9£9/-85%/

4

S ww/

ogs -~ (Yv/ 3'97&!/

.
{‘
NG




VALERIAN,
-A NARRATIVE POEM:

INTENDED, IN PART, TO DESCRIBE

THE EARLY PERSECUTIONS OF CHRISTIANS,

' .. AND RAPIDLY TO
S

ILLUSIWE~ TgE,INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY

EN
L et

ON THE

MANNERS OF NATIONS.

BY FOHN BLAIR LINN, D. D.

LATE PASTOR OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATION, IN PHILADELPHIA,

WITH A SKETCH
OF THE

LIFE AND CHARACTER OF THE AUTHOR.

1Philavelphia,

PRINTED BY THOMAS AND GEORGE PALMER,

116, HIGH STREET.

TITLE PAGE OF LINN'S VALERIAN




(Illustration to be placed -

£ o7
tc face page lij b[{}}



1658
THE MEMOIR OF LINN'S VALERIAN
1805
During the early half of 1805 Brown published his most preten-
sious biographical work in the memolr of John Blair Linn. His

nbaitio a brothor—u = Low Wzl 43 ‘3(",
<onnection-with the subjeet

8 was the eb¥ious reason for his attempt~

4ng—mhat—wou1d.ozhexm1sALappear_xeriiable-ihaek—we¥k41 but his busi-

1
ness relations with the Philadelphia pubtlishers of Linn's Valerian,

a narrative poem had not a little to do with his selection as a bio-

grapher. From the view-point of the Palners,Browny—efallof Linnls

ba
Lriemds—and-acguaintaneey was possibly the most desiravle, for his
N\

reputation could te counted upon to command attention.

2
Trne reference to the “sacred modesty® which "forblds a surviving

friend to prune or retrench® any part of Linn's work would seem to

be

sugegest that Brewn had been asked to edit Valerian as well as to
introduce it tut the "judgment® mentioned was hardly so ¥frail” as
to lead nimk to attempt such an indiscretion.

Theugh 1t i3 offered to the public as an lmperfect and incomplete

1 The first book was reprinted in the Burlington New Jersey Rural
Visiter ir the numvers dated 3C July,6,1%,20,27 August,10,17
Septerter 1€1C. With the exception of puncetuation and one para-
graph division 1t is complete. '

2 P.xvi.
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work the preface by the author makes it clear that Linn . cdefeated

+H~hls purpose-—Ly—hie—+iinessy had done all he could

to the text of the three parts here published. True he
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noped to write more but what was posthumously published by Brown

- had had 1ts final revision at 1t3 author‘'s hands. & o Q‘k¢£1
Moat LR Lad ats ;u’m hdeles b,
~that tht&—;a-sa.is—a&ao made certaln-dy the’jperiodical appear-
x\
ance in Brown's Literary nagazine:6¥"fhree ifiiifigﬁg"aom—*t

: -1
adsl signed I.0.) The first entitled Artaban the Robber comprises

aiiij:mn
lines 339 to 358 and with many striking-and-noteworihy ohanges

L

Ch g 2
of the 11nes following from 380 to 388 and again with ehanges

or S35 1.

following up to 399, In some cases the revision is revolutionary

and many of the lines are not given in the book. All of them

should be studlied carefully by those interested in this particular

V&1aR 6W~9¢—
department of early American literary-work, Thid'instalment
A
appeared in the November 1803 number. The second emt+tied Alcestes
2 'Zw{‘f.

and Azora comprises lines 1 to 8 and 18 to 77 of Baxt I. ﬂ Som-

parison shows again a surprising amount of revision,rew lines
being glven not afterward used in the book,many lines-are com-
pletely altered and epitheta a®e hettered. It is important to
notice that this instalment appears in the same December 1803
number as Brown's edi¥or*s notice of the forthcoming boog}mhi&h
reads—as~rollowss

1 Vol.I,p.111.ff. 2

Sy Vol.I,p.192 fr.



| Glo

" We are’informed thie a Narra-
tive Poem built upon the early suf- .
ferings of theé Christians, and-in-
terided fto illustrate the influence of
Christianity on the mabners of na~
tions, may shortly be expected from
a pen, with which t'-.pe public are
already acquainted. R

1
The third selection is entitied the Boar Hunt and the Combat and

Geolt

compris‘é’% lines 136 to 300 of Pew® III. This appears in the January

1804 number and has only a few unimportant alterations. Having
e a i e o e B
trie on the public, nothing further
10a thegs-thseq mndeed—o0actinsg on the publlc, nothing

Wwa [”
3eeus—to-hawesween done with the—peem until/after L&mlydeath .
L hg

A prospectus was 1ssued Sew-this-Work,as mentioned in Brown's

letter of 8 December 1804 to William Linn,but ne-<eopy¥—of it has ko‘lL7
Condd [ 2t

been found. If it werq perhaps weme new light might be shed on
&lvjaep. JC
the book and 1n of th=t we Bhall hawe~30 derive ewsr inform-

ation from other scattered sources. The most important detail

which we should like to supply i3 whether Brown or Linn wrote the

prospectus. FMLMWGZ& &-&‘ It L "yw{lbf“ hove

AM\‘;‘, @;c_\:\"goixo 3 L.d‘l-buukr'«\_ 1904 amg
Poulson's American Dailly Advertiser ef—ble@ 19th. 0T November
: .QJU%
S = announce/% the work as proposed so it 13 prebs®Ie the prospectus
R N |
was 1ssued at—that—&ime
AN

The death of Linn was a seavere shock to all the family an® they

asnVol.I,p 268 fT.
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did not bear it in silence. Samuel Blair,his kinsman,had the
1
fortitude to preach the funeral sermon from which Brown probably

derived assistance. One of Linn's sisters,probably Brown's wife,

wrote a couplet elegy on his memory which also appeared ln‘Hﬁj

2
Brewn’*s Literary Magazine, se—shel—itl-would—seen-gquiternratural

$hat_the man—-ef-tetters Wit marrtet—inmtotie—famiiy-should
—become—theorftctad—ttographerr
Wt k*'b24khﬁhf ,
‘Perkaps Brown's position wcglﬁ—&ppear to give him as severe
a handicap as the others labored under; but it was not to result
80. While he uméoubtedly was surrounded by mourners and asxbheugh
he-wag a friend of the deceased he came to this work not only
prepared to make o it a notéble thing better tnén any other
connection of the family could havé adone ®wt he had something
more of a stimulus to excellence than an affection forﬁhfﬁ author.
Brown's brother-in-law was more than usweddy notable in his day.
He was born at Shippensvurg (Newville) Pennsylvania,l¥4 March 1777
and was graduated from Columbia College in 1795. For a time he
studied l1law under Alexander Hamilton but socon renounced the pro-
fession and turned to a study of theology under Dr.Derick Romeyne
2 Vol.IV,p.318. 1 Vol.II,p.554% ff. 1t was revised for
James Hardie's Blographical Dictionary Vol.IV,Appendix pp.1l-7

New York 1805. It is notable for its omission of Lirn's con-
nection with the theatre.
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1 ol
of Schenectady. He was sought by more than one soclety bu¢ was

ordained co-pastor of the First Presbyterian Church at Philadel-

2
phia in June 1799, and—éied—in-31864. Alden's Epltaphs gives the

inscription from the Philadelphia tombatone:

“Yo the memory of John Blair Limnn,D.D. late pastor of
this church,who died 30 August,1804,aged 27 years,Dis-
tinguished as a poet,an orator,a scholar,and a divine;
beloved as a husband,a father,a son,and a friend;as a
minister revered;grateful affection hath erected this
monumental stone. Precious in the sight of the Lord 1is

The usual encyclopaedias and bilographies give 1lists of Linn's

ot X

publications but fone mentioﬁ?éhe Poetical Wanderer, (W.Y.,

1796) attrivuted to him by Cushing's Anogxmsﬁoakthe poems and

criticiam which he coniributed to Brown's Literary Magazine under

fitee,

the initials of I.0. ef—whieh—feet Due notice will ve taken in
our study of the edi-teat-Wodit—of—tim$d periodical.

Brown's memoir to Valerian, entitled ¥a sketch of tné life ana
character of the author* covered twenty-two pages,set genérously
feal€d 1n a size of type small for a quarto page. It is approx-

inately ten thousand wordsa,the usual extent of similar memoirs

prolixed—to—gimilar-bHooks of the day.
braguo bhsn

The title-page gives no name of tneA and the means of

1 His 132 April 1799 letter to John B. Romeyne says he had a call
to Flizabethtown at 53200 and parsonage. Philadelphia offered
$1300 with promise of increase. ,

2 N.Y.,1814,V0l.I,p.168. Second editien [./72.

v NA A N 0 vyl st
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identifying him is 4R Brown's three initials at the end.

Starting with a few detalls of #%& ancestry,Brown follows the
conventiona—pd& of noticing his virth,nis precocious youth,his
extended education,his study of law under Adesander Hamilton,his
dramatic compositions,his clerical training unde: Dr.Romeyne,
his entrance into the ministry at Albany,his call to Philadelphia,
his marriage to Hester Balley,his children,hls prose and poetical
publications,his failing health and his early death. The conclusion
comprises letters from his friends Dr.Romeyne and Alexander McLeod
and a summary of ‘b8 character as a preacher and poet.

As a memoir qmainly-blographitealdythe work 18 well done. Of—the
Biograpnical dictionaries and works of h\similar character even
{r-the—oasesa—of those which have appeared since Brown's memo1ir,

was—publtshed not ene equal\ it in thoroughness_ eof—detail. Waad

o

_ap9lLe8_mal1—xe—4&ﬂﬂr«nn9r1ﬁ?ihﬂnnrﬁs§—Thefeﬂgg&:¥11&&3—9¥+éenﬁ

atrtenpt—mat—aetual literary criticism in Brown's handling of the
b

works of Linn. What might pass for ewritietsm are emd¥ generalized

statements,such as “the poem closes with a concise view of the

1 The authorship wa3 a matter ol doubt to Aldsn in his FEpitaphs,N.Y.,Sccand
Editien K 1814,Vol.I,p.172,where n2 adds a aote "The 1late Charles B.3Browne
is supposed to ©e the author oi the much admired 1life of the amiavlg
pious,and eloguent doctor Linn." Evidently Alden had not seen the book.
4 + v a) 3 h 3
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progress of genius® etc.,some of which have merit considerably
above mediocrity”,“the merit o’f’&us performance* and the customary
outline, ef=tbRo~-Wori, In these particulars it recalls the reviews

Brown wrote for his American Review and Literary Journal. It 1is

only when he has given the closing scene of Linn's 1life that he

approaches what—$+s8 real criticism. He—s8ays<

Y All his performances, however, candour compels us to ;
consider as preludes to future exertions, and indications of future excellence. While :
their positive merit is considerable, they are chiefly characteristic of the writer, by |
suggesting to us what might have been expected from him, had Providence allowed

[ 1)
him a longer date. =~

As-e._naye seem, Brown had previously given quite thorough

reviews of Linn's works in his various editorial capacities and

undoubtedly he now felt semewhad restrained by hi3 affinity se.

bron. g

tﬁs&—he—d&d—ne-t——&hfﬁ:—-ﬂ—w&ps%—%e—go beyond blographical details

and general summaries of Linn's works. The Poem on the Deat n of

2
Washington had been noticed in the Monthly Magazine. 1In the

2
American Reviaw Shdebltitéraly-Joudnad wWe—fowsd Brown reviewfg\-g the

first edition of the Powers of Genius and the next year in the same

4
magazine he #&4 reviewed the second edition, ef~3he—same~Work. When

1 P.xxi. 2 Vol.II, 307 It 15 iateresting to compare Brewmets Ha
men‘-;ion 7 - . : in this memoir
10 the raview v-ﬁ-)-t Bro N und-e-ub-te-d—L,n wrote for "hils xonthly Maga-—
g}_r;_e__;or April 1800,v.307.

% Apl.,May,June 1801. 4 Qet.,Yov.,and Dec.,1802.
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We eome~4e study the Literary Magazine we shall find in one of the

1
Visitor essays which we shall ascrive to Brown, Linn's 1life and

work briefly alluded to with pralse. -Appeventiy-the—lack of extsnded
erittetsoere—was—as—the—titie—indteates—rneot—onty—a-part—of—the—pian.
of—the—nuthor—bvutumier—the—cireunstances—was—5ecL38ary,
P crtiead

Despite tits deficliency Brown hat~ii-pasidlhg—giwen an admiravle
plcture of ®ke poetic temperament though there again the—wori—is
general in nature, amd~—sighrt—lust—os—weir—imve—peenr—appried—to—any
o081 . However,the picture is one that bears repeated examination and

anQoQ

L 18 not out of place even though it méghszelbetter/exnibited in
Co@ot-ton—with 3 person pé@essing more universal genius, teasel-inn—dbd,

A significant omission of commant even ef-i generilized ermwresar

2
may ve found in the menticn of Lirn's Bourville Castle. We know Brown

-heé-ne%—a_liLLle_n2:&3§Et£n—£;;£:££;;;25;\co;;;;;;;\ai and wrote out

the parts for tre players. For that reason we are doutly interested in

Bourville Castle.andlave nadg_sere—attermiioSiad-lRe—pday . Hers

wnere we might naturally

expect more information we have failed and have had to content

1 Literary Magazire,Vol.III,p.%69.
2 P.viii. Smitnh records reading it 28 Fevruary 1796.
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ourselves with the notlces found in the Minerva newspaper of 1797.
A similar fault is to be found in a break in the continuity of
the blography. Brown was at a 1088 when he came to wasbe—ef Linn's
youth and the reading he pursued when a minister.«hﬁﬂbaﬂuh4uh4uu5
Sl lthodo=tine s 0 Bl L1y P Y—-RO-t—0RLF-RoLnade .

wlear—mt-noteven—mentioned.

Mqu Av#adad omission which escaped Brown[* nredt4ee 13 to be found
only by reading the verse itselr, There we find ewme—o$ Brown's
favorite methods of narratiogiewhich should have had an unusual
interest to and appeal rop niféyin Ne—ta64 that the story 1is a
tale within a tale,Valerian being the narrator secondary to the
author.

o/ The Priestley controversy 1s another case in point aa-d—-ts.not(ﬂu‘.7
elaborated as it might be,especially when Linn was so much ab-
sorved 1in religious work. Brown's lack of information em—thad

on Yas
pariiounlar-theological-d4apute handicapped him keregand—it~—is

ppeoba-be he d1d not consider the controversy sa important, as—te

Jeeartrr—mteresdLor us i3 in the—per&&iei—e#—%he—Pe&es%&ey;4$s=_~
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SRE-OR—F A AR G L RO LT L SRS~ LR et in,
Occasionally we find complicated sentences so t+hat we are

forced to conclude the work was done hurridly. Linn died 30

August 1804 and the memoir was not published until some time arfter

the new year so $het—Brown-andeubteddy had time to do it carefully,

attheugh he did have a lot of literary work o;i;andﬁ.

An example of ®®e haste adepdeyed 18 shown in the inconsistency
of the statement that he gave up all ambition when he assumed
his clerical duties; The memoir goes on to say thkat he wrote
and published verses while a minister. The truth of the matter
was as Brown knew only too well, Linn held faithfully to his
literary ambition, especially in the poetical department,tnrough-
out his exteRal-changes—dd life.

However this and other details thed-g2e2m_t1o-be due to & hurry

\

apply mostly to the handling of the material and not at all to

[}

Ygemowa
the length of the weriss Had Brown been accustomed to repeated
l‘:‘_
revision there is little doubt thai-—the—memedr would have been

ek shorter and had he been given time to recover from the painful

end of his rftriend it—eeeme~bthal the death scenes and details would
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have moved more rapidly,hadt-they—wouldt—Tot—tmve—pxited—en—the,
rea.-de-r—a-s—e-hey—new—éodd other more interesting parts would

have been developed. However the speed of the composition has

b

its value in that it stamps it with its character se—that—en-

. * e
he—wheie—~thenarrative mov‘ég under an—uanePrdng destiny tadeins—on
#he semblance of X tragddy. '

The model of Wis—ehazacter—etworkyes the memoirisp’is PR,

Jonnson's Lives of the Poets and of course Brown's work falls
far below the perfect Dryden,el-—these—immertal-e38aye~, lacking
its breadth and thoroughness and elegance,but it hardly descends
to the level of the superficial ~e&n Pomfrep.

At a later period which Brown a.ntédated S0 ®hal he was unable

to study them as models ScottSin-his Blographical Memolrs el

8, only excelled

thiswori—eo< Brown's because of the greater repute of the subjects

he choaek}e—meﬂe-rtsttte\ Had he written Linnt's life he would not

1
have improved it;as witness the memoir of John Leyden which in

character 18 the nearest related to Brown's of any Scott wrote.
2

The one on Robert Bage i1s as far beneath Brown's as Johnson's

1 Fdinburgh,1834,Vol.1I,0.137 ff. 2 Ivid,,Vol.I,p.441 ff.
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Ponmfretl. and-—wat—prodabiy—Leottis—towesrt—teved—in-this -class—oLl

—Aterary—conposittom
Two very interesting eenismperaly notices of this memoir have

been selected from all those found. The first,already referred to,

)

&n—a-:oo%—nvﬁc\is in the literary intelligence in-$e8eph lennie's

Portfblio feBwbde 3rd. of November 1804. Hrresdsw

pieasure t}hat pr
" Joha Conrad" and
by subscnp'xon."

signed, ib part, toillustraté the efects of religion
on the manners of barbarous. nations.3LAn ad:
ditional value is conferred on' this posthumous
work, by the prormse of a Biography of its amia-
- ble and ingenious author. This we know will
bs written by a Man of Letters, abundamly well
qualified for the task, and not only intimate with,
the deceased Poet, but with all the beauties of
- fine writing. . -We wish Lhis work brxlhant suc-
‘cess, because we have always viewed the cha-
/racter of the author with respect, and because
the profits of the publication are destined for his
bereaved family; who, from merit, as well as from
- misfortune, are entitled to the benevolence of
every liberal spirit. ,

o t———— e - —

A8 in other instances Dennie 4did not allow the matter to rest

there. In 1809 he -ewidentiy thought it worthy of resurrection and

2
reprinted 1t in the Portfolio.

The second e-lhe—sonlonporaiy noticef may be found in the Monthly

Anthology and Boston Review for June 1807. It rather tardily pro-

1 The M1l title r=ads sow=wvail lifferently..
DA A BN e DA .
2 JTANUAry,00.21-29;720TU Lrv DV.129-134;aren,pp.195-203, Unfor-
tunata2ly for tha ~ditar!s purposg of prosarving tne mewolr, in
snn? ¢oples four pigs3,22-23 nl 26-27 wara left out in the
mix= up of the miwiiinr.
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tests the publication of the work. I-n—aega-re—-e-o’ﬁe memoir 1t
merely spoke of 4% as dedng gratifying to the rfriends of the
deceased,and with a few exceptions,which we wish Gardiner had
stated,well written,--which surely is damning with falnt praise.
The truth appears to be +hat the reviewer was a&ery unwilling

servant in the matter. According to the records of the Anthology
ok

society the—sowiew—oft¥zlerTian was first assigned to hr.,'rnaeher

and later :to Fehn Gardiner who offered the review on 21 May 1807.

Www—m
wei—vhe—lteasi_lupartanti—parts—of~the-pubii-eation.

WMM%IH pleasing contrast ‘b&_

unsigned
Lhats—paiggi-ihness we have the mention of it in the,memoir of Brown

1
in the Goodrich Boston 1827 edition of Wieland.

" 3n the year succeeding his
marriage, he commemorated the virtues and abilities of his
departed friend, Dr. J. B. Linn, the brother of his wife, in
one of the most elegant and interesting biographical sketches,
with which we are acquainted. It is, indeed, in our appre-
hension, a model of its kind. The facts, though few, are
judiciously arranged, and the character is gradually and dis-
tinctly developed with singular correctness and felicity."”’

Of course we should remember 4#a% this notice was written vy
Brown's wife,the 8ister of Linn,and it3 enthusiastic praise is

1l P.xix.
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therefore not te—be—seriousliy-ecrsidered—as—an lmpartial, eridtioism,
At the same time it 1s real criticism. But Brown's wife was not

beok

the only one to receive the werk favorably. Samuel L.Knapp,a

1
writer of seed taste and genius if not of popularity has claimed

o was
the—~worl—a8 superior to most writings of the kind. Continuing he

8ays:

“Brown excelled in drawing characters,and his subject
was full of romantic beauty. The melancholy of the mind
and imagination of both Brown and Linn 1s slightly in-
corporated in the coloring of the picture. The light
falls upon it as passing through the painted glass of
a gothick window into the chancel of a monastery,throw—
ing a religious solemnity over the group of the paint-
ing,and the artist,and all the scene around them.*

On the whole the work has few of Brown's usual faults of language.
The only obscure sentence is to be found near the end where former
and latter are confused,and while some Latinisms are present they
are not se obtrusive.as—tﬁ—otheTFinsﬁaneee~

One of the notadle unliterary characteristics of this work 1s
the sameness of ee=x¥ain detalls in the 1life of Linn and Brown.

Both showed early literary tendencies,both were tutored to become
lawyers,both had reserved natures,both renounced the law, fer—very
similarreasens\both had touches of melancholy,both travelled for

health,both died of consumption,and both dled young,one at twenty-

1 Lectures on American Literiture,¥N.Y.,1829,p.132.
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nine,the other at thirty-nine. That the more fortunate of these
two unfortunates should write the only account of any length anad
of any pretension of the other not only demanded a real interest
devfﬁ-
in his subject but also a great deal of hereism,especlially 1f
o

Brown knew when he was writing this—memeixr that he himselfl would
in all probability die a similar death.

Faint traces of Brown himself may be found especilally in the
excellent digression on the advantages &#at youth $mbibes 1n a

{EEEEET—;;qtﬁs country and in the accurate and painful details of

2 death by consumption. That he allowed his personality to creep

into the memoir but not to assert itself too strongly 1s perhaps
*

the most remarkatle thing about the—wesk,and takes it out of the

ream~e+ ephemeral literature to which 1t ebwieusiy—but—med

wo
realty |belongs|any morejthan Scott's memoirs wadssten for Ballan-

Hee
digress-
ion on country lifey/The excuse for inserting/ & 1is Ffeund—in—giving

A

tyne's Novelist's Lidbrary.

e

the account of Linn's early life,but our interest 1is -mestiy—4in

the-faet that it 18 a spontaneous outburst of Brown's own feeling

and as such deserves gquotation.

l Ppolv-v.
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" Fortunate is that man who has spent any part of his early years af 4 country |
school. In youth, every object possesses the charms of novelty ; care and disease
have as yet made no inroads on the heart, nor stained. that pure and bright medium,
through which the external world makes its way to the fancy. The noise, the filth,
the dull sights and unwholesome exhalations of a city are, in consequence of this en-
chantment, ever new and delightful to the youthful heart ; but how much }'sshgv*plea.
sure heightened, when the objects presented to view, and by which we are su'n'ounqsd;
are in themselves agreeable ! There is something in the refreshing smells, the
the quiet, th&Boundless prospects of the country, congenial to the temper of*human ;
bemgs, at all ages ; but these possess ineffable charms at that age, when the joints are x

firm and elasnc, when the pulse beats checnly, and no dark omens or melancholy
retrospects invade the imagination. To roam through a wood with gay companions, |
to search the thicket for blackberries, to bathe in the clear running brook, are plea-‘
sures which fill the memory with delicious images, and are frequently called up to

’ aﬂ'ord a httle resplte to the h hea.rt from the evils of our subsequent experience.

The reader cannot fail to feel the almost classical pastoral
quality of that. While not as perfect a specimen as it could bve
made to be by a few alterations 1t 18 a very creditabvle piece of
rythmic prose and many a better known name than Brown's might

gladly receive it as an added grace.
Linn attended Princeton college but Brown at avout the same
time in 1ife had had no such good fortune as to go to any insti-

tution of higher learning. For that reason his expression of the

1
importarice of pne critical age in life 1s interesting aside from

its application to Linn.

_ ‘_“‘ The ensuing four years were active and important ones. The moral and intel-‘:
lectual dispositions, which men may possibly bring into the world with them, become!
fixed and settled, and receive their final direction at this age. When the appetites are’
vigorous, the senses keen, and the conduct regulated by temper and passion, rather
than by prudence and experience, we are most alive to all impressions, and generally
take that path which we pursue for the rest of our days. It was during this periodl
that Mr. Linn’s taste was formed ; and though his moral and professional views under-}
went considerable changes afterwards, the literary inclinations which he now xmblbed,l
or unfolded, continned to adhere to him for the rest of his life. " ]

1 P.v'



Fortunately for Brown a like inclination for literary work had

guided him.

In other places We may deiXe somewhat into the speculation of

1
Brown's part in the theatre in New York,bul here we find him

considering the matter in relation to Linn's life in a manner
that has a double interest for us. We only need to substitute

the name of Brown for Linn and the following extracts will be

Just as true.

" In a city where there is an established theatre, a young man, smitten with a
passion for letters, can scarcely fail of becoming an assiduous frequenter of its exhibi- |
tions. Plays form a large portion of the fashionable literature of a refined nation.
The highest powers of invention are displayed in the walks of dramatic poetry ; and what .
the young enthusiast devours in his closet, he hastens with unspeakable eagerness to be- .
hold invested with the charms of life and action on the stage. At that period, some :
performers of merit had been recently imported from Europe, the theatre was, in an |
eminent degree, a popular amusement, and Mr. Linn was at that age when the enchant-
ment of such exhibitions is greatest. The theatre accordingly became his chief :
passion.

S

To austere and scrupulous minds, the theatre is highly obnoxious, not only as
hurtful in itself, but as seducing unwary youth into collateral vices and undue expences.
On this account, such establishments are certainly liable to much censure. Whether
reasonably or not, mankind have always annexed some disrepute to the profession of
an actor ; and hence no one will give himself to that professign, who cherishes in
himself any lively regard for reputation. The odium with which any profession is
loaded, even though originally groundless, has an unfortunate tendency to create an
excuse for itself in the principles and manners of those who adopt it. To make men
vicious, little more is necessary than to treat them as if they were so. ! ;

In regard to the practise of law ke found in Linn the same
experierce that he himself had had. It should be remembered that

Brown was six years older and he had faced the provlem two years
1l P.vi.
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earlier in nis 1lirfe so that Linn's struggle wi-th—the—same

d4-£8ieulty came abeud eight years arfter Erown's.

ﬁm;\(rq'{

one—ef the most interesting copgék of the book which has come
1

verfore the public is that with Elizabeth Linn Brown's name on
the title-page. Not being accessible we do not know if it was
a presentation copy from Brown. The catalogue ef—the—Poloeik—eale
speaks of it as if it were -+n her handwriting.

After eomne-had—oensidered certain noticeavle details of this

kel

work it is of importance to remember that it is prebabie Brown
did his part of Valerian mesd$dy as a labor of love. It could

&

hardly be possible he received -ani pay for the—memetr; rfor,

as the(Totice tr—vhe portfolio) #ed said, the profits of the

work were to go to the indéigent widow and children and any charge
of Brown's would have made smaller what was already too small.
How many copies were sold we do not know. The Portfblio of 1809

found it not at all a commonly rfound booOk.

2
Besides tn@t}eprint in Dennie's PortFolio e£—3869 samuel Hazara

thought the memoir of sufficlent value to bve reprirted in the

rd
second volume of his Reglster of Pennsylvania. The details of

1 No.5%95 in the Polock sale 9-1C March 1904 at Philadelphia.
2 January 1809,pp.21~9,Fetruary pp.129-34 and ¥arch pp.195-203.
Z Vol.II,27 September 18628,pp.171-3 and 4 Qctober pp.l78-82.
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these two reprirts 1s a matter pieeipaddy of TLibdliography.
This memoir is a narrative of personal interest. In the study of
Linn's character we can often see Brown as a friend scarcely velled
8o that we nave an intimate estimate.tn—whieh.bost of the literary
faults are urdoubdeddy due to the fact that author and subject were
related by m;rriage. Tre good points are too prominent to be unnoticed
or velittled,and among them the digressions are its master-strokes.

They considerably lighten what would otherwise appear depressing.




