


1405

CLARA HOWARD

1801

Clarz Howard;. in a Series of.,lLetters was published pseudonyméusly
in Philsadelphla by Ashu;y Dlckins. H.Maxwell,®#ho had been the pud-
ilsher ¢f the first volume of Edgar gggg;gjland wnose workx in that
capacity was unsaiisfactory to Breown and his Dbrother James, 3ppeéars

as the printer.

The April 25 number of the PcrtEolic,in the "Literary Inteiligence® ('¢

"Mr.Asbury Dickins lg preparing for the press, a new
novel,of the eplegtolary class,from the pen of a wali-~
krewn and popuiar writer.®

n dITtvITusT TOWI C THSw L€ DIOUWICeIEIIc—was—.
—ef—eneffHciEiaTurs.

e st » e

In volume o8 of Sparks' American Blegraphy &s—ea frontispiece to

Prescott's essay con Brown there ls a reproduction of one of Brown's

letters, as—fLfollowWss:




Philad. May 8, 1801.1
The printer has made consicderzble progress on the pub-
iication which I reliieve I menticned to you 1n my last,
as having bveen begun. It will Ye,typographicallry eon-
gidered, a very beautiful book. ’
I'm ir haste

M

3 Adleu
. Charles B.Brown.
Brown's opirion eilho—beekmeilng 1s true even to-day. RRE=Neulg -

will compare favoratly with any,tke.qnly improvement -that-could-be

t = L "
%&/&_s the binding} cold be wgmméf_.
N 2

Brewrig American Review ie—thspumbey for April,May and June notices

the l1ate publicaticen of Ciara Howsrd. The Philadelphls Gazette and

Daily Advertiser contained an advertisement which,from its date,makes

the sa%¥—oF publlcaticn Monday 22 June. HN—3s&d53

e

"A New Novel|A.Dickins!Has this day published|An
eriginal novel, |entitled|Clara Howard;|in a|Series

of letters|By the author of Wieland,Ormend, |Arthur
Mervyn,Edgar Huntley,&c.)|Copyright secured|Beautirully
printed on fine wove paper|Price one dolilar|.”

The title is important Fex more than the-sbvious—rezsern. It gives
the secondary-title as &—wa8 in the first edition net as it appeared
in the Londen 186? edition éltere@_in;o the sickly-sentimental "En-
thusiasm of Loye.“

Exactly when Brown wrote the story is not known,put it seems as ir
1 Who it was addressed to and wnat has pecome o0f Res—2e55er 15 not

kniowii.
2 Vol.I,p.263.
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T nher hand. This novel has been republished in
England. There 1s a great skill and energy displayed
in the delineation of Edwards fate;and the mind ot
the reader sympathizes with him when the cause for which
he suffers is lost in our sense of his surferings. But
the succeeding moment,when we recover frcm the author's
3 energy,and call to mind the strange and incredible
nature of the incident,all the sympathy is lest,and the
writer has to do the work oI Penelope again."

In that too lengthy explanation Paul Allen shows a surprising
ignorarce of the novel aé—WeFEei—tlil—tiy—Brews,in truth his know—
ledge es—tne—Faets8 1s so much at varilance with {ne bock %=t he
is under the suspicion of having skimmed rathez=—therr—read it.

(E%%;5g;;‘;;;;;;ISEQ_;;;:;;;;;;;;Eglexamined tkey prove to be
absclutely untrue.

Brown did not pilan his novel on the case only as presented by
Wilkins. First of all he snowed &t the situation was nct so
ehildiskiy simple as Allen had represented it te—be. Tkus lhe
absurdity which Allen pictures in 1t was quite changed when
Brown added the details which make the plot possible of the
perfectly reasonable solution desired by the reader. Alien repre-

sents 1t as incapable of soiution. In Clara Howard there is no

where a statement that Edward was to press his suit with Mary

as ir Clara wewe@the subject. Mary had represented herself as wasting

away to death,sc kst Clara's and Edward's desire was to ascertain
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in tre History cf Maria Kittle, "An American Lady" used it in the

z 3

Hapless Orphen, and Samuel Relf used it in Irfidelity. These

only

four cages are the ones rﬂcorded ;thn usual referernces. An
b4

Y

anonymous English work entitled The Advertlsement for A Husband

whieh carries a running title of Belinda or the Enterprising Lover

was printed by Isalan Thomas at Worcester in 1799 and also uses

it.

ol

rotakiy the most important woerk of Brown's day which carried

such arn explanaticn was the Engilsh translation of Rousseau's

O\l dzI&LLa.‘qﬁé‘ y

Nouvelle Feloise =5 published in Londen 278i——1is title ®©esss

Eloisa:cr,a series of orxriginal letters. So far as we have been

able to learn thexe 18 mo—sutherity fox.saywing Brown read any

of the five,th r o hod—resd Marizs Kittle, but
. . 20 R
we are certain th&l he kadé Tread Rousseau's work amd 1t ils—apperent

baiticula,

he derived his secondary-title from that source.

-~ Clara Howard )ie—emt ~

from his romances/wp-to-this time 4t is a venture intoc the realm
e
of realism. Other than the epistolary class of novel

it has no relation to Fanny Burney's Evelina or to Richardson's

+wmpe, As distinguished

Clarissa Harlowe for it has nothing of the manners of the latter

1 N.Y.Magazine,1790-91. 2 Bosion,1793. %2 Phlladelphiaz,1797.




and rothing of the soclal satire of the former. In fact cone

%eaxy_LnHLha_IannujLﬁnﬁungLes—eé%eéj it exists mostly for the story,

oy t7lae
and so far as its general gharseter is coniéffii_iBIEﬁL4mkfeﬁw

3

. hao
eééeeeé—a&—a—naEﬂl.ni_zheae§+ﬁ%oéa§§;e%a&e~w%%h no parentage.

Pl

8 we have see%A‘not & new venture Trfor Brown,though it is the

first which he completed and offered to the putlic as az volume.

In letiler structure it does not compare with thre fragment Jessica,

K % TR SR, e v Aa 3+ e o~ LI S F e o Y r
THRITCI I e d—ae—eprertuntity—to SO ITTETOT 5 ekl
eI

The story 1s presented in a toial of thirty-six documents:

thirty-three letters with three more as enclosures. Four ¢f the

characters tell the #Relie Story, by—this—messs. Of them Cliara

2
Howard writes thirteen,seven signed C.H.,Tfour gigned Clarszs and one

=
A

~
urnsigned; Edward Hartley writes sixteen, twelve signed . H.,

one 3igrned E.Hartley,one signed Edward and two unsigned; Mary

i
Wilmot writes five, one signed M.W. and four signed Mary; and

Clara's father writes two,one signed E.Howard and one Signed

1 The numbering oI the rirst edition is made erroneous after XXVII,
the number being repeate?yJEi&—e{ our references are te—se made
as ir it were correctdd THus XXVIII is the second letter numvered
XXVII,XXIX 13 XXVIII of the first edition,ete.

2 Letters Nos.IV,VI,VII,IX,XI,XIV,XVI,XIX,XXI,XXIII s XXLX, NXI T, and

XRATEE .

etters I,II,III,V,VIII,XII,XIII,XV,X?II,XVIII,Xx,xxzz,xxzv,xxv,
XAVE . and, XXXT.

L Tattava A Ve oo o o

Aol
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of two things--he either kept it becauB8e he feared the real people
concerned in the story wonld De recognised or else he left 1t in

bf(—’mciiﬂ_’uai ’
his Jjournal and only pulied 1t out when he was_haxd—guw—%ﬁ*tt‘%e

2
® o (T‘V’algt
£ixnd o piol for another ssesr
Unimportant detalls are not properly attended to;characters are

invented and intrcduced at convenience veing named almost any time

after;the Schuyikill floods happen teo often and conveniently, ix-

s Mary speaks of New
Yorkx &s her native city and 1in another tter she said she was
born at a2 hotel in Paris;there is an unneccessary confusion of
Mzrv Anne the mother and Mary the daughter because Brown soon

calls the mother Mary,;the ages of the characters are all mixed

up: sad No Whome—Ra o clasar so thatf the *Q%—?&Wy =
2
rglaiion ofthedr—aresyand sc many details of ke relationship* are
rResdlassiy given se—Hkat no one can follow them without a diagram.
Town makes a careless mistake when he dates letters XXI and
XXII so Heet it would have been necessary fez—one to go by stage
fron New York to Philadelphia in one day. Ususally the Journey

Are

toocx at:least two. There are 8¢ many engagements made for Tuesddayy



iJis

%o F What is poss%ibly an interesting slip wkich—Brewmmadehere appears
n,zcewc,& 1

Lo have been $3ksn by Timothy Flint as an example of the egrly lgnor—

ance of tje western part of our country. In the twenty-sixth letter

Y

Philiplin telling Clara ol his canoeing down the Allegheny river into

the Onhio and Mississippl and then up the Miszgsouri,makes what may be an

Q.I\ILU'L
egredess—siip ef giving the sources of the Allegheny as near the shore

of lake Ontarlo. IT Brown 3c intended the passage fe<be understeoes

he should of course have said Erie instead of Ontario but we are not
Vay .

compelled to interpret H~—dn that ghks, So far a3 the map goes there

i3 no reason whatever why Pnilip*s eye should not have taken the ieap

from ths shore of Ontario 1o the sources of the Allegheny. On the other

hand it 1s possivle thal Flint's point is merely applicable to the
close of ihe Brown piragraph which speaks of *the dangers of an untried

navigation,ol hostile trives,and unknown regions* or the Missouri.

1 Western Honthiy view.Becember 1327,m.493.




Hall's contrivutions to Brown's Litsrary Magazine,ls not known{

Qe

/ s e L4
Bt 4t 13 pEeesll 2al the name was R fanciful ese and the

ocourence a coincidence.

Lre-aosoans—of Mary's father ardas made) marzinal notes in

YO0OK3,and eaFEES ke%fga youthrful Jourpal for two or three years
A}
g .- it e R
Joams—ie recallsfiss auwdesrig owm Journalizing;the despailr,sdaicidal

.
thnoughts and melancholy of the characters;Edward's disiike of

W

rural 1ife and te-picture—ea? the hero studying the map on the

whizle we ffum G L& J_LW*Q

walls of his unclie's paricor aizsady—Sueded—as oI AU LOoIoRRasRlaad

rly youtn:are all autoviocgraphical. \%hwamn‘
s tna-whole this work 1s less related to Brown's own 1iife

than axax othersese of nis pivses—a¥ prose fiction, vp—teo—this—time
Clara Howard was not an eniirely new production e;éaﬁmmrﬂ%kiﬂa

has

it %3ese gz some of the situations with most of their delalls Juss

/kko'_ M . . ) )
A\as tney had appeared before, in~his—other—ooxn0f these the pEimeipad
gitustion ils=%et of Mary Wilmoti and Edward Hartley s==ies is
merely another form of that of Mary Waldegrave and Edgar Huntly.
a
In Edgar Huntly ene—si—tis point? which causad unfavorable vomment
by the critics was the question as—%e whether Huntly married

Mar y Waldegrave. The actual outcome was left unsiated and while/

E3
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hrére,
there zxe

suggestiive passages which seem/éo indicate Brown's intention

W&o
still the facti we=e not given. He;e;Ii Clara Howard we not only

have practically all of the situation thei-we—ied in Edgar Huntly
but we have TRe—3IF3ir brought to a happy termination.
In Edgar 1y hmrg ‘Waldegrave had a brother,a penurisus schnocol-

teacher,who died. After his death it was found %h3% he had eight

tnousand dollars in the bank. Mary had meanwhile become engaged

to E&ssr Huntly and tne money

made pos3ible their marriage. Thev 3pent some of the money and
C@mhﬂj

were negring thne time of theff-waé&éﬁg when a stranger,WEntworth'

Tr=sakeyappeared and claimed tRed the money had been sent by him

to Mary's brothner for safe keeping. Huntly then goes through

various experiences,all thoughts of a Wedding being abandoned and

the story proceeds to its endiss with the payment of the noney

and ths2 wedding unnarrated.

o Moo ahudlio we by w*alﬁ%@t g \Muz\,\/wz& o
fexe in Clara Howard Mary Wilmot the é (

alte Ko ey mf&mma b . Ldsand Hadtlo, | M;: m&




nd dolliars and in the end the question whether 1

ct 1s not stated, ol T is. In the former case it

(o}
]
o]

r

is not real the compligation being a gcidence, in the latter

the claim i3 actual one and 30 far as we Xnow i3 not given
the ciaimant.

Besides this 1ntimats relationship between Clara Howaril and

Edgar Huntly thers are many tracas of the earlier works of Brown.

Edward's nurse,Mrs.Ashton who i3 convenlently the sister of the

girl he rescues and the situation,rscalls

t

ne Mary Seiwyn of Mary

Belwyn and Mrs.Stevens of Arthur Mervyn. Whnen Mr.Wilmot died and

left ¥ary alone with her brother to be cared for,she took cheap
lodzings in a suburb and 4id needle workx. Constantia Dudley in
Ormond did the same thing when her Tfather becane blind. The widow
whom Howard married had formerly paid a devt for which Howard had

»

beeigrrested. In SXy Waik,or at least all that we have of that

)
worx,there 1s a similar situation. Mary's running away from Hartley
recalls Mary Selwyn running away from Haywood as found in Mary

Selwyn % Hartley'3 idea of being Clara's

almoner or agent in the philanthropic use of her wealth recalls

the position of Clithero as related to Mrs.Lorimer in Edgar
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Huntly. As a result of the death of Mary's mother,her father had

beccme disslipated F+8& as Dudley did in Ormond after the death of

his wife. As in other instances characters are startled by a sudden
2

unannounced entrance such as that of Mary in letter 1II.

Taken as a whole this indebiedness of Clara Howard to Edgar

Huntly and other works by Brown 1s Ho—Sbs—sonsidersd—as an indication
$®at he did not aiways strive to collect new material for his
succesaive works. He 3aw no reason why the old details should not
be shaxen up and allowed to fall in different or the same combin-
atlions Jut unlike the actual use in two works of the same composition
nad pracilised 1n the case of the Man at Home and Ormond
the passages which contaln the similar detailed materials are
entirely written in different words,sentences and paragraphs.

Waile they are detalls which may be beyond the pale of intsrest

¥

of the rzader still the-faol-remalns that some of the names

are so strikingly similar te—othews—taed it i3 only proper to
P

call attention to them. Clara Howard is not far from Clarissa

Harlowe,perhaps it 1s no further from Clara Wieland. Whether

Clara 18 also related to the Clara of the verses of this same

year and the "lady whom you and I know" in the Taste for the

Picturesque in the Monthly Magazine we do not know. It is quite
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For a great part of Clara Howard Brown went back to his early

Sickly zentliment so #&at the work is lacking ir sufficient excell-

r

cncesg to offset the faults,wh%eh—ere—tue—e*%&gnﬁ\ With such a
plot and 1its complications,whi%i_fiiﬁﬁjtsak.nn.ca:a—%c—stmpitfy

Euauen_zha_canzxaﬁggdid all he could to complicate,the work

falls te what 13 prorably the lowest level eus—awikesr ever reached.

M ok

However as a step in the iife or Brown Llara Hexezd i3 one of
the most important. In a3 fesser letter to his brother James we
jh@ML Lma b&%

68 ¥Rt Ne wa8 assalled because of the wildness and out-ocf-

nature lncidents which he ®&d used in Edgar Huntly. Here in

Clara Howard he made a sericus attempt to turn ke—kand to the

P,
realistic atker the romanticf side of fiction and he

succeesded. From this time forth we shall lose sight of the old
NS -%;
,Tomantic rhapsodical Brown and find him ehaRses—lete—tne realuliic
a
novellst and ¥®e severely practical Journalist.

MN-seems glear-that %e wa3 a real prophet who said t%at Erown

had he lived longer would have become a great publicist:
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