 t would be better to 

sc:lect a more wiC.el.Y known work of h1s--\AftE:_l~1.;:Q~ 



frosts or fogs; but I lear:n.ed th'.it he secluded himself 
altogether from society, for the completion of a volum­
inous work,l proving beyond contradiction that human 
nature is very miserable;that it never was more happy 
th.q,n it. now is,a.nd never will be;and. that the most 
delightful thing on earth ls conjuring up 1tleas of 
wretchedness,and wetting at least three napkins every 
night with the tears which refined aentimentland phil­
a.nthrophy must natti-ra11T:exci te. It gave me satisfaction 
however to hear, 1nadvertent13, tha.t -tlr.B 1 s genius is 
completely defended from the effects of the atmosphere 
by a denae vapor eternally floating between tne slnU.11 
and the pericra.n1wn,which becomes heavier f and more 
tenacious whenever his fingers come in contact with a 
goose-quill." 

4 
A ording to. Dunlap 

But the 

kept in 

"On the tenth ot' November 1809; ~ was attacked by a 
iolent pain in his side,tor w ch he was bled,a.nd 

r ired to his chamber to be raed as he thought for 
w da,ys. 11 

more s than he realized and he was 

11 :utJ.r1 ng 
ea.s~,a.nd 
a. murmu 
pla.ln • 

nfinement he scarcely ever enjoyed 
ometimes su 'ered greatly,yet he never uttered 

or impatient e lamation,and scarcely a. com-

h is the tAstimony of o e 
t derest anxiety his protrac 
ompanion,his nurse,his wife." 

who witnessed with the 
d sufterings,his belove~ 

1 ThA g-L'("i.t 'Nork of his g":ogra.phy. 
3 ~ :ma· .. r t6.r-1~ +;c~~ lSOl a.-.1ttl.-us.,1t.:.lit:t -,;_._j lt_>t.~ .. ,.A. • ., :fit:?- as .. 1J.,t.i1la.. 

iJll!i -.. 4:. i~tS~r..5:., ::.tt1 ':Vi.1FJJ.w.i..Y libC f1Jl:~11r.:l E .. o"'J.J.'3 .n;eri(.• 




