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BROD'S mmARGO PAMPHLET 

1809)· 

Brown•s last political pamphlet was entitled An Address to the 

Congress or ~United Sta. tes. on ~ ut111 ty ~d Justice or !.!!.-

tr1ct1ons upon to~!lQl commerce.with retlect1ons on _tore1gn trade 

·~eg1B~0'fl81L catalogue or domestic pol1t1cal 

l kl'4s&= llA.. J 
publications tor 1808 the t1 tle .W--gi:Veft a. An_Address to the . Congress 

of ill_ United states.on. the taretgn relations of the state.and on 

i.rk:c:.l... "-' ~ a._ 
tore1gn co~rn in genera11t~par&Rt1¥ 1ia!ll• •a a l:i•u;.g prospect1 ve 

title ~he found too limited when the pamphlet ca.me to be wr1ttent~ 

al least the sabjeet like a ~ree groWR fiy ffl8:gte eJcy~a4&4 1R fi1s Q~noa... 

As 1~hree rormer~;;;t:~the Conrade or Philadelphia were the 
~ 

publishers. 

l Vol.IV,p.123. 



190.5 

~N'ei94 M0\1t the o~nt:sg of 'l'te yes~ The Select Rev1ewa by 

E. Bronson an<l others, Ph1la.delph1a 1809,listed it 1n the 

Febru~ry number. The ~ston Antho~ Society had a copy or 1t 

a.t a meet"tng held February seventh. Poulaon•a Americ~ Daily 

Advertiser tor February third contains a commun1cat1on,dated 30 

~ 
January,wh1ch shows itl att•~o• had al5&a'f read.~ The same 

new~paper or 19 January ha.s a notice or 1t as •just published•. 

-Ht . 
Brown•s preface la dated 3 January. ~.411 ~evidence we ~a~• 

trG.&.. <... .:vi. '?. 
~ carries 1t back to earl.ll- 1n t~e yesr but cannot carry 1t t'l:lP~he.r 

v \fo'6, ~ 
1fi'081'11i• of t~• eu.1"18'9:8 tao t alres4J ne~t&ed 

A 

1 '4}* • i-Vifh}~3''"' i.~zi'W~ !:\8 M Mai'·i&Bu lie -~iliQ ,!_1~H~ ~f..--tM-~_ti<Jt 
&;J,...,*_4'_1 9-.£ ~ ~ra1so&.~-!."!!!1~~~·~~ £!..!~~r~Et!J!tt··~!! 
TI£.tt:_~ A.!i ~~~ .. ~:;. •"' 411'!! :'te-tttP.el ~~t!@'• a.•n&-VI otna r.t the9Jmf' eeff"~ 
tq .. pl.t?.~d. 



. ~oL ... ~"' 
It 'tlftts~•ietly was i.aued ~ eeme 4at/e trom 

A 

the third to the nlneteenth of January 1809. 

~ 
The authorship is unquestioned because or Bro"u'a 1n1tials 

dated advertisement or preface • . 

Brown•a preparation for t~1e wa»k •a¥ ~9 rettn4 not only +A. his 

a. 
former political pamphlets espec1a~ly Hi the stu<ty or the Chespeake­

A. 

Leopar~ arta1r of the Brtt1sh Treaty but also "Hi his American Register 

~ 

articlea. With no reference to ~ pamphlet which he may have had in 

M::bc 
mln1 but which he 

M~d 
Mid ac &B aeif the 

2 
of the Embargo iaw,he ~ published the report or the House of Repre-

sentat1ves on the memorial addressed to it by certain merchants of 

3 
Ph1l~~elph1a which ~e,e~t stamped the cla1m3 of the memor1al1sts as 

unre~sonable, and prc:Q.ab1 y g~a$9Rlf:l&P!if.tee~e wi~ft t}lie J'C!tlfl:}Jlllet · s• 

pu~:rtea\1ea he concluded hls account w1th no rancor against the House 

and no love for v1olence~1th a statement that there wa~one alter-

native from embargo and that was war. 

l Vol. III, p .72 ff . 
~ v0 1. v ,p~~pter I. 

2 Vol.III, p . 97 f f . 3 Vol .II I , ~ .133 ff. 



19071 

••te we•~ was to call attention to what had rormerly been a 

secret discussion with the object or influencing legislation, 

but beneath ~h1a Q&tegai~l• efte the reader cannot but become 

~ 
artt1•~ !IA~ or i1e~the intereat of a»aWll'& relat1ve1 1n 

.,-.­
mercant 1le pursuits ~Pe~a~l.et had its influence. In :Ee.et two 

1 
instances !l'ig~• ~e ct~e4 'e show th&i J&Bei~ly some or the ram11y 

sll1pa may llave been concerned in evaetenft e1' the law by blocade 

:k 
running, bt ~ 1s notf to be \undulyj exaggerated into S\le:tt-a .-ftL 

claim ae BPeW'ft makeB)o~ pages two a.nd three/against eome of the 

congressmen • .Brown's patriotism -is unquestioned. He believed 

what he advocated and '::..u1a have p:etel'Hil te sacr1nc1ziot 

the ra~1ly coJJJ!t.~:ntereata but even the clothes on his 
~-- -

back advocate what he did not believe . 

only 

own 



l& i~t& eormee'l~ very striking thing 1s the accuracy or his 

./ 
vision. 8 t Ute fit1~11re... !?ilsugb. .tn the pret~ce he made no pretense 

or being a prophet;~had something of the seer in his nature, 

not only 1n regard to the expansion and development or our country 

but also 1n regard to the fall of France as the supreme European 

power. so tar as the ee•~g War or 1812 was concerned he was not 

. ·~ . 1. v ""'"\.\. ""'-Ii- c far from ~ (J en-( 
r,;a 

118 BS:;'L: 

1 p. 78. 

•When we think on our helpless dependence,tor the com­
fort3 and decencies or life, upon nations three thousand 
miles otr,we may,wtthout a crlme,be disposed to wish 
tnat all intercourse of this k1nd,were at an end:that 
we should sit,qu1et spectators ·of the storms that shake 
the rest or the world,secure in our solitude and in the 
waste that rolls between them and us;employing all our 
vtgor in building up an empire here in the West;and 
1n cementing the members or our vast and growing nation, 
1.nto one body. 

There is something charming too 1n the picture or a 
world within ourselves;ot bringing within our limits, 
all the sources of comfort and subs1stence;of supply­
ing all our wants with our own hands;or gaining all the 
tunct1ons,occupat1ons and relations of a polished nation; 
ot be1ng a potent political body,complete 1n all 1ts 
members and orga.ns,and in which no chasm or ·d~tect ca.n 
be found. we catch likewise an imperfect notion that 
we should be richer and more populous by thia means. 
We should go on multiplying persons and towns and cotta•es 
raster;and thus become much greater and more wealthy, 
1f all our surplus products were consumed by mouths at 
home.ana not abroad. It the millions who now weave and 
sow a.nd ha.mnler and file tor us,were members or our own 
body.swelling by their gains and their expenses,the tide 
or c1rculat1on in our own community. 

we cannot be b1amed 1! we ponder with pleasure on 
such splendt<l -. 1mages.1r we are reluctant to pursue any 
path or reflection,wh1ch appears to lead us away from 
them. They charm us,because they are visions or national 



re11c1ty. They doubly charm ua,beaause the nation 
around which they hover, is our own.• 

one could hardly wish tor a stronger expression or patriotism 

than that tlnal paragraph. !Mt later he goes on 1n the same strain. 

•But we shall not stop here. we shall become the 
manuracturers or other nations. SUch,we are,even now 
to a certain degree,but our manufactures will multiply . 
in a larger proportion than our httsband.men.• 1 

This lea~s up to his Amer1c<Ut vision of Mirza. 

•Ba.rr1ng deluges,almost general,a.nd pestilences that 
extinguish man.kind;or the untimely destruction or the 
globe 1tselt,th1s,and,1ndeed,a great deal more than 
this, must happen, because the present 11m1 ts or our 
terrttory are not immutable. They must etretcll ' fi.tb. our 
wants. The south sea only can bound us on one s1de;the 
Mexican gulph on the other;the polar ices on the third; 
but t1me,1nstead or diminishing our intercourse and dis­
solving our connection with toreigners,will only aug­
ment and strengthen them. The other states in the 
Western hemtsphere,we shall,of course,approach more 
nearly.and mtx with them more 1nt1mately. The gaps or 
unpeopled waste,which now sever them and us will d1s­
appe~r. our limits will touch.w 2 

Earlter ~ U1& jB:IRflllei he lla.<1 spoken of an army. He e ~e .. 

•tr you had torty thousand troops,well instructed an<l 
equipped, this dom1n1on,1f you please,might extend to 
Panama,Nootka,and Hudson's Ba.y by land.w 3 

It is clear ~ the <leoatea 1n congress ha.<1 been read and put 

to use ~Y argwit 1~ tee prep~r•t1oR ot t~1a werk11n truth he makes 

several statements which a.re only to be understood as~ acknowledg-

~ ~,_;_ th_ 
nrent ~ th1a ~,and he probably SQot ....ftH ideas of the law or. 

nations from h13 old book-fr1en<l Blackstone. It ts questionable 

1 P. 84. 2 l?.89. 3 p. 73. Tf\t&r>f eou2 SE, I "Pl ,,SEftts Olfl.9 .\!bee .. 



1 f he got anything trom Kent• s Commentaries, part: one of which 

1s eat1tl94 the Law or Nations, tor they were not published until 

::::t:=- ~ If 21 . ~ kt_ 
after Brown's aeat~ However,~ ts not as conclusive as tt 

cio \M-cl ~ 
ap:pears,tor he could have gotten~ he used trom his personal 

ll 

~Q~&~ 111&Qt acquaintance with Kent.,a tQe eaFty eaye er ~i-+ 

c""'Jt;£ 
J:ew Tulk club life. Possibly he teak t~em Vattel 1S Droit ~gens. 

The important point or all this is that his equipment was adequate, 

he was a trained lawyer,quite capable of able d1scus81on or the 

k 
matter at tssue,and though no\ ~ diplomattst,:ad,as we shall see, 

a r~markable scholarly command or ~ot ea*¥ the tacts involved in 

this ~ matter but also or the whole or the 1nternat1ona1 relat-

tons.er t.ae ts111e-. 

To understand the matter ot discussion appears a ~reat task 

~ 
&lpi~&*~ when eee go~f to the usual historians. The Embargo 

and all its surroun~tng details if properly studied assumes the 

proportions ot a large book and there is no doubt a wide course 

~<A.CT-~ 
ot reading would throw various pleasing hues upon 1t, Neve~tAec- l 

\1\4.~~' 
i-e.sar.:Co• our purpo~only a rew deta11a are eeeeRU-&l.. 

2 
First, it should be known~ there ls some doubt whether the 

~ l~z1. 
2 Cf. in the Goverrunent a r chive s the letter of C~"Ul1ng to Pinckney 

date~ 23 Sept.,1808. 



orders in council or England were the cause or the t'a:J tag et uw 

embargo. second,the embargo was not a new idea in America;tt had 

1 . 

been tried before though not io broadly.as &ew.. Th1rd,1t was laid 

22 December 1807 and repealed ~March 1809. Fourth,prev1ous to 

~~e time .. Brown's pamph1et was 111~e~ the Force Act had been made 

.~~ J[,#i: ~fo-~ 
law,and at ~ publication the law was in rorce. secession was 

A . 

not only talked or by most or the New England states but actual 

steps had been taken. 

1h.e. 
ii~aWR:La pamphlet was no'\Awng new ror the times. The press was 

~~ fu. ~~ .. ~+ 
working day and night turning out all aeP'ht or paapbleis pPa an.ct 

2 
e&R and the humorous side was a~~aliy as well presented as the 

serious. TWO or all the instances will be considered by us in 

the course or the present s,tudy. · _ 

Not quite so supert1c1ally as 1n other instances Dunlap gives 

3 '=='= 
some critical comment.ea tilts fampltlet. ht 8&Js• 

•In this work,as 1n the Reg1ster,llr.Brown is very 
happy in stattng the arguments tor an~ against pol1t1cal 
opinions and measures. This rel1c1ty proceeded from the 
acuteness or h1s pe rceptions and the clearness of his 
mind rrom all foreign or party bias.w 

FUrther on he speaks or ~this re11c1ty,w he says wthe author 

l For the details Cf.M cMa3ter : His ~..QLY o f the Peopl~ of the u.s., 
Vol.III,9.280 ff . 

2 McMas t er : QQ..~it.,III,pp. 291-2. 

3 V~ l . II,p. 75. 



ridicuiea,• •Justly deo1dea•,•taJcea an able v1ew,• and he calla 

I~~ 
the pamphlet excellent. ~Ath1e 1s spoiled by dragging h1mselt 

in: 

MI believe no writer on the subJeot,or 1n~u1rer into 
1 t ,,ever ra11ed to see tha.t the advantages which domes­
tic commerce givee,are tar greater than those dertved 
trom roretgn. Kr.Brown's conclusions may be expeotad to 
be the same • ., I 

Would that Dunl.ap had om~tted ~1 1 0 KP bel'et1 aa~ lilra'J'e given 

2 
more attention to Brown•a. Later he aays: 

wThis was the last publication or Charles Brockden 
Brown,and evinces a vigour ot intellect,and an accum­
ulation or lcn.owledge,combtned with such rare patrio­
tism.and true benevolence as seldom f~l to the lot or 
one man." 

All this or course only touches the surface ot things. 

:; 
Poulson's American Da11Y ~dvert1ser ~ 19 January had a nottce 

{l, 
e!f"aaaEl te cona 1:1erable length

1 
~ 1nclud1ng Brown 1 s preface. -H 

tH opensa t.:mte1 

•suspended Intercourse" 
•A pamphlet has juat been publ1ahed by Kessrs.Conrad1 

ot this c1ty,1n which a well known writer has discussed 
the present cr1ttcal and 1nterest1ng state or our public 
af!atrs,tn a manner recommended by its novelty at least 
to the cur1os1 ty of tne public. Be has explained his -
principles and v1ew1 1n a short preface ot which the 
tollow1ng ts a tra.nacr1pt .••• • 

l Vol.!I,p.B2. 2 Vol.II,p.85 •. 
3 Th1s art1cla w~s cop1ej 1n his 1808-9 copy-took by Brown•a 

fa tlle:. 



Here follows the whole of Brown's preface. 

such a notice seems less satisfactory than Dunlap,and 1t is to 

be considered only as introductory to a co!:lIIl.un1cat1on to the 

1 
same newspaper tor 3 February which reads: 

•For the American Daily Advertiser. 
•1 have read a Pamphlet lately published in this City 

on the present state or our public artairs with some 
degree of approbat1on,but with more 1ncl1natton I must 
own to censure than to praise. The wr1ter appears to 
be a well meaning man,but he does not know how to 
accomadate himself to the Spirit or the ttmes.:--He 
is an enemy to war,and to all restraint upon trade, 
and is eapeclally averse to what our present rulers 
seem to be 1n love with;a war with F.ngland. He has 
certatnly reasoned very forcibly on the grounds or our 
present controversy with Great Brltain,and llas shown 
that neither honor nor right nor policy countenance 
this war. All this 1s very well;but he should have 
con!ined himself to this polnt.--It was not necessary 
to declare a polemical war against the trtends ot 
peace as well as its enem1es;aga1nst all part1ea,and 
all nations. All political points are to be gained by 
the strength of a party:and those who have such points 
to gain must join the party that agrees with them 1n 
this, though they may ~iffer very widely 1n other 
things. He must not be punctilious about their means. 
it their end is the aame with his own ••• 

H1s objectlrQns to the Embargo system,because it did 
not argue a philanthropic spirit;his diatlnct1ons 
between the trench Emperor and his subjects and allies, 
are a great deal too re!tned and abstracted tor common 
readers.--They smell or the solitary lamp;they savour 
of the closet;shoul~ the writer mix more with the world, 
he woul~ be a much more useful pol1t1c1an,--he would 
learn what topics to urge;and what to suppress on 
occasions like th1s--he wou11 suit himself to the 
actual st~te or things and go a great deal t'urther 
in affecting his own ends. 

I throw. out these hints with a sincere view to the 
benefit or this wr1ter,whose talents are too well 
known to need my panegyrick. These talents never per­
haps shone with more lustre than in this pamphlet,and 
more acuteneas,more elo~uence,ana more well digested 
learning will not easily be round collected in the 

l This a!'t1cle a.lso was copied b.Y Brown'd father. 



'-1 

same number of pages. He must not be surpr1sed,however, 
1r he r1nd.s that something more th:m all this ts necessary 
to insure popularity,at least to a political writer at 
a time llke thls,when a11 the turtous passions are tn 
arms,arul the rival parties do not seem very rar trom 
that point when their quarrels must be decided by 
weapons less harmless than goosequ1lls ••• 

No man admires a bol~ and independent spirit more 
than I do,and though I think this writer has not managed 
with the utmost prudence either tor his own success,or 
that or the cause he espouses,yet his man11ness,his 
courage, ts h1ghly pratseworthy--He telts a great number 
of weighty truth8,wh1ch llave never been heard from any 
other pen,and cannot !ail to benefit those who will 
1mparttall.Y attend to him •. , ~ . L.D. 

Jan 30,1809. 11 

It seema unnecessary to consider the details or this comment. 

The author,who 1a unknown but may be vtle &ams Ci the author or 
l 

What 13 Love 1n the Konthly llagazine,avows himself to be a party 

c~~i,.J.. 
man and therefore Brown's position 1s or course to be· OP1,1e1!e4 

teriiiat rea&&R.. It is true ~ the uaol1tary la.mp smell" and the 

lrJ-
"cloaet11 apply to Brown ~ it would be interesting to know if 

h~ 
~ L .D. were not some one well acquainted w1 th ill'ewn.. He may 

have been one of those offended by being retused a public hearing 

in one or Brown's magazines. Be that as it may, the fact that 

~ 
~PG'.m.J.e.. pamphlet is not addressed to •common readersv seems to 

be -fHlttrely missed by h1m. 

~ .'"b. ~ 
The importance ot ~~i wbele ma\ier is in 'trftQ closing where we 

find Brown given credit tor "a great number or weighty truths, 

1 vo1.1r.p.323. 



which have never oeen heard rrom any other pen.w That is no 

£.t11t.R.~ 
mean praise.though it may be considered offset by the te•&SQ1Ag 

charges. To us it justifies net .QM§' the matter et the woii.. ~ 
t 

the non-part1san position or its author and the publication or 

the pamphlet. At the same time it distinguishes Brown's work trom 

tllat e'G all~ others or the day. 

The Boston Anthology society records linger ~ate--e~ . 7 February 

1809 read: 

•An address to the Congress of the United States, 
supposed to be Brown's was assigned to Mr.TUdor.• 

This assignment ls more important tha~ tRa• ef the Bri t1sh 

Treat.:£. pamphlet to John Lowell,not because of the ability dis­

the 
p~ayed,for of the two men Lowell was intellectuallyAsuperior, 

~~~~ . 

but because of the CJ8R&Jiette~encstl or the author. W1111a.IIi Tudor, 

J'un1or,was aL original memoer or the society and the first editor 

of the North American Review. His essayk1n,to borrow Thacker ay's 

l 
coinage,was read and accepte~ at a meeting held March seventh. It 

might better have been refused. It 1.s clever but puerile; l .t shows 

~poor taste,and ts not ie ~e 9alle~ crtt1c1sm. At least it 

1 And pub l 1st:ed 1n the Anthq_~,'v"ol .VI, pp .187-8. 



should r.ave been subjecte~ to improvement by d1scuss1on,a method 

supposed to be the idea of the society though it gives little 

evidence of having practised 1t. were it not for 1ts author as 

editor or a magazine which has become notable we should @Saa~ 

leave it in 1ti ~eeQN¥ea obscurity. It is short and may be inter-

esting as another example of the reception flll- Brown•s work met 

•this pamphlet may be considered 1ngen1ous,though it 
contains some or the philosophical puerility that is 
the fashion of the day. The author profe sses to belong 
to no party.but to be what 1s vul~arly called ,a wet 
gua.ker. He likes the ad.m1n1strat1on,and dislikes their 
measures. His work contains an elaborate exposition or 
the 1njust1ce,and absurdity or the embargo system. 
How eerta1n statesmen must have secretly smiled,when they 
found the honest,blundering credulity or the country 
completely caught,and gravely occupied in discussing 
the injury the embargo would be to the great belliger­
ents, 1 ts wisdom as a measure or precaution,1ts impartial 
operation,and the uv1rtuous posture• or our .dignified 
retirement.• They must haVP begun ~o flatter themselves, 
t~At 1ts origin and causes would never be investigated. 

The writer supports a very simple proposition,that 
force by sea 1s like force by land;that the English 
command the one,and the French the other;and that we 
have no right to move on either,ex.cept 1n the manner 
laid down by the ruling power. This doctrine is not 
new, though few men have had th~boldness to publish it. 
There is something whimsical as well as distressing 
1n the present position of the great commercial 1ntereat 
of the country. Without possessing any influence, they 
see themselves sacrificed,by those who legislate for 
them insisting upon muqh more than they want,and which 
tbey kn.ow cannot be obta1ned;while another set or 
philosophers are ror abandoning them altogether. 

Towards the close of this pamphlet,some pages are 
occupied with admiration of the Chinese,and a compar­
ison between them and us. Notwit~~hand1ng the absurdity 
of all thts,we confess we felt a little startled,because 
this is the second work 1 1n which we have recently seen 
this policy proposed tor our adoption. On looking 



about,however,and rinding our ladies• reet as large 
as ever,and that none or the propagandtsts haveyyet 
appeared with their heads shaved,we recovered our tran­
quillity. For a century to come we shall be .drained 
of what we do not want,and kept sweet by emigration; 
we cannot therefore attain to the standard ot Chinese 
populat1on,the ~owning ot our superfluous children. 
wars are,th.eretore,to be deprecated now,but when emi­
gration can no longer take place,then we must have 
them. we conreas we would as soon be confined in an 
unventilated room or a hosp1ta1,as we would inhabit 
a populous country unpur1t1ea by war.• 

W'!' a •ork or 'ili4el' • e ie fttd'd:l:y ~e ~e le!'tette}31 eenetd:eFeQ.,~u.t 

\k.J)..lt ~ 
---4-t bas al 1 ea~t ~ne point ~ should be noticed. 

0 
~o truta 1~ :Brown does not propse the Chinese ae as 89Ea1B,lae ~ 

" 
be imitated. He draws a comparison with our isolated independent 

pos1t1on,he says that except for the Christian countries Chlna•s 

ctv111zat1on is ahead, that the realm ls the wonder of the world. 

E't14entl~ Tudor was so pleased at the prosi:ect of a Joke about 

the 
the ladies' feet andAshaved heads and some sarcasm over a Spartan 

1nta.rit1c1de ~he forgot -jlj!.t w~t Brown did say_:_) 

BN:~enti~~~---& statement 't-~~~go uhc~..a.i1enged in a meeting 

~~ o1ti,. ~~. 
of the Anthologists but 1 t is not to be tolerated 1n ettF il~y, 

Though rew the faults that ~hould have appeared to these critics 

have ror the most part been missed. The most obvious 1s the length . 

~r ~ wo~ It appears to be too finely spun out and a good deal 



Q~!.. . 
or pa.rt three ee'tl:l!4 have wutae~etllo?( been &ivea- 'Ii~• The points he 

makes he hall.already made or could easily make by the insertion 

or a rew sentences. apd t:twreliy ilie 1ri~lk ee~ltl hens teen 1edti:ee4.. 

However 1 ts length 1s not to be considered "aS important. tftl't.. 

Legislative bodies llki Qe&sPees are quite accus-

~ 
tomed. to lengthy debates ancl what appears .as long to the layman 

woul~ p~e~~*Y tor them lose none or its force by its length. 

k 
Though written with more care than ~was accustomed to 

spend &fl ~ta Ja~11ea\io~1 1t was rushed through the press too 

hurridl,Y. PPel!"1oly Brown's heait~n';;;rered with the proof-reading, 
i\ 

1r he was s~,,eee~ to do it,and 1t taiPlf bristles with typograph-

1cal errors which would be inexcusable at any other time of his 

life. 

The good points are "*~'e or another character~they raise them-

selves to the plane or important details,a.nd ~1~s overshadow the 

l.v;) 

flaws round by ottr~elves as well as the critics noticed. 

Thls work 1s not only the last et l!t:e l'etmf>ltle'e but 1 t is a 

f1tt1ng culmination ot his political pamphleteering. What he 



had ror years struggled ror,non-part1saneh1p,he achieved almost 

to perfection 1n this work. H1s logic ts al.most always 1rres1stable, 

both 1n ravor and against government action,tor and against war, 

and against the extreme measure ot embargo1ng,and l:t t1ze ~l:me 

. ~ 
EWer QOme1 2 galn when a general embargo is contemplated Brown's 

A. . 

pamphlet will be al\V81'1Qele arsenal tor the opposition • 

. r'\ 
One of the most notiieeable excellencies is ie ~e fellft4 1n the 

"" 
attltude er ~PeWtl t~wa.rd the party in power. Since hie last 

pamphlet he l:Yl~elMli~iy had come to see iBetl8 clearly the virtues 

WliieQ Jefferson and his cabinet had and now that he comes to deal 

with another or his measures he shows excellent taste by avoid-

ing ~personalities. His command of rldtcule and irony is not 

1 
directed toward a number ot vulnerable polRtl 1~ i&e &!'Iner of the 

individuals or the a<lmlnlstratton but rather at the generality; 

at congress.~ 1mp11eo 1R iae Jl~Pal ,ronel:Hit. His argument 1s fair 

with no vitriolic acrimony. His understanding ot the matter 1s 

not insular but international. 

Among the details ~ parttcularly ~ torcetul is his argu-

2 
ment 1n regard to tribute. Though 1\ i• not original it has all 

l McMaster,QQ.cit.,calls attention to some of them in Vol.!II,pp. 
282,281+. 

2 P.68 rr. 



the value or betng so by being handled with unusual skill. When 

he speaks or the West Indian meroa.nt11e ·1nterests and the carry-

lng trade he 1S3 1n view ot the family interests 1n sh1pp1ng, 

speaking ae lt we»e author1tat1vely and his arguments therefore 

have a weight ~ they would lack from other sources. 

1 
one or his happiest hits is directed toward tlle argument that 

the embargo was to help the sailors. There 1s not a spar or rope 

iert when Brown has finished with $1•~.-g broadsides at that, 

~tnte" a~1J lliJ9R a 11at:ntrect eeean.' 

He•& aieo\ie find Erown taking the reader into his confidence 

more than ever before ~ presenting h1s tacts 1n a form and manner 

' 
milder than others we;e acmrnt 0 rnec to do in the press ot the . d~y. 

Truth is h1s aim and his work 18 an accomplishment of that aim. 

He wisely avoids ~ statistics tore ?Wea\~ the truths they 

illustrate bad al•ee.4y come to be abused by the orators or the day. 

2 
An aut-p1>1ograph1c touch may be !e'ltA' in the third section. ~• ~ea49'< 

1 p .16 .. 

•rha.t intercourse among men is useru1 1s a selt­
ev1~ent maxim. Alone,I am helpless,rorlorn,wretched. 
and must 'Perish. Give me another man to assist and 
commune with me,my condition is greatly improved;add 
to the number of my assoc1ates,and you add to the common 
benefit.• 

2 P.81'-. 



~ 
In 1heee old days ot wandering Brown learned only too well t~ 

truth ef tel.._ J.e m&j 'Be eeeQ Me W sought flM' t nat other man 

and found him and 1n turn had also round associates by means or 

clubs. The ending of this is as 111egtesl ss surprising. one would 

expect the associates to •add to my bener1t~ 18&ieaa ot tl'aQ . 'eemmcm 

t~ie iae\&Ree ta e~ee~tlonal. 

The structure · is not at all formal save in the Yel'Y ettpe1ttct~ . 

d1v1s1on into a preracet-~hree numbered heads and a supplement. 

The prerace~here called Introductory--treats or the Embargo 

in general and of the personal side or tt "!Mi. related to the author 

and his pol1t1cal position and ideals. Section I considers the 

~ (,.£i 
past and present Embargo,the ~ro aa4 eeR ot the present,1ts 

evasion and non-enforcement and the d1v1s1on 

question. section II ts mostly given up to a 

of parties on the 

l~~tty consideration 

of the Law or nations. Incidentally tribute and subm1ss1on,and 

England's sea ceftirol zrrRl supremacy are considered. section III 

~¢~""' 
oopa1aete human society and wages 1n general a.nd as applied to 

the Embargo and winds up with the consideration or China and the 

prospects of America. The supplement ca1ls attention to England 



vi 
and her practlse and poss1b111t1es 1R Pegar4 'e raising corn. 

~ 
The most otvious !ault of this part of ~rewn:'"- technique 1s 

~ft t~ feai that the first halt or section III would be better 

it !$ we•e added to other parts as extra sentences. The latter 

half 1s well deserving a separate section and could not be omitted. 

Bect1on II la too long :ro+he part it' plays Ht Jl11-•1 llil'@Wftt 

and needs condensation. The preface is ll&•~~necessary. Its points 

are re~peated 1n various rotms 1n other parts. The supplement ts 

1n ·real1ty an improper appendix. It would be all very well 'SIL. 

~ if the pamphlet were intended tor publication 1n England, 

~'J 
but it 1s not called tor here .aaa ~eee nothing to strengthen the 

argument. 

Contrary to his aaeai.wJte:RW4 staccato method the sentences are 

l 
sometimes so complex ~ the whole sense 1s clouded though the 

esseutial part ts clear. The use or similes is about as frequent 

as in the British Tre~ty but they are not so beautiful_hePe. With 

the exception ot 11 the stream we have turned away wt th our own 

2 
hands" which recalls the fountain whose Nwaters were so refresh-

ing" of the British Treaty and the •foreign 1ngred1ent in the 

1 The best exam~le 1s ~ page .87 near the bottom. 2 P.10. 



l 
cup• they are s1m1l.es or rtsk, violence and brutal1 ty. part.icularly 

' 
U.. Which 

appropr1ate""t'&. war. A characteristic oneAmight a:RaeP&&alefiiealJ.¥ 

~Hi-~~ 
have ~een...e1Rrse~e4 fr09 the American Note-books or _Hawthorne,reads 

•your precaution 1S or a kind practised by the: Hind.oos, 
who stab themselves on the threshold or the1r enemy,that 
their bloo<1, tall1ng there.,may entail disaster. on the 
tenant of the mansion.•2 

Another characteristic one is a repetition or that used tn 

3 
Konroe .•.a Embassy1 ltl uw tora&P l'Mf~&1: it reads: 

•ma11 ce and revenge that ~ ~ as dear as adders 
to the voice or prudence and caution.• 

"to whom avartce,or revenge, ••• give ~as cteat as 
ac1<1ers to the voice or any true decision.• ..:f 

This is o-f ..g&~re~ an adaptation from Psalm 58,verses 4 and 5. 

On page 73 

~ 
jumping into rivers and leaping over precipices &.Pe 1mpo tant a.-o 

~ 
The diction 1s notably lacking in BPewH'9 characteristic 

Latinisms;H!: fact 1~ Mi a very fair example or his latter day 

development,wh1ch we shall ttnd best shown 1n his American Register. 

~ 
What political result Brown achieved by ~ta pa.11ij3hl:&t is un-

l P.80. 2 p. 23. 3 P.4. 



.Q;lut., 
certain. It is quite J•l~atil!e \W.tlhere was no immediate one tor 

the reason that non-partisan arguments are seldom attended to by 

political bodies. At the same time it should be noticed that the 

repeal or the Embargo -aM came not long arter, lJ. Karch, so ~ he 

~~ 
may have had an influence which ha.R not ;yet lii&R acknowledged 1y-

• 

Not .M5k:8 intended tor the general pub;l.ic; 1n tact.«!' tilte •1~1e 

..iiieads ;aetn@t aclclresse<t to those who are supposed to have a special-

ized knowledge of the matter; its reception ~yih.e critics is not 

surprising. Its not going into another ec11t1on may be considered 

again.at it by$~me,and its failure to come to the notice ot his-

torians wttik 1mtf1oii&\ tel'ee 6a i'Be menttoneet. may be a fault 

of Brown's but is probably due to t he historians attempting 

subjects big enough for the lives of ten octogenerians. If any 

one ever makes a thoroughS:tuay or the Embargo pamphlets Brown's 

should meet its deserts and we venture to suggest it will be round 

~ 
se• ~r rrea the top ot the list. 

In the case of the British Treaty we found VM-t Brown•a work was 

favorably reviewed by John Lowell of Boston. At that ttme we 



ooIUlected with our study or Lowell's cr1t1ctam hie pamphlet or 

1810 entitled tne New England Patr1ot,etc., which made a strong 

contrast to lttown•s pamphlet in that 1t was many times more bitter. 

In the prese~t case we have a very similar ctrcumsta.nce in that 

the same John Lowell, this time anonymously,bad pFe~ietteZ,- published 

1n 1808 another political pamphlet which deals with the :nn.bargo 

and is entitled Anal.ysis or~ late correspondence between £Y!: 

administration~ Great Britain~ France with an attempt to 

l 
show what Y'.£. ~ Real causes ot t~ ra11ure Qt the negoc1at1on. 

A ~ notable example or 'Ute wel'lt& e~ the day is Bryant's 

Embargo which should be made accessible to and studied by all 

students or literary development. It is one of the strongest 

tirades ever written against Jefferson. The author accuses the 

President of all the usual moral turpitude claimed to be his by 

the Federalists. Though Brown had written indifferent couplet~ 

he ~id not write such doggerel as Bryant,who lived long enough 

to out-llve the rubbish he had written in his youth. 

In closing it ls hardly necessary to call attention to the 

1 Bo~toL,Russell and Cutler,printers,n.d.,dated and ascribed by 
Cush1ng•s AnonYfils. There :1lso wa.a a aupple ment of twenty-eigh t 
pagAa. Reprinted New Yor~ 1809 with p~rt o! the supplement in 
all m~k 1ng fifty-six pages. 
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relation or th1s work to Brown's lire. our study or 1t ha.s·,we 

believe,done more than could be emphasized here. The ract that~ 

~ 
~ 1e almost perfectly non-partisan, that we can here only call 

Brown mildly Federa11st1c at the most, that he expres&ed what he set 

out to write, is all in 1ts favor and quite removes our ideas of tts 

success from any cons1deratlon or what he may have made Congress do 

or what he prorited 1n dolrars and cents by 1ts publication. After 

~ 
reading '~e ~l!Mf!i'ftlet we eaaae~ ~lJ ~~~ believe ~ if the time had 

ever come tor Brown to seek the suffrages of his fellow citizens, 

though probably not to the top, still he would have gone high up 

the steps to prominence. At ~least we shoul~ expect he .would, to 

approprtate an expression or Burke's, •crawl from pamphlets into 

counsels•. 


