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C.HAPTER XXV 1358 

TD PORT ,FO~IO AND DAYS OF RECREATION 

1801 Aetat.30 

~ 
e~liailJ Y aa ynl1kf1 l' ?REI eaeti:!f explo4e..;,l t has become customary to 

. . 1hn2 vko 
represent Erown as an occas1onal contributor to the Port Folio. ~ 

I...~ .11.J_ 
have actually gone to the trouble of searching its files.aaa stumblias 

-~~ wti.:C( 
as oiM bi-tnd some,1Bl9il mal' 0°--on. the in1 tials C .E. they HRV~ attr1-I\. . 

L c ""-f-4 .;_ 
bute't to him~ translations and vers'ir1cat1ons of classics Whi?h 

;,~ ... , .. ~ft h .• A-' d'f' 
are to be found 1e 11~sli in tha.t i>ertodical. As we ~PeeseEl '&e l\eft4le. 

~ k.1 d,,,.C c Jbz ea ,.f.1 \? w< b ..g.., ~.. l ['"j Y 
•~ts matter at ieAgt~ e~r rea~1· •111 ~ee&me ~•ear to t~e rea~e5. 

The Port Folio was politically Federalist, the party with which 
. ~If'- ~tl CA.--dL 

Erown was·· in sympathy, and it was edited by J'oseph T. Dennie, who 
' I\ . 

1r ~ \<\. 00. ~-t; 
was one of the most prominent w.rtt.ers or his time. Dennie and his 

friends met weekly at the home ot J'oseph Hopkinson, Fourth.and 

h.~1 LVl...d° ~ <! ~L °'-
Chestnut streets,Philadelphia, os of the members o& tsW.. 

l ~ ~ I c:.k (A..&_.o....k_ ""~ 
Tuesday club ~~ontr1cu ors to the magazine. They~ the 

4Jlllllle group which hospitably entertained Thomas Moore when 

1 The na~e m~y be significant. Dennie's earlier periodicalstthe Boston 
Ta._b.l_e1 an::! the Wa.l~ole, N. H., F~_rme r '~ Museum, were both put 11 st.eel on 
Tuesday. 
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1 
he visited the United States,and which he recalled 1n a•ew as 

ro11owa: 

. 
•tn the society of Mr~Dennie and his rr1end1, at 

Philadelphia, I passed the rew agreeable momenta 
which my tour through the States afforded me. Yr. 
Dennie has succeeded in d1ffUs1ng through this 
elegant little circle that love tor good literature 
and sound pol1tics,wh1ch he feels so zealously h1m­
sc1r,~nd which is so very rarely the charact9r1stio 
~f his countrymen. They w111 not, I trust, accuse me 
ot 1111beral1ty for the I>1cture Which I have given 
or the ignorance and corruption that surround them. 
It I did not hate,as I ought 1 the rabble to which 
they are opposed,! could not value,as I do, the 
spirit with which they defy it;: and in learning from 
them what Americans ca.n be, I but .see with the more 
indignation what Americana~·· 

Through too much editing the records of l&a•~e ~~~ 

m&-11 t 1 g compl et e W'1ia Usey relate ~&e ~ a-e_,fW_..,,~~+-~~.a.&"" 

very few of his American letters 

"""'-~"( 
/\ gaps,~ Jl&k8 '&&em Until we have ~ compl~te 

h;Tu.. 
l !J?istl~s_.oc.es ~nd othe~ PoeJ!s_,J .. ondon 18J6,Vol.II,p.S38 1t-suppler:ient 

this oy 'i. pd.ssage from his 26 June 180i+ letter to his mother 1~ 
Memoi:-s,Lon·:lon 1853,Vol.,I,p.164. In his 10 July letter to his 
mother( s~111e sourc" p .167) he S:.}.,YS the poem .. Alone by the Schuyl­
kill" wa3 ~hiefly in ~lluslou to Mrs.Hopkinson.Moore used a sugges­
tior:. of the superna.1:.ural i~ ch:i.ptet II of t'he Bl~nk~t_. In the Lam:Q. 
of st.Ag:ltl}.~ he makes a slap a."=. the supern~tura.l school. SP.~ 
Uncoll~~ted Writings,N.Y.,1878. 



biograplly and correspondence or lloore we shall be unable to 

kn.OW whether Brown ever beoa.cie personally acquainted with him. 

one of the members or Dennie's group was Jolln Davis who in 
1 

l 
giving a picture or the literary notables or Philadelphia in-

c-ludes Brown thus : : 

u11r.B. said little,but seemed lost tn meditation:; 
his creative fancy was,perhaps,conjur1ng up scenes 
to spin out the thread of his new nove1.• 

As one or the contributors to the Portfplio Brown must have 

met Dennie's circle but there is nothing to show that he was 

intimate with them, and the tact that he was living in New York 

woul~ seem to indicate that his presence at the club was rare 

it indeed 1 t ·Ras more than once. 

2 
If there ts any truth in the sta.t'Jinent of Smyth that the set 

was a hard-dr1nking,high-l1v1ng one,1t is probable that Brown 

was merely a guest and not ~ regular member, which seems to be 

as near the truth as we can come 1n the race or the lack or 

evidence to show who the club members were. 

When he ha.d started the Portfi11o Dennie was well disposed 

toward Brown in spite of the fact that Smith's attempt 

l Travels,Lonjon 1803,p.20~. 
2 Phila.1el:Q_h1a. ¥.,!lga.ztnes a.nd Their :q_ntrt~u-~ors_,Phila. ,1892,p.93. 
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in 1797-to persuade him to accept our author as a contributor to the 

Farmer's Museum had been unsuccesstul.~f ae' eel~ly a&gleete~. At 

that time Brown was an obscure_ aspirant, now he was of literary prom-

inence,so Dennie did all he could tor him by copying reviews from h1a 

magaz1ne,by calling attention, to the London editions or his proae . -

fiction and later by noticing his translation of Volf.NIY. The Port Folio's 

columns were indeed now open to him whenever he found any time or in-

cl1nat1on to supply suitable material. 

The Port Folio began in 1801 and long outlived Brown and Dennie. So - . 

far as our author is concerned we are at ~reveRt only interested in the 

l 
first ten years of its life--that is,up to and including the time of 

.Brown's death. 

Unlike ;tAa eaa1e e-;& h1s own magazines there is no necessity to treat 

, I j-~ik. 
"tt?e[Possible\.Brown~contribut1ons e~ieasi¥~ 1 X. There ~re no instances 

~-~ 
of extended proof and the articles~onsidered readily fall into one of 

o'L 
two claases,the doubtfUl or impossible and the known~ undoubted. 

The undoubted BPewa contributions ~re ~ three:the poem L'Amoroso in 

the first volume; the D1~12gge~ on yusic a.nd Painting in the second vol-

ume;and the essays entitled the Scribbler in volumes one and two of the 

1 7hP. Port Folio went tbrough several series but we are ~ only 1nter­
estetf 1n the first ttree. series I--Vols.I-V,quarto,1801-5;II--Vcls. 
I-VI, octavo' 1806-8; III--Vols. I-VIII' octavo, 1809-12. A . 

~Svi~ ~~ 



third. series. Each of these deserves to be given separate and extended 

study but here it is only necessary to call attention to the peculiarity 

that they are not signed with initials or pseudonym. Because Brown's 

verse was never much more than--and especiallY--biogr~phical in interest 

L'Amoroso_is the only one known to be Brown's that we shall now stucly. 

The doubtfUl and. impossible items are the.following. some commun1ca-

1 
tions concerning Linn's Powers of Genius_ as well as an extract may have 

been sent in by Brown though they bear too few traces of his style. The 

first communication is signed X.Y. which in the Monthly Magazine was 

surely not Brown but may be here. The second is only an extract from 

the poem. The t~ird 1s a defence,acknowledged to be written by one of 

Linn •s friends, a.ga.1r..st an inane cri t1c1sm which had appeared. in the 

2 
preceding number. The fourth is a. communication which really conaiata' 

or a review of the book after the manner of those attri~uted by us to 

Brown in the review department of his Monthly Magazine. Some lines in 

3 
the couplet verse or volume one are very like Brown's early couplets 

but they are signed G.B. which may be the George B~ron 

5 
of the Monthly Magazine. The verse signed Beaumont 

h:1s details suggestive of Brown's; such as the name of 

1 Vol.I,pp.21,31,92 ~nj 105. 
4 Vol.II,p.287. 

2 p • 8 3 . 3 p .144. 
5 Vol.V,p.79. 

4 
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ste11a,the language and the ideas. It it is Brown•s,stella Ma¥~ 

a...-R. ~ ""' . . 1 
be ~izaJ.irm. The portrait or Kalelln._ to R.L. may be com-

pared to the portraits ot Julia,Esperanza,Roaa and Laura,which 

2 ;.}~ . \\ 
in the Literary Kagazine we we~la a~r1b'(_\\. to Brown and R.L• 

I 

~~t( 
~ be 'a& 1at11a11 e& Rebecca L1nn~rown•s tuture sister-

in-law,though we doubt 1t. some or the law intelligence may be 

~~ Q\'ltei.r 
Brown's but ls pro~a~l:y extracted from legal publications. In 

3 
the second series volwne two there are two lines to Bubo thus: 

"Nature abhors a vacuwn,Bubo said---
Bubo ,you •re wrong--a vacuum's in your head.• 

These lines suggest Brown's early couplets and are quite pro-

bably his. The idea is 1n agreement with the other addresses to 

Bubo--a.n unusual name--in Epistle I as found in the 1783 note-

book a.nd the metre is the same. As a punnical repartee the couplet 

Kany of the items are signed with initials which have some 

significance for us though it should not be forgotten that the 

three undoubted ones were unsigned. Those a~iftb~tte&s signed B 

cannot be considered of value,not even when the B is followed by 

alt.cU,tferent!a:t:i:ftg asterisk. They probably were by A.L.Blauvelt,who 

1 Vol.It;p.10.5. 3 p.192. 



l 
also contributed under the signature of "Lodinus." Those signed 

B.B. may be for Brockden Brown,but we have no cause to warrant 

a belief of the kind and a reference to the author being in England 

would indicate that those contributions are not by our author. 

When however we come to C.B. we must give some rurther attention 

to the matter. 

One of the C.B. communications introducing some of the verses 

is signed and dated at QU.ebec. As a rule they are or the classical 

type,such as translations and 1m1tat1ons,and prob~bly are the 

basis or the common claim that Brown supplied versifications or 

c1asa1cal authors for the Port r9110. They comprise such subjects 

as tra.na~~ions from C4tullus,Bion,Moschus,and Cassimir;epigrams 

from Ca.tullus;a.n Anacreontic;On Sympathy,envy,life and a miser; 

a reflection at sea,to a canary,death of a young man of 22, 

elegy on Amanda and on the simile,a.nd verses on a statue of 

Praxiteles. Usually they are heroic couplets but often they are 

four-foot lines in abab order. Ta.ken as a whole they ha.rd~y seem 

like Brown even in his eanly days and the details noticed would 

1 Ther~ is no account '\Cce331ble of BlJ.uvelt. He was the author 
of Fg,,3_h_t_o_r1'_s_ A...'13:_.ly:Sl.3,J'LY. ,1807 and some of hia coi.1tributions 
g,ppe:i.r in the 1837 ~ew York Boo~ ot Poetr__.Y.. He was a. friend 
of Johr:.. Howard Pa.yne•s.(ae," p.42 Ea.:-ly. Life of J".H.P.) The 
Boston 1.!1rror, 7 .Jan. ,1809 gi·.res the name as A.E.Blauvelt. 
His Lines written at the f~lls ~t the Pass~ic appeared tn the 
~r~·-~ -,_rork Weekly 'Mus~um 28 .ranua.r,y 1809 =md were a 1gned Lod inus. 



1eea to 1ni1cat~ ~ they were extraote~ from some Britieh author •. 
. . 

~ft c."' l_idJ-et . 
That none of them cu be u&eatly 3.ttri"buted to Brown is the conclu.s1on 

J\... 
~C~· 

to Which we ~~rt "Q.8811 09lij8ll-eQ.aa 

Thua all the flare about the Port.folio and Brown dies down to one 

. ~ 
probable couplet ~nd three undoubted con~r1but1ons--one in verse and 

. ~a.~ r two in prose. That we ~not 1nd more 1s to be explained by the 

~f.e,t 
ci:Peti:IBS;as:ee that some ot the time Brown was residing in New xork 

where he 
-~ \.f~~l 

had flllagazine,~ fu~ ~-1\he was not having an easy 

tine in supplying tha ::na~erialf £ep Utati - L'"l.d w1 th his other publishing 

ventures 1n both New iori and Philadelphia it is not ao surprising 

that he d1d not assist Denni~ more as it 1a th~t he found time to 

contribute anything at ~11. 

v~ 
In 1801 tQeaei1 ~eek-~~ we h~ve named the Wieland note-book 

was again use4 by Bro·Rn. On the thirty-third page ts the following: 

•Phi la. 2mo . 
Pl~asures or the Table by a Philadelph1an. 

E'~r wants my table the he~lth cheering meal 
With Springfield mutton crown'd or Jersey veal. 
Smokes not from Passl(Unk meads the stately 101~ 
And rosey Ga.mm.on from Flemm1~gton1an sw1~e. 
From Sk1ppock2 roosts the feathered victims bleed, 
And Delaware still wafts me Oc3an's scaly breed. 
Tho' Ga111a's vines their costly ju1ce deny; 
Still Schuylkill's banka the Jocund glass supply, 
Still 11at~nt worlds nectarious treasures roll, 
And either India spar~les 1n my bowl. 

2 In Yon tgomer_y county on Pe rki oinen Creek. 



Or La.rk1n's l boughs,or Linley•s 1 bearded f1elda, 
To ColUJnb1a.s Arms.a. Columbi3...'1. bever3.ge yields. 

\~~~ -ot~\,l.~ 
WA.'lii8V&l' tha.t ma.y be 3.S verse 1 t a-eema ~e h!ue scyera1 t;Jlng,s 

oontlseta Mrown, formerly ·.@etQ. ~ a.ttemptJto a.vOl:id "iM hackneyed 
o~ ·.t-

express1ons, to rise to the realm of/words1Jloet1ca!;~ b:eal<f~ 
Ob a.iku:k 

up ,Kthe Jingly effect of the amateur's couplet:all seem te tba 
~ -ur 

p.P-N9Rt..V1iQr to indicate an effort to 1mprovaJ S'fiX •l?Qt, B::rewa 
~ ~ ~k~;cdirz,~(Wt~ 

~~i..J ~+-
When verse and its merits a.re put 'l31de those 4&iH~n lines mean 

A· I\ ~ 9-. 
little more ~o us. That our author Cma;s- h:lve tli&a~ a substi-

tutP. for ~ h~pp1ness in the flowing bowl seems to be the burden 

of his 3ong though it was not true of his life. As we have seen this 

W3.3 the t 1me when Brown wa.s( iJ&ilt£1i\i:t1fl:S t.1 Bennie k5 !01 t ~ 

?Pd 1 + ta1 liiill: a•Pi"i1fl iR8\lEHHl tlM:t he tU3'51somewh3.t acquainted 

rJ~~:r 
with that br1111:mt "L:ty Prea.cherl"A'!h"it ;i;;l&:ru:iie s.a.Q. his circle 

~ {!~ lr!-
were~ h·1rd drinkers •·t:iil 8!i!l e~id 1they=•we-re Y\ ::iot conflrmea •. 

A 

In the sa.me not~-book we find,on pJ.ge 82,'w.+B memor3.IljUm of 

1 Brom1 1 3 not~ rg~ds·ttL·1rkiaa •.• not~d for 3ood Cyd~r. & J·12ob 
Llnl~y N~r t??k thef pr~ze ro: r~i3ing th~ ~~~~tAst cro.p of 
lh:rl:'!.f of wn1cn Al:~ ·1n,J. pr.;:r:.:r i.3 p.co~iuc~ed. j ThP forrr~~r n2:-ir 
~1r~is noo~--Th~ 11:ter Ne~ G1r1en ~h~st~r Oounty.~ 

@ ~· "l .. _ 
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Brown's earliest use of the new water supply of Philadelphia. 

11 on the 9th. of ~d. month 1801 (for the first time) I 
drank of ,&.washed myself 1n water de11c1ou1 from the 
Rtver Schuylk1l,l--lthe water works for supplying this 
uaetul commodity has been in operation tor several 
weeks past,& many of the inhabitants of th1sjC1ty have 
made use of it tor all purpoae1.u 

one o-r Brown•a contributions to Dennie's Port f911o was the verses. 

(t-A) 
entitled L'Amoroso which appeared Saturday 18 Ap~il 1801 •. A manu-

(\. 
l 

1oript copy,now in the Chamberlain collection or the Boston Public 

L1brary,cons1sts of four p<1.ges the verses cover1::'1.g two and on the 

fourth an 1nacr1pt1on reactStf •L•Amorcso:alla mea Clara.• The poem 

~~c:..k .. ~~ 
is of thirty-six quadrtmeter lines l'i:ae&I: in 2:!ft &YS81' ,.twenty-tour 

/\. 

efz-wMeft- appea. on the f1rat page. The ha.ndwr1-t:.L'lg 1.e ene·e~e 

;-t-
~~exampJ4e an~ is ao remarkably beautiful it is clear ~aa Jl&ftaseP1~ 

µ4~ ~~~ ~ (.$1.~ ~~ . 
cannot be the original but ~ fair copyA One very striking detail ts 

that the lines are not divided into atanzas-or-tour as they are 

in the Port FbL1o; though it 1s barely possible the flourishes 

it; 
1 Th~ th1r·:l page gives a.:t account of some of~ journeys, ef il'\1 

TILol"".Jillrrtp.t.. "Autqgrd.ph/a.n or1g1:ii.l production of myjfather C.B • 
.Bro·~n. t~ken. froGtl or1g:n.3.l m=tnuscr1pta t12:1 presenj tect to 7r::ink ... M. 
Et t !.ne 1 it.8'1 •I 'Nm .Linn B~ owj n l .rune 14, 1857 1 ~rank M. Et t 1ng to i Bra.ni.z 
M1yerjBalto.3 Nov.1365. " It was not in M1.yer•a aal~ (Bangs 1870) 
ar~c. h:>w· 1 t p:isaed frePa "ii.YW- to the Chamberla.L1 collection 13 not 
''!!!!tl'llft ~ ' - 1 1 .. !P .ff .. /t-'!. ..... n... ()..Q. CJ- ' 

lr-' eimo:tc: S.£>\fOUld h1.Ve been wrt t ten between tr.e t aliii er Ute l~st num­
---tip~ ber-:Of the Mon thl.Y M~g1.zine (December 1800} and the 1n1 t i:i.l number 

of the Americ'l.n Review (for .ra.nua.ry-Ma.rch,protably issued in April). 



at the end or every tour lines were intended to indicate such 

a d1via1on. 

The printed version does not follow thia manuscript in cap-

italizatton,punc\uatton and torm,and the cba.n.ges &hould be 

noticed. There seems to be no rule to follow tor the capitaltz-

Qit 'having any reason for ea ••••• Ia tlia Pare r@to tlllB rancy 4 

11 a119wed :SUl1Y_ 1n a few 1aet.az1eeaw. The punctuation is most----· 

errat1c--almost every point is different. Line 16,20 and 27 has 

her tor The or the Portfql.io;ltne 2~ spells murmurtng,murm1,rtng; 

line 30 has on tor o•er; and line 31 reverses the process and 

~s o•er tor on. 

The poem as it appeared in the lQ.!.tfolio reads: 

uFOR THE PORT FOLIO 
LlAJlOROSO. 

From pleasure-walks,a.nd market places, 
St111Y groves,land lonely hills:l 

From gay carousals, thronging races, 
Moonlight glades,l and warbling rills. 

From fighting r1e1ds, an.1 stormy seas; 1 
From courtly pomp,and war'sl array; 

From state-turmo1ls,l and letter 1 d ease,1 
Come,~yl enamour'd soul,l away. 

From haunts, that moonstruck tancyl woos, 
Where nymphsl resort,and musesl roam; 

From all that vulgar dreams abuse, 
Come home,extat1cl thought:! comel home! 

l Capitalized in the manuscript. 



When prying eyesl no longer wake, 
All ears are seal'd,all tongues are tied: 

Ber nightly place let Clara take, 
The chamber•s1 glimmering hearth beside. 

There,let ~Y love,l at ease recline, 
And I,her chosen youth,l be nigh: 

There let her hand and cheek be mine; 
The tond regard, the tender sigh.l 

Let all without be bland repose; 
Let all within be mute as death: 

While Clara's soUll divinely tlows, 
In warbling,whispering,murmur!ng breath.l 

And what the theme,l by Clara sung, 
That prompts the whisper,smile,and sigh? 

No theme,but love,l shall task her tongue. 
Throb in her heart,live in her eye.1 

When thought'sl sweet respite comes at last, 
And slumberl o•er her eye-lidl creeps; 

Be mtne,to muse on all the past, 
And watch, the while she sweetly sleeps. 

With neck-enc1rc11ng1 arm,and hand, 
Still lock'd in hers,and leaning o'er! 

What richer boon can I demand? 
This bliss be mine--I ask no more.• 

One of the noticeable details or the poem ts the absence or 

the redundant adjectives, the rault which Scott found with 

couplet verse. Other than this it calls for no turther crit1-

c1am, Judgilient having been expressed in connection with the 

earlier couplets by Brown. 

l Ca.pi ta.11 zed tn t tie ma.nuscrtpt. 
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l 
L 1AJioroso has been cited as an 1llustrat1on or the sent1ment~ltty 

A 

or Brc>wn•s wr1t1n.g;but a.n.v such characteristic was never thought or 

in connection-with the very similar poem To Clara which may be 

found 1n the so-called .vunlap•a btography~Qf MFe!fl&.. With so many 

)b..<1.~ ·~ 
lines devoted to the charms or Clara we ~ the beauty of the 

/\. 

sttu~t1on or the two lovers s1tt1ng before an open !1re,bu1ld1ng 

(\,C~ 
their ucastl~S in Spain II. Love. s young dream is Q.Qllil9ftl:Y cal1'.84 

I --b:-,. 
~ ~""""" ~ ~ w&ll ttofr& - L' ,. 

sentiment~l but 1~~s as serious as it ~ true and one or the ne~l& ~ 
\ . A. Jh 

~ -~· tra.1 ta Of }lWl:aR nature .• Wnep G f0?0'r C?P se,e 1:iR iUCll a-pi QtY:re aa· 

~ only a maudlin sentimentality t.ia ~a.y et een111;y bas eema he-. 
sliou1d liaateft ~e eall a lawyer aM :aQ:!fe hi~ w111. 11 ... &Cl"~k ""~ 

~ Rav<-\&, c ti """' 

1 Compl.re the p1 cture oz- the girl w.'-1.tching the alur11:-er1ng youth 
·i.s gi7=n 1n the aleep song aung ty Helana in orm~d,chapter Y:YI, 
where we do find the sentim9nt~l13t. 



Evtdently Brown had again taken to writing verse but it is not 

all in the heroic couplet stanza. It is possible that the lines 

1 
given by Dunlap were written about the same time as L'Amoroso 

and are addressed to the aame unknown young lady. They read: 

• > :_~ f:.· ~: -;fiY ~. 

'~ "·· \~>J.~~~ 
(ON TH!: DE:i'tll;~};' l_ FRIENfi1~r :::f .··~~';.; 

- • :; . ! ~. 

Withhold, my friend, my angel frieo:d,~withhold;s:· !,,:,:~~· 
Those tears that moisten fruitt~ss earth, ind rt.ithd'' ·f:~/­
In vain· a soil that teems no Iii ore : In vain·:.:.~ . ,;:_,.,JJ_:, f * 
Tears fiow for him who8e ·eyes '.have ceas'd· tchfe~f;i'f' 

. Eyes Clos'd upon this dark terrestrial scene t· ';,~'i:tr.~ '.i]; - -;._ - . •'' _, .. ,~.;;.t 
·. C?tit?!.:~~s~le d~eam~· and J~.ljtteriDg;.': ~'~~'.}~. /~ 
~le gfut•es:~f supc;¥ }~;~, '. -·: · Y''. ~. ,~~1,ff': 
On.intellectual eye$ ·to shl.tt•OO"-~.,_~,,,~,~:r,J;:.1!~- ~,~;F~. 

- • - . ,_ ~L._- ... _, - ' • ' • ·'·;-.:":~· '.-.- /. 

0 ! for a speedy summons to the gate · 
Thllt opes into a brighter world, and leads· 
Tq happy fields, where fadeless verilure breathes, 
Delights forever new, and harps are heard';' 
Fraught with the harmonies of highest heaveh ! · 
0 ! for the Voice that calls, and calls but once ! 
" Come from the dark abyss, bless'd spirit, come, 
'' Ascend to purer climes : the house of clay 
" Change for immortal vesture; cease to feed 
" On black malignant vapours, wont to glide 
" Around the darksome wall's impending roof 
"And dank floor of this mighty dungeon, Earth, 
" Polluted with the stain of ev'ry sin ; 
" On azure pinions lifted, come and taste 
" The fruits of paradise, and quaff the joys 
" That bathe, in glittering streams, the heavenly gto\lnd." 

Whither thy friend hath gone, may, thither, I, 
And thou, when mystic fate shall summon, go : 
With speed, and shortly, I; but thou, full late, 
And after blooming years, in long career, 
O'er flowers scattered by the bounteous hand 
Of him, who binds in sacred nuptial ties, 
Th'allotted pair, and gives maternal joys, 
Have pass'd away; thither, by heavenly airs, 
May'st thou be safely wafted. 0 ! how bless'd 
The lot of him, whose gratulating hand, 
And voice shall hail thy near approach to shores 
Of peace, and thee, from flaming vehicle 

1 Vol.II,pp.120-22. 

.j 



A.iighti.Dg;-Sliall receive~ ancT pomHhe \Vay, . . -- -
That f(ithright leads to God's eternal house. 

Lo~g, long, may that inevitable hour 
neliind thee linger, nor approach too soon 
The pure and chalite abode of CLAB.A's soul; 
Which no immortal change can lovelier make, 
Or deck with softer graces, give those eyes 
A brighter emanation; or within · 
That bosom, kindle a more holy ftame., 
L t. di fl•1 - • • t -~.. . .. . ., t~ o;e,.-l~~ e . 

J~.~· .··.' . ~r'~-~.· .. ·.· .. tt•.·.·.1.:~.·-.··. '.I;.i¥.~ .. ~.·~~~t: . · U?'~~ti ab\~t"i;'til(~- ~. . :a" · ~~: 
'::~·~.vernal ;eno~tion; "eroQ.c1,f:1t';.~~ 
p1h~'Fnithful brom of:muya Circlit;g ¥~·-~-~~ .. 

" 

, . 

i-:· .. ~Fer who that 1cno~ thee, who thatcalli the(.,. . 
~J;IUX i;pare thee? Rroni' their.bosoms who can' pa~''~'!::;,. 
':ft•:,qc,h:a.guest~.; ~The'ge~ ah! who:cair:s~~ Y' 
Thebdghtest·.alldmostp~ecious in their stor~ 1· .~. · · 
\~ :.>t.c~, he, w~~c-j~dy.t!io}'. do~t ~ze'~y9·: 
~~;wqrld, ?Y CO'!J_~g:ilt ~~~~tJOD JOtn'd;, :I>·~: 
~rt:• ~'s imperious v~1ce must, one day;· ~- . 
'. :•:rJ>ct;,!iiir'souHs so~'. '.Th,eri,; drops 0£ bloo~~ 
. '$halJ weep, but vainlyLSha.ll'he ·weep·thylosS'f.i '.z .• .• 

. In vain the tears 0£ thousamls> shaII.bedew : ( ~t~l::. , .. ; 
'·~. grave where thou art l~id : If I survi,'Ve. ; .. J~#A~- i;' 
. ~~isastrous hour, my. clasped hands,: . · · <'. _ ·-~:·(~·:. 1 

. A~dlitM eyes shall interc.~de· in vain : . · · ·· ~ .. :~~·:· ,,' J 
. As v.ajnly. · thq_~ ~eplo~:s~. th~.·u.· n.timely fate._. -.,;,:/ :.#:~.·:~.-.:.i;.{_j1 
: df Henry pars are •Dlpotftnt to check . . • ~ · · :~'.'. ?-~~ 
Th' irrev0eable steps.~(tiniey,or stay,,:; •' · ~ . ..;., ~'.-~lt'f'.i 
When hea~~_c)jrect& *-~ ~t,- the Stroke ~~-de~~.'. .<j 

becorn.e 
Here we see that Brown hadAso accustomed to the five toot line 

in the couplet that he is unable to shake orr the yoke when he 

writes with lines unrhymed. 

These verses to Clara are of the temper liiter:@Jfi Re' oftl:lit.e ef. 

1 
'Wlli k' ~ er ~B:eee or the Italian "Arca.d1ans i• or 1690 or whom 

the Della Cruscans,Hayley and Mrs.Thrale,were the exponents in 

Brown• a days 
1 

..J 't ~,.AU ;,..-t"e... {-.-ft.: ... :r -ft2: t ~ k J. '°z .(_ 
t,_tf~ 

1 Cf. Hunt:Book O!~ t!"f-: ,;:o::me'.'!.,B0.3tOf'i,l~67,Vol.IiP·50. A- -
X:\J'&l~ ~~~~{~ ~~\~fl ~~1C(~.~~( 

(l{~(\1'1t.)a4 i ~~ ~ ~ ~ kt~,f;v-.~-k 
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explanation of oet1c 11e~nse 1.nd believe her an 1mag1n~ry ideal. or 

course rather belt eve her real. '&'bat »12ailit' eslls .m ''t 9ga 

·---18i~;fii&'t~~14~:;4•a~U~R~CCJii.,;4;'Jiiij~~~ 9lttM m~y ~Q7/€ ~~R assiUiar Ra.tee i&?" L!\'UI:sr;-­
perha.ps she was only ~~a; oGf±rt1a.me .dl.:h111p Stanley's in Cl3.r'l Ho_ward; 

•• 'l\/IJV.:\ . 1 ";)~ 
perhaps~ ia thet\lacty of On~ .taste for_ the _ Ptc·turesque; pil°PRa"P-e 'r 

2 
the verses in the Literary M~g3.z1ne were addressed to her; ,&~a.,e s~ 

...,.. :]~ Wd.-o 

"'e \!ti ].ilnateaa of the r;;~:iv& efi Il!•lltog.;perha.pa Ul.e was 3. sister of 

1, 
Elizabeth Linn;perh~pa she was the author of the letter in the L1t-

lf 
erary M~g~zin~;perhaps she W!lS the flower of the Perhaps fam11Y--a 

sort of perennial perhaps. --------~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~__j 



WITH thrilling voice and speaking 
-- .. ; eye, 

:·,. "I'll be your friend," did Clara cry. 
Heard 11 or did some wistful muse 
The inlets of my soul abuse 1 
No witching dream did Fancy send, · 
'Twas Clara said, " I'll be your friend." 

Is thine the generous breast that 
knows 

'Vhat rights the name of friend be­
stows? 

'Vhat I must ask, and she demand, 
That holds mej>y that sacred band? 

Ah! more than thy o'er-cautious 
heart 

Will e'er to wretch like me impart, 
Though naught her tenderest lessons 

teach - • 
Can go beyond th;- dues, ·or reach: 
Though all I hold by gift 'divine, '' 
'Vhene'er thou will'st to take, is thine. 

,Y..NCll ; :ii; liiU . ..... 

~~J 
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When Jared Sparks published Presaott•s essay on Brown_ at Boston in 

1834 he used as a frontispiece to the particular article a reproduct1orr 

at a Brown letter,or provok1ng portion of ~ letter,which ha.s ~pparently 

been lost or destroyed. A perceptible change of character_ in the hand-

writlng rrom the date to the body of the letter and the absence of a. 

salut~t1om makes it suspect as tampered with. Probably the real thing 

was longer. We have ha.ct several of hia letters.written in haste but we-· 

have never h~d one fully d~ted and fully signed.,so brief and so incom-

plete 1n 1 ts mater1~1. So far as may be aurmisea Dunlap was the only 

man ~live to whom he would write anything of the kind. It reada: 

Philad. May 8.1801 • 

..... (?)The printer haa ma.de considerable progress in the 
publication which I believe I mentioned. to you in ~Y l~at, 

as h:iving been begun. It wtll be,.typograph1c1.ll.Y cons tder­
c~, a very beautiful book. 

I• rn in haste 
Adieu 

Charles E.Brown. 

The book 1ntenaed was Brown's first rea11~1c novel Clara Howard 

which wa.s publ.ished at Ph11.'lJ.elph1a on Monday 22 June. As a piece of 

book making it was very good but hardly aeaerv1ng ao much pra1ae. 

1 
According to Dunlap in the summer of l.801-. .Brown did some tr:i.ve111ng 

1 Vol.II,p.50 ff. 



1n New York,Connecticut and Ya.ssachUsetts. The follow1ng rrag-

mentary account of the trip is there given. 

"< TUesaay), J'uly 7, 1801. . 
---.,,Very suddenffcM1~ved"ilie-<lesfgn of ~oyaging ~l 
Hudson river, as far a5 Albany. Had heard much of the_ gran-::. 

f't:i~ii~ of its shores, but never had gone above ten miles ·from 
:Ne·~'Yoi-k~ My friend C~aving some leisure was willing 
t~ ;~dv·e·i{ture for ten days or a fortnight, and I having· ~till · 

. more, and being greatly in want of air atid ext:rcise, agree~: to 
'a~cbmpany him. \-Ve found a most spacious and well furpiJt.Jf: 
: ed:\.lssel,.captain R.---- in which we embarhQ at sun~e~·tlJ-is: 
· day;;~-o. '(he \\rind propitious and the air wonderf?ity bland. ·.,: 

_ .We:bade a~eu _to" olir"""t.il~(!~ :a~ }. o' "•· 
• ~· •; ., ·~I ~'>-~~r.t;:', • •·• 'f • ·"•• ,t_-.,,_ 

I took mY, post at the ste~ and. fou~d! 11;1.\lch.5~J>!9.. . 
~- feel.in-gs, in marking through the dusk, th~. rec~cljpg 
a~:ihe glimmering lights; first of quays ~nd av~~q~~·;:a,~l .~ ;.; .. 
te~ards of farms and village. It is just three. yea~.s~~ir~,<;&!. · .. 
visit to New York, in 1798. An interval replete w,it~ _ ev~ ;i 
various and momentous. Some of them huJl1iliatin~ a,ndA~~ - b 
troust:but, on the whole leading me to my present s~tll_a,~iop}#.'. 
w:hi~Kl have reason for congratulation. · . ,:{;• 

" ---- ~·----~------~--------~-----~----- ---:--~ ... 

(Wednesday) J'Ul~ s', 186_~-
: ~ ~ ·~: . ..::)~ 

. I -)v.:rite this seated in the cabin, from the windo~s of ~h!ctk, 
we Ji{ve a view of wooded slopes, rocky promontor:ies. all;_d. 

• • • • -' ~,, '·· V~t;, 
waving summits. Our attention has been, for some ti19~i 
fixed upon Stony Point, a memorable post in the late war," 
a spot familiar to my ears since my infancy, but which I h~v~,­
now seen for the first time. It is a rocky and rugged_ ~s.· 
advancing into the river, the sides of which are covered. with 

·: -•- -·e.r: 

dwarf cedars, and the summit conspicuous still with so9.!e.:r~~'. 
mains of fortification, a general solitude and vacancy ai:o~~1J it; 
and a white cow grazing within fhe ruinous walls, prod~~~ a..· 
ple-asing effect on my imagination. A craggy eminence, cro~;-·. 
ed with the ruins of a fortress, is an interesting spectacle ev;eiy 
where, but a very rare one in America. I much wished to gQ. 
ashore and ascend this hill, but it was not convenient. · 

\-Vhat are called the highlands of the North river, are -~ 
mountainous district, through which the river flows for s_o~e 1 

miles. I had heard much of the stupendous and alpine m~g-. 
nificence of the scenery. We entered it this morning, w:ith ~. 
mild breeze and serene sky, and the prospect hitherto ha!! bc;.en. 
soft and beautiful. Nothing abrupt, rugged or gigantic. F~~s-1 
and cultivated fields seldom ap_pea:· Six or eight ves~el. s. like·. I 
our own, have been constantly m <nght, and greatly enliven ~h~ 
scene. · · · ,: : 

~ 'Ve are no'Y at ancho~;,have just dined. My compa~ion~' s .. · 
have g.one to sleep. Th~, u.tm. os.t stillness prevails. . N o~ .. ing. 
to be _h~ar_d !Jl1t the buzz111~ of flies near a_£ ~and, -~~'L~: ~~'ti'\ 

1 Possibly Con::-::i.c~ tr1e rublia!if'r. 
3 Johnson. 

2 .An:hoLy Bleecker. 
4 Dunlap. 



) 

-;:c:;ai~~iiimvs~;f. · ,- ·· .~; .. --:.T·~. ~~rl 
.~.,.;· ~'.-. :,y~,;Jl .• L~fdf;' -. ' '~<l~-~~£'·~~~--~l:'~t, I 
.Pxuges,~an:-: 1~ver oc_. .... ··' ·-·--, .. .,~-... • '¥::~•,;.~.~- .- , , 
,;~e havefoi'med vadousconj"Eic&res as to the heigltt oftJtese, 

·..Jf~ts'. '. The captain's stat.enietits of five and six huntlred , 
·~~i :are extravagant. Three, hundred would be ilea_rer the ; 
it\ith. Few or none ·of th.em are absolute precipices, but most I 

:ii>f them are steep, and pot to be scaled without difficulty. . 
. ~:I have gazed at the passing scene from _Stony Point to • 

. Wt;sf Point, with great_ eagerness, and till my eye .'":as we~ 
··*n~:pained. How shall I describe them. I cannot parti'cu­
·jdfi~-the substance of the rock, or the kind of tree, save oaks 
i'ifd'cedars~\irI am as little vetsed:in the picturesq~e!i.: --;~:can on-. . - . t . - . 
Jy . describ~ their influence on me. · · " · · 

-----~--CFr1d'aY-)~JU.1y io c 1801 > 

My friend is a very diligent observer, and'_freqi.1ently betakes l 
-~imself to t~ pen. Heavy brows and languid blood hannade ~ 
IJ1e indolent~ and I ·have done nothing but. look 'ab~ut me, O'r 
·fuuse for 'the last two days. · 

(-On Thursday afternoon with a brisk southward gale and ~; 
s~rene sky, w,e left the highlands. At the spot where the mo\m,. 
.tains. recede from the river, the river expands into a .kind of 
lalce, about two miles wide and ten mi(es long. The entrance , 
is formed by cliffs, lofty, steep and glcomv with woods, while ! 
the borders of the lake itself are easy sl~pes, checkered with 1 

cultiyated fields, farms and villages. . 
' ··."<The highlands from the height and boldness of the pro-\ 

mo_ntories, and ruggedness of the rocks, and the fantastic shape 1 

t~ey .a5sum~~ fully answer the expectations which my friends 
had excited. B~t the voyage over the lake, exceeded whatever 
x~y fancy had pictured of delightful. Three populous villages, 
Peekskill, New "Windsor and Newburg, and innumerable 
farms decorate its borders. 

· Yesterday we moved bllt slowly, the wind. becoming ad­
v~rse. At noon we drew into a wharf at Red-hook, and re­
mained there till evening. My friend and I seized the oppor­
tunity ()f wandering. The river bank is lofty, and \VOoded as :, 
us~al, but no wise remarkable.· · ' . . ' - . . 

.,... . Some .hours . before, a ~~ving ~~- 6Iuis~~p;e~ ~~;h~ h~~~f 
zon;·-reminded tis· of the Kaats-kill mountains~ · J'hef!~_are seen 
very advantageously from Red~hook, distant aheut . twenty 
miles, and appear of stupendous height. Their elevation h~ , 
been ascert:iined, but I do not recollect what it is. 

'..,-,.We roamed along the shore and among the bushes, high~ · ·, 
ly pleased with the exercise, and concluded our rambles with ·a \ 
bathing in the river. In leaving the sloop, I left most of my 
sluggish feelings behind me, and walked enough to make the 
night's repose acceptable and sound • 

..(..'With the tide to favour us we left Red-hook at eight o'clock, 
but were obliged to anchor again before morning. At six 
o'clock my friend and I accompanied the captain ashore, in 
search of milk and blackberries. I have since seated myself on 
d~i;k, watching the shore, as the breeze carried us slowly along. 
- - . . . ··----- - ----- ·--- -- -~- .. --- ---·- - ~- -----
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~friencl-isbusy w1tnhi~ spy glass; reconnoitering th~'.r<i"ck~ 
and hay stacks, and surveying the wharves and store hou.$es of 
Lunenburg and Hudson, villages we have just passed •. :fhave 
observed but little besides a steep bank, roughened by rock~-.an 
bushes, occasionally yielding to slopes of a parched and r~UOw­
ish soil, with poor cottages sparingly scattered, and n<>;wJarid 
tjlen-a small garden ·or field of corn. . A fellow p'assen~r !Cf( 
us at Hudson. One only remaining, a Mr. H.-- of Alba­
ny, a well behaved ni'an, '~hose attention is swallow~cl.,_i]l~~by 
J'!!r~· Bennet's '' Beggar Girl." l . · !'. ~~''' 

The sloop's crew consists of captain, mate, a man Fd ,:a 

'boy as cook·; all orderly, peaceable obliging persons. ·~-:.The 
cabin .being perfectly clean and comfortable, and provjs~ns 
plentiful and good, we have no reason to regret the delays occa­
sioned by adverse winds, and by calms. I have some vacan 
moments which a book might amuse. The e<aptain's wh~le 
stock consists of a book on navigation, Dillworth's Arithmetic, 

•and Goldsmith's Citizen of the ·world. I have looked into the 
last, but it does not please me. The fiction is ill supported, the 
style smooth and elegant, but the sentiments and observations 

: far from judicious or profound. ,, 
The mate has been telling me his adventures. A very 

crude and· brief tale it wast but acceptable and pleasing to me. 
A ,v~~ir~~~d°,the-g\~·j; a. very-trivi:ll ~~d~~iit~re~-A~w:-a-
~Y•~ This .man has been twice to Noo~~~_thence to Canton, 

,andt.1¥,:nce to Europe and home. He performed one whaling 
.voyag~.-to Greenland, and was fifteen months a seaman in al 
British seventy-four. . His South Sea voyage occupied eighteen 
~tbs, during which there was neither sickness nor death: 
among the crew~" ; 

--....-~-·___.J 

1J75 

This account of Brown's,e~ual in all respects to any othe~,has here-

tofore been unkno~vn in the ~nnala of early travelling by sloop an the 

Hudson R1Yer. 

In looking 1~to Goldsmith's Citizen.of the World 1t is lamentable 

Brown did not 11p f~r enough to find the Looking glass of Lao; t f he 

had he might have been enticed to continue so as to re~d a host of 

stories and ideas Which could not fail to have h~d much of ;:J.ll appeal 

1 Of :JonrA.d's Sele8t No7el.a,fiirB.:~nrnH'a D~ V::i.L~ourt W'ls Vol.I; 
Brown's J3.ne ta.1·oot No.IV. 
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to him. The slight thread or .a story made it appear worthless to 

Brown at thta time or his life when he was giving more attention to 

plot; but why he did not properly estimate Goldsmith's ·genius ta tn-

1 
comprehensible unless the mate was to blame for diverting hts atten-

tion. The Citizen_ or the World ia perhaps not very deep;perha.ps not 

sufficiently serious but it ta certainly broad.in its knowledge or 

hum~n life. For any literary worker it is also full of sound advice 

to authors whether they write in prose or verse and contemplate pub-

11cat1on in any med.tum of their craft. Brown's crtttctsm ts most super-

fic1al. The 111 support of the fiction ts the last fault in the world 

Brown should h~ve found.--he sinned in that detail as much if .not more 

than Goldsm1 th. 

1 In the Ju..~e 1806 Li~ra~y M;~~~l~~ Vol.III,pp.403-4 he does give 
Goldam1th his due. 



The experience of the mate in his voyages to Nootka we ma,y .. _ .· 

f1nd used in Jane _talbot as part of the hero•s,Colden•s,experience. 

After omitting what he said about Albar.y,which to-day would be 

of historical value and 1nterest,Dunlap•s extracts continue. 

.1 . ' ~ . .. ' L •, , 

1 
- t."(-M~nday) Leb~n~~,-July (i, 1~0~·:~1 

_..An hour ago we arrived at this delightful spot. DelighF 
fuljt is. in every view. The scenery around is sweetly picQi".' 

1 resque, swelling slopes, ·Juxuriant fertility and tjle wild m,usic . 
of birds, combine to ddight our senses while abroad, while the I 
·apartment~ are neat~ rustic and. perfectly commodious. Our I 
roorh looks out upon the neighbouring vallies at the m.ost j 

charming_point of view. Methinks I shall leave this spot with 
regret. To-morrow we propose to leave it. I 

'-"We know not yet what they call the springs or baths, and · 
.have seen none of the company at this hoUJe. • I suppose we 
shall presently be introduced to them at dinner, and employ the , 

. afternoon in wandering abroad. ' 
.,..:Our ride hither, being over a tolerably smooth road, and 

t}µ:ough a country that has many indications of being newly 
settled~ such as log huts, trunks of trees piled on each. oth~r for : 
f~ces, men ploughing among the undecayed stumps of trees, and j 
corn growing luxuriantly among tall oaks, which fire and the i 

girdling axe had robbed of their leafy honours, has been very j 
pleasing. In proportion as we approached Lebanon, the slopes l 
become longer, more beautiful and more cultivated, and now ! 
having reached our journey's end, we find ourselves within 
view of almost e\'ery thing that can cheer the heart of man.­
From the table wher~~ .:'.~~L!_-~a\'e a ~limpse of a sloping side 

of ~ -!l~f()lldary ~Y.ge ·.of the green ~;,;~t~ins, at the foot of 
whi~ ~baiion is situated. 

::-::; ~·~-· -- -- -- .• ~~•'t·lor-T r. ...,...t'l- ····------ -·-'-·-.,--~ 

Tuesday.( l~:_J'uly 1801.) 
- - . - - - .. - .. --- . ·-:-:~-- .--.-~ 

The company here are a few·mva11ds. Bes1de'thes.c¥"Al!ie 
are three girls and a young man from ·South· Carolina. ··~e. 
youth has a most unfavourable aspect, but is neverdietess gtibd' 
natured and intelligent. The ladies are shy, and have nothing 
particularly attractive. 

. .• Yesterday afternoon C. and I. visited the Shalcers1·viHage. 
This appears to be the paradise of health and tranquility. 'Our 
request to see their garden was complied with, but reluctantly. t 
An old man accompanied us through it who was easily p·revail­
ed upon to give us some account of his creed. The shakers 
who occupy this village, are only a branch of the .:s6citay. 
Their chief tenet you know is the sinfulness of ma'Friage;c.WO:d 
the arguments and quotations of this apostle, ~~re· alldireited 

1 



t~;~iS:;f}oiiit.• - They7 were~tange ~reasonings aricTWhiinsicar 
qudiattori11;~ bunl,~livered ~with ~e 'fitmost c0nlid~tit'€ iJ(:!di'gr I 
trttt~~.: -:~. :.:., ,. -;>·,:}i~. . ' ' ' . . ': : . ' • . . '-. '·.:.'\_~-'.' . J 

. I hav~ ·often regretted that' 1·:.had not:skiU in :t-aJdh~-::_~or'- : 
~~~· The countenance of our guide, and that of an aged sis- · 
tc::r who brought us water, were worth preserving.~ _ . -~ 

It would be interest·1ng to compare the visits of Brown and 

Hawthorne to that community or Shakers. After the equality of men 

and women and the discussion on marriage as presented in Alcuin 

it is not surprising that Brown was interested 1n the socialistic· 

side of the community while Hawthorne only thought the fringed 

gentians by the roadside worthy of his pen. However when he came 

to the next stopp1ng place of Brown's the greater genius asserted 

itself and Hawthorne found the germ of Ethan Brand, a work which 

Brow~ never equalled. 

The DUnlap extracts continue: 

"Thurs day, Northampton. ( 16 J'Uly 1801. ) 

. W~ lef~-Leb-;,non on-T~;day' ~fternGo~ ~nd" ttMtets~d· ;1 
\i~ry mountainous and beautiful country to PittsfieldU Her6°J 
-we found some scope for curiosity, and very agreeable a~am-: 
n1odations. Yesterday brought us to this place, where we 'find: 
every mark of comfort and opulence. \Ve know nobody;cand; 
can therefore seek employment and amusement only in ·our-I 

· s~ves, in the fields and the outsides of houses. We might 
' have had letters introducing us at every considerable town in 

the course of this journey, but proposing to fly along raPfdly,: 
we omitted to apply for them. I think we erred, as a friend, i 

. f9_r even an half hour is of some \•alue. 
· \Ve talk with those who chance to be oui- companions in 

-tbe'stage and at the inn~ ·and gain from them what the)<;~know. 
or choos~tQ tell, which of course is but little~ ,. __ , _ _ ~-__J 



New Haven, J"J.lY 18, ( l:80l~)saturday ~ven1ng. 

-~ Er~~~ 'q\iickly wea~tile ydu5,ty an . dul/oim o. . ~\ 
ford, and •r- traversing the-" most· part,_ ~~eel -to hire~ua 
cciachee to ta~ uuo- ·Middletown bef<>!'e-diriifettt.First-howe,-­
·or:ve ()bey~d the inv.itatioO,of a sign, and w~nt inh a sfu'h1;·1:p 
-ace ~tmo&se_ deer~': ·ThiS creature isYnative of;tbC nonhehi 
regioo~ 6£" Amei:ica,. ·and was '<re~i~le -iri cl.is• 11$tanc~~ 

lrueflytifor 'the- proofs of docility he gave -in obeying· the ·keep-
er's voice.'' .,. - - _ .,,, _; 

.. ·": ~ 
• j .... 

Dunl~p ajds to this that Brown called on h1s old friends at 

M:1d.dletown--the friends af 1793 an·1 l 79<j. ~Ht tne -gewer tr1a;g Q. 

The next extract opens:: 

"(New Hav~m.) Monday morning.( 20 July 1801..) 

__ W~-ha~ ~pent-almost two d;w~ here (New Have~J~;;-~d! 
though absolute strangers to every one we meet, have been ve-; 
ry much at our ease. '\Ve find company in each other of which I 
we have not hitherto been weary. Yesterday in the morning· 
we went to church, and heard Dr. Dwight preach an inge-1 
niou~ sermon to prove the reality of good and bad angels or : 
_geni~ A very agreeable doctrine in which the fancy is more ! 
~se~ to acquiesce than the understanding. ! 

At the present time ia 1mposa1ole to find the serrrcn Dwight 
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lleliYere-1 on tha.t ~ay. In 1801 he was aceustomecl to· exte.mpo·rtze-

fro."'D. slight notaa. Whether he had any manuscript of the 3ermon 

is not known. Apparently the three ser:nona· XVII I, XIX and XX on 

angels and fallen angel8 (in his publishecl T:'Hology, voi;.r ,pp.291"-

.}16) comprised the substance of what Brown_ heaz:d him del1Yer so 

t-rat the material that or1g1n3.lly h3.d been gilfen in one was 

elaborated into three publl!hed 3ermana. ·1·hus the e.xpos1 t1on is 

~a.::r!.ed through the tnree;;XIX being a more garruloJ.s XVIII. The 

genii only appear in the so-c~lled. Remarks to XIX,a.nd the bad 

angels 'lp'Psar in xx. In general the three sermons tr-ea.t or 'things 

that no man is given to understa.nc1-not even Dwight. Plenty of 

1nte~aating specul~t~ can 

active,a:'eeol~te fa.1th in a.n 

bP. indulged 1n if the imagination is 

. idu. ~vb~~~ 
3.ngel • s exts tence can :ind. sRetH<J. be 

A 

held,"o1lt no one o:i e:lrth has ever offered proo-f th:lt would have 

conv!.r..c~C. B:-own '1.t this time. l!'or the sake crt h1s '.lrgument Dwight 

took the figurative and symbolic statements of tr .. e B1"'Jle a.s 

vePale::"L as reem '\.ae creator himself. 
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As a c~1t1c1sm of Dwight's doctrine as eXpressed tn those three 

sermon~ Brown's one aentence,assuming it ts actually his and tr.2.t 

DUnl:ip :n:i.de no error L'l tranacription, is the best th9.t could 

have been made then or can be made now. The plan af the discourse 

i~ rormal,stiff,a.nd r~9tor1cally pedantic. For an ordinary aud1-

tory Lwight's sermons may h:J.ve been insp1ring;but on 20 J\lly 

1801 he had at lea~~ one P.xtraordin~ry 1~tell1genca listening to 

him. There was not very much difference in the.religious f~ith 

of the preacher and the attendant a.nd they had a remarkable nu~ 

ber of trait! in commonJthey also were prob,bly personally ac-

quaint~d,ao th~t Brown's ea.ra were att~uned by sympathy. B~t if 

Dwight ever spoke of an angel to all ~llg_el 1 t wa.s on that da.Y. 

To the ma.n who could wr1 te auch. a wor.k aa W1elantl,waieR: ii mgr .. 

the drie 3t pedant's drivel. 

The Journal entry 20 July lBOl a.t New Haven cent tnues; 
__ )a.·tlle afternoon-We ·emp1oyecf bur~eivesyveryagTeeaoil in~ 

~'scalin~ rock iri the neighbourhood, callea the Ea!it Rock. It' 
terminates abruptly one of the ridges of mbuntai~s :~n,at· range II 

from north to south through Conriecficut.' It is~aiy bold 
and very lofty precipice, and allowed our eye to ia~g~ over a j 
great ext-ttit of sea and land. 'We lingered on the brow of 

~ this hill, and ~anc!~z:~c!. _a~ t_~<:, f()o_t of_ it till ~~~~~~ apd re- • 

1 l'hia 1•3 not 1:1~ be: .eonai1~£¥4 11tera::i.,~ Bro·.vn ~,--i,.! :0t:t-e-~t~'b1Q. 
+ . ,, t; II • • ,_ la. .. JJL B JO. .-1 ... -1 i + "' ri t . Z! 1 -bn:· s..,a11 JV..,llCLl n·:;u ?UU4'•D •w/1 ae·1w1'1 er ~ev-:F:t1 Y1le obudeti:1tt!"'t 

~~~ ~~ wlJ~~ ~. 
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turned highly pleased with the grand and romantic 
scenery we had met with. 

Ha.ving nothing else to do,we have traversed this 
town in a.11 d1rect1ons,and indulged ourselves in 
speculating upon all we saw. We have met with several 
particulars worthy of rema.rk,and my friend ~is ~t 
this moment busy in recording his observations. 

No situation at an inn could be more agreeable than 
that which we enjoy here. The family are quiet and 
orderly,and their lodging and provisions excellent. 
We experience no interruption or intrusion at our 
meals or in our slumbers.• 

At that time the one place where Brown was liable to stop 

was at the inn run by Isaac Beers on the site of the present 

Hotel Taft. There in 1783 Beers the tavern~eeper had opened 

a book store in the lower part of the house and rented the rooms 

in the upper part to students and travellers. It is hard to 

believe he could have found such a quiet place among Yale students 

but the manners of youth change so easily and the record is so 

slight it may be true. 

There the extracts stop and the next information we have of 

our author shows him reestablished in his native city. 

---------



. I 



I ' 
~, · l<t. '7 ~ "v-o-'\ o~ 7 ~ ~5 'J .\,.""l"P'....,,._...10..-4. 

In 9\Y" •~~~ &t the Literary 1la.gaz1ne we have 
~~~~~·ct'4t~,~'-;;e::t ~ 

~ <M!..c!~+­
tound i:a iie llime ow 

'*~~ What are apparently two extracts from Brown's Jqurnal and as 9R8 ~9a*S 

. 1"'l~ ~ 
the date~ of this year and time or the year, .&ftE! Jlt8 liB:ff no cause< 

. ' . ~ ,. ~ !$£ :::"' 
to doubt t~ccurac:r, ~·U•e&e ~ee we -.-1 here ~tctnrtbea ae• 

~( ~ kc."-i°"'J~ 
~rgwn•e aai reprint them ascJ>ublished the numbers ~or December 

A.. 
' \l~ ~,....-;.·---

1803 and January 180~ der~superv1s1on 

~-tJ.~k-/l 
The first reads:: 

(\. 

,( JJ, ' .. 

tt Aug. 19, 1801 ••••• This day being : 
fixed on for setting out upon our · 
journey u~ the S~squehannah, bro- ' 
ther J ••. ~nd myself, mounted our 

. horses at six in the afternoon, and · 
taking to the Ridge road, arrived ! 
at tbe \Vissihicken, where we stop-
ped for the night. · 

Previous to the adoption of the 
plan, no~ in opera~ion, for. 'W._t!!:-
1ng the city of Philadelph1a1Clhis ' 
creek was recommended to the no­
tice of .the corporation, as eligible 
for the purpose ; but as there was 
reason to fear, that in dry seasons 
the water would prove insufficient, 
and as it woUld have been attended 
with considerable expense to pur­
chase the requisite number of mills 
which musthavebe-en destroyed to­
acquire a slifficienthead, the project 
was abandoned. Notwithstandtng 
L'ie p'criodical scantiness of the sup­
ply, this is a Yaluable stream. From 
Peter Robinson's, where it dis­
charges itself into the SChuylkill, 
to \Vlteler's, a distance of about 
twelve miles, in a direct line, there 
are eighteen merchant !in~ ~ist­
mills, capable of furmshmg, at . 
least, one hundred thousand barrels 
of flour, per annum ; but as they are 
not constantlv pz-ovided "'ith grain, 
and the water frequently fails! ~t is 
believed that they do not prepare 
more than sixty thousand. The 
average Philadelphia price of flour 
for the last ten years, may be safely 
taken at eight dollars and a quarter 

!' L II l I 
4't,. JO '~. u~ 

l J:u:r'.3,despitt~ :r:.\" e:-rcr l;.~:,.r· o::r enc.ing tiw dots ty· an "r" ,-,.v. 
• , ..;!.. 

2 Ac' we r.a.v2 seen Brcwr. r.J.d u. interest 1n the P1':.1Ll.dPlpr1ia w·1tr-r 
s11pply 1n 1801. 



per barrel!whi'ch proYes that tlie , 
millers of .wissihicken receive al- ' 
most half a million of dollil.rs annu- . 
ally, for the produce of their mills. ' 
In the year 1796, when flour was at 
the highest, and when, from the ex­
traordinary price, it is presumable 
that ·they manufactured more thlin 
the usual __ ~ua~tity, it is pro~~ble 

that their receipts fell little short o~ 
a million ; and that they have not

1

. 
laboured in vain, is fairly d~duce­
able from the Circumstance of their 
being rich. i 

The universal vehicle for convey~: 
ing the flour to market, is the wag-' 
gon ; and the vicinity to the city' 
gives these millers no inconsiderable: 
advantage over their competitors. i 

This mode of conveyance ia com-1 
mon throughout Pennsyl7ania. I~ 
New-York it is otherwise; water 
carriage alone being used there. 
The consequence of which is, thatj 
whenever the navigation of tb.ej 
North and East riveniainterrupt-J 
ed by ice, that City ia deprived ofl 
her inland comm= ; whereas,! 
Philadelphia earries on a hriskl 
trade with the interior country and\ 
her back settlements during the se­
ve!'est frosts. 

The banks of the Wissihicken !, 
are steep and rugged. They are i 
covered with a rich foliage of na- ! 
tive trees, interspersed with the. 
wild grape, the woodbine, and other 1' 

flowering plants, which perfume the 
air with their odour, and add great-\ 
ly to the beauty pf the scenery •••••. 
The wanderer may here immerse 
liimselfin the deepest solitude, and I 

1 • The following statement extract· 
ed from the books of an extensive 

· and correct flour factor;lin Phil:l.del­
phia, will shew the price of flour for 
a period of ten years. Instead of fol. 
lowing the fluctuations minutely into 
every month, the average sales of the 
two principal seasons in each year 
h:i.ve been taken. In 1796 it was as 
high as fourteen :i.nd a half, and even 
f.fteen dcll:i.rs; but it maintained these 
prices for a very limited time. 

AVERAGE. PRICE OT FLOUR IN PHI• 
LA DELPHIA. 

Sprint:· 
DOLLS. 

1791. •••••.•• 5 
2 •.••••••• 4 
s ......... 6 
4 ................ 7 
5 ....•........••.• 11 
6 ........•......•. 14 
7 ..........•...... 9 
8 ................ 8 50 
9 ..............• ; 9 50 

lSC-0 •...••••.....••• 10 50 

Fall. 
DOLLS. 

•••••• 5 •••••• 5 20 
.••• :: 6 33 
........... r 
......•... 13 
·········· 11 
·········· 8 50 
•········• 6 50 
····•··•·· 9 25 
.......... 1() " 

2 ..'3ro·Nn'3 friend Ti:Lotr:./ Paxto.:-_ -.v:1s A. flour factor • 
. :'\. 
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contemplate natUre. m-her.most·• 
bidden reces<Jes: .or, if other views 
be more agreeable to his _fancy, he 
may direct his steps towards th~ 
habitations of the millers, and feast 
his eyes <>n luxuriant and well culti­
vated fields; verdant mea~ows, and 
-variegated gardens. To thOse wh9 
have not lost their relish for the 
sportive charms of native scenery, 
a>ntrasted and blended with- the 
useful works 0£ man, Wissihicken 
will ever be adelightful retreat. Jn. 
my juvenile ~ys, I have often visit-: 
ed these hills to gaze on. the limpetf 
5tream, an_d ·breathe the delicious· 
ft-agrailce of the wild ~o.wer. • µe 
r.emembrance is now dear to me.1, 

The Clatter of the mills niight 
-well recal to our memory, the sim­
ple story of th£ GeruiaJ,t boo_r, who, 
Gft hisJirst approach to a milJ,heard 
a strange voi~e lpndly ·and delibe­
ntely p1"000uoce . " lch Juckt ,~r 
buckel ••••• Ich juckt ihr buckel ...... 
lch juckt ihr buckel.'I.. The Ian-· 
guage was sufficiently intelligible;' 
but, as he had committed no of­
fence, he supposed the threat was 
uttered against some other person. 
Curiosity tempted him to enter. 
He gave umbrage to the surly pro­
prietor, received a drubbing, and 
was turned out. The miller had 
occasion to alter the gears, and as 
the unlucky clown was hastening 
away, he suffered the additional 
mortification of being briskly taunt­
ed by the flippant mill with, " Gelt. 
lch habt ihr buckel gejuckt ? Gelt 
Ich habt buckel ihr gejuckt h_Gelt 
Ich habt ihr lmckel gejuckt ?•:;a . 

20 •••• Lodged as comfortably as ~ 
a sultry night would permit, at our I 
hospitable friend, P. Robinson's, • 't 
where we likewise breakfasted. · 
My unruly steed chose to put his 
foot on mine, so that lamene~ is 
added to debility. A foggy morn- . 
inr;, succeeded by a bright and hot · 
sun. Stopped to bait at Norris­
town. 'Tisa poor, ill-looking place, 
consisting of about twenty houses. 
The courts of justice for Montgo­
mery county are held in this place, 
in an ill-fashioned stone building •• ·• 
placed on a naked eminence. The 
town is situated on a sloping bankf 
on the margin of the river, which 
flows here, with a gentle current 
over a gravelly bottom. It is 
here that the canal is taken from 
the Schuylkill, and considerable 
progress has been made in cut. 
t~ng it through a rocky ridge, be­
low the town. The want of funds· 
has put a total stop to the work. It 

1 :his reco112ction 
2 .Prmvr. '.3 note : "I 1 l J. 

~ .=: t :-·.)_:::· 
~- ".. c~·:l - . I ' 11 t 1 o ~,:le , &.c • " 

.:: ... '.J: 

~ Hey! didn't I tickle your back .... 
Hey ! tiid'nt I C:;'c. · ' · 
· I know of no wcrd in the. English 
Ia.nguage that expresses tne f'ull mean­
ing of the German juck or Jucken. 

· I have used tickle .... but it has by n<> 
means the same humorous significa­
tion. It is also observable, th<tt the 

: German articulation more nearly re­
. se.mbles the language of the mill than· 

ths: E11i;lialJ. .~ -· _ . . . , 1 't ~\~ M.~ ~e.. -\'~i ~~er c) ~o..vj A1i.a'<er. 
~ich4..& ' Mil~ 

(_ \'1~'1. 



is to be hoped, tlmt it will at some 
period be resumed. Notwithstand­
ing the large sums which have al­
.readv been expended on this ob-, 
Ject," it is pro1Jable that it will yet, 
require between th:-ee and four' 
hundred thousand dollars. to com­
plete it. It is satisfactory, howcve:, 
to ob~en·e, that much of what is 
done is of a re:-manent nature; 
but unless the Susqueh::mnah and. 
Schuj·lkill car.al be accomplished,· 
and the naYig~tion of the :r;ver, 
abO\'e this place be considerably · 
improved, ti1e utility of the Sclmyl-i 
kill and Delaware canal may be, 
que!rtinnahle. '\.Yhene,·erthe waters 
are sufficiently high to admit of the 
passage of. rafts or loaded boats to 

1 

Norrhtown, they can r.lwars pro-, 
cecd with safety to the city. This· 
circumstance, no doubt, occurred to 
the projectors and prosecutors of 
the work. 

In one cf the rooms of the t:n"Crn1 ' 

we observed a pedlar, very busy in 
displaying his scanty wares on the 
backs of chr.irs, on tables and 
trunks, with an air as consequen- I 
tial as if he were surrounded with i 
the riches of Intloshn. He had 
posted an ad,·ertisernent on the 
door, enumerating the articles he 
had for sale, and giving notice that 
he wou1d sell very cheap, and con­
tinue for &ome days,. and longer if 
encouraged. Itisremarkable,how­
ever, notwithstanding the general 
opprobt'ium heapetl on the poor 
petllars, that some of the wealthiest 
traders in A mel'ica commenced bu­
siness in this humble station. 

The Ridge road is a channel 
thrm;gh which immeme riches flmv i 
into the cit;.-. Large quantities of : 
lime, marble, flcur, and ether pro­
duce of the country, being continu­
ally conveyed along it, which occa­
sion it to be much cut up, and from 
the nature cf the soil, 1t is, dm·ing 
'\'linter, nearly impassable ; whiic 
in summer the c1ec'l bed of du£t 
which coYcrs it, renders tran•i!in:; 
very unpleas:1nt. A tul'llpike h:is 
become a!:Tlost indispens"b!e. 

V\"e stopped to vicvl the stone 
bridge ever foe Fcrkicmcn, a 5mall 

but beautiful stream. This is cne 
nf the greatest structures of the kind 
in America, and adds greatly and -
jmtl~' to the fame of Pennsylvania 
m this resrect. It was built by one 
Lewis, a \Velshman, of no educa­
tion. He has, however, given much 
sntisfact:on to his emplo.•ers in the : 
execut!on of this work. It is built not 
withr.•1~ taste-, anrl has a good effect 
u;::on the eye, t!1ough irregular in· 
its com;~1·uction. It has one arch 
Gf sc;-c1~ty-the f\.'et span, three of 
5ixt,·, ar.d two of thirty, r<'sting on 
strong ;>il':'s anrl solid abutments. It 
pas~es nhliquclr over the ~hannel, 
and appear~ ta be, including t11e 
abutments, between se,·en and eii:ht 
hundred feet in length ; but the 
~trcam does net usually occupy 
more th::. n nne fourth of that b-pace. 
The bridge is sufficientlv broad to. 
admit tv .. ·o Carriaf?;cs a-bt:east. 



Dined at the -1'raft Tavern,- a­
rnHe and an half beyond the bridge, 
and twenty-six mi!es from Philadel­
phia. During our stay, there oc­
curred a heavy fall of rain. We 
were overtaken here by the sheriff' 
of Montgomery county, with a jury 
in his t:-ain. As they appeared to 
be bent upon a frolic, 1 inquired 
of one of them, whom I knew, 
whither they were going. He re­
plied, " A few miles higher up tD 
held an inqi;est on some land, which , 
might be done in a day ; but, as the ; 
sheriff was just going out of office, ' 
and the expense was to fall on 
others, they intended to keeft it up. . 
three davs." All of them were ' 

·mounted; and if some of the horses 
lacked sf;irit, it was otherwise with 
their riders. 

Showery all the afternoon. Eve-
. rv little transient cloud was sur­
ch::rged v:ith water, and seemed in 
a hum::mr to be mei:1:y ·with us. We ' 
stopped to save our jackets, and 
then it ceased to rain. Invited by 
a bi'ight sun. we set out again, and 
it immediately began to pour ••••• 
Cithers were no ht:tter off than our­
selves. One C!!'re-taking man, par­
ticularly, was constantly occupied 
in putti:.s en and pulling off hi.5 
grc::t c:x·:t, ar.'1 ro unlucky was he, 

.that he was seldom in the right • 

. When it rairied, his coat was snugly 
tied to his saddle ••.• he made haste · 
to get it on his back, and lo! it 
ceased to rain : while the heat of 
the sun soon obliged him to alight, 
·and fix it on the saddle again. It 
served us for an occasional Ia:ugh, 
and if all our miscalculations and 
'misfortunes could be passed off as 
merrily, we should fare much bet-· 
ter than most of us do, in our jour­
ney through life. 

The farm-hcuseswithin sight are 
generally built of stone, and form, 
in this respect, a striking contrast l 
to the wooden houses of New-Eng­
land. Dwellii;igs of stone and of 
brick are universally condemned ' 
by our eastern brethren, as destruc­
tive of health ; but if this prejudice 
were not otherwise contradicted, ; 
the hardy appearance of the peo­
ple among whom we now are, is far i 
from warranting the belief. Nor 
lack of taverns •••• there are ele­
ven in a distance of as many 
miles, between the Bridge and 
Pottsgrove.1.So many are not ne• 
cessary for the accommodation of 
travellers •.•• they serve as places of 
drunkennessand debauchery to the 
idle andprofligate in the neighbour~; 
hood, and are, in fact, public nui-' 
sances. The scil b n~t gene~ 

2 p;;r'.1ip3 Brow;1 -i.n:-<. :-~1:~ 

~H SS Pott 3. 
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ia)ly ncn, consisting of'a~·tJilii1 
tedish loam, hilly and gravelly~~~. 
We passed though a populous c:Qon;.. 
try, and arrived at thep~ettflittle 
village of Pottsgrove before sun-seL I 

. At the entrance of the town, tliere\ 
is an unoccupied large .stone-1 
house, which, as we were inform­
ed, was erected by one of the Pott's, 
on a high .spot of ground, which. 
!lever was completed, ·from .water 
being nowhere to be fq\lnd upon the 
hill. Though several hulldted 
potinds were expended o:ii thii 
hotise, the briilder was not · more I 
slfort;;.sighted than he who built a 
mill in Daui>hin connty, in ten.ding· to 
make it pump up the water; . by 
whlch it was to be supplied; '.and 
from which it was to derive all its 
torc;e. · 

·---------~-~~ 

The land about this villa~ is ter­
tile, an\). well cultivated. Tlie ion 
is situated thirty-seven miles frcim 
Philadelphia, in a .valley, near the 

· Schuylkill, but not within sight 'o'f 
it ; and contains one hundred and 
fifty houses, chiefly stone apdbtjck'. 
The most notable circumstance 
that occurred here, was the rilea:.. 
suring of a radish in the landlOrd's 
garden, which proved to be twenty- , 
two and an half inches in circum- 1 

ference. 
21 •• Jpepartedbytimes. Cross­

ed the Mawnytawny, a small creek, 
and breakfasted at the White-horse, 
five miles on our way .... fared well. 
Soon after crossed the Monock.ass~ 
over a substantial stone-bridge of 
six arches. Tarried an hour at 
Reading, which is a considerable~ 
but ill-looking town, sixteen and an 
half miles from Pottsgrove. One 
story log-houses, filled in with brick 
or stone, small, slovenly and incon­
venient, with a few modern build­
ings, clumsily crnamentecf, is :j. 
full description of Reading. \Ve 
met here a Philadelphian, who 
told us, he could not, after re- , 
peated trials, find a chaise, or any 
kind of carriage, for hire in the 
town. This place is noted for its 
hatters. A great many wool hats, 
of good fabric, are made here, sold 
to the Philadelphia hatters, and 
thence dispersed every where ••• ~~ . 
They manufacture them so cheap, 
and their work is in such· credit; 
that no body in Philadelphia at­
tempts the same business. Tliey are 
much superior to the wool hats usu­
ally impol'ted from England. 

Schuylkill is on the west side of 
Reading, out of view. Hills obstruct 
the prospect on every other side. 
The town lies, comparatively, low,· 
in a contracted, but fertile valley~ 1 

the hills are ~enerally culthrated on 
their sides, though some cf them ' 
arebleakand barren. The contrast 
is not unpleasant. Near the town 
flows the Tulpehocken into the 
Schuylkill. Bymeans of this stream, 
and the Quitipihilla, the sources of 
each apprcad•Jng very near to each. 

i · ... i nt i "l ... " l I s t .'11 s a 3 gru ~ ~ ~ -' 



other, one of the projected canals ; 
was intended to lll'lite the Susque- 1 

hannah and Schuvlkill. , 
·This canal has.suffered the same i 

fate as the other •••• the work has! 
Jong since been suspended. Toren-' 
der the Delaware and Schuvlkill I 
canal extensively useful, it will be 
necessary to complete this •••• by 1 

means of which a water communi-r 
cation may be opened with an ex­
tensive country bordering on the 
wide spreading branches of the1 
Snsqtiehannah, and on the lakes I 
north-west of the Pcnnsylv:mia1 
line. 

My countrymen project with 
1 

more zeal than they execute, and I 
are not backward to undertake l 
iuore than they can perform. The l' 
failure of these canals may be at­
tributed to a variety of causes. It 
was not to be expected;considering 1 

the number and ma0nitude of the : 
public works commenced at the I 
same period, that a sum, commen­
surate to their seasonable comple­
tion, could be suddenly diverted 
from tbe capital employed, by the ! 
citizens, in pursuits more pressing I 
in their demands, more generally 
tmderstood, and more certain in 
their issue. Many of the subscri­
bers were mere speculators, and 
became stockholders with no view 
steadily to prosecute the work; but 
to embrace the first favourable mo­
ment to sell out to a profit. These 
nominal members were like dead 1 

'veights on the exertions of the rest. 
Certain other individuals, whose : 
extensive schemes of aggrandize- ; 
r.ient h::tve no parallel in this, or 
perhaps any other country, having i 
purchased largely of the stock, pas- ' 
sessed themselves of a considerable : 
portion of the funds of their asso- i 
ciatcd breth;·en, and then becoming I 
bankrupts, thus effectually para- I 
Hzed, if they have not given the 
cleath wound to these valuable 
works. 1 

Still pursuing the course of the I 
river on its eastern side, we halted 
ten miles from Reading, at Ham­
bul'gh, orC~rter's-town •••• or,as the 
Gei·mans iu the neighbourhood pro-

nounce it, Kaarker's sthettle ••••• 
a small place of forty houses, which 
seems to carry on a brisk trade in ' 
card-playing and horse-racing. 

Before we reached Hamburgh 
we crossed i'viaiden-creek, a consi~ 
derab!e stream, over a wooden. 
brid;;c, resting on stone piers .••••. 
;\bcut this creek there is gOOd 
land, And the redish hue of the soil 
so c.onspicuous hitherto, begins to , 
dec!me. 1 

Everywhere we find the descend- ' 
ants of Germans. They arc the 
principal settlers of the countn• 
and arc a rude uncultivated peopl~' 
net noted for civility, nor apt t~ 
render dbinterested services to 
strangers or each other. 

A mile from Hamburgh we be~ 
to skirt the first ridge of mountalns 
on a wild, rugged road, cut along 

. itssi~es, at the f?ot of which flows 
the river, sometimes placidly and 



slowly; and sometimes rlipidly-a:nct 1 
turbuiently over rocks and shoals: : 
The roaclisfrequentlysi:i.."ty,andan; 
hundred feet almost vertically abOve ' 
the rh·er, and is too na1Tow to hl- ' 
low carriages to pass each other •. · 
Three miles further we crossed at 
Ege 's Forge the eastern branch call- · 
ed Little Schuylkill, having passed · 
in view of the junctioil a little below. 
Both branches head in this immense· 
chain of mountains. Theroughncssof •. 
the road made trarelling very-tire- · 
some,andoccasiontdus to be benight- 1 

ed, a circumstance however, which·; 
we had little reason to regret. The., 
air of the mountains after a hot day, ~ 
was very refreshing, and the full ·j 
moon, rising majestically over the -~ 
hill-tops, contributed not a little to · 
the grandeur of the scenery. The• ; 
d:trk sides ofthe mountains formed ' 
a picteresque contrast to the silvery· ' 
iilumination which invested the rest : 
of the landscape. At length we -: 
reached our intended resting place, I 
and were received with significant · 
bows and looks, by a·boorish look.: ·i 
ing German, whom \Ve soon found. 
to be our landlord. Judging from 
appearances we prepared ourselves 
for rough fair in this barren region. 

· \.)1'e ~<luirecl_ _!_hat we coUld ha"9 

to eat, and were answered, anything 
you please. J ••..• was for coffee, 
but I dissuaded him, expecting he ' 
would not relish it if made; we call­
ecl for milk, which was furnished 
of the best quality and in nice or- ' 
der, with abundance of good butter 
and cheese. J ••••• proposed the ad­
dition of pye, " well," said our host, 
"you can have it," and forthwith 
produced pyes of two kinds, both 
excellent. Such fare in a wilder­
ness was unexpected, and we did it 
justice by finishing near a quart of 
milk each. • 

Our landlord's name is Davie! 
Pensinger. His house is nine miles 
from Hamburgh. He seems desirous 
of pleasing, and amused us much by 
his aukward nods and singnlar re-, 
marks. As an inst.~nce, when we 1 
ordered oats for our horses, he l 
stopped to point out to us the remark- : 
able resemblance between the Eng-· 
lish and German pronunciation of 
the word, one being" oats," and the . 
other " haaver." 

22 .•••• Several of us, havi:;g been 
crowded together in a small, close 
room, and the weather being ex­
ceedingly warm, I slept little on 
my -musty dusty bed of chaff with 
one scantv sheet: heard the clock 
lltrike every hour of the night, and 
rose between three and four in the 
mP.-rning. · 

J ••••• .'s horse is lame, and mine. 
m:ich galled, and this is the more· 
unpleasant as we have a rough 
tiresome day's ride before us. 
'Ve are r.ow among the mountains, 
nnd expect to travel slowly. Pen-' 
singer, after examining J •••••• 's 
hors::, gravely informed him of a 
cure which he said could not fail of 
J;nccess ••. ·"At the next hou~e you , 

l~ (1 



stop at, look for a bag, and steal ' 
the string. This, tie round. your 
l1orses lame leg, but be sure you do. 
it witl1out being seen by any body." 

'Ve have been diligently empli:>y­
e:l three hours in going to Reever's, 
a distance of eight or ten ~iles. 
J ••••• will scarcely find it necessary 
to purlcin a string, as his. horse 
moYes as usual. No improvements , 
\'iaible except a few low huts, with ! _______ ,_) 

small patches of cleared ground . 
about· them, mostly planted with ' 
buck-wheat. Buck-wheat is the grain ! 
chiefly grown in this part of the : 
country, and is employed to feed 
their poultry, their hogs and them-·: 
selves. Good rye is likewise culti- · 
vatecl to profit, but the soil is too 1 

light for wheat, and we saw. none i 
of it. · 

Every where the women are busy 
in the fields with the men, and both 
sexes are principally occupied in 
destroying the trees. A shirt of·, 
coarse linen, wide trowsers of tow : 
cloth, a broad rimmed black wool i 
hat, and leather shoes, composed '. 
the dress of the men ; most of them 1 

had pipes in their mouths. The , 
dress of tile women consisted ot ; 
three articles; a hat similar to that 
worn by the men, the usual gar­
ment of coarse linen, and a lin­
sey petticoat, to which some of 
them added a neck handkerchief 
and shoes. The air we breathe is 
impregnated with tile odour of 
wild flowers, with which the 
woods abound, and of which we , 
obser\•ed a great Yariety. Ree­
Yer's wife appeared to exert herself 
to entertain us,imd amongotherdain­
ties placed before us a large dish of· 
friedonionsswimmingin fat. Here 
we were overtaken by tllree young 
men on foot from Philadelphia, 
bound to C11tawe,ssey, who left 
Reading when we did. An active 
man on foot, will, on a journey of 
considerable extent, keep pace 
with a horseman, ·so much time is 
consumed in the .care necessarily- . 
be~towed 011 that animal, and who 
requires longer and more frequent 
intervals of rest, inasmuch as he · 
carries not only himself; but his ri-
der. . 

It is amming to obEerYe the effect 
of poiitical :t.eal in this impoverish­
ed tract. E~~e:-y few miles present . 
us\\ ith a 1ibert;; pole towering near 
scme dismal hovel, and decorated 
with party coloui·e<l flags and liber­
.ty caps. 

\'Ve perceived no pines, nor eyer­
greens of any kind till ~e entered 
the mountains, and now few other 



trees of any ·importance present I 
themselves. ' It is reasonable to 
believe that these trees. prevailed 
originally and generally through• ' 
out a considerable portion: of the\ 
United States. Where settlements· 
are newly made, and the pine and i 

hemlock are cut dovro, they are in- : 
variably succeeded bv the oak and .· 
hickory. It is probable that . the ' 
dwarf bush or scrub oak differs not ' 
in species from those of· larger site,~ 
for it is always sure toexpandtothe i 
customarymagnitude, when the lofty , 
trees which overshadow ,and impede 
its growth are removed. This is the 
case in every part of the continene 
that I have visited. · · ·· 

· Between Reever's and Kepner'& 
(,about eight miles) there is but one 
·house, or rather hovel. Kepner is' 
a lively talkative old fellow,- .and 
his house is one of the best in its ' 
materials and constructien in the • 
woods. It i. s of he:wn logs cine llUi. ry 

1

. 
11.igh, and twenty feet square,: com• 
posing a sfngle room in which the 
1andlord tells us he has lodged forty · 
persons at once. . ··'.; '. 

This man left a good plantation ! 
in a populous neighbourhood to re-I 
side in this lonely ·and sterile spot. 
This he does not regret, but laments 1 

very much his having abandoned 
another mode of life, whi1:4. was 
that -0f driving a waggon and'. team 
of horses, which he says, he follow­
ed for forty-five .years, without in~ 
terruption. We had a repast of 
some venison, rye bread and butter, 
radishes and cheese, a:ll very excel­
lent, and whisky, being the only n .. 
quor hishouseafforded. Our horses 
had a plentiful mess of cut rye and 
straw : for all which he charged us 
twentr

1
-five c_ents. " T~e~ty-five 

cents, exclaimed J ••••• r.-,w1th up­
lifted hands and eyes, affecting to 
be amazed at the extravagance of 
the demand. " vVhy tus you dink 
es is du much?" Was the query 
of our good natured host, with­
drawing his hand as the money was 
presented to him. He would wil­
lingly have reduced the price. ·In 
any of the southern states a less 
comfortable and ,1entiful sup~_Jf 

would have cost us two dollars. 
The old man was well pleased with 
our liberality in paying the full 
quarter ef a dollar, and on parting 
wished us a pleasant ride. " 

The second extra.ct appears in the next nwnber of the p! r1od1cal,. 

and re-1.dS: 

::->::..~, 0 1.3 ·designa.tei witho1.i.t ·my 
no '.C·-i,U:::!.1ntance w1 th iny~EBett 
des!. s~1:i ted. 



THJ: next stage w.1sLave~berg's, j 
aine miles from Kepner's, . There I 

is no cultivation of any kind between 
the two places. The large treei 
haveatdifferent periods been blown 
down, and the ground is thickly 
covered with low timber, chiefly 
oak bushes, producing vast quanti­
ties of acorns, nuts and berries, and 
inhabited by panthers and deer, 
together with nnmense multitudes i 
of pheasants, and other wild fowl, ' 
among which the turkey is fre­
quently seen. 

It is probable that many years 
will elapse befo.-e this tract will 
become the home of man, as there 
are yet so many millions of acres 
of better land unsettled in the United 
States. The temptation to cultivate 
any portion of this spot must there. 
fore be feebie and remote. Tht 
period may never arrive •••• but it i1 
evident, sterile and bleak as it is 
that it might be forced to contri. 
bute to human support. One grea: 
art in cultivation consists- in adapt. 
ing the product to the nature cf 
the climate and soil, and when 
berries and nuts grow spontane­
ously, the genius and industry of 
man, goaded by necessity, may 
surely contrive the means of sub­
sistence. The surface is gravel, 
sand, and rock, with a small mix­
ture of loam. 

We overtook two young men on 
foot, who had killed a rattle-snake 
having tweh·e rattles. This is 
undoubtedly one of the most formi­
dable reptiles of North-America; 
and it is a fortunate circumstance 
that he sCldom if ever commences 
an attack without previous notice. 
He is naturally s!uggi£h, but, con­
scious of his power, is little dis­
posed to yield his path to an intru­
der. His maxim seems to be, 
" Let me a!cne, and I'll let you 
alone." \Vhen irritated he rarely 
misses his object, if within his reach, 
and it is a remarkable fact, that, 
after the head is severed from the 
body, if you touch the tail with a 
stick, the part nearest the head will 
strike the offending stick with great 
force, and so instantly and cer­
tainly, that it requires uncommoa 
C.exteritr to iiscid the blow. 

Notwithstandmg Yulgar preju­
dice, there are few of our snakes 
whose bite is not as harmless as the 
bite of a mouse. This iio certainly 
the case with the black snake, gar­
ter sn:ike, water snake, and some 
ofaers. 

L:tvenberg finds it necessary to 
house his sheep at night. Not many 
years since the wolves were so bold 
that they frequently advanced into 
his barn yard in the day time and 
carried cff his flock. 

To keep the wolf at a dist:mce, 
it is sufficient occasionally to scour 
bis haunts with a pack cf the larger 
speciesofhoumls: they arehisnatu­
ral enemies, and he never fails to 
desert the country which echoes to 
their music. 



·when at Lavenberg•s; :we. ima-: 
gined we had passed the worst of 
our day's ride,. having crossed nol 
less than fi¥e stupendous ridges of! 
mountains: the Blue, the 1.;usca•' 
roro, the Locust, the Broad, and' 
the Mahanoy. The passage over 
them is better aclauted to the taste, 
of a poet, than tt that of a farmer. 
Here arc also a fe\V handsome 
lover's leaps, where the heart-sick' 
melting swain· might find a ready' 
cure for all his earthly affiictious. · 
The · road skirts some of these: 
ridges at the height of one thou-! 
sand or more feet, nearly vertically I 
above the contracted vallies which 
border their rude bases. Instances 1 

some?rnc;s occur <:f loaded waggons , 
~e.et11;1g m these c:mgercus pas~es, : 
m which care there is no alterna­
tive but to ung:car one of the teams, j 
to conduct the horses one by one to· 
the rear .,f the w~ggon, and then to 
draw it back until a spot can be 
found rnfficiently level and spacious' 
to turn aside, which in i;ome parts 
requrres the patient toil of hou,rs,: 
and the retrngrade motion of miles. i 
To prevent these disagreeable con- : 
sc1uences, the ·w:tggoncrs crack.: 
their whip;;, and -,,hocp to g:vc i 
uotice of t~1eh· at'!)r02.Ch. '111ey 
h~J need to b".! rnre~ul, for a tdflbi; 
n11stake w·o:.ild be attended \\'i~h 
foev!table des~ruc~ion. It is not a 
Httle surp~i~iug tl~~-~ 'vagg?ns, __ car-

rying from twelve to fourteen bar­
rels of flour, are continually tra­
velling these roads,. which, we 
thought, were almost impassable 
on horseback, and frequently led 
our horses, and walked for hour& 
successively in preference to riding. · 

It had been threatening rain all 
day, and while at Lavenberg's, a 
smart shower fell; it ceased between 
four and five in the afternoon, when 
we again mounted and proceeded 
on our way. Presently we begau 
to ascend what is called the Little 
Mountain, but which is in reality a 
very lofty and rugged ridge. As 
we approached its sumtnit, a scene 
suddenly opened to ourview, which, 
fo;: a time, rivetted our whole at- : 
tention, and engrossed all our . 
thoughts. \Ve were struck with 
admiration and ~urprise, mixed 
with pleasure and awe. Towards 
the south-west our view extended 
to an immens~ distance over an 
unimproved and woody countrv, 
where mountains rise ba~k ofmoui1-
tains as far as the eye can reach, 
seeming to vie with each other in 
the wiid aspect of t..lieir fronts, and 
in the bold elevation of their peab • 
. Around them clouds were seen to 
ru~h in e\·ery direction, and dark 
storms were fast gathering en their 
cra:;gy si<les. Neither of us had 
ever witnessed similar appearar.­
ces, and we involuntarilv halted to 
indulge in the transports of the me­
ment. v:e s~w the rain descend­
ii:g in copi0us streams beneath the 
n1oun~aint;'to~s; v,·itncssed the vivid 
flash of the tremulous lightning ap­
pare:J~l;r below us; and listened to 
the P.Yi fol r:cal of C:i~tunt thunder 

...-; 

~ 

1 This vvas pa.rt 0 f thP. tract cf l ~r. l1 purchased by Stephen Girard in 1830. It . 
co:,..pr-ised some of the richt~St co:il l8.r.,1s in the whole country,tut ir .. 1801 ~ 
tr1e usf~ of coal was unknown. See Stephen S1mpson:Biograph.Y of Stephen GirardC-



re-echoed from cliff to cliff, and I 
answering to the hollow blast of the ' 
i:lriving wind. \Ve were'not long I 
pcrmitfed to rennin idle spectators 
of this con!lict of the elements, nor , 
to enjoy unmolested the no,·elty and I 
sublimity of this scene. Presen\ly · 
a tumultuous assemblage of clou<ls · 
arr~ving fron1 va.rious points, pre­
sented themselves against the side 
of the r.1cu1:i'l.in r.curei:t to u~, and , 
distant abaiit three miles. We saw! 
.t!1e storm h::.stily ad...-ance1 :ind d~) 
itself against the opposingemjnence. I 
Jt grew darker and darker, as if I 
enraged at the interruption, and i 
determined to surmount it. We; 
were in full view of the contest. It ' 
:was of short duration. · The storm · 
:moved slowiy to the summit in an: 
oblique direction from us,yand hav-. 
~ing surmounted it, came with head-: 

long speed down the opposite side.' 
The mountain on which we were 
.was the next hi~hest point of at-: 
..traction, and the gloomy mass ad- j 
vanced with great velocity towards. 
ns. The wind began to whistle / 
.keenly around us, and . the wild. 
driving of the coming tempest soon ' 
awakened us to a sense of our ex-' 
posed situation. To avoid it was: 
impossible, and our· inhospitable : 
region affortled us not the slightest ' 
shelter. We prepared to defend 
ourselves in the beat manner we 
could, by covering our ¥tis with oil J 6-
cloths, and buttoningourgreatcoats 
.tight about us. It was in vain; ·for, ·1 

lo a few minutes ·we were wet to 
the skin and completely drenched; 
the water appeared to fall, not in 
.d reps, but in sheets, and the effects 
of i!s violence on our faces was very 
disagreeable and eYen painful. Our 
horses were not better pleased than 
ourseh-es. They could snort and 
prance, hut, like their masters, 
were compelled to bear the wind 
and rain without a hope of protec-
tion or escape. On our right there 
was an insurmountable barrier of 
rocks, and on oul" left a most dan-
.gerous precipice. The road. was 
too rough and steep to admit of 
their being urged out of a slow 
walk, in addition to which thl" rain 
that fell so covered the passage, 
that, in a short time, they were 
constantly wading through torrents, 
which must have effectually pre-
clurlcd cm· march, had not the 
floods found frequent openings, 
<lown which they rushed to the 
bwer grounds: in this situation we 
clrag;>;ed on, the•storm beating on 
us with great violence .••• our horses 
moved forward with reluctance, 
nnd we became apprehensive, that, · 
·when we should descend to the op-
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posite foot of the mountahi, wf! 
should have to encounter some cur­
rent rendered impassable by the 
rain, and thus be compelled to re- · 
turn to Lavenberg's after night. 
In this apprehension we were partly 
mistaken, for we'-afterwards disco­
vered that our cou'rSe lay over high 
ground"J, the western descent of the 
mountain being inconsiderable. We 
continued in a wilderness, nor saw 
improvement of any kind, until we 
were seven miles · from our last 
stage, when we were gratified with 
the appearance of a house. T~e . 
storm had greatly abated, but 1t 
continued to rain very fast, and we 
pleased ourselves with the hope of 
procuring a somfortable re~reat for 
the night. A nearer inspection of~ 
the miserable hovel decided the 
matter, and we determined to pro­
ceed rather than enter it. It was a . 
one story building, but whether of 
wood or stone we did not sufficiently 
examine to remember. It wasevi­
dently' 'too much open to the wea­
ther to protect its inhabitants, who, 
young and old, flocked together to 
gape at us as we passed. Their 
complexions were ruddy, and the 
children were in rags about the 
door sporting in the rain and mud. 
Two miles further on our way we 
p1ssed 'another sorry dwelling, after 
which we saw several newly im­
proved farms and cottages, in a to­
lerable soil. Night came on as we 
crossed the Catawessy l\fountain, 
which was nigh occasioning us a 
disagreeable if not a_ fatal accident. 
\Ve were utter strangers to the 
road, and it became so dark that 
we could scarce see a yard before 
us. \Vhen arrived at the Cata­
wessy creek, my horse refused to 
rnoye forward ; I urged him but he 
became unruly. J. who had been 
behind me, came up, and thcught 
he could perceiYe that we were 
about to enter on the ruins of a 
bridge totally impassable on horse­
back. This we found to be the 
case when we had an opportunity 
of i1iewing the same place in open 
day, and had we proceeded m~ny 
steps further, it is quite probable-

;hat both h~;~-~-;~d~iders would' 
have been lost. The skeleton of an/ 
old wocden bridge, with a single 
plank extender! leng;.h-wise O\'er / 
the stream, and b.trely sufficient to: 
admit a footman, was all that re- ' 
mained. From the roaring of the I 
water it was evidently not inconsi- ' 
derable either in quantity or f'orce ; i 
but whether the noise was the ef­
fect of natural falls, or proceeded ; 
from a mill-dam, we were unable ' 
to determine. \Ve could net, in' 
our wet disagreeable trim, think of 1 

turning back, especially as there , 
was no house near us, nor a.ny that 
we knew of, in which we could'. 
count on being comfortably lodged 
on this side of Lavenberg's. The 
prospect on either hand was not 
very con~oling ! _we c~u~,ll~J:l~~C:: 



reaclienLii venoorg-s-t:ieToremm-n~ 
ing, and we knew not the width, 
depth, or rapidity of the creek. 
There was no ,person at hand to 
consult, and who by a single friendly 
word, might have relieved us fi:om 
our perplexity. At length we de-

1 

termined to proceed, encouragedf 
by the appearance of a light on the 
opposite shore, which conyinced us 
that a human habitation was at 
hand. Directed by the roaring of 
the falls, we moved cautiously be­
low them, and boldly took the 
stream : we were exceedingly elat- j 
ed on fiqding it less formidable than 
we fear~d, and soon laudec_j! safely 
on the western bank&. We no1'" 
inquired ~ur way, ·:tlid being di­
rected into the right road, reached 
the town of Cat:nvessy in a s~ort 
time, it being bGt about half a Jl)ile 
from the ereek. . 

Our first car·e was·to change our 
Clothing, but on opening our saddle­
bags, we perceived that the rain 
had peiietr:.ited them and wet~·ery

1 garment. However, by an inter­
change of civilities, .we .con!rived 
to muster as many pieces between 
us as enab!ed eac}1 to have :1 tole~a-1 
bly dry smt. A silk coatee m which 
I re.de, was changed into. a .dozen 
colours and shades, and 111i3ht have I 
suitetl Joseph of old, though it was I 
ren<le1:id-u~et;;~ t:i>7 me.- -Even -ou.r. 
hats, notwithstanding their cover­
ings of oil tloth, were thoroughly 
wet. After a little furbishing and 
recruiting, we could not but give I 
vent to some merriment, on loo~­
ing round our chamber, which had 1· 

more of the appearance of a washer­
woman's kitchen than of a lodging i 
room, so handsomely had wi:; deco- · 
rated it with our dripping apparel. I 

23d. A good dish of coffee in the 1 

evening, and a comfortable night's • 
lodging, make us feel little the ; 
worse for the exposure and drench- I 
ing of yesterday. It rained most cif 
the night. This morning the sky 
is fair and serene. 

It seems an odd humour in our 
landlady to make choice of a case 
of walnut drawers placed in our 
chamber, for the storage of her 
Dutch cheese. The odour is gene­
rally not much more agreeable to 
the nose of an Englishman than the 
smell of rotten eggs. This cheese, • 
or, as the Germans call it, kaeae, is · 
made of the curd of milk suffered 
to grow sour; it is salted, pressed ,. 
in cloths, and afterwards dried and 
hardened in the sun, and not unu- , 
suall y ripened in hay. Ih. this state1 ! 
when made of rich millt, it is very : 
palatable, and little iifferior to the · 
cheese of the English daity, but the : 
Germans prefer it when rancid or ' 
putrid, in which !>tate it emits a 
stench to which nothing but habit 
and prejudice can reconcile us. 

An agreeable sauce called.•clzmeer~ : 
kaese, is also made by the Germans, i 
from the curd of sour milk. The : 
whey being entirely pressed Ol1tu 



1 

tlie curd is m·oistenctf ·with-fresh 
cream, brought to a suitable con­
sbtcnce for spreading, and then 
eaten on bread, but more frequently 
on bread and butter. This is a de­
iicate prepnration, and is rarely 
rejected by the most dainty palare. 
The Germans of Pennsv h:ania are 
gre:;tly attached to these simple 
relishes for bread, and it is not un­
commcn, among the better class of 
the farmers, to see the master of 
theJ!ousere · chimselfwithbutter 

honey, apple-butter\_ and schmeer 
kaese, spread in successive layer~ 
on the same slice of bread, and in1 
this manner eaten with milk, andj 
sometimes with wasser-suppe. The. 
latter is an universal dish among' 
the German-Americans, and is com­
posed of fried flour and butter, on 1 

which boiling water is poured, after I 
the addition of thin slices of bread, l 
and the common culinary spices. 

My boots being too wet to wear, 
I have been obliged to borrow a pair 
of shoes from the landlord, which 
being much too large, I make ra- 1 
ther an aukward 'appearance, and: 
1· is very merry at my hobbling! 
gait. \-Ve nevertheless attended · 
divine ~':!rvice at friends' Jlleeting. : 
house; <lbout one hundred persons ' 
of both sext"s, and mostly from the 
adjacent settlement, were present •. 
It is the only house of worship in 
tile town. · : 

There are about forty-five dwel. , 
lings in Catawessy ; only one of ! 
them is built of stone, the rest are ' 
either log or frame. It is a place 
of little or no trade, and most pro- , 
bably ever will be. It was planned 
and settled about fifteen years ago, 
when every speculator, who owned 
a level tract of land on the Susque­
hanna, seemed infected with the 
town-making mania. Poor peQple 
were induced, hy specicus and illu- . 
sory representations, to purchase ; 
lots, and having spent all their mo­
ney, and perhaps run in debt, in 
the erection of small tenements, 
they could not, after finding them­
selves deceived and disa.ppointed, · 
sell out, and have therefore been 
compelled to remain for want of 
the means to remove. 

Catawessy is on the eastern 
branch of the Susquehanna. The 
mountdns on the east, south, and 
Korth of the town, form an irregu­
lar semi-circle, with the points ter­
minating in the rh er, and are dis-

0 The substance is made by boiling 
aprleo in sweet cyder, to which some 
simple ~pice, most generally pimento, 
is added. The Germans call it lud- · 
werg. ff · 



tant about three-fourili~·of a ~ile:l 
The highest ridge lies to the east- II 
ward, and is said from actual mea­
surement, to be twelve hundred ' 
feet above the adjacent plain. · . 

Here are still some vestiges of an 
Indian burying ground, and some· 
peach trees of their planting in to- : 
lerable preservation. Having in ' 
the afternoon visited J. S. who Jives ' 
on the western bank of the Cata­
wessy creek, he 'pointed out to WI. 
what he takes to be the traces of an 
Indian fortification: it consists of a 
number of square holes, dug at 
equaldist~.nces on the eastern shore, 
describing a line of several hundred 
feet: whether these apertures serv­
ed as intrenchments from which an 
assaulting enemy might be annoyed, 
or were subservient to some more 
complex scheme of warlike opera­
tions, or whether they we1'e at all 
used for hostile purposes, may be 
left for the sage determinatio11 of . 
some future dealer in antiquities. 

Some years back a few of the in­
habitants, from motives of curio­
sity, dug up a corpse from the 
grave-yard. It pro,·ed to be a fe­
male; she had been interred with­
out a coffin, and was, accordmg to 
the custom of the Indiaris, placed 
in a sitting posture. Care had been 
taken to provide her with a small 
iron kettle, some trinkets, and a 
tobacco-pipe, ready charged in each 
hand. These equipments were 
doubtless intended to contribute to 
the comfort and convenience of the : 
deceased on her journey to the land 
of spirits, and·would probably beas 
efficacious as the tolling of bells, 
and the firing of guns, over the 
bodv of a white man. If this cus­
tom of our tawney brethren be re­
pugnant to our notions of good sense, 
we should not forget that our own 
must appear to them equally irre­
concilable to reason and philosophy. 
\Ve were shewn one ot the pipes. 
It is the common clay of European 
manufacture. The. skeleton was 
preserved for sometime by the phy- i 
sician of the town, but the super­
stitious Germans in the neighbour. 
hood, fearful perhaps that this out-
rage-on the ix;~~s ofth~ -unoffend-l 
ing squaw might be followed by some; 
tremendous act of vengeance on her 
part, compeiled the doctor to re-: 
inter them. .. 

The inhabitants still preserve a: 
large elm on the bank of the river,' 
under which the sachems formerly 
held their councils. I could not, 
contemplate this object with indif-' 
ference. Who that has the feelings I 
of a man, and whose bosom glows i 
with the smallest sense of honour, 
and justice, can view this elm with 
apathv? \Vhere are now those ve­
nerable and veteran chieftains and 
warriors, who ·were accustomed 
to assemble beneath its friendly 
shade •••• and who received here with 
open arms the first white man who 
came helpless and forlorn among 
t!J.~m ?_ Surely_tJiey were unco11sd: 



-otis-thaI, ·10: fifew-very·reWJ.Cvotv.: 
ing moons, ~e stranger whom they 
here cherished and warmed by the 
council fire ; to whom they here 
presented the wampum of conse­
crated friendship, and with whom 
they here smoked the sacred ca­
lumet of pe.ace, had come to sup­
plant them in their native posses­
sions, to root out their posterity 
from the country, and to trample 
down the graves of their fathers. 

These ancient inheritors of the 
soil reluctantly submit to the disci­
pline and shackles of civilized ~ife, 
and in general have shewn con­
tempt for our customs and man­
ners ; but as their hunting grounds 
become destroyed, ·necessity may 
force them to resort to other means 
of subsistence. 

An Indian being asked by two 
white men, how he, who gave him­
self no concern about religion, ex­
pected to reach heaven, answere~, 
" Suppose we three in Philadel­
phia, and we hear of some good 
rum at Fort-Pitt •••• we set off to get 
some, but one of you has business 
at Baltimore, and he go that way •••• 
the other wants to make some mo­
ney too on the road, and he go by 
Reading: •••• Intlhn got no business, 1\ 

•o money to get •••• he set off and ~ 
--~ 

strait up to Fort-Pitt, and get there 
before either of you." 

The Indians of North-America 
are well skilled in this species of 
sarcastic humour.. I remember to 
have been present at an inter\riew 
between some of their chiefs and a 
select number of citizens who had ) 
benevc 1:!ntlv devoted both time and ; 
property to· the introduction of use- '1 

ful and civilized arts among the sa- ! 

vages. The Little Turtle, among I 
other improvements which he enu-

1 

merated to have taken place among 
his people, mentioned that they ma­
nufactured considerable quantities 
of sugar from the juice of the ma- II 

pie. He was asked how they con­
trived to procure suitable vessels I 
to contain the syrup when boiling. , 
He affected a very grave counte-1 
nance, as he answered " that the 
unfortunate affair of St. Clair had : 
furnished them with a considera-' 
ble number of camp kettles which : 
answered the purpose very well.": 
It was known that this chief had , 
headed the united Indian forces in 
their intrepid attack on the Ame-; 
rican army, commanded by Gene­
ral St. Clair, and in which the lat­
ter were defeated with immense 
slaughter, and suffered the loss of 
their Cafl!P equipag~. fl 

(To be continued.) 
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There the Journal stopa· a.nd 1 t was never continued. SO we know 

nothing of the return trip. The distance covered was ~bout one hun­

dred miles but it can not be estimated only by the surveyor's line 

for many of the miles were. d.1ft'1cult ones and the weather appears to 

have been in league with the devil. 

One important point to be noticed 1a.,, that the ,trip though full or. 

similar nature description did not take Brown into the region in which 

Edgar Huntly ror the most part was placed. If it had we should hesi­

tate to accept the 1801 date as given and suspect that the trip was 

made earlier than the writing of Edgar Huntly. The omission assures us. 

our evidence for accepting these extracts a.s Brown's is conclusive 

though circumstantial and consists of many details all of which point 

to but one man as their author. The extr~cts are given separate titles 

in ths tables of contents ~nd in the index; they are listed under the 

original contributions;tn one case the typogr~phic3l characteristics in­

dicate thJ.t it is a continuation of the Student's Diary which we can 1n 

a study of the Literary Magazine prove BJO.l::Wn's; the internal evidence of 

thP. w1 ld scenery description ia similar to., though not the sa.me as, 
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that used in Edgar H.Untly; the style 1s like that. or other trips-

\11-
au the t 1 cat ed as Brown •s; the thoughta-; interests and recollect1ons 

A 

a-r the narrator are Brown• s ;:1n fact there 1s not one cha.nee in mil-

lions· that any other person_ than our author could have written them .. 

As we go on we shall see that in all eases where .Brown published an 

article as from a.n unident1t1ed n:.anuscr1pt or Journal it was from 

h~s own. 

Shortly a.fter september, Jane Talbot, the last of Brown 1 s prose 

fiction to ap-pear in a separate volume was published at Philadelphia. 
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1 
There appears in the Literary Magazine for August 180~ a letter 

ad~ressed by Anthon¥ Bleecker~ to Brown. It was introduced by the 

regular Brown trick of a forged recommend.atton to the Editor and 

reads· 

1 Vol.II,pp.338-9· 

"To tl1e Editor, C:tc. 

I send you a letter written by ,an old·c 
friend, which, for the style and senti- ' 
ments it breathes, does not fall behind 
the true epistolary spirit of any letter I 
have met wit~. Compositions of this 
kind, free, spirited, and familiar, will 
please judicious readers more than the 
most formal and elaborate compositions. 

Morris TaVJ11, N.:Jersey,Oct.20, 1801. 

HA VTNG at length reached the i 
summit of my wishes, that is to say, 
having reached the top of the moun­
tain, up whose stony sides I have 
been laboriously clambering, I take 
Put my pencil and a scrap of paper, 
to have a little communication with 
;i c!istant :·;iend. 
~ - ---

I am now sittmgon the ruins of a 
~mall fo_rtification, erected by Wash­
mgton m the year 1777. after his 
brilliant exploit at Trenton and 
Princeton, when he retired to win­
ter quarters with his little army to ' 
this place.. I can just remember 
seeing the hardy sol<lier climbing : 
this wood-crowned hill, with the axe , 
on his shoulder instead of the mus­
ket, to fell the leafless tree, and pre­
pare the frame of the parapet. 

This eminence displays an exten­
sive prospect, and I have a full view 
of those groves and fields that were 
once the scenes of my youthful gam­
bols. 

\Vherever I turn my eyes, some 
little incident of my childish days is · 
suggested to my recollection. On 
the brow of yonder declivity that · 
terminates the plain which spreads 
from the foot of this mountain, stands 
the school-house where I first learn­
ed to frame the letters I am now 
linking together. How often have I 
frolicked in that chJrch-yard hard 
by, and tried my agility in bounding 
with a straddling leap over those 
mossy grave-stones! Adown that 
hill how often have I glided on the 
boy-built sleigh! Along that path, 
how I used to gallop at my release 
from school ; and just on that level 
spcit, now strewn with autumnal 
leaves, many a time have I doffed 
my clothes to paddle in the shallow 
brook that runs into yonder mill- ' 
pond. 



1 D.:.ml 'l p. 
2 ">OC"(p,;.vay ?) • 
.3 ·s2w York. 

These recollections, after an fu­
terval of twenty years, excite in my 
bosom some very powerful sensa­
tions. I suppose they are usual in 
all minds of common sensibility. If 
I had always remained in the same 
place, no such feelings would have 
been experienced ; but having been 
so long absent from those objects to 
which I owe my earliest impressions 
that are associated with rural beauty 
or innocent diversion, their re-ap­
pearance is not only accompanied 
with many of their original attrac­
tions derived from· novelty, but they 
seem invested with some magic 
charms borrowed from recollection, 
that neither novelty nor intrinsic 

beauty can ever bestow. It is in 
such moments that I fall into some 
speculations on personal identity._ •. 
V\lhen I call to mind certain inci­
dents, Is it possible (say I) that A.• 
B. the little boy that I remember , 
used to play about that school-house I' 

twenty years ago, is the same crea­
ture who is now .sitting 0n this log? : 
It cannot be, for he never wOOld · 
have borne the insolence of peda­
gogues, the rude clown's wrongs, the 
big boy's contumely, and all the 
thousand .nameless indignities that 
passive childhood from the oppressor 
takes. From considerations of this 
sort, I conclude, you may be sure, 
that I am totally and essentially 
different from what I was then, and 
that therefore to make one account­
able for the follies of those days, . 
would be as unjust as to punish one : 
man for the faults of another. 

I wish most ardently that it was 
in my .power to accompany you in · 
your intended tour to the south­
ward, but several insurmountable 
obstacles will debar me from this 
pleasure. I shall not forget however 
to put our friend ---;_in mind of our 
long talked ·of jaunt to , 1 
but whether we shall be there be­
fore your return home is not to be 
foretold. If, however, we sh._ould 
meet with you in :'.lyou 
know we can easily go on together ; 
and your having been at !2. 
once, can be no solid reason for not 
travelling there again. 
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I hope to be abfo to return home ! 
in about a week hence, as the cold · 
weather will certainly blow health i 
into our feverish city. I am here 
among the hills of Morris Town, 
without one interestin~ companion, 
and though agreeably situated in the ; 
family of an agreeable relation, yet ' 
I am obliged to range the hills and 
dales alone. I·and Solitude however • 
are upon a pretty good footing with · 
each other, and almost every field i 
and every w:tlk presents me with 1 

some old acquaintance. When I , 
grow tired of rambling, I sit down on · 
an old stump, and read aloud some 
of Thomson's Autumn. And this you : 
see is all I have to do. 

It is time, however, to descend, 
_and transcribe this .scrawl fur to­
morrow's post. Adieu. 

A.B. 
, , 

Dunlap supplies in the next letter or .Brown's tne answer to :Bleecker•s 

letter,as follows: 

To Anthony Bleecker,Esq. 

Ph1ladelph1a,(saturday)october 31,1801. 

Dear Friend, 

' ~: .. {nee~ not sa;r~!Jl. how much plea'sure I' read· yo~ :!~er 
tronj ]\forristown •.. -j: wish I could give you, in retum,-axi*~ 
sion e~~any indi~ailve of a lively fancy and a go~Ct heart~ b~t I 

. ~e _utmost th~~ I can do, is to thank you for !11e favour, ~P..i 
mtreat a_ repetltlon of such letters. . : 

'. I 'suppose you have returned, by this time, to the purlieµs 
·of Water Street, and are on~e more seated at your table., with 
;. the ·auatney's "Vade i\Iecum" on one side, 'and' the m~es 
'' P6cket: Companion" at the other. I never yet saw yo.u 
seated -a5 this table, without some poetical or literary ~ola'ee 
within your reach ; some conductor to the flowery elysiutii _ofj 
the po~~ in the midst of the austere guides and crabbed im- i 
1 .. ~ f h 1 I h. . . "th 1 

p ements o t e aw. n t is respect, it is rare to meet 1Vl1. ! 
. . -e,, I 

' one that.re~embles !OU~ who retains .the pure taste of_~ .. !tt' e~~.ty I 
devotee, without d1srehsh and aversion for naked sc1e~u:e -~d 
mere business. · ., : · · ' 

. Pray, how do you come on, in your study of French? ?~ve f 
;you~<:>~~~ :r_~i:._rse!f. ~nto the_ vi tr.ls of t~e lan~ua?'e_,_ ~Ile!. are yo·u. i 

1 Vcl.II,p.lG3. 



-familiarised'" io that--faoyrliitliOleiceptiotiS--ana a~.o~~ 
whiCh gave you so much trouble when I was. with y~~J~~..,.. l 
nian must have the patience of more than one Job to ~1'.1mst_1 and unknot such a tangled m;1te. It was a task to which ~y I 
perseverance never was. equal , yet .how many men are· there 1 

whom the mere pride of the accomplishment has induced, not 
only to acquire the reading of the language, but the abilitjr' to, 
write it, and not only that of writing, but of ~alking it; ~nd, I 
for this purpose, have devoted innumerable hours to books, : 
whose whole merit lay in their being written, and to men· wh~se 
sole commendation consisted in their speaking, · in Fre11c1t, I · 
suspected you. would fail in your pursuit from the une~~¥.d 
obstacles with which you had to encounter. I suppose ili~re 
is, always, in every pursuit, a point that may be termed_tfie 

1 

~al.,.!P.Qti a point where the difficulties lllultiply, as it w:ere, \ 
:oi~a:;~a~e~~~~,w~e .. e the-·~ince ~~ tii;-~hetjaiiO'~-~ • · -, 
tt,;~Jw:dest t~t.j\~t-i&iJ.f>~1i/ ~fiSll asf shi~' paaa, 

~:1;!)1~~r?·:y?u-sud~~~1,f._.' ~1de into .s~ilJ. ,dee. P,.watC~ , 
~' my fnend; 'passed tbe Ci'ISl! ? . ' ;v ... ~ . - . 

>.~·Sin~e you were here, c? has been here.~~ (aair-·h•' 
; ~iir; :and~ heliid ' many pafticbtanf· of hili' nck;spl~e,, 
'-l~ve nut ;heard of the 'coriimencben\ ~of the9 'pii . .. . 
ean you tell me in :What state il:-is·; I should like t~ be ·p-~,., 
as· . a ·subscriber for the· country newspaper.'' Will yo'u*' · 
tli~Il\vour to tell him so ? ..... ;+ 

;;~J ~uppo~e you .will be am?~S: the number of ~ccasioni..t~ 1 

lrJbiitots : sometimes as poht1c1an, and not seldom· as a ~· 
~~?~-··republic, if I remember right, does not banish th~jsq_ifg.:: 
~~n bad· verses are -pleasing to the readers of bad tasttj ~~1 
.$,~6-gh good verses, are as rare in newspapers, as swaI16··~ 
~~f~r, yet they sometimes are met with, and delight!tj.~ifi : 
qiroportion to their rarity. Bad verses are not disreputabt~'.'l'i> . 
~ft newspaper, no more than bad English to a foreigner;·'6e;; · 
: cause they are 'naturally expected; but poetry, very micf,~l~g 
· in·"a C9llection of elegant extracts, is super-excellent here; .Rail 
su~rises us? like just expression from a. chimney sweepe~ ••. ;; j 

•cl--am anx1o?s ~o know. ~hethe~ our frie~d J .Js ret~rn~Cli... . I 
~s~~ce1Jlm it .by wrru?g to him by this opp~rtun.1ty~.;~) 
go.es-·bt M. who 1s preparing to carry home with h1m'a -~-. ' 
Hpw ::~trangely that word sounds in relation to M. who . · \ 

~hli\re 'been so long accustomed to consider as the single iii. . 
'l\latis a destiny which, I hope, will come to us all. I sho~ 
~·~cry sorry to be left farthest behind in the race towards tlfe 
mdtrimonial goal, but my sorrow will, I believe, be unmiied 
with -envy. There is no event, I think, if happening"·under • 
tokrably auspicious circumst.ances, on which we may ri1~~ l 
reasonably congratulate our friends. . - · : 

You see that, notwithstanding my expectations of a south­
ward· journey, I am still here. Here I expect to be, <Iui-i~g ' 
the winter, unless I should find or make occasion for a week'"s \ 
jaunt to New York, which I sincerely hope to find or to make •• 
. l\feanwhil~t_ ~el!e~e me, your affectionate · _ _ _________ --~ · 

1 

C.B.B .. 
l It is wt:.l..l to r':':u:be1· tr.is ro:- la tt~.:- wt~ .::r:.all see Brown taking ,. 

up :i. grt-:>2.: task ir. ti:ie langi_;,ige. 
2 This r.:ay Ce :iratt!:e\v Ca.~:e.y • .tr.e ti:i.J. ar1 i.1t~a fo~ t~.n 1C.eal reptlblic 

a.n•1 was a.c~Lve :.r. n.-::w~rpafer scl'~P.r:e-s. On the other hand it may be 
for conr-3.':1, 13:::-o';~:-. ~ t ~ut 1.1 s r"e r. 

3 Wm • .rotnscn. 4 DY' .. S1.muel ~Ull>~::- ~:. :.rried S1.rC\h sergf'~t of ~ 
Philadelph1~ s~:u~d~y EV2ni~€ 24 October.er.Philadelphia Gazette 26 o~ 
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The year 1801-brought one exceptional encouragement wh1ch was im-

porta.nt to Brown's literary career even though it did not, as it 

. 
shculd,ent1ce him to retura to romance. Edgar HUntly in the first 

edition o~ 1799 had been sold ou~ and a second edition dated 1801 

was published. Besides that, the Monthly Magazine died a painful 

death wtth the number for December 1800 issued 1 January 1801 and the 

American Review and Literary Journal was born with the Janua.ry,Feb-

ruary .and March number issued 1 April. 1801 was indeed momentous to 

Brown tr. that he then abandoned the romantic school of prose fiction 

-t \,VtlWl i -ra 
and avtere~ o~ what t~e GeEHSRi eall fam111en=remas~the realistic· 

novel. Befcre this we have seen the.change coming. Now we find it 

completed. 


	DEK_26b.pdf
	DEK_26b (2).pdf



