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CHAPTER XXIII 1309 

THE DULLEST OF TRADES 

1800 Aetat.29 

AW!-~~ 
fl.This year when Browri was editing the Monthly Magazine and Revel 

Jtti ~tid "r..w<4 ~ ~ KO ~~~at.. 41ctit~ 7~ ~ 
writing as a sort of embrotderyAhe seam& 'e 8aue teunt 1ttle time 

A. 

to wrt~'fj{etters. Whether the three which have survived '•P ¥8 are 

all,it is impossible to know but it is probable ~~tA~• Y•~r 
~--tr~~l ·vt;- -.,.;~I. Q~ IN4fl ~~l 

are missing }eeaweie his reputation was t.Qo tl•••Y established to 

lead any recipients to ~them. 
~ 

r.etters asking for patronage for a. perioc1ical Nlillei Seem 'e ~e a. 

part of thP. business of conducting one; too often they are of little if 

any literary value and with most writers they seldom,..1-' eva.r.,..are of 

any~ere St,-~ o grap ~~ 8 ~ P&J. , tQ :i: UIP • l mp l e J;P§ISQP t Aai l lioa,y 

t&G PC1lj'Pi' lUJ! hag !he apppgrt p.P rt pzospecttve sabec1u,.r.._rn Brown's 

present case we have a.n interesting exception for the letter which 

follow~~ a=. aC'lUaintance
1 

\Ill th 1tie.. pQl'SQll ~ ~ in -

.pai'ti,wla"C.+the postscript,~• eu,;a1Ri wtiut ts distinctively literary. 

maJ&il'isaJ.. I~ "i ~ Q 
1 

(:2Qa•oa~ Wm.. P. Beers,Esq.,Attorney at Law,Albany.) 

New York (Wednesday) Feb'y 12,1800 
2 Dated from the end o::· the letter. a~~~ 
l Willtan, Pitt Beers wa.s "Lorn at S~ratford,Conr..,~ gr. a.ted from Ya.le 

'--- 17ti5/ke studied law with '.L'3.I.pirs)teeve,.settled at~- any,was appointed 
Attorr1ey for trle Nortr.ern District of' ~iew York 1801) 'lnd Clerk of 
Albany County ~(18lr}. i•re ·cl1¥s. J :J .. ter '1le died _ t the residence of 
his f~ther-in-law in Fa1rf1eld,Conn. 11eav1~g a widow and four sons 
one of whom graduated from Union Col ege in 1812. 
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Dear Sir 
I a.m sorry that the first time I should have 

the plea.sure of addressing you,should be,in some sort,, 
soliciting a tavor,and imposing on you trouble, but you 
have the goodness to excuse me. . 

The inclosed paper contains the conditions of a pub
lication .. which it is presumed will be,at _this time, 
generally acceptable. Will you·bestow a moment's atten
tion on it? If you ~hould think tt worthy ot your sub
acr1ption,and that ot any of your friends you will 
particularly obltge the compiler,who is,at the same time, 

Yours respectfully 
Charles .B • .Brown. 

Permit me to present you my thanks tar your oration~l 
I have perused it with much pleasure,a.nd only wish for 
the honor of our country,tllat most of those eulogies 
which have been delivered on the same occasion were 
equal to yours in merit. ' 

;;_ w~ <r-b~--T 1-o ~ 
The Washington oration mentioned was~ell and favorably reviewed~ 

- ~ .-z. 
most probably by .Brown himself--!n .a.rs Monthly Magazine ~ 1\iftePieQ,Jl 

~ 
Review the criticism ending with a summary like ~§&~ iR the postscript 

~ ~~,~ 
to that letter. I+ la 1a1st~le Beers read or heard Brown's Monody on 

!L 

Washington spoken by Cooper on 2~ December 1799,for his oration has 

a similar cl1n;.ax 1n !. ~a .aecon1 para.gr:3.ph. Aa a. piece of documentary 

evidence of Brown•s a1ncerity to~ard those to whom he wrote, th~ 

rt.(t.~ +a~ 
postcr1pt might ~v~ il.wn 

0... 7 r:rt4.. 
letter ts ~ or ~Ai >;aa1 ef exa.mplef. Th~ 

dash 
a clever"of flattery to clra.w n. 3-..ibscr1pt1on,but with :Brown is was 

his sin~ere opinion. 

1 It 1.3 raprlnt~1 1r~ Ho..._1gh 1 .a wa.sh1_ngtoni.~!1.::\ 1 Roxb11ry,1a65,v.'.)1.II, 
p.69 ff., in th~ note to which Brown's critlcLAm is crel~ted to 

2 ~~~oir~P:~~1 ?-~~;z!.;-~~ ~4~1 ~ \,£,. ~ ~ ~ ~ . 
lv.-~c.l . 



1'7<11- ~ ... at \'7.'i3- . 

Evidently :seers was one of the old acquaintances of Brown,1t 

" '...1-l-$- u \ lk. 

being probable that they were made acquainted by ~1g~,who latQr 

w--J. ~ ~lrt- ~~ ,<l ~? \Jt"" e_ .. ~ 1 

lodged at Beers• house when on ~is Journey to Whitestown. Yr. 

and Mrs.Beers were remembered in June 1806 by Brown in his letter 

to his sister-1n-law,and Yrs. Beers called at the Linns• house 

2 
about 16 J'une 1806 when Brown was there seeking a rest and restor-

ation of his failing health. 

The next letter is principally literary and contains considerable 

of importance. It refers briefly to the difficulties attending 

the publication of the Monthly Ma.gazin~;to.the temporary suspension 

of Stephen Calvert: it gives his brother's criticism on Edgar 

Huntly and promises amendment of the faults noticed;and it 

comments on the condition of literary work in the United States. 

3 
Dunlap gives it as follows: 

TO JAMES Bl\OWN: ---- --- --._ --. """I 

New York, (Wednesday 2, ) 
DEAR BROTHER, . . 5 . 
l' received your letter and the volumes, by Mr. D.:.,but 1 

not till several days after he received them from you, ·.in · 
consequence of a stop which he made at Woodbridge · ~d 
P~h Amboy. It is_ a source of s~me __ ~~wet that M. is 

l Dwight 1 3 Tr2vel~ 1 Vol.III,p.202. 
2 see .Browr .. 's letter to his wife d:i ted 1 7 June 1806. 
3 Vcl.II,.p.99. 
~ Dunlap. 
~ Hugh Maxwell. 

April,1800.4 

~ The "yesterd3y" o:r the secr;nd par3.gr'.l.ph indicates tr.e date of the 
letter as probably the 2nd.. 



~o -~uctantanddila~ory~~.-.tliefulfiilnent of s pro~~ _ 

~iit, ~wance~ ~ust be ~~~-[~is_ i?1i~en;e ~n ~~e J 
and.his sanguine and pro~~spositiott'l>n tlie 0 - - _.:.,·_ 

-~ste~~y the due number of copies of number _ _ _ ~:or 
the ~zine was put on board ~e stage ~or your city; ~here 
I hopcfthey have seasonably amved. This once the p~te:rs 
have ·}.~~n ~ole~ably punctual, and, he~eaft~rf I ~ave re:'i'o?:_to 
think \h_# *1tey will be regular and exi~t m their publi~1ri.On• 
-~ know_hJ\V much depends upoti -'pwictuantY and ~~~ty~ 
land noiliiD ~ shall be.\tantio ' on m ' arr)<:J'o'{. .... - -'4~~i - ·_ -

, . - f_.:lf.lV'~'};t:m;: I tho~gti~::!~'-goo~. ~ohfot·,t. _- - --
; su!ipeii!lfon'6t.fitli~rt.~lf~~~~ :iri-the ens~tni:' ._ -
~ sumed,-1'ahti;'"( hope not. ~gain checked 'iii itil;. cb ~ -~ ftk 

oul'Se bC ~nished. _- _ -· - - - ':iJ:.'/;l-c-':•. 
~~~ y ()~' remarits \ipon ~!ti "gfoominess and out:.of-~~~-1 
, cl'e~.ti"of: Huntl/y. if they :be 'not jU~t. in the~r f~ll · e~t~~-1 
. di'u~,~~ss,~_such .as. most r~~ders ·. w1_ll make,_ whic\a.J~e~~ ;a I 
:,suic1en~ teas-on for clroppmg the doleful tone and, ass~g_ a , 
I ~Ff~~ one, or, at l~ast substituting molal ca~t.(:·~~4~~aify:' 
· incidents in place of the prodigious or the sin~ar: '(S1haU 
;pot falJhereafter into that strain. Book-making, asy6,)i·ob- · 
'. serve, ts the dullest of 'all trades, ~nd the utmost that.iany 
' American can look for, in his native cou~try, is to b~ r;e:.im- i 

burse,d his unavoidable expenses. ; " '.f. _ ' j 
I know not whether the advantageous publicatfon of Mer~ ; 

~ vyn (th-e st:quel of it) can be brought about in this city,-but'I 
shall have it done in the \vay you mention; The salelihili- · 
ty of' D.iy wo~ks will ~uch, pep en~ upon th~ir popularity in : 

. _England, whither Car1tat has earned a considerable number : 
of "Wieland, Ormond'fand Mervyn. 

Adieu, 
\ 

C. B. !)., 1 

13].Z. 

A study of Ed.gar Huntly and the Monthly Magaztn~ will show how 

5 
Brown took the advice of James in the matter of the prodigious 

and singular. Though he prob1.bly had no choice in the matter,he 

shoula not have listened to James• criticism of Edg~f ~~tlY--1t 

1 MarchtNo.III o: Vol.II of the ~onthly ~~gazine. 
2 Mo~!_!l1Y M3.g3..?1z-.e,vo1.rr.r..1r:. h1.ds3.1a. it-would be tedious to the 
rea~er to gtve :he reasons. 

3 It was resumed 11:. the en.suing nurr.ter--April. 
4 Crp.on!l was giver. :ci. new t~alf-t1tle,t.1tle,3.nd fin:1l p:ige by 11.ne 

and 1~sued in 1800 as printed ~t the ~inerva Press. 
5 In 1800 James lived at 119 south Second street. 
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lead him away from what had given him fame--if not fortune--to the 

poorest product of his pen. It lost for h1m the enchanted kingdom 

of romance and JUbstttuted a Circean banquet before driving him on 

to the barren plain of the realistic novel. Had he been of a sterner 

nature--h3d those eyes steeled instead of softened or suffused with 

tears he would never have had cause as he did this year to renew his 

dejected disappointment. The fa.m1ly,saturated with money matters, 

business people if you will,surely mired of ll~mmon,won the field by 

starvation as they always do and S3cr1ficed the best of Brown's genius 

for a miserable mess of potage. 
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1 

some time in the summer ot 1800 Joseph,Brown's eldest brother, 

paid a v1e1t to the members of the fa.m1ly,stopp1ng at Phil-

adelphia and Princeton,New Jersey,where his sister Elizabeth 

having married had her home. Brown was possibly in New York ~t 

t~e time Joseph was in Philadelphia for he went to Princeton to 

meet Joseph and on his way stopped with friends at New Brunswick. 

2 
According to Dunlap Joseph wanted Brown to return to North 

Carolina with him 11but 11 says Brown •1 am reluct'l.nt to comply. I 

know not why,scarc~ly. Seldom less hapyv th~n at present. Seldom 

. 
has ~ prospect been a gloomier one. Yet it may shine when least 

expected • 11 

1 J0~r..-;h • .!r::.1 tt EroNn W1.S tr,rn 16 Octct'"'r 1763. H·- '"'ng1.f?d tr. 
~ rc~Lt~l~ tus1~~ss ~n1 ~ftarw~rd bsc1.~n l r~sident cf Korth 
:1r01:r~. F~ is said to hiv~ ~1.rr1,..,d 1.n A,H~rrison of Upp0r 
IrmiorJ, :-0 rfcl.!:, Vi rgini:l, U".,1 r.-.1.d two <1'3.Ught er s tot h r, f Hillsboro, 
::;-o:rt:r. C lrr)l1r ... :i.,Jm · Eunt r ·t.n'1 .:-::1ry :El1Z1.betl1 wr~o :::irrit:°"d 3. 
S·~.:t'.. .. i".Cc'J.::lir.g to E3.rle:F.o:fi~ !-ife_ ir.. .Q..r-~lon1a._l._.:P3-Y_?,:l.Y., 
1893,t;:.ll.i- t:r..::- t.o:i•.':' cf' .Tcs~ph ·N·ls finer th::l.!1. ~·Iount V?rnon. In 
t;-::-~ ···i ,: l ·Ul1 :1ot":-tcok ( p. 78) W'' find in Elij a.h Brown's hand-
·::ri ti r i:; ti'i:, f'ollow1r.g: "If' son Jcs.ct.os?s this side of tl'l~ 
D~l3.'•:ir,,· to sit do·,vr .. on a. F1.rr~--th:-tt or Tench Fr'.lncis ccns13ts 
oi 4C :i.cr,-·3 4 :r.11:-·s frca1 th~ City, tr.: o:-c:-.1.rd. 1.2 ·10·..tng 250 
-::::.~i~:-·: frt..tit t:· ,::3 ·;.erE"? :Jl1.nted 1r. 1792. The :c1:ns1or.. of sto:nA 
1 - ~- ·· 7 '"' 2 ~~ ... 1 c'·- . .,,,.,,... ,.,;,i::> c::····" 1 l YOO' ·c:::. 1 ""' -t.,,1rc:: ",..,,..,.,n~-r"' .._...\) v.f _0 tJ·-1;•• .--:> .wJ...:.-.J. ~)J.1'"- ~~.i..:~..1.. .;! i:-_~_,.,-=. ":.i. .... "t ...... -"' .. t ... v~·· -

&: f~~-i..S' :l s'Hr 0 tS tr.:: !.:itct:-=:r. beloW--'l. t-:onn::i.nt'S r~OUS~,1. 3tOnf' 
s :.... r i :-. g r" ~ 1..;. s ,~ , w ·:: 0 j i · 1r: s '--' ff' 1 c i en t ( ? ) 5 o -=i ' r:: s 1 r.. · i. r '1. c 1 e 1 r~ 
clov~r &. ~rq1L tt:~ stoc~ farmi~g untilled (?) to go wtth th~ 
"Gr -,;-:~1 ~r,3 tr.<' nri c·? 1.S~.:::d 16000 LolL1rs the 1mcrovPru:.:>ri. ts cost 
BSCO tl':'"r·? 1S- l f00d QU1.rry on the prf>rr.is:;s 1.

0 

b::trn is W'lnt 0 d. 1 

Acco:r-j:r.g to hi.:.: di·:ir1·-:-s 1r: th·- su:r•mer of" 1811 witr'" tJ.iS 
L'.' 1;::·_:-.y .AL•ttt r.·" r .. ·110 •-t C'..l.Sir."33 VCJ/'lf]; 0 to Itston. HF' b·~C1.!'.:~ ~ 

~-- '.i.".::·.:: rt :::-:·· Fr0s0yt·°'ri1.::1 Churc:-~~'J<')ir.g b1.ptisecl 6 ~.~1..Y 1827 
1.:Li 0::1 2: ::i~·cen;c-".r 1828 r1c ·N:is :-:::id-"; 'ln :Elder. His cl'"~1.th h1.S 
t~:n giv~n ~s 29 October 1807 1.t F1Udh1ng Hollind--prob1.tly 
1.n -·rror for 1837· 

2 V01 c I I , p • l+9 • 
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In that brter extrii.Ct,app~rently from a letter to Dunlap,we see 

the same despondency over the prospects of a literary man which we 

have found in h1s letter to James. 

According to Dunlap 1t was about this tlme that Brown became 

~~te~ 
attached to Elizabeth Linn. How they met and where is not~known; 

• ~(l ~ 6 &-a... ~4...~ ~ t ~ Iv~ ~ l..a. l'I/" ~ ~ ~ Lj .L ~ q-£,t... d:-
~Jr~ .;..._ l...e.,., ~/.f_ .,_ /'")it, h,.t 1c,,..iA, k~ ~ ,(. f...'..:i LCf.._a...-.-t-~ ~~ ~ t 

he may h~ve2 her in 1Philadelphia where her brother?~s a well 
,t;JL2k_;) ~. ~ . 

l<nown Presbyterian 'minister!\ A need f money,which his books could 

not .vet supply,perha.J:S prospects or marriage,lead him to leave New 

York, the one place on ea.rt' which up to this time ha.d. given him 

en~ouragment. 

/ 
/ 

h./ Le l, o.. ~c n rl ;.,,_] -f6 ~ 
{ lSG 2 .Re_~ -1:-6 ~ I ~ .4fl. ~-:J 
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The next letter makes it clear that Brown had returne~ to 

1 Vol.II.~-100 rf. 
2 .Notic~ th~t Brown '3.ffPcts the Q,~.i=il<:ar form for his 0111 ~u1.~<~~r 

~,:-.1:-:n~·: 1:i:1 yet negl""cts th~ inos:. obv10·.1s ninth month 1.113~ezd of 



1 ':'he Ba. t t e r,y • 

::~l~e; i~deed; is.!i)fttlei Ar,:rather of''n<>:·im~' i ;, · , 
.-~atj~n. W:::to~ ~iJ, irullir~enee ~J~ ' '.l:n ~h\f.}jj~ 

~~~=~~{:t:~;:;:.'.;1•.~~~~: 
·m~lY. h!i~<idally well. or ill, am 1, i~ town.Of ... ,. ntx,. 
oi' -~·'tt~ if'I chose to mingle with my labouri::prlictic~ 
ex~~'· As to the pleasure of pure airs, and brilliant. P~.! 
pect&,.,~p. minutes walk from 11\Y dwelling in New York;:aV 
wayg: ~~c~ to pl~ce me .on a sp~tt fanned by the \p~~~t .. 
breezes,. and embellished with the widest and most splen~4-. 
see~ that. our country can any where exhibit. A s"t:tcrq.e wh~~'. _, .. ,...,.. ·~ .... « .. , .. 
viur~ in consequence of Heaven's every varying ~-~• iifln~, . 
exhaustillle, and which I, every time, contemplated " ~ :ni~'· 1 

p .', ·.~ • ~ t\, .>I'\: I • 'f! ,' ,; • 
plea&nre than the last. " ~:- · .,:;"<~; .. 

.. w~\ then were the :ecomme~dations of a changet~tha:~ no" .. 
erigagem~nt:; that detamed me m New York, and r/·r came· 
hith~inot to see different scenes, to breathe differcnt\airs, but'' 

. merelf.'fl:J see a different set of faces. I staid;\l,.;'Jersey, -~t, ·

1 Newark, Brunswick and Princeton half a week, ifut)low have·. 
I c_ome back to my ancient neighbourhood. · · - , .. j 

All the inanimate objects in this city, are uniform, monoto
nous and dull. I have been surprised at the little power they 1 

have over my imagination. At the sameness that evei-r where. 1 
~"fJlns. . A nine .months absenc6lhas cast upon surrounding \ 

Obti,jects not a gleam of novelty. All the old impressions seem . 
t~ exist ~ith their pristine fre'shness in my memory. Under 
this sun I discover nothing new, but this samenei:;s ,pleases 
not. More Irksome, more deadening to my fancy iit. this city, 
on its a~traccount, than ever. I am puzzled to guess how it 

1 
happen8, ~ut it is of little moment to inquire, since walls and, I 
pavementS were never any thing to me, or, at least, were next : 
to nothing. Social and intellectual pleasures being every ! 

. thing. 3 . . . I 
The G.'s are gone to Lancaster or thereaway. 1 ·saw them 

at New York with a pleasure, not easlly described. 'Fbou 
hast not heard the history of their journey thither, and their 
!>tay there. To me, in its relation to me, it~-a~ ex~~~!r-~i:_-_ 

2 .Ac~or 11 ing to J'ohr .. :io~ t0 Kent, 20 De.::::wt. =r Brown had gone to 
·p11tl1.d~lphi~ ir. Augi1s: Wh1•~h would m'ilc'° !lttl.~ months 'i.bsence 
figure ba.ck -:: :> Novemb~r of 1 799. 

3 Pro1H.bl.Y Cop~. ,-;f.26 Jul:r 1799 11~tter t') J"-:i.mes Brown .~nd. Oct. 
l ~o·L l~ttQr -.... ~ ~•ap~~Q~ T~o·~~~ P ~o • i-1 i· f • t>- ... - ·J-i..~- ..... ~---•e _,.11, .. .::: .1.-p==or5n·-i!.YCa.me rom 
L:tnc '1.3 t er. 



. ~~~t.i~;~~4t~ -;~,:7 T~· -~·~- ~~. 
f:?'..;M_.~ ~ .!f&:~t_.~~-~.. . ''.··· ...... :'•'\;'l.·~.·i. . :+i~vcil ine re:is_on to expecfa:in~etrtti~~.~~ .. , , 
it~r,.Tiiilt' 'WiU not be within a fortnight, and then; 

~1 ·",.ifu£a th~usand things, which my-pen ciumot.liif"'' 
~(;~~Ji .:say so well t· >yet' I feel an irresisbible in~·,. ~ 
.• ~ttp:_~e'pen:; ;nid to info~ ~ee that I ~~on~:·~:: .. 
JI.find· a~~ F:roµt ~treets. , · · ' ·: · · . · · . · ~ i: ~:fl>' r 

'.-~;;~e I ila~ tbCe, ~ wu far'froin. glving )ha\'~" 
( .... · 1Cb a fr~end ~1ght claim.. ·I was unreaiJonably. ~~,.: 
'•, "·. ·Jcri~~P.peared that something l~y heavy o~-~~~~f 
~"~'~vi~~+ly_ closed. _I saw .a letter to is.~~~in~ 
fr,~_,1fiou~ccountest for piy silence m a way not ,V.~.:•-

. te~ to; me; but a way which I do not know how to p~~~f;t 
!Qp'ecj\lif;· ,:d~rroneous it surely was, but how to convH1Cb:~~

} uf:fib:t:1tior;-'ctherwise than by candid explanations, ii'.~ 
r~~:.:4~:x~\ -:~ · · · ... ~t~·~i·~~ 
~ )~ ADd"Wbf n~t practice tan dour ? Wliat lay heary t~:1lli4:' 
bas' inltcfe ·light. '¥hat troubled me then, molests nie: llo~fls(i'· 

• • . - . ,.~: ,.i...'\'- •. ,_.· 

little. ;!~uch is the variable :fteeiing na~i.ire of this thing'talled 
thought: One idea, in spite of everi effort to retain:· it,. ·1ijn 

A:. . ' . . • . 
~y loose its hold, and though it still occasionally. cblnC 
i!'it_~), and flit about us, it stings and vexes us no · l~ger. 1 
~:-ii is, with that idea which I brought with me from ~eW 
~'last November, and which !Jpread a cloud over me. It is. '. 

. ~~-yet not totally. It revisits me now and then, but holds : 

. ~~~able. place in my ~hough~s. W?en I see th~e, I \vill l 
.telt•thee·what 1t was; I think I wdl. 'Tis a phantast1c·appre-. 
~e*?>n-that withholds me. If I do not see thee, it will do to' be · 
~~:. . ,. . ... -.J:•\ .. 

'~\>~~ly I may write to thee again before I see thee .. · • hi~-d ' 

• ~-.. t~.'how .CC.ptable will be a few lines from thee ·~.·r~ ' 
a C. B0

• ll, l 
__.....-~ ~----- - --- -- -- -------· 

What the idea which he brought from New Jersey in November of 

1s not known. It may have had something to do with hi~ 

{fl. 
admiration for the elusive Miss Pottsll:t may have been the 

knowledge or his constitutional weakness and probable en~}...or 1~ 

.ma,. Nure been r 0 ourr1 n g t naugbt s of aliie lde-. From the expressions'. 
.) 

used a.n,1 the idea or writing or it the passage seems to be a 

reminder of those written to Bringhurst in the critical days of 1792-3-
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The reference to the Battery of New York and the expression that 

walls and. pave.r.ents were as nothing to him makes it f1 tting that we 

recall a reminiscence by Jol'ln Davts. It appears that Brown had a. 

c·hotce like Mme .De Sta.el who preferred. a. fourth story of a Pa.rtsta.n 

lodging house to all the reported beauties of Lake Geneva. Davis' 

l 
Travels gives a picture of Brown at New York. 

•The author of Arthur Mervyn,living at New York, I sought 
acquaintance with a ma.n who had acquired so much intell
ectual renown. I found Mr.Brown quite iL the costurne2 
of an author,embody1ng virtue in a new novel,and making 
his pen fly b~fore him. 

Mr.Brown occupied a dismal room iL a dismal street. r 
asked him whether a view of nature would not be more 
propitious to composition;or whether he should not write 
with more facility were his WiLdow to command the prospect 
of tte Lake of Geneva.--Sir,said he, good pens, thick pa.per, 
and ink well dtluted,would facilitate my composition more 
than the prospect of the broadest expanse of water,or 
mou~tatns rising abo¥e the clouds.• 

In a note D~vis adds 

•When I mentioned this reply of Mr.Brown to one of the most 
distinguished literary ch~racters now living,--Sir,said he, 
this American Author cannot, I think, be a man of ~uch 
f'3.ncy." 

Atout 1800 the '1.ctor Jar.ill Bernard., having teen the secretary of 

a similar organization i~ Engla.nd,founded in New York what 

3 
was called a #Beefsteak Club". In his R~trospections of America 

1 London,1803,p.149. 
2 By costume D~vis me~Lt ~ great coat 1nd shoes wcrL a: the heels. 
3 P.190. 
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he speaks of it thUs: 

•r was also instrumental in promoting the public 
conviviality by founding an American Beefsteak 
Club,round the table of which I was enabled to 
collect many able supporters in mind and voice. 
Mr.Jefferson,Mr.Carroll and C.Brockden Brown were 
among our visitors.• 

It is improbable that Brown met ~efferson or Charles Carrolll 

o~ Carrollton at Bernard's club. With the former the sparks would 

fly so that Bernard would never have forgotten any such meeting. 

With the latter Carroll's a.npestry which was connected with the 

lords of Ely and Ormond,his Jesuit education,and his remarkable 

intelligence could not have failed to make a similar impression 

on the gossipy Bernard. 

Continuing Bernard gives a.n excellent account of how a fire at 

Rickett•s Circus had broken up one of the meetings;but whether 

0r not Brown was a guest at t:t"..at time we have no means of knowing ... 

Perhaps his use of a fire ala.rm in Stephen Calvert and the series 

of original Le~ters m~y have been 1napired by such a.n experience, 

but it is more probable that the earlier similar experience as 

related by Smith,7 January 1797,was the real source of any such 

incident. 
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1 
The latest we hear of Brown during· this year is in a letter of 

William Johnson to James Kent at Albany. It is dated 20 December 

1800 and in part reads: 

•xr.B.who went from here in August last to Phila.,has 
been there ever since,& from his present engagements 
I do not expect his return very soon. I am alone in my 
old habitation ••• Have you any curiosity about the Magazine 
Review & does 1 t get· into your hands? As I have an inter
est in it,it would gratify me much to hear your opinion 
of it.• 

At the same time that he was editing the Monthly 'Magazine and 

supplying a great deal of the material for it, he was--probably in 

August--bringtng out in New York the second part of Arthur Mervyn 

which so far as we know had to be written. He also had a story or 

two more "growling within him•;and possibly the autumn rid him of 

his blue devils and stimul~ted him to write Clara Howard. 

1 Kent Collection,Licrary of Congress. 


